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(' Confirmed Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 1.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , May 7th , 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Hon. Lord Colborne, Chairman. 

Blore, Edward, Esq , F.R.S. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

^-Dyce, William, Esq. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gibson, Thomas F., Esq. 

Hamilton, W. R., Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman. 

Hope, H. T., Esq , M.P. 

Ker, H. Bellenden, Esq., Vice-Chairman. 

^Knight, H. Gally, Esq., M.P., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

^Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

I. — The Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council, ou the 
29th of April, were read and confirmed. 

II — The Director read his Monthly Report for April, as 
follows : — 
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IV. — The following Minntes of the Finance Committee w r ere 
read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered to be 
made. 



Tuesday , May 1th , 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day, at Two o’clock, previous to the 
meeting of the Council. 

present : — 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq, F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Gibson, Thomas F. Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

1. An account from the Gas Company, to the amount of £8. 12 s. 
for supply of Gas, during the month of April, was examined; and 
it was resolved that it be recommended to the Council for payment : 
all the other accounts for April having been examined, and passed, 
at a Meeting of the Committee on the 29th of April, in order to 
include them in the payments of the financial year, terminating on 
the 30th of April. 

2. It was recommended, that the sum of £25 be advanced to the 
Assistant Secretary for payment of wages, and petty cash expenses, 
for the month of May, it being found that, in consequence of the 
payment of wages to an additional attendant (Mapleson,) the £20 
hitherto advanced is insufficient. 

(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman. 

V. — A finally revised copy of the printed Draft of the Annual 
Report to the Board of Trade was submitted to the Council, by 
the Assistant Secretary, as directed at the last Meeting. Some 
further statements which he had added respecting the Schools 
proposed to be established at Norwich and Glasgow were read 
and approved. The Report was then fully sanctioned and adopted, 
the Chairman signed the revised copy; and it was resolved that 
this Report be presented to the Board of Trade as soon as a per- 
fect copy can be obtained from the printers. 

VI. — The following motion proposed, at the last Meeting, by 
Mr. Ker, was brought under the consideration of the Council by 
the Chairman : — 

“ That, as it is highly expedient that the Council should provide 
more efficient collections of appropriate examples of ornamental art for 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Schools, most of which are yet very 
inadequately supplied with normal examples and specimens, and are 
consequently prosecuting the prescribed course of study under the 
greatest disadvantages ; and, as it is desirable that with this view, the 
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Council should avail itself of the approaching general Exposition in 
Paris, the Director be instructed to visit Paris for this purpose, in the 
ensuing month, and be authorised to purchase to the extent of £l,400, 
the examples enumerated in the statement which he has laid before the 
Council.” 

Statement of the Director , respecting the Purchase of Examples . 

In obedience to the instructions of the Council at the last Meeting, I 
submit a detailed statement of my views as to providing the Schools 
with examples. Although several valuable colored examples have 
already been provided for the Head School, as the copies of the ara- 
besques of the Loggia, and a few other specimens of decorative painting, 
which have lately been added, it is exceedingly desirable to add to this 
collection ; for, whilst hundreds of examples of ornament in casts of 
sculpture, and in engraving, have been provided, there is a great want 
of examples of ornament in colors, such as would enable me to give 
instruction in this very important department of study, serve to ex- 
emplify, in a satisfactory manner, all the processes of painting, and 
convey to the pupils just ideas of colored ornaments. I propose that 
some colored paintings should be executed in France by the artists 
lately employed in the Hotel de Ville, the Chambre des Pairs, and the 
Chambre des Deputes. These are accomplished decorators, and pro- 
duce probably the best ornamental paintings now executed anywhere. 
I have the pleasure of being acquainted with the leading artists 
employed in these monuments, and I believe that I shall be able to 
secure the best specimens which can be painted. 

I beg to state that I conceive it to be essential to this important 
collection of colored ornaments, that copies from antique and middle- 
age examples should be procured. I am very desirous to obtain one 
or two excellent copies executed in Naples, of pieces of Pompeian 
decoration, and I have an excellent opportunity at this moment of 
securing the execution of them. 

In Paris, I propose to cause a few copies to be made from the ara- 
besques in the Chamber of Mary of Medicis; and I trust that this col- 
lection of copies may be gradually augmented from time to time as 
opportunities occur. 

If it be necessary to provide illustrations of colored ornament for 
the Head School, it is still more necessary to provide them for the 
Provincial Schools. 

I would press the fact upon the Council, that, in the country few 
people indeed know any thing of this subject, and that the Masters in 
the Schools have seen little or nothing of works of this description. It 
is, therefore, the more necessary to procure examples for the Schools 
which they superintend. 

I would propose that, in France, besides copies of old works, a 
variety of examples of different kinds of ornament should be painted. 
It has been proposed to send to the Branch Schools examples which are 
produced in the Head School, and, accordingly, I send such specimens 
as appear to me to be sufficiently well done ; but years must elapse 
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before the requisite supply can be produced in this manner, and in the 
mean time the Schools comparatively stand still ; and applications are 
made from every quarter by the Masters for colored examples. 

If it be necessary to provide the Schools with prints and casts to 
assist the Masters in giving instructions in forms , it is equally neces- 
sary to provide proper examples to enable them to give instruction in 
coloring. If good examples be placed before the students more good 
will be effected in a few months than can otherwise be accomplished in 
as many years. 

The discovery of the Baths of Titus produced a new school of Deco- 
ration ; and every reform which has been made in art, every step in 
advance, has been the result of the discovery of examples of art of a 
better quality than that practised at the time. It may also be observed 
that wherever any effort has been made for the improvement of art, 
galleries of examples have been formed. 

This principle of proceeding is recognised with regard to Fine 
Art in all its branches, and it appears to me that it ought to be equally 
adopted with respect to Ornamental Art. Such a collection has been 
commenced ; I trust it will be completed, and that our School will be 
enabled to exhibit specimens of the decorative painting of every good 
period of the art. Besides painting, there are other branches of art 
applied to decoration and manufactures, of which specimens should be 
procured. 

Our neighbours excel us in ornamental sculpture ; that is, in sculp- 
ture applied to modern uses : the models made for decorative purposes 
are very excellent, especially those for casting in metals. I propose to 
find out the artists who execute these, and to form a small collection to 
be distributed to those Schools where instruction in this art is espe- 
cially necessary ; and I propose to accompany these with a few choice 
specimens of castings in metal. I believe it to be essential to the wel- 
fare of the Schools and the instruction of the manufacturers, to place 
examples in all of them which will influence their feelings in the most 
direct manner. In very few cases indeed are the manufacturers capa- 
ble of tracing the connection between casts of mutilated fragments of 
ornaments and their own manufactures. So little do they understand 
the use of these in a School of Design that the most intelligent per- 
sons visit our Schools, and declare afterwards that they can find nothing 
of the least use to them. It is much the same with the pupils : they 
draw for a long time without perceiving any application of the exam- 
ples which they copy, and frequently abandon the pursuit in con- 
sequence. I therefore consider it exceedingly desirable to place in the 
Schools specimens of modern works of taste and manufactures, so as 
to enable the Masters to illustrate the utility of their lessons, and to 
prove to the manufacturers that the models which appear to them so 
entirely useless, are in reality absolutely essential in the Schools. 

I do not think it necessary to accumulate specimens of castings in 
the Head School, as at the Museum of Economic Geology a collec- 
tion not only of castings, but of other specimens of manufactures, is 
being formed, which must prove of the utmost service to this School. 
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Sir Henry de la Beche has made proposals to render the Museum use- 
ful to this establishment, and to avail himself of any knowledge of art 
and of the continent, which I may possess, and of the services of 
pupils in this School, which I have no doubt will meet with the appro- 
bation of the Council. 

It is necessary, in considering this subject, to attend to the wants of 
manufacturers in the different towns in which we have Schools. Spe- 
cimens of silks are earnestly desired at Manchester and Spitalfields, 
and should be provided for some other Schools. 

I beg to state that I do not propose that these shall be purchased 
merely as specimens of manufacture ; it is a part of my plan of instruc- 
tion that pupils shall copy these specimens just as a student of fine art 
would be required to copy an excellent picture for his improvement. I 
propose, therefore, to purchase all such specimens of manufacture, not 
for the mere purpose of furnishing practical museums, but to provide 
the Schools with complete examples of the kind of works which the 
Masters are endeavouring to teach the pupils to execute. 

With the same view, I propose to send to some of the Schools a few 
perfect specimens of china and earthenware. The French have long 
enjoyed a reputation for their china. I regret to say that, in many 
respects, they set us an example of superior excellence in earthenware. 

Besides serving as examples in the Schools these specimens will be 
of great value in illustrating the progress of our neighbours in orna- 
mental manufactures and enabling our own manufacturers to compare 
the productions of the two countries. 

Considerable dexterity in carving has been attained in this country ; 
but, as far as I have been able to observe, there is little to be com- 
mended in the style. The carvers indeed appear to be mere imitators, 
and their works are chiefly valued for the amount of excellence at- 
tained in direct and close imitation. 

This principle is unhappily carried out everywhere; our glass 
Stainers imitate old windows to the dirt upon the glass ; our orna- 
mental sculptors, in restoring portions of our monuments, imitate, in 
the sculptures, the deformities of barbarous periods of the art. Our 
neighbours have overcome such prejudices ; and in Belgium the art of 
carving in wood has been raised to the dignity of a fine art. Should 
the Council approve, I would purchase a few specimens of Belgian 
carving, to place beside our own. 

I piopose also to purchase at the Exhibition of decorative works 
and manufactures now open in Paris, any very remarkable specimens 

! a , , * manufacture which I may consider useful in the Schools. 

In all Continental Schools the study of drapery is anxiously attended 
to, and lay figures are provided, on which drapery is hung, and care- 
tully studied, at fixed periods. I have felt the want of such a figure 
and propose that one be purchased in Paris, and placed in the School’ 
to assist in this important branch of study. ’ 

J f n [?i lowin g statement I have made a division of the probable 
Schools rellt artkleS ’ b °° ks ’ and exam P les > required for the 
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Copies of Arabesques, from ancient and middle-age spe- 
cimens; modern specimens of Decorative Paintings, to 
comprise examples of various ornaments of flowers and 
leaves, painted from nature, to assist in giving instruction 

in all the Schools 

Casts of modern Works of Decorative Sculpture, such as 
casts of clock cases, small figures made for ornamental 
purposes, ornaments, casts of cameos, casts from ancient 

armour, and Works in Iron and Steel 

Books, of colored, and other Ornaments 

Specimens of Castings in Bronze and other Metals, from 
antique and middle-age specimens ; also modern Casts . 

Specimens of Silks for some of the Schools 

Ditto Glass and China ........ 

A Lay Figure . 4 

Sjjecimens of remarkable Ornamental Manufactures . . 

Carvings 

Additional Elementary Examples for all the Schools . 



£ 



350 



100 

260 

100 

50 

50 

30 

300 

100 

60 



£ 1,400 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

The Council then deliberated upon the expediency of adopting 
the foregoing proposition, and resolved, — 

That the Director be instructed to visit Paris in the ensuing month, 
and be authorised to purchase the examples enumerated in the statement 
which he has submitted to the Council, to the extent of £ 1 , 400 , to be 
paid from the outfit fund placed at the disposal of the Council for 
providing casts, models, &c., including a balance of £600 remain- 
ing due to the Provincial Schools, on account of grants for outfit 
supplies. 

It was further resolved, that Mr. Lefevre be especially re- 
quested to present this Minute of Ihe Council to the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade. 

V. — The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank 
of England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and 
payments were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash 
Book, Bank Book, Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and At- 
tendance : — 
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7tli May, 1844. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. Ou Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance at last Audit, 1 
on 2nd April . • j 


£ s . d. 
1,088 17 9 


£ 8 . d. 

2,449 4 10 


£ «. d. 

1,646 10 0 


£ d. 

5,184 12 7 


Dr. 

To Fees received for 
April : — 










Male School — 
Morning £12 0 0 

Evening .17 16 0 
Female School 5 8 0 


35 4 0 






35 4 0 






* * 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a / c of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a / c of ditto No. 3 


1,124 1 9 

446 18 1 


2,449 4 10 
395* il 4 


1,646 10 0 

;; 1 
558 18 0) 


5,219 16 7 
1,401 7 5 


Balance . 


677 3 8 


2,053 13 6 


1,087 12 0 


3,818 9 2 


The details of these'! 
transpositions in 1 Add . 
the particular ha- \ * , 

lances are given | Subtract 
in the Cash Booh J 


32 10 11 


84**4 5 


51 13 6 


. . 


Balance in the Bankl 
this day . . . J 


709 14 7 


1,969 9 1 


1,139 5 6 


3,818 9 2 



Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , June\th> 1844. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 2.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , June 4 t\ 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present: — 

In the Chair , 

[The Right Hon. Lord Colborne, Chairman . 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, J ames Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas F., Esq. 

Hamilton, William R Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman. 
Knight, Henry Gally, Esq., M.P., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

r a. - M' nutes of the last Meeting of (he Council on the 7th 
of May, were read and confirmed. 7th 

followT™' Mon "' Iy R ' TOrt of ll,e Direclor „ 
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Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spitalfields 
during May 1844. 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 


fields. 


Total Number on the Books : — 


Male. 


Female 


Male. 








Morning School • 


81 


, , 


| 180 


Evening ditto 


209 


. . 


Female ditto . 




54 


•• 


Morning School : — 








Largest Number who have attended on any one Day • 


69 


50 


13 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


51 


39 


6 


Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 


62 


44 


10 


Evening School : — 








Largest Number who have attended on any one Evening 


158 




131 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


83 




115 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 


139 


•• 


120 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : — 








VII. Class: Outline Drawing, with Pencil . . • 


149 


22 


102 


VI. Class : Shading; with Chalks, from the Flat 


29 


18 


18 


V. Class : Modelling . • . 


15 


# 


4 


IV. Class: Drawing from Casts, with Chalks 
III. Class: Elementary Coloring 


12 


6 




17 


8 


* *6 


II. Class : Drawing the Human Figure .... 


31 


• • 




I. Class : Practice in Ornamental Design . . . 


30 


♦ • 


’1*8 



The majority of the students are still at work upon the drawings and 
paintings for prizes. 

Since the last Meeting of the Council the Spitalfields School has 
been re-opened, in the new premises recently taken on lease by the 
Committee of Management. These premises have been conveniently 
fitted up for the accommodation of the pupils, on a plan resembling, in 
many respects, that adopted in the Head School. 

A laTge room has been built as an elementary class room, to accom- 
modate 100 pupils ; and as other rooms in the building, appropriated 
to the higher classes, are capable of containing about the same number, 
it is calculated that nearly 200 can be conveniently accommodated by 
the arrangements which have been made. 

The School was re-opened on the 16th of May last, and by the request 
of the Committee I delivered an address to the pupils upon that occasion. 
The Meeting was attended by the Committee, and other gentlemen 
interested in the Spitalfields manufactures, who addressed the pupils 
upon the advantages to be derived from a diligent attendance in the 
School. 
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I take this opportunity of bringing under the consideration of the 
Council a proposition of a new arrangement with regard to the Masters 
employed in the Central School, in order that, before the commencement 
of the next session, such alteration may be determined upon as the 
Council may consider to be most expedient. 

There is now an evening coloring class, which will soon be numer- 
ously attended. I therefore propose that Mr. Herbert be designated 
Master of the classes for the Figure, and of the evening class for Coloring, 
and that he be relieved of his care of the elementary and ornamental 
drawing classes. I have conferred with Mr. Herbert, and have received 
an expression of his assent to this proposition. 

It is very desirable to appoint a Head Teacher for the elementary 
drawing classes in the Evening School, which are constantly attended by 
more than 100 pupils ; and this Master should be especially competent 
to give instruction in the course of outline and shaded drawing of 
ornament. The Modelling Master formerly fulfilled this duty ; but Mr. 
Wornell not having studied drawing, is not able to conduct these drawing 
classes. ° 

As no Morning Master is required in the present constitution of the 
School, the teaching being conducted by the Exhibitioners, under the 
constant supervision of the Director, the salarv appropriated in the 
estimate for the present year, to a Morning Master, namely £125, is 
not at present disposed of. I would therefore suggest that this sum be 
applied towards the payment of a fully competent person to take charge 
of the Evening School, at a salary of at least £150 per annum. 

Three candidates have offered themselves for the situation of Master 

* he Glasgow School of Design— Mr. Brine, Mr. Beith, and Mr. 
M Manus, Associate of the Royal Hibernian Academy ; and Mr. Ham- 
mersley has offered himself as a candidate for a Teachership in the 
Head School, with a view to being educated for the office of Master in 
a Provincial School. 

I submit to the Council the expediency of dismissing from the Central 
School, according to the provisions of the 11th Rule for Attendance, 
Conduct, and Studies, two students, George Loyd and George Mitchell 
who have made no progress whatever, and afford no hope of future’ 
improvement. r 

I submit for the inspection of the Council, specimens of drawings 
received from the Schools at York and Birmingham, several of which 
are highly creditable to the respective Masters and pupils. Mr. Patter- 
son, the Master of York School, is at present in London during his 
vacation. b 

I recommend to the Council the purchase of the following books and 
examples, for the use of the Schools. 

Fi^m copies of Pugin’s Glossary of Ecclesiastical Ornament, each 

£5. 10s. ; namely, one each, for the Central School, and the Schools 

at Spitalfields, York, Manchester, and Birmingham. 
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Three copies of Gruner’s lithograph copies of Scripture Subjects by 

Raphael. 9s. per number. 

Five colored prints of Frescos in the Palazzo Farnese, by Aunibal 

Caracci. £10. From Mr. Rogers. 

Two oil paintings of Fruit, by Schneider, from the Angerstein Gal- 
lery. £13. From Mr. Rogers. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

June 4 thy 1844. Director . 

III. — The Council having considered the several propositions in 
the foregoing Report, resolved — 

1. That, in reference to the proposition assented to by Mr. Herbert, 
a communication be made to that gentleman, requesting him to super- 
intend the evening Coloring class in the ante-room, instead of the 
Elementary Drawing classes in the large room ; and that, as the new 
arrangements in the School now enable the students at once to com- 
mence their work on entering the School at half-past six, Mr. Herbert 
be informed that the Council deem it extremely desirable that he 
should be present at that time ; and that his two hours of attendance 
be from half-past six to half- past eight, instead of from seven to nine — 
superintendence during the first half hour being considered to be 
much more necessary than during the last. 

2. That Mr. Henry M‘Manus, Associate of the Royal Hibernian 
Academy, be appointed on probation for a Mastership in a Provincial 
School, with a salary at the rate of £150 per annum ; and that, with 
a view to preparation for this office, he shall perform the duties of 
Teacher in the Central School during such time as the Council may 
consider necessary to prove his possession of the requisite qualifications. 

3. That Mr. Hammersley be appointed as a Teacher in the Central 
School, on the same terms and conditions determined upon in the 
appointment of Mr. Stewart and Mr. ^‘Murdoch at the last Meeting 
of the Council. 

4. That the two students, Mr. George Loyd and Mr. George 
Mitchell, be dismissed, as recommended by the Director. 

5. That the books of plates, prints, and examples of painting, 
recommended in the Director’s Report, be purchased at the prices 
there stated. 

The question of appointing a Head Teacher of the Elementary 
Drawing classes of the Evening School was postponed for further 
consideration. 

IV. — The following Minutes of the Finance Committee were 
read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered to be 
made. 



* 
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Tuesday , bth, 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day, at Two o’clock, previous to the 
Meeting of the Council. 



present : — 



W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 

Gibson, Thomas F., Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and it was 
resolved that they be recommended to the Council for payment : 



Salaries for May : — . 

Mr. Wilson # 

Herbert ] 

Dyce . * . * ’ * 

Spratt ’ * 

Deverell * 

Lipsham * 

Wornell 

Mrs. M‘Ian * * * 

Miss Waterhouse, five weeks, from 30th April to 

4th June, at £l. Is . 

Six Exhibitioners, five weeks, at 5s. per week 
each, from 27th April to 1st June .... 
Wages and petty Cash advanced to the Assistant 

Secretary for June 

Advance to ditto, for Drawing Materials . . . 

1 ax. Poor’s Rate, two quarters, to Michaelmas • 
Mr. Boyd/ for a Chest for the Modelling Class . 
— - H. Bohn, for Pugin’s Work on Ecclesiastical 
™ 0r ^ ail S ient » 4 c0 P ies > at £5. 10 s. each . . . 

Mr. Mo^en, for Glazing Frames . £14 0 
Stevens and Son, for Plaster . 10 0 

Gas Company, Supply for May 

Colored Copies of Mr. Gruner’s Work . 

Mr. Brucciani, chiefly for Casts from Moulds 
presented by Mr. Thomson, of Clitheroe . . 

Mr. Rogers, for Paintings and Prints .... 



£ s . d. 
33 6 8 
16 13 4 
8 6 8 
14 11 8 
16 13 4 
5 8 4 
7 1 8 
12 10 0 

5 5 0 

7 10 0 

25 0 0 
5 0 0 
4 5 0 
4 2 0 

22 0 0 



2 4 0 
11 0 0 
27 12 6 

41 16 6 
23 0 0 



The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
Enghnd was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank Book, 
Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance 



' \ w v\v \\ 
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4th June, 1844. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance last Audit . 
Dr, 

To Fees received for 
May : — 

Male School — 
Morning £12 10 0 
Evening .19 3 0 
Female School 5 7 0 


£ s. d. 

709 14 7 
37 0 0 


£ 8, d. 

1,969 9 1 


£ s. d. 
1,139 5 6 


£ *. d. 

3,818 9 2 

37 0 0 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/c of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 

Balance in the Bank 1 
this day . , . J 


746 14 7 
25 0 0 


1,969 9 1 

• • 

• • 


1,139 5 6 


3,855 9 2 
25 0 0 

• t 


721 14 7 


1,969 9 1 


1,139 5 6 


3,830 9 2 







Adjourned. (Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman, 

. V. — The following letter from the Board of Trade was read, 
and was ordered to be inserted in the Minutes of this Meeting : — 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade , 
Whitehall , June 4 th % 1844. 

Sir, 

I have laid before the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
for Trade, the Minutes of the Council of the School of Design of the 7th 
of May last; and, with reference to the proposition adopted by the 
Council for the visit of the Director to Paris, and for his purchase of 
the examples therein referred to, I am directed to state that my Lords, 
relying with confidence on the judgment of the Council as to the best 
means of promoting the successful progress of the Institutions entrusted 
to their management, see no reason for withholding their acquiescence 
in that proposition* 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN GEORGE SHAW LEFEVRE. 

Walter JR tiding Deverell , Esq, 
fyc, 4-c. 
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Mr. Wilson then stated that he was ready to proceed to Paris 
for the purchase of examples as determined upon ; that he pro- 
posed to set off. on Thursday, the 7th inst. ; and that, subject to 
the approval of the Council, he had made an arrangement with 
Mr. M ‘Manus to superintend the business of instruction in the 
Central School during his absence. This arrangement was 
approved by the Council ; and Mr. Wilson having calculated 
that, the amount of purchases for which cash would be required to 
be paid would probably be £800, a cheque on the Bank of 
England for this sum was authorised to be signed, and Mr. 
Deverell was instructed to obtain the proper letter of credit on the 
Bank Agents in Paris. The remaining £600 of the amount 
voted for this purchase of examples was expected to be required 
hereafter for specimens of decorative paintings, &c, to be ordered 
by Mr. Wilson in Paris. Among the gentlemen who had offered 
to accompany and assist Mr. Wilson in the selection of examples 
of ornamental art, were mentioned Mr. Gibson, Mr. Pellatt, Mr. 
Satterfield, of Manchester; Mr. Francis Clark, and Mr. Richards, 
of Birmingham ; Mr. Gruner; and Mr. Thomson, brother of Mr. 
Thomson, of Clitheroe. 



VI. The following letter was read, from Francis Clark, Esq., 
Treasurer of the School at Birmingham, enclosing an estimate of 
the cost of the furniture required for the School, amounting to 
£117. 12,?. 5 d. ; being £32 7s. 7d. less than the sum granted 
by the Council for this purpose, namely £150. 



Birmingham , May 30th, 1844. 

Dear Sir, 

At a recent Meeting of the Commmittee of the Society of Arts 
and School of Design, the sum of Thirty Pounds was appropriated from 
the Fees received from Students, towards making up the grant from the 
Government Council for an Assistant Master. Our Annual Meeting 
has been held this day under the presidency of Sir Francis Lawley; 
and the number and social importance of the visitors present on the 
occasion, and the great interest excited by the interesting proceedings, 
give as much reason to hope that a decided impetus has been given to 
the progress of our School. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 



W. R. Deverell , Esq., 

Secretary , School of Design . 



FRANCIS CLARK. 



A letter, dated the 31st May, 1844, was read from Mr. 
Spratt, containing the following statement respecting the present 
state of the School at Sheffield. 



17 



“ The School is progressively improving. Twenty- three students 
are competing for prizes. I have experienced much difficulty in the 
introduction of the requisite order and regularity, but have now 
succeeded in bringing the School into a state which gives general 
satisfaction to the Committee.” 

VII. The Assistant Secretary reported that, since the last 
Meeting of the Council, Her Majesty’s Treasury had filled up 
the vacancy in the office of Hall Porter and Office Keeper, by 
appointing Mr. John Baucutt, on the same terms as those of the 
appointment of the late Mr. Borrett; and that, with respect to the 
distribution of the apartments, the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Office of Woods had approved the arrangement suggested by the 
Council, and had referred, and recommended, the proposition to 
the Treasury for final confirmation. 

The question as to the degree of the Hall Porter’s amenability 
to the Council was taken into consideration, together with a 
memorandum of the duties to be required of him on the part of 
the School of Design ; and Mr. Deverell was directed to see the 
proper Officer at the Treasury on the subject, in order that these 
arrangements may be distinctly understood. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , July 9, 1844. 



(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Vice- Chai) man. 
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{Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 3.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , July 9 th y 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

PRESENT .* 

In the Chair , 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman. 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Cockerell, C. R., Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 
4th of June, were read and confirmed. 

II- — The Director read the following Report of his pro- 
ceedings in Paris : — r 

I submit to the Council a Report of my proceedings in Paris, in 
effecting purchases of Works of Art, Specimens of Manufactures, and 
Books, for the use of the School ; and I am anxious to accompany my 
statement with a few observations upon the present state of taste in 
France as applied to manufactures. I regret much that, from the 
circumstance of having been almost unremittingly employed in nego- 
ciating purchases, I had little time to give to this important subject of 
enquiry, and can form a judgment only from a review of the late 
extraordinary Exhibition of the products of industry, and from the few 
and brief opportunities of conversation which I had with artists and 
manufacturers. 

The number of contributions to the late Exhibition were 3,963, 
and it is probable that the articles exhibited amounted to 70,000. It 
is said that the walks, through the stalls exceeded five miles in extent ; 
however, it may be infen-ed from the prevalence of such an opinion, 
that the Exhibition was in reality of great extent : so that, although I 
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visited it frequently, I could hardly form an opinion as to all the objects 
exhibited, although, with few exceptions, nearly all were of interest, 
considered with relation to our Schools, as, in the great majority of 
them, design was exhibited in a greater or less degree. 

It may be urged, with reference to the contents of this Exhibition, 
that the articles were all prepared on purpose ; that a great exertion 
had been made to produce manufactures of a very superior description 
in every respect ; and that we cannot therefore form a just estimate of 
the manufactures of France by an examination of this Exhibition. 
It is perfectly true that a great number of the articles in the Exhi- 
bition were manufactured on purpose, and will not be manufactured 
again without express commissions ; but I ascertained, so far as I was 
able to enquire, that they were designed, modelled, and manufactured 
by the artists and workmen usually employed in such manufactures, 
and that, therefore, the articles exhibited furnished true and just evidence 
of the taste of the artists, and of the skill of the manufacturers of France. 

I was accompanied several times in my visits to the Exhibition by 
English manufacturers of great experience, and 1 was favored with 
their practical opinions of many of the objects which were exhibited ; 
and from these opinions, combined with such observations as I was 
able to make, it appears to be a painful fact, that, in a great number 
of manufactures, the French excel us in taste to an incredible extent, 
and, in many, in quality of fabric also. 

I cannot venture to state a very positive opinion as to the relative 
merits of our own and French manufactures in every case, and in all 
respects; but I confidently state that, whilst in a number of manu- 
factures, which cannot be deemed necesssary for every-day life, the 
French greatly excel us, in many others which are necessary to our 
daily comfort, and which are provided for the necessities of people of 
moderate incomes, they are inferior to us, not only in quality but in 
taste, which last fact is not easily accounted for. Take for instance, 
furniture. I saw a great quantity, at an enormous price, which 
certainly excelled any thing that we can produce in point of desig 
and taste, and appeared to be quite equal, at any rate, to our best, i 
every other respect; but I inspected several magazines of household 
furniture prepared for ordinary purposes, and I cannot hesitate to say 
it was far less beautiful than the same kind of furniture in this country, 
whilst I was informed by an experienced manufacturer of London that 
it is inferior in make. I examined large assortments of hardware, and 
found that, whilst great taste had been displayed in the decoration, the 
actual manufacture was very inferior indeed to our own. French china 
and glass is very beautiful, so far as the most expensive production? 
are concerned, but the cheaper qualities appear to be, as yet, muc 
inferior to ours. However, in this manufacture they are making great 
progress, and we have reason to contemplate their efforts with anxiety, 
•or I saw many interesting and very elegant manufactures of earthen- 
ware, of very beautiful design ; and it is evident that the French 
are making the most surprising exertions to place all their manu- 
iactures on a footing of equality, in point of fabric, with those of this 
country. I shall mention a few striking instances. 
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I observed some very beautiful damask table-cloths in the Exhi- 
bition, and was informed by an eminent Manchester dealer that, about 
twelve years ago, the French made no such article, whilst, in his 
opinion, those exhibited now were of equal quality and equally beau- 
tiful with the finest productions of either the German, Scotch, or Irish 
looms. Carpets of an economic description, in point of quality and 
price, were formerly little used in France. I am informed that they 
are now almost universally used ; especially in Paris. Imitations of 
Scotch carpets are not equal, either in quality or pattern, to our own ; 
but I was shown a number of carpets which corresponded with ours 
of finer qualities. These are, as yet, inferior to our Brussels in fabric ; 
and, from local circumstances, they are dearer ; still they are very 
beautiful ; and our manufacturers feel very anxious in contemplating 
the progress of this important branch of trade. A portion of the 
Exhibition consisted of machines of great size and power ; these, of 
course, are inferior to those of British manufacture, but were pro- 
nounced by an experienced person (Mr. Whitworth, of Manchester) 
to be of very creditable fabric ; and the fact also assists in establishing 
evidence of the energy with which the French are improving all 
their manufactures. Other manufactures might be mentioned, but I 
shall only notice that of plate , on the perfect manufacture of which we 
have prided ourselves. I cannot venture to speak of the plate in point 
of make, but I can bear evidence to its unquestionable beauty ; and I 
saw a great deal which, in point of design and execution, speaking as 
an artist, equals, in every respect, the finest productions of Italy in the 
middle ages. I much doubt whether we have any workmen who could 
produce any thing equal to some of the plate which I saw in the 
Exhibition: it is designed and modelled by the best artists, and 
chiselled with the most exquisite taste and skill. These expressions 
may appear strong, but I believe them to be just in every respect. 

The skill of the French in bronze casting is unrivalled, and has led 
to a prodigious reduction in the cost, so that this branch of manu- 
facture and commerce is in a flourishing condition. I presume that 
the importance of this art, independently of its contributing to our 
enjoyments by its numerous beautiful productions, cannot be ques- 
tioned. I may perhaps mention, that the statue of Henry IV., on the 
Pont Neuf, cast about the year 1816, cost 460,000 francs ; that 
of Louis XIV., in the Place des Victoires, cast about 1827, cost 

120.000 francs; and that at Versailles, cast in 1834, cost 80,000 
francs ; whilst now an equestrian bronze statue, of colossal proportions, 
may be cast for 50,000 francs: a single figure, 9 feet high, costs 

6.000 francs to cast ; and French artists are able to get their works 
cast, when they do not exceed above 3 feet, for 800 francs. Aitists 
are paid for their models according to their professional standing, and 
it is unnecessary that I should make any remarks upon this subject. 

Great progress has been made in iron casting and monumental 
statues ; the large sculptured doors of religious and civil edifices, and 
other productions of art, are cast with great success in iron. I have 
purchased some very important specimens of French castings, both in 
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bronze and iron ; and amongst them are some ornaments chiseled 
in iron, with the most exquisite skill. 

I have examined and procured specimens of other manufactures of 
various descriptions, amongst which are silks and paper hangings, 
with regard to which I need make no remarks, as their superiority is 
well known. I felt anxious to see some of the designers for these, 
and to collect a few of the drawings which are made for silk weavers, 
paper and calico printers, and other manufacturers. I was surprised 
to find the best of these artists not merely comfortably but elegantly 
lodged ; and I soon found that the price of their drawings is such, that 
I could purchase very few of them indeed. Having made enquiries 
amongst the manufacturers, I found that 1000 francs are given for a rich 
design for a carpet, and that 100 to 150 francs is a common price for 
a design for silk; much larger sums being given according to the 
pattern. An eminent manufacturer pays his designer 6000 francs 
a year ; and designs for papers, and even mere borders, I found valued 
at prices from 150 to 200 francs. I find, in London, that a designer 
for paper-hangings gets, at most, two guineas for a design, more fre- 
quently from 7$. to 14s. ; and that 5s. is considered, when the drawing 
is small, sufficient remuneration for a designer for silk in Spitalfields. 

Manufacturers who pay for designs in this way cannot fairly ex- 
pect to obtain good patterns ; and our Schools I fear will prove of little 
advantage so long as such ideas of the value of designs exist. In 
France, a designer for manufactures occupies a respectable situation in 
society, and is treated with deference, whilst in London this class of 
artists are more badly paid, and more looked down upon than the 
artizans who work from the designs. I found many Poles engaged as 
designers in Paris; men who having had no opportunity of studying in 
their youth, have, under the pressure of necessity, become skilful 
draughtsmen, and furnish our Manchester and other manufacturers 
with designs at the enormous costs referred to in a former Report. 

Every encouragement is held out by the French Government to the 
manufacturers of France, and success is rewarded in a variety of ways ; 
honors are conferred ; and, in the Exhibition, 1 observed that a great 
number of articles of the finest manufacture, and of beautiful taste, had 
been purchased by the King, and Royal Family, and also by members of 
the Government. Medals in gold, silver, and bronze, were given in cases 
of successful industry, intelligence, and taste : even rank is conferred in 
some cases ; and the King visited the Exhibition once a week, and mani- 
fested a warm interest in the promotion of its objects, by conversing with 
the manufacturers, and commending, and purchasing their productions. 

It does not appear that any very extensive knowledge of ornament 
is necessary to form such designers as those whom I have mentioned ; 
indeed, so far as I can judge from my visits to those artists, and from 
my inspection of the manufactures, there is no peculiar or extensive 
knowledge of ornament amongst the artists ; and so far as some manu- 
factures are concerned, there can be no doubt that, in some respects, 
several of our own pupils are better artists than those who are so ex- 
tensively employed in France rand this again would seem to point out 
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that the fault is with our manufacturers, who do not offer, in this 
country, an encouraging price for designs. The French designers ap- 
pear also to follow, exclusively, particular branches of design, and do 
not pursue, as is the case in our Schools, every kind of ornamental art 
and design, without having apparently any decided object of their studies. 

I now turn to another important subject. I proposed to the Council 
to cause several examples of ornaments to be painted by first-rate 
French decorators ; but after an examination of their works with a 
view to this, and proper enquiries amongst some of the leading French 
artists, I was induced entirely to abandon this idea. I am of opinion 
that, although these French decorators paint with much dexterity, 
they are, in reality, bad ornamentists, and that their style of art is to be 
avoided. I therefore resolved not to add to the importation now largely 
going on of this kind of art, but believing that our pupils are pursuing 
a better road, I prefer contending with our difficulties, from the want 
of certain examples, to the introduction of modern French decorative 
art. As, however, it is very desirable to form a Gallery of Copies from 
really good originals, I have employed a very clever young artist, not 
a decorator at all, to make several copies in the Chamber of Mary of 
Medicis. Another clever artist was also particularly recommended to 
me ; and as he had made the tour of Italy and brought home many 
admirable studies of ornament, I have proposed one commission to him 
on trial, whilst I have made an offer for one of his drawings. I have 
purchased for the Council specimens of casting in iron, amongst which 
a panel of the door of the Church of St. Vincent de Paul, by permission 
of the architect, Mr. Hittorf; castings, in bronze, of figures, vases, 
paterae, medallions, and other articles ; and a portion of the bronze 
architrave of the door of the Madeleine, by permission of the architect ; 
one specimen of French glass painting, from the Exhibition in the 
Louvre, by permission of His Majesty; two vases — Sevres china, 
and various other specimens of china, from the Exhibition ; several 
specimens of glass ware, consisting of magnificent vases ; very clever 
specimens of terra cotta, for garden purposes ; also, silks, paper- 
hangings, and drawings, for those manufactures; carpets; admirable 
examples of ornaments, in carton pierre, in leather, and in casts, of 
various descriptions ; plate, that is, some few specimens of French 
workmanship in silver; one painting, a la tire , by M. Couder, 
and two on stone and scagliola, by M. Ceceri — these two last must be 
considered as the work of a decorator only, but are purchased as ex- 
amples of a new method, or rather of the revival of an old method, of 
painting in France ; some original models by one of the best of the 
French modelers. Wfiilst I esteem the decorative painters very lightly, I 
highly appreciate the merits of the modelers, who may be said to belong to 
the same class of artists. I purchased a few specimens of carving ; a 
selection of casts from the Louvre ; and a considerable collection of books. 

I would beg to add to this Report a statement of my conviction that 
there does not exist any fixed principle of taste in the French public 
generally, so far as style is considered ; on the contrary, the public is 
very capricious, and the prevalence of a good style of ornamental art 
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appears to be accidental ; caprice or fashion has for some time preferred 
the style of the Renaissance, but this is again disappearing, and the 
izarre taste of the time of Louis XV., perhaps the worst that ever 
prevailed, is now predominant. 

I would also observe that the value of museums and galleries of easy 
access to the public has been remarkably demonstrated by the late 
Exhibition. I found the type of nearly every article of cabinet work, 
plate, and iron ornaments, exhibited in the Hotel de Cluny, or at 
Fontainbleau. However valuable museums of classic art may be, it 
would appear that it is equally essential that museums of carefully 
chosen specimens of the happier periods of middle age art should be 
formed, if we wish to improve the taste of our manufacturers, who have 
little sympathy with the works of classic times, which it requires much 
knowledge of art to appreciate. The admirable carving, the rich stuffs, 
the tasteful iron work, the enamels, bronzes, glass, porcelain, and the 
ornamental paintings of the middle ages, address the taste and intelli- 
gence of manufacturers and the public generally, in the most direct and 
lively manner. To the formation of such museums we must unques- 
tionably, amongst other means, attribute the remarkable progress of 
the French ; and it is very desirable that, in connection with this School, 
something of the kind should be held in view. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

July 9thy 1844. Director . 

The foregoing Report was approved by the Council, and it was 
ordered that it be entered upon the Minutes of this Meeting. 

III. The Monthly Report of the Director was read, as follows: — 

In reporting the attendance at the Central School and Spitalfields, 
for June, I have annexed, in corresponding columns, the Returns 
supplied by the Quarterly Reports from the Provincial Schools to the 
end of the same month. 

During my absence the School has been conducted in the morning by 
Mr. Macmanus, and I am perfectly satisfied with all that has been done. 
I am informed that the conduct of the students has been very satisfac- 
tory, and that there has not been a single case of insubordination. 

I am so satisfied of the judgment and qualities of Mr. M‘Manus as a 
teacher and conductor of a School, that I can, with more confidence than 
formerly, recommend him to the favorable consideration of the Council. 

The designs and drawings of the pupils are now nearly all ready 
for exhibition, on any day which the Council may think advisable. 

Mr. Rice, one of the Exhibitioners, having finished his painting, is 
employed in the garden pavilion of Buckingham Palace, painting the 
arabesques for its decoration in fresco. 

The School is not so well attended at this season as in the winter, 
particularly when the weather is fine; but from all that I am able to 
observe, I feel convinced that, as a sense of the importance of their 
studies increases, the attendance of the pupils will be much more 
regular, and I shall gradually compel it by stringent measures. 



Attendance of the Students in the Schools of Design at Somerset House and Spitalfields, for June ; and in the 
Provincial Schools, for the Quarter ending 30th June, 1844. 
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It is necessary that I should state that, in my absence, Mr. Herbert 
rarely attended in the evening. It appears that this was caused by 
anxiety to finish his fresco for the Commission of Fine Arts. I 
therefore trust that the Council, in this instance, will be pleased to 
excuse the irregularity; although, as it has been a source of incon- 
venience and loss to the pupils, it should not again be permitted. 

I inspected the drawings by the pupils in the Spitalfields School 
yesterday, and am happy to be able to report that many of them are 
very creditable both to the Master and pupils. 

Drawings are sent from Manchester and Birmingham, which are 
satisfactory ; especially those from the last place, which are a great im- 
provement on the first set. 

With reference to the communication of the Committee of the 
Sheffield School to the Council, respecting the permanent appointment 
of Mr. Spratt as Master of that School, I beg to recommend that the 
request of the Committee be complied with, and that the salary of 
Mr. Spratt be made £150. 

A request has been received from Newcastle for furniture and 
fittings, accompanied by a plan of the School. I beg to recommend 
the application to the favorable consideration of the Council. 

A request has been received from Mr. Carter Hall, Editor of “ The 
Art Union Journal,” for permission to engrave, in that periodical, some 
of the examples of ornamental manufactures in the Central School, 
and the prize productions of the students. 

I beg to propose that copies from our moulds be presented to the 
Institute at Paris, as new casts of the doors of the Baptistry at Florence 
are now being taken, and the Council may expect to be presented with 
a set of them. 

I submit for inspection, and recommend to the Council to purchase, 
for the use of the School, a pair of painted vases, of the Raphaelesque 
style, price £8. Ss. ; and I have to request that a further advance of 
£200 be made to me, on account of my purchases in Paris. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

July 9th, 1844. Director. 

IV. — The Council approved generally the preceding Report ; 
and having considered the several propositions therein, resolved — 

1 . That, in reference to the circumstance of Mr. Herbert’s frequent 
absence from the School during the last month, Mr. Wilson be directed 
to state to Mr. Herbert that the Council were aware of the fact, and 
also of the engagement which had occasioned this irregularity. 

2. That, in compliance with the request of the Committee of the 
Sheffield School, expressed in a letter from Mr. Wightman, of the 
27th of June, Mr. Spratt be appointed to the office of Master in that 
School, at a salary of <£150 per annum, on the same conditions as 
those enjoined to the other Masters of Provincial Schools, and with 
such additional allowance from the amount of fees, or otherwise, as 
the local Committee may deem advisable. The appointment to be 
dated from the last quarter day, 25th June, 1844. 
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3. That, in compliance with the request of the Committee of the 
Newcastle School, expressed in a letter from the Secretaries, Messrs. 
Harle and Greenhow, of the 4th instant, the sum of £47 be granted 
for furniture and fittings required in that School. 

4. That permission be given to the Editor of “ The Art Union 
Journal” to engrave examples of ornament, and prize productions of 
the students, in the Central School. 

5. That casts from the moulds in the Central School be presented 
to the Institute in Paris, as suggested by the Director, with a view 
to the receipt of others in return. 

6. That two painted Raphaelesque vases, now submitted for 
inspection, be purchased for the School, at £8. 8s. 

7. That a further sum of £200 be advanced to Mr. Wilson, on 
account of purchases made in Paris. 

V. — The following Minutes of the Finance Committee were 
read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered to 
be made. 



Tuesday , July 9th , 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



present : — 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 



Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and it was 
resolved that they be recommended to the Council for payment : — 



Salaries for June : 

Mr. Wilson 

— Dyce ... * 

— Herbert ] 

— Deverell 

— M‘Manus 

— Wornell * 

— Lipsliam \ 

— Hudson, one quarter, to 25tli June, Master of 

Spitalfields School 

Mrs. M‘Ian, one quarter, ditto . . 

Miss Waterhouse, five weeks, from 4th June to 

9th July, at £1. 1$. per week 

Six Exhibitioners, one quarter, at £7. 10s. each, to 

25th June 

Ditto, five weeks’ Teaching, at 5*. per week each, 

from 1st June to 6th July 

Wages and petty Cash in advance to Mr. Deverell, 
for July 



£ *. d. 

33 6 8 
8 6 8 
16 13 4 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 
7 1 8 
*7 18 4 

25 0 0 
12 10 0 

5 5 0 

45 0 0 

7 10 0 

25 0 0 



The eommiltee considered and approved of the monthly payment of the sum 
inserted in the Estimate for casual payments to the Clerk, to constitute a total animal 
salary of L7o : also of the payment of 23*. per week to W. Mapleson. 
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*• 

5 

8 

8 

10 

0 



Tax, two half-year’s Sewer Rate 4 

Gas Company, Supply for June 7 

Messrs. Clowes, Printing Minutes, &c 13 

Mr. Murray, for putting up Blinds in the School . 1 

— Boswell, for Coals 3 

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, for Supply, to 

31st March, 1844 31 16 10 

Mr. Mapleson, Materials for Fresco 1 18 0 

Salaries of Masters of Provincial Schools to 25th June , 1844. 

£ *. d . 



Nottingham . 


Mr. Thompson, 


one quarter, at £100 


25 


0 


0 


Coventry . 


Mr. Evans, 


ditto • . . 


25 


0 


0 


York . . . 


Mr. Patterson, 


ditto . . . 


25 


0 


0 


Sheffield . . 


Mr. Spratt, 


ditto . . . 


25 


0 


0 


Birmingham . 


Mr. Dobson, 


ditto at £110 


27 10 


0 


Newcastle 


Mr. Scott, 


ditto 


27 10 


0 


Manchester . 


Mr. Wallis, 


ditto at £120 


30 


0 


0 



The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
ngland was reported, by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
ere found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank 
look, Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance: — 



9th July, 1844. 



1. Oa Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


£ *. d. 


£ *. d. 


£ *. d. 


£ 5. d. 


^ 721 14 7 


1,969 9 1 


1,139 5 6 


3,830 9 2 


1 

35 2 0 






35 2 0 


756 16 7 


1,969 9 1 


1,139 5 6 


3,865 11 2 


l 187 8 6 




•• 1 




5 


905*18 2 




1,093 6 8 


1 


•• 


•• J 




| 5,698 0 1 


1,063 10 11 


1,139 5 6 


2,772 4 6 



Audit j 



Balance at last Audit] 
on 4th June 



Dr. 



June : — 
Nlale School — 



L ^ r ' 

By Payments made 



I Balance in the Bank! 
this day . 



Adjourned. 



(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman . 



<A\\\ 



VI. — Mr. Deverell reported that, pursuant to directions given 
at the last Meeting of the Council, he had spoken with Mr. 
Edwin Crafer, and Mr. Charles Crafer, of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
respecting the duties of the Hall Porter, Mr. John Baucutt, and 
had been authorised to give any orders to this officer which the 
Council might deem requisite. Mr. Deverell further reported 
that he had accordingly drawn up and signed, in the name of the 
Council, a list of duties, to which Mr. Baucutt, who had received 
a copy of it, had assented. 

The list was then submitted to the Council, and was approved 
and confirmed. 

VII. — Mr. Deverell stated that he had been requested by 
Lord Colborne to express his Lordship’s regret that he could not 
attend the Meeting of the Council this day ; and to present the 
following two letters, with a suggestion that Mr. Gladstone be 
requested to preside at the distribution of Prizes. 

Colonel Anson to Lord Colborne . 

Buckingham Palace , June 29 th 9 1844, 

Dear Lord Colborne, 

The Prince desires me to tell you that he shall leave town next 
Wednesday week ; also, that he intends to have Fine Art Commission 
Meetings on Tuesday and Friday in next week, and on Tuesday in the 
following week : so that if you can make arrangements, not inter- 
fering with these days, for the distribution of the Prizes of the School 
of Design, His Royal Highness will endeavour to meet your wishes. 

Believe me, 

Yours very truly, 

The Lord Colborne. G. ANSON. 



Lord Colborne , in reply . 

June 30 th y 1844. 

Dear Anson, 

May I request you to express, in the most appropriate terms, my 
thanks to His Royal Highness for his great kindness, and the regret 
that I am sure the Council of the School of Design will feel at not 
being able to avail themselves of his kind offer of distributing the 
Prizes. The Director of the School is now in Paris, making purchases 
of models, &c., and it is impossible for us to have a meeting prior to 
His Royal Highness’s departure for Windsor. I hope that in another 
year the pupils will have made a progress more worthy of such 
patronage. 

I remain, yours truly, 

George Edward Anson , Esq . COLBORNE. 

SfC, fyc. 
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The circumstances of the subject were considered, and it was 
resolved that a Meeting of the Council be summoned on Monday 
the 22nd instant, at two o’clock, to examine the productions of 
the competitors, and to award the prizes ; that the distribution of 
them be appointed as soon thereafter as possible; and that a 
communication be made to Mr. Gladstone stating that the Council 
is desirous to be informed when it would be convenient to him to 
take the chair, on the occasion of distributing the prizes. 

VIII. — Letters, dated 3rd June, were read from Mr. Murdoch 
and Mr. Stewart, purposing to join the School, as Teachers, about 
the middle of the present month. 

A letter, dated 7th June, was read from Mr. Unett, Secretary 
of the Committee of the Birmingham School, reporting to the 
Council the following Resolution, passed at the last Annual 
General Meeting of the Subscribers : — 

“ That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the Council 
of the Government School of Design in London, for their great 
liberality in supporting this Institution by their Annual Grants ; and 
particularly to Mr. Wilson, the Director, for the attention and personal 
interest evinced by him in furthering the views of this Society.” 

A letter, dated 27th June, was read from Mr. Winstanley, 
Manchester, applying for supplies of the Drawing Book, which 
had accordingly been sent. 

A communication, dated 4th July, was read from Mr. Herbert, 
stating that, although it would be somewhat inconvenient to him 
to attend the Evening School, at half-past six ; yet, as the 
Council had been so good to him, he should very cheerfully com- 
ply with their desire. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , August 6th, 1844. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairmans 



(i Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 4.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , August 6th , 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Hon. Lord Colborne, Chairman . 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, W. R., Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman. 

Ker, H. Bellenden, Esq., Vice-Chairman . 

Knight, H. Gally, Esq., M.P., F.R.S. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. — The Minutes of Meetings of the Council, on the 9th, 22nd, 
and 24th of July, were read and confirmed. 

IT. — The Director read his Monthly Report, of which the 
following is a condensation. 
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Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spitalfields, 
during July 1844. 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 


fields. 


Tota JNumber on the Books : — 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 








Morning School 


81 


• • 


\ 267 


Evening ditto . • . . 


186 


• • 


Female ditto . « • 




53 




Number of Students entered during the Month • • 


• • 




*30 


Morning School: — 








Largest Number who have attended on any one Day • 


71 


46 


12 


Smallest Number ditto ditto • 


50 


27 


8 


Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 


61 


40 


10 


Evening School: — 








Largest Number who have attended on any one Evening 


129 


• • 


114 


Smallest Number ditto ditto • 


67 


• • 


93 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month . 


114 


• • 


106 


Number of Morning-School Students who attend thel 
Evening School . * . j 


16 




12 


• • 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : — 








MI. Class : Outline Drawing, with Pencil . . 






130 


VI. Class: Shading; with Chalks, from the Flat . 
V. Class: Modelling 






18 






3 


IV. Class: Drawing from Casts, with Chalks • . 






2 


III. Class : Elementary Coloring . . * . . 






10 


II. Class : Drawing the Human Figure .... 






I. Class : Practice in Ornamental Design . . 






14 



I am very desirous to bring under your particular notice, the present 
Ln ^ ch ° o1 in evei T respect, as this is the last Report which I 

shall have the honor to submit to you this Session ; and I am also 
anxious to submit for your consideration several important changes in 
the manner of conducting the School, which, I venture to think, will 
be greatly for its benefit. 

I shall first briefly enumerate my own duties in the School : these are 
o inspect the morning classes, to speak at least twice to each pupil in 
he elementary classes, and to instruct those who are more advanced; 

ln ^ truct ^ on as often as ^ may appear necessary to do so, and 
luihlling, in every respect, the duties of Director as already laid down. 
In me Evening School it is my duty to visit the School three times 
-week, to see the drawing of every pupil in it, on each of these evenings, 
nf T? observations u P on their progress, to fix their different courses 
study, to determine when they shall pass from one class to another, 
o suggest tasks for their exercise in design, and to see that the Masters 
perform their duties to the pupils. 

and r 6 £ ls ° t0 see that the disci P line of the School is maintained, 
na that the examples, books, and models are kept in proper order. 

10 enable me to fulfil my various duties with such success as I 
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earnestly desire, it is absolutely essential that all who are engaged in 
giving instruction in the School should be entirely subject to my con- 

trol and direction ; and that I should have their hearty, conscientious, 

intelligent, co-operation. This I have not yet had in any sufficient 
degree, and it appears to me to be absolutely necessary before com- 
mencing another Session, that some arrangement should be made to 
secure that efficient teaching which is necessary in carrying on the 
School with success. 

It is necessary that I should have Teachers who will earnestly interest 
themselves in the objects of the School ; who will enter into my views 
of the proper mode of conducting it, and will teach in harmony with 
myself ; who will not come and give their instructions without thinking 
or caring about the object of them, or whether the School be a School 
^ of Design or a mere Drawing School ; but who will, in every respect, 
attend to the interests and discipline of the School, and assist in 
maintaining order, and in taking care of the property of the Council, 
as well as in fulfilling their duties as Teachers. 

With a view to the improvement of our Exhibitioners, I formerly 
suggested that they should be employed as Teachers in the School. This 
arrangement is found, after a year’s experience, to require alteration. 
Mr. Kyd and Mr. Rice, two of the most intelligent, are about to be 
removed. Mr. Rice having been offered an appointment in the Edin- 
burgh School, which I hope the Council will permit him to accept ; and 
Mr. Kyd being proposed for the appointment of Assistant- Master at 
Birmingham. I am distinctly of opinion that the other young men will 
not, for a very long period, be fit for any charge, except as Assistant- 
Masters, in the Provincial Schools. Their assistance, as Teachers in 
the Central School, I do not consider it desirable to continue. 

The places of the Exhibitioners, as Assistant-Teachers, will be filled 
by the young men lately appointed, Messrs. Murdoch, Stewart, and 
Hammersley. 

With reference to a statement in my Report of the 4th of J une, I 
would suggest that an Evening Master be appointed in the place 
of Mr. Wornell, who shall take charge of the Ornamental Drawing 
classes, and the Modelling class, and that he be an artist of some 
eminence, and a man of education. Mr. Townsend, well-known as a 
successful competitor in the late Cartoon Exhibition, offers himself to 
the Council for this office. He is a man of unquestionable ability as 
an artist, of very considerable attainments otherwise, and I feel assured 
that he would give himself to the performance of his duties with an 
earnest desire to forward the objects of the School. 

Mr. Herbert will then continue his instructions in drawing the 
Figure, and in the evening Coloring class ; and the new Assistant- 
Masters will fulfil the duties hitherto performed by the Exhibitioners. 

I now turn to the Female School, and would direct the attention of 
the Council to the necessity for making it more expressly a School of 
Ornamental Art for the industrial classes. To promote this desirable 
object, I beg to suggest that the pupils be selected from among the 
applicants on the principle that all who intend to make design for 
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ornamental manufactures a means of subsistence, shall have the 
preference ; in order that the School may be rendered practically 
useful in accomplishing the object of its establishment, and be made 
bcma-fide a School of Ornament. 

A feeling is known to prevail amongst manufacturers and trades* 
men that, in our Schools, practical design, that is, pattern drawing, is 
not sufficiently attended to. It is impossible to find any artist who 
understands every kind of pattern drawing. It would, therefore, 
probably be of use to the School, if a person were engaged who 
could teach the practical application of design, that is, the making of 
working drawings for silk fabrics, cotton and woollen printing, carpets, 
table covers, furniture, &c. This is done already, so far as it is possible 
for me to direct their studies in this respect, but it might be more 
efficiently done by a separate Teacher; and I think that were this 
department provided for, it would gratify a large portion of the manu- 
facturing community interested in the progress and improvement of 
Design in this country. 

I now briefly advert to the Provincial Schools, merely to state that, 
as yet, it has not been practicable to establish a regular and uniform 
mode of conducting the business which relates to them ; and I would 
earnestly recommend to the Council that Mr. Deverell be authorised to 
visit the Provincial Schools, in order that he may have an opportunity 
of putting the business transactions of each School on a proper footing. 
There can be no doubt that Mr. Deverell would also bring much 
useful information from the localities of these Schools. 

Mr. M k Manus, during the last three months, has been engaged in 
the duties of teaching in the Head School, and I feel assured that should 
the Council be pleased to appoint him to the office of Master in the 
School at Glasgow, he will fill that situation with credit. 

Since the great increase of the property of the School in casts, 
examples, and manufactured articles, it has been found very difficult 
indeed to find room for these various things. Numerous persons now 
visit the School to see the collection. Many manufacturers and others 
are desirous of examining the specimens of French manufactures, and 
copies are now being made in the School for their use ; but it is quite 
impossible to exhibit these examples except under great disadvantage, 
and with much inconvenience. I therefore suggest that endeavours be 
made to obtain accommodation for the Female School in some other 
part of Somerset House, and that the rooms now occupied by the 
Female School be appropriated to the classes for the Figure and 
drawing from Casts; and that the present Figure room be used for 
exhibiting examples of manufactures, and for the Coloring classes. 

I recommend the following Books for the use of the Schools : — 

A complete colored set of the engravings of the £ <*• 

Arabesques by Raphael in the Vatican . . *75 0 0 

Engravings of the Interior of the Palace at 
Versailles 2100 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

August 6 th t 1844* Director, 

P 
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III. — The foregoing Report was generally approved, and the 
Council having considered the several propositions contained in it, 
passed the following resolutions thereon. 

1. That the Honorable Board of Commissioners for Manufactures 
in Scotland, having offered to Mr. Silas Rice, one of the Exhibitioners, 
the situation of a Master in their Institution in Edinburgh, the 
Council approves and sanctions Mr. Rice’s acceptance of that office ; 
and that the payments to him as an Exhibitioner be continued until 
the end of next September. 

2. That, in reference to a Resolution of the Council (Min. II., 
April 2nd, 1844), Mr. John Kyd be appointed Assistant-Master in 
the School of Design at Birmingham, at a salary of £70 per annum, 
to be made £100 by the local Committee, and that the payments 
to him as an Exhibitioner be continued to the end of September. 

3. That Mr. Henry J. Townsend, of Brompton, be appointed to 
^ teach the Evening classes for ornamental drawing, designing, and 

modelling, at a salary of £150 per annum ; and that he is to act 
under the instructions of the Director, from whom he is to receive a 
statement of the duties of his office ; and that, in consequence, Mr. 
Wornell be informed that his services, as Master of the Modelling 
class, will not be required after the expiration of the present year of 
his engagement, terminating on the 7th of November. 

4. That a Master for pattern drawing be appointed, at a salary 
of £l 00 per annum; and that he attend daily, two hours in the 
morning, and two hours in the evening, to give practical instructions 
in pattern drawing, in the Male and Female Schools, subject to the 
guidance and supervision of the Director, as in the case of the other 
Masters. 

5. That, in reference to Minute III., sec. 2, of the Council Meeting 
of the 4th of June last, Mr. M‘Manus be appointed Master to the 
School of Design at Glasgow, at a salary of £150 per annum, on 
the same conditions as are enjoined to the other Masters of Pro- 
vincial Schools. 

6. That, in future, the Exhibitioners be not employed as Teachers 
in the Central School ; and that the payment of 5s. to each per 
week, on that account, be not continued after the end of next 
September. 

7. That Mr. Poynter be requested to superintend the execution of 
any alterations and improvements that may be necessary in the fit- 
tings of the School-rooms. 

Mr. Poynter, being present, expressed his compliance with this 
request. 

8. That it is desirable to appropriate the present Cast room, to the 
Coloring classes, and the exhibition of examples of ornamental art; 
for which important purposes, the available space in the ante- room 
is quite insufficient, and disadvantageous to the advanced classes for 
the practical application of design to manufacturing and decorative 
purposes : — and that, to obviate this difficulty, it is expedient to 
provide other suitable accommodation for the Female School, in order 
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that the rooms which it now occupies, may be used by the classes of 
the Male School for drawing from casts of the figure and ornament. 

9. That it is expedient to make the Female School more especially 
and exclusively a School for teaching and applying Ornamental 
Art : — that, with this view, each candidate for admission be required 
to state explicitly her object in wishing to attend the School ; that 
preference be given to those who intend to study design for orna^ 
mental manufactures and decorative work ; and that the figure be 
not taught in the Female School, except to those who have made 
satisfactory progress in the drawing of ornament. 

10. That the class in the Female School, for designing for Wood 
Engraving, be continued ; but that no pupil be allowed to engrave 
during more than one session ; and that those who, in the first three 
months, do not make satisfactory progress in the elementary know- 
ledge of engraving, which is deemed requisite for properly acquiring 
the art of drawing upon the blocks, shall be replaced, and continued 
in the drawing classes. 

1 1 . That the Director be empowered to transmit to each of the 
Provincial Schools, such Books of Ornament, and portions of the 
other articles recently purchased in Paris, as he may consider most 
appropriate and useful ; care being taken that the cost of what is 
sent be charged respectively against the grants for supplies. 

12. That the Report of the Provincial Schools to the Council, 
respecting attendance, &c., which has hitherto been required quar- 
terly be, in future, required monthly, in order that the Council, at 
each of its ordinary meetings, may be informed of the state and 
progress of these Schools in the Director’s Monthly Report. 

13. That the Assistant- Secretary be directed to visit, during the 
ensuing vacation, each of the Provincial Schools, that he may have an 
opportunity of conferring with the several Secretaries and Treasurers 
respecting the official relations and engagements of the local Com- 
mittees with the Council, and as to the best mode of ensuring an 
uniform system of conducting the business relating to the departments 
of those officers : the receipt of subscriptions and fees ; the registering 
and reporting attendance of the students ; the keeping of the finance 
accounts with the Council, for supplies of furniture, books, and 
examples of art • payments of Masters’ salaries, &c. : and that £25 
be granted for the expenses of the journey. 

The following Books of Ornament were examined, and were 
ordered to be purchased for the use of the Schools : — 

A complete and colored copy of engravings of the £ «• 

Arabesques of Raphael in the Vatican, from 
Messrs. Hering and Remington 75 0 0 

Vues interieures du Palais de Versailles, from ditto 2 10 0 

IV. The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Corm 
Hnttee held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, w T ere 
read, and the payments therein recommended were approved, and 
ordered to be made. 

0 2 
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Tuesday , August 6th , 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and it 
resolved that they be recommended to the Council for payment. 

Salaries : — £ Sm ^ 

Mr. Wilson, for July ..... ... 33 6 8 

Ditto, for August and September* . . . . 66 1 3 4 

Mr. Deverell, for July 16 13 4 

Ditto, for August and September .... 33 6 8 

Mr. Herbert, for July 16 13 4 

Ditto, for August and September .... 33 6 8 

Mr. Dyce, for July 868 

Ditto, for August and September . . . . 16 13 4 

Mr. M‘Manus for July . 12 10 0 

Ditto, for August and September . . . 25 0 0 

Mr. Wornell, for July 7 18 

Ditto, for August and September . . . . 14 3 4 

Mr. Lipsham, for July 650 

Ditto, for August and September . . . . 12 10 0 

Mrs. MTan, for July 12 10 0 

Ditto, for August and September .... 25 0 0 

Miss Waterhouse, five weeks* teaching, from 9th 

July to 13th August, at £\. 1$ 5 5 0 

Six Exhibitioners, teaching from 6th July to 28th 

September, twelve weeks, at 5$. per week each . 18 0 0 

Mr. Deverell, petty Cash, August and September . 50 0 0 

— Chinnery, for Freightage, &c., of Cases from 

Paris 41 9 10 

Mr. Hering, for Books . 28 5 10 

— Roberson, for Drawing Materials 8 13 7 

— Hulmandel, for Lithography 12 1 6 

— Broad, for Candles, &c 3 3 3 

The Gas Company 600 

Mr. Bickers, for Books 9 19 6/V 



— Weale, ditto 1 13 0^ 



Amount not drawn for Prizes distributed on the 

24th July ( see Council Minutes 22nd July) . . 5 2 0 

Provincial Masters* Attendance at Somerset House — 

Mr. Dobson, Birmingham (three weeks, from l 5 0 0 
— Evans, Coventry l 5th to 26th July j 5 0 0 

10 0 0 



* Salaries advanced for two months, until the next meeting of the Council in 
October, as usual in preceding years. 



\ \\W 
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Grant for Books for Lending Library, Manchester £ s. d . 

School 30 0 0 7 

Mr. Slack, for Ironmongery Articles and Work . . 1 3 10 fcy. 

— Ackerman, for Book of Ornament 3 8 0 k 

— Wilson, on account of purchases in Paris . . * 400 0 0 

— Forrest, for a pair of Painted Vases . . . . 8 8 0^ 

Expenses of 'Assistant-Secretary visiting Provincial 

Schools 2500 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank Book, 
Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance : — 



6th August, 1844. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance last Audit, on 1 
9th July . . . J 


£ s. d. 
569 8 1 


£ s. d. 
1,063 10 11 


£ 5. d. 

1,139 5 6 


£ *. d. 

2,772 4 6 


Dr. 

To Fees received for 
July : — 










Male School — 
Morning £12 0 0 
Evening . 16 14 0 
Female School 5 6 0 


34 0 0 






34 0 0 




* * 




Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a / c of Fund No. 1 
Ona/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 


603 8 1 
327 3 2 


1,063 10 11 
215*16 8 


1,139 5 6 
230**0 0 


2,806 4 6 
| 772 19 10 


Balance in the Bank 1 
this day . . . J 


276 4 11 


847 14 3 


909 5 6 


1 2,033 4 8 



Adjourned. (Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman . 



V. — 1. A letter, dated 4th July, 1844, was read from Her 
Majesty’s Office of Woods, enclosing a circular letter from the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, requiring from 
the School of Design, as an Institution receiving public aid, a 
report of proceedings and expenditure, relating to the last three 
years. The receipt of these communications was ordered to be 
acknowledged, with a statement that the request will be duly 
complied with. 
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2. A letter, dated 5th August, 1844, was read from George 
Jackson, Esq , Honorary Secretary of the Committee of the 
Manchester School, respecting an application made in a letter of 
the 4th of last March, for a Lending Library; on which the 
Council resolved that £30 be granted for the purchase of books, 
according to a list approved by the Manchester Committee. 

3. A letter, of the 5th of August, was read from Mr. Tom- 
linson, Master of the Mechanics’ Institute of Huddersfield, 
applying for the Casts promised by the Council ; and it was 
ordered that suitable casts, to the amount of about £20, be at 
once selected, and sent by the Director. 

4. A letter, of the 4th of August, was read from Messrs. Harle 
and Greenhow, Secretaries of the Newcastle School, applying, 
with an accompanying estimate, for a further grant for furniture 
and re-fittings in that School : on which it was resolved, that 
£100 be appropriated for this purpose, including £47 already 
granted* 

VI. — Mr. Gardiner gave notice that, at the next. Meeting of 
the Council, he should move — 

“ That a Committee be appointed to report as to the mode in which 
the duties of the Inspector of Provincial Schools have been performed 
during the last twelve months ; and to consider whether it is desirable 
that this office should be continued as a separate appointment, or if 
the duties can be more advantageously performed by the Director 
and Assistant-Secretary.” 

Mr. Ker gave notice that, at the next Meeting of the Council, 
he should move — 

“ That Mr. Wilson be requested to report specially on the specimens 
purchased by him at Paris, with reference to similar articles produced 
in England;” and, 

“ That a Committee be formed for the purpose of considering hoW 
far instruction may be given in the theory of, and literature com 
nected with, the Fine Arts.” 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , October 8//i, 1844. 

(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



(Confidential. — No. 5.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , October 8th , 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



present: — 

In the Chair , 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I- — The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 6th 
of August, were read and confirmed. 

II. — On the proposition of Mr. Gardiner, it was resolved — 

That, henceforth, no alteration shall be made in any of the salaries 
granted to any individual in the employment of the Council, nor 
shall any new appointment be made, without notice thereof being 
given at a previous Meeting of the Council, and circulated in the 
printed Minutes. 
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III. — The Director read his Monthly Report, as follows : — 



Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House during August 1844, 
and at Spitalfields during September 1844. 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 


fields. 




Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Total Number of Students on tbe Books, that is, thel 
number entered during the Month ...... J 


185 


43 


224 


Morning School : — 








Largest Number who have attended on any one Day . 


56 


43 


16 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


47 


21 


12 


Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 


51 


37 


14 


Evening School : — 








Largest Number who have attended on any one Evening 


101 


. . 


144 


Smallest Number ditto ditto • 


81 


. . 


97 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month . 


89 


•• 


124 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : — 








Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 








Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing .... 


130 


16 


185 


Class 4. Shading from the Flat 


30 


8 


20 


Class 3. Shading from Casts ........ 


50 


• » 


6 


Class 2. Elementary Coloring ....... 


10 


6 


8 


Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design 


14 


6 


16 


Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to Ornamental 
Design. 

Class 3. Elementary 


10 


2 




Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of Drapery 
Class 1. Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Round 


40 


5 


. . 


6 


• . 


.. 


Classes for Modelling. 

Class 2. Elementary 1 

Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and> 


14 




3 


Original Designs J 









Provincial Schools. 

The Reports from the Provincial Schools are generally of a favorable 
nature. 

At Glasgow, an extensive and commodious building for the new 
School is in course of erection. I have corresponded with the local 
Committee with regard to the plans, and am able to state that 
the building will contain ample and very convenient accommodation. 
During the past vacation, Mr. M‘Manus, the Master appointed by 
the Council, occupied himself in Somerset House, in making a very 
excellent copy of one of the arabesques, and in copying several drawings 
and designs. He has proceeded to Glasgow with several letters of 
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introduction from myself, and I have every reason to believe that he 
will meet with a very favorable reception there. 

The Glasgow School is to be opened as soon as possible, and it is 
very desirable to send at once a supply of casts and books. 

I trust that I may be permitted to state that the plan hitherto 
followed, of granting a small part of the funds appropriated for outfit, 
should in this case be departed from. A small outfit, in examples of 
some thirty or forty casts and a few volumes of prints, makes a very 
poor show, and in every case has an injurious effect. It damps the 
ardour of the Committee, disappoints the expectations of visitors ; and 
the School, instead of commencing with eclat , receives a check at the 
outset. This has been repeatedly stated by the most intelligent and 
influential members of Provincial Committees. I therefore beg to 
recommend that, in the case of Glasgow, where a School has been 
established in so energetic a manner, that a very ample supply of 
examples be sent at once. 

At Manchester, the School appears to be in a flourishing state. 
Mr. Winstanley, the Honorary Secretary, having lately died, Mr. 
George Jackson has been appointed in his place; and the whole affairs 
of this School are conducted in a very satisfactory manner. Mr. 
Wallis, the Master, continues to give every satisfaction. I submit 
letters from Mr. Jackson and Mr. Wallis, as a means of exhibiting to 
the Council the proceedings in this School. 

The accounts from Birmingham are of a very satisfactory nature. 
I submit a brief note from Mr. Richards, regarding the School. Mr. 
Dobson, the Master, during his visit to London in the last vacation, 
painted in the Head School for some time, and made a very excellent 
copy from a portion of one of the arabesques. Mr. Kyd, lately an 
Exhibitioner, is gone to Birmingham as Assistant-Master. 

At Sheffield, considerable progress has been made ; but notwith- 
standing the importance of design to the manufacturers of this town, 
the prospects of the School there are not encouraging. A meeting of 
the Subscribers has been held ; prizes have been awarded to various 
pupils ; and a Report has been published by the Committee. 

I may mention with reference to the subject of prizes, that having 
been consulted as to the nature of the books to be given to the pupils, 
1 have in every case recommended the distribution of works containing 
engravings and lithographs of ornaments, plain and colored. About 
,y excellent works on ornament have been thus distributed, which 
will be of great practical use to them in their artistical pursuits. 

At Nottingham, new school-rooms are about to be built, and every 
effort is making by the Committee to promote the welfare of the 
Institution. The Master, Mr. Thompson, has lately visited Paris ; but 
ms qualifications must hereafter form a subject of consideration for the 
Council. 



We 



At Coventry, the School is much in the same state as formerly. 
e are assured by the Committee that it might become much more 
M ^° rtant ^ an ^ now anc * ^ lat ^ 1S sure ener g et i c support. The 
aster, Mr. Evans, however, is not by any means active. He attended 
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in Somerset House in the vacation, and I was very much disappointed 
with his work. 

At Newcastle, the school-rooms are being furnished and fitted up in 
a very complete manner. Mr. Scott conducts the School in a very 
satisfactory way, in every respect. 

Mr. Patterson, the Master of the School at York, has visited Paris 
for his improvement. 

I have forwarded to the Provincial Schools a portion of the pur- 
chases made in Paris, and acknowledgments and letters of thanks have 
been received from the respective Secretaries. 



Spitalfields, 

Some inconvenience has been caused in this School by the sudden 
resignation of the Master, Mr. Hudson. It appears that he is able to 
obtain considerable employment in the decoration of churches ; and it 
is very satisfactory to find that a former pupil in this School (he was a 
pupil under Mr. Dyce) should find employment so readily, as it is a very 
important instance of the practical results which follow the instruction 
given here. Mr. Hudson filled his situation at Spitalfields with credit, 
but I regret to say that he showed some want of consideration in so 
suddenly abandoning his charge, which, however, he has, in a letter 
addressed to the Council, apologised for; and it may be advisable, in 
future, to render it obligatory upon the Masters, to give due notice 
when they intend to resign their offices. The School is now under the 
charge, pro tempore ?, of Mr. Brown, one of our Exhibitioners, who was 
educated in the Spitalfields School, and I am satisfied with his present 
management. r 

I am not at present prepared to submit to the Council a recom- 
mendation respecting Masters for this School. A person acquainted 
with what is called practical design has been recommended to the 
Committee, but it is out of the question to think of placing this, or any 
other School, under the charge of a mere pattern maker. It appears 
that he is no artist ; but I am informed that he has great practical 
skill, and it may be advisable to secure the aid of his services. 

I have been quite unable to find a practical Master for pattern 
drawing for the Head School, as authorised at the last Meeting of the 
Council ; but in the event of the person now alluded to, who is strongly 
recommended, being found competent, it may be advisable to employ 
him both in the Head School and at Spitalfields. ^ 

By the rules of the Spitalfields School, children are admitted at nine 
years of age I have frequently stated my conviction, from long expe- 
nence, that it is of no use whatever to give instruction in drawing to 
pupils of such an age. The instances of progress made by such youthful 
pupils are so rare, that they are not worth the inconvenience and trouble 
occasioned by their admission to a School. 

, * a £ am t0 record my opinion upon this point. It is 

better that fifty pupils should be well taught, than that by making a 

of all shouw\e°danmged mStrUCti0n * incom I ,etent P u P ils > the interest3 
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At Spitalfields it is found to be utterly impossible to keep order 
amidst this collection of children. The Master is necessarily greatly 
inconvenienced, as well as the pupils who go to the School with a desire 
to study, and I am informed that some have left the School upon this 
account. Besides, the practice of filling the School with these unprofit- 
able pupils causes great deficiency of space for useful pupils. 

As new arrangements must be made in Spitalfields, the opportunity 
may, I think, be taken for amending what is erroneous in the constitution 
of the School. 

The remuneration to the interim Master, Mr. Brown, will require to 
be taken into consideration. 

Head School. 

In the Head School some necessary alterations and repairs have been 
made, and the great room has been painted under the directions of the 
officials from the Office of Woods and Forests. 

Mr. Poynter having been requested by the Council to superintend 
the execution of any alterations and improvements necessary in the 
school-rooms, has obligingly given the subject every attention, and 
his suggestions have been adopted. 

A large portion of the specimens of manufactured articles, books, 
and prints, purchased in Paris, have arrived, and many more may shortly 
be expected. It is impossible to arrange all these so as to show them 
to advantage to the public. They are of necessity shut up in presses ; 
but, at all events, they can be made use of for the benefit of the pupils. 

After the Annual Meeting, and during the vacation, several manu- 
facturers from different parts of the kingdom visited the School, and 
appeared to take much interest in the specimens. Mr. Schwann, from 
Huddersfield, stated that he had urged the manufacturers of that town 
to form a museum of manufactured articles. He informed me, that 
purchases of patterns were easily effected, and he thought at a cheaper 
rate than I had been able to purchase them. The proposition had not 
been executed, because the wealthier manufacturers who can purchase 
patterns, objected to a plan which would secure equal advantages to 
all. I have before stated to the Council, that some manufacturers 
oppose the establishment of Schools of Design for the same reason. 

Mr. Schwann stated, that with £50 per annum, an ample stock of 
patterns of ail kinds could easily be procured. 

Copies have been made by some of the pupils for Messrs. Wood and 
Co., of Red Lion Street, and carpets have been probably woven by this 
time from the drawings. Other specimens have been copied in London, 
by Messrs. Tapprel and Holland, and the imitation produced here will 
shortly be on sale at a price very much lower than that of the Parisian 
article. 

The late Exhibition in Paris lias been of great sendee to English 
manufacturers; many of the most beautiful specimens which were 
exhibited have already been copied, and it appears to me, that in those 
which I have seen, a great improvement is visible in the taste of the 

execution. 
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Some of these articles have been produced in the looms of Glasgow ; 
and experienced people have informed me that the beauty of many of 
the Scotch manufactures is remarkable, which they attribute to the 
influence of the School in Edinburgh. I am unable to express any 
opinion upon this statement; but several Scotch manufacturers have 
lately visited the School in search of draughtsmen ; and I may mention 
as a fact, which illustrates the value of design, that one manufacturer 
from Dumfermline informed me, that, although he had only been in 
business three years, he had expended £750 upon designs. 

As Mr. Townsend and the new Assistant-Masters have now joined 
the School, I have felt anxious to point out to all their several duties ; 
and for this purpose, I have written letters to each of them, which I 
submit to the Council. 

I have also received an important letter from Mrs. M‘Ian upon the 
subject of Porcelain painting, which that lady has inquired into both 
in Paris and Staffordshire, and lias also practised with success. 

I propose to submit to the Council, next month, a proposition for the 
publication of the list of prizes at a very early period of the Session, 
with some observations founded upon the experience gained in the 
Session which has passed. 

When the vacation commenced, as a means of exciting the industry of 
the pupils, I put up a notice inviting the pupils to compete in the produc- 
tion of a set of outline drawings from nature ; and I proposed, as a re- 
ward, the free admission of a few of the pupils in the ensuing Session. 

The drawings produced, without the direction of any instructor, are 
most gratifying ; and I hope that the Council will be pleased to sanction 
the reward which I proposed. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 

IV. — The foregoing Report of the Director was generally ap- 
proved, and the following letters, relating to its contents, were 
read : — 

1 . A letter, dated August 30, from Mr. Octavius Hudson, resigning 
his office of Master of the Spitalfields School, 

The Council accepted Mr. Hudson’s resignation of this Master- 
ship, and instructed the Director to report at the next Meeting, 
any candidate for the office whom he can recommend as possessing 
the requisite qualifications. 

2. A letter from Mrs. M‘Ian, stating that during the last vacation 
she had visited France for the purpose of studying the process of 
painting the Sevre Porcelain ; that, while in Paris, she had put her- 
self under the tuition of one of the principal artists engaged in that 
department of the manufacture ; and that, subsequently, she had 
visited the Porcelain manufactories at Hanley, in Staffordshire, to 
enable her to form an accurate estimate of the comparative excellence, 
and of the peculiarities, of each manufacture. 
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The Council approved of Mrs. Milan's exertions to increase 
her knowledge of Ornamental Art for the benefit of the Female 
School : and Mr. Cockerell gave notice of a motion at the next 
Meeting, to present to Mrs. M‘Ian £20, towards defraying the 
expenses of her visit to France. 

3. Several letters, received during the last month, were presented 
from Mr. Leadbetter, of Glasgow ; Mr. Richards, and Mr. Francis 
Clarke, of Birmingham; Mr. Jackson, of Manchester; and Mr. 
Tomlinson, and Mr. Neile, of Huddersfield; stating various details, 
and reporting prosperous proceedings of the Schools in those towns. 

A letter, expressing the thanks of the Council, was ordered to 
be addressed to the Committee of the School of Birmingham, 
in reply to a communication from Mr. Unett, of the 11th of 
September, presenting eight moulds from casts in the collection 
of the Birmingham Society of Arts. 

4. The Director read letters which he had addressed to the follow- 
ing Masters and Assistant-Masters in the Central School, defining 
the province and duties of each : — 

To Mr. Herbert, 2 letters, dated 3rd and 4th October, 1844. 

Mr. Townsend, dated 3rd October, 1844. 

Mr. Hammersleyl 

Mr. Murdoch > dated October 1844. 

Mr. Stewart J 

V. — The Director was requested to bring before the Council 
at the next ordinary Meeting, his proposed arrangement for 
ensuring an early and efficient exhibition of prize productions in 
the ensuing year ; and to submit to the Council a list of the 
examples of art and books which it is desirable to supply to the 
school in Glasgow, with a complete estimate of the cost. 

^T. — On the motion of Mr. Cockerell, it was resolved that 
letters be addressed by the Secretary to the gentlemen who 
assisted the Director in selecting the examples of Ornamental 
Art at the late Exposition in Paris; namely, Mr. Holland, Mr. 
vichards, Mr. Satterfield, Mr. Gibson, and Mr. Pellatt; expressing 
le thanks of the Council for their valuable and obliging services. 

. — The Council examined a collection of outline pencil 

rawings of flowers, produced during the vacation by students in 

Schools at Somerset House, among whom the Director was 
authorised to select four boys and four girls, to whom free 
admission shall be granted during one year, in consideration of 
le ability and diligence displayed in these drawings. 
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VIII. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
Committee, held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, 
were read, and the payments therein recommended were approved, 
and ordered to be made. 



Tuesday , October 8th , 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



present : — 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 
Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 
Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apslev, Esq. 



The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 



Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, October 

— Dyce, ditto 

— Herbert, ditto 

— Deverell, ditto 

— Lipsham, ditto 

Mrs. M‘Ian, ditto 

Mr. Townsend, August, September, and October, 

at £150 per annum 

Mr. Hammersley, June, July, August, September, and 

October, at £50 per annum 

Mr. Wornell, October and to 7th of November . 

Six Exhibitioners, £7. 10$. each, being one quarter 
due 29th September, at £30 per annum . . . 

Provincial Masters, one quarter, to 29th September — 
Manchester . Mr. Wallis at £120 per annum 

Birmingham. Mr. Dobson at £110 ditto . 

Coventry . . Mr. Evans at £100 ditto . 

Sheffield . . Mr. Spratt at £150 ditto . 

Nottingham . Mr. Thompson at £100 ditto . 

York . . . Mr. Patterson at £100 ditto . 

Newcastle. . Mr. Scott at £110 ditto . 

Spitalfields . Mr. Hudson at £100 ditto 

(July and August) 

Wages and Pettv Cash, in advance for October . . . 

Mr. Brucciani, Casts for Huddersfield 

Ditto, two sets of Casts, from moulds furnished by 

Mr. Thompson 

Casts for Head School, Somerset House 

The Gas Company, supply for August 

Messrs. Holland and Sons, School Furniture for Head 

School 

Land Tax, two quarters, to 29th September .... 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, for Paper, Portfolios, 
and Binding, one quarter, to Midsummer . . . 



£ s. d. 
33 6 8 
8 6 8 
16 13 4 
16 13 4 
6 5 0 
12 10 0 

37 10 0 

20 16 8 
8 17 0 



45 0 0 



30 0 0 
27 10 0 
25 0 0 
37 10 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
27 10 0 

16 13 4 
25 0 0 

33 8 

34 7 0'S 

15 6 / 

6 5 0 S’ 

82 1 0,#' 

1 17 6 ' 

A 

21 5 5 ‘ 
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Mr. Hill, two seals for Offices, and Repairs . . . 

— Roberson, Drawing Materials 

Messrs. Hering and Remington, Colored Arabesque 

Prints, &c 

Mr.Wilson, Expenses of Travelling, and Residence in 

Paris 

Mr. Rutter, Paris, Expenses of Packing and Agency, 

paid by Mr. Wilson 

Mr. Faux, Coals 

Messrs. Clowes, Printing Minutes, Prospectuses, &c. 
Mr. Broad, Candles, Oil, &c 

— Waller, twenty-four Prints of Flowers 

Part of Grant of £150, for Furniture to the School at 
Birmingham, of which certified bills have been sent 
to the Council 



£ s. d- , 
1 11 0 i/C 
5 6 3 

77 10 0 ^ 

50 0 0 



53 16 
4 13 
18 17 
2 8 
0 15 



'ii -jf 

0 ^ 



131 19 7 




The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank 
Book, Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance : — 



8th October, 1844. 


1. On Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House, 
and Spitalftelds. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Aeoouut 
of Anuual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance at last Audit) 
on 6th August . J 


£ *. d. 

276 4 11 


£ «. d. 

847 14 3 


£ 1. d. 

909 5 6 


£ s. d. 
2,033 4 8 


Dr. 

To Fees received for 
August : — 

Male School — 
Morning .£4 9 0 
Evening . 5 13 0 
Female School 2 3 0 


12 5 0 


• • 




12 5 0 


Cr. 

R y Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 
0n a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 


288 9 11 
448 12 0 


847 14 3 
525*1 10 


909 5 6 

;; 1 
35 0 Oj 


2,045 9 8 
1,008 13 10 


Balance in the Bank 1 
this day . , , j 


160 2 1 
Minus. 


322 12 5 


874 5 6 


1,036 15 10 



Adjourned. 



(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman. 



— Reports from the Provincial Schools, for the quarter ending 
dth September last, were presented, with specimens of the latest 
yawings executed in each School; including a set of drawings 
m c “ a lks, &c., from the Mechanics 1 Institution in Huddersfield. 
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The following tabular Abstract of these Reports, exhibits the 
respective number of Students in attendance, and the classes to 
which they belong. 
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. ^ ““The qiiestion of determining the time of the next Inspection 
v- s 't "*£• Dyce was taken into consideration, and it was resolved, 
that Mr. Dyce be directed to proceed to inspect all the Provincial 
[schools on or before the 20th of next November 



XI.— Mr. Deverell briefly reported that, in obedience to the 
directions expressed in a Resolution passed at the last Meeting of 
the Council, on the 6th of August, he had visited, during °the 
vacation, each of the seven Provincial Schools — at Coventry 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Manchester, York, and 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; also, the Mechanics’ Institute in Hud- 
dersfield, to which a supply of casts, and of the Drawing Book, 
had previously been sent by the Council ; that he had remained 
m each town, and had devoted to the affairs of each School, two 
or three days ; and, on his return, had revisited the Schools of 
Birmingham and Coventry : the whole journey bavin* occupied 
seventeen days, from the 14th to the 30th of September! 

With regard to the particulars of his proceedings, the followin* 
is an abstract of the statements presented : — 



In previousiy armouncing my visit, and in my interviews with the 
secretaries and Masters, I expressly stated that I came not in the 
pacity of Inspector, but in that of Secretary to the Council : and 
aving by a distinct definition, endeavoured to preclude any miscon- 
ception as to the nature and objects of my official visit, I principally 
employed my time in conferring with the several Secretaries and Trea- 
, ^nformUy with my instructions, respecting the official rela- 
moL°f He local Committees with the Council, and as to the best 
modes of ensuring an uniform system of conducting the business relating 
o the departments of those officers :-the rules to be observed in 

conHit- g 0n L le offielal . corres P° n <lence ; the fulfilment of stipulated 
from ° n r. ; 1 . transmission of grants of money, and other supplies 
reo-il!; Cou " cl1 i th . e receipt of subscriptions, donations, and fees; the 
and 1r*l an< - reporting attendance, and classification, of the students 



ami i uuu i-iassnicawon, oi tne students. 

Of furnitn eepl u g f the $ nance accounts with the Council, for supplies 
salaries &c . W kS ’ t™' eXam P les ° f art i Payment of the Masters’ 
to the as 1 necessarily observed numerous facts with regard 

further £ S< !" t state ani1 circumstances of each School, the need of 



the S e n U Ppli ? ? ° f exam P les > an d various other particulars, I recorded 
n;.. ° 9ervatlon s as memoranda which miirht be serviceable tn tbe 



JWr’r’ as memoranda which might be serviceable to the 
mit . w-ti .^ore.part'cularly to the Inspector on his next official 



visit Win, *i : — . 1 ‘ , " l, V u V11C inspector on ms next official 
informal;'!" , !® Vle "’’ , 1 80u S ht to avail myself of every means of 
School ! to the eperetions, influence, and prospects of each 

°f the Commit-r' C ? nV r reat [ 0nS W ‘ th m0St of the ,ea(Un S members 
PfofessW^ ttC ^ W ' 0 ’ f ° rth ? m ° St P art ’ are municipal office-bearers, 



Professional „3i’ i P»ri, are municipal office-bearers, 

a ll thesp 5 enle,1 > merchants, and large manufacturers. Prom 
factories pa e ^’ lj y whom \ "’ as introduced to see the various manu- 



oripa i J w ace me various manu- 

’ warehouses, workshops, and public institutions of each 
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town, I received the most obliging civilities, and much valuable 

knowledge. ... . 

I took with me copies of all official documents to which attention 
might be required to be directed ; and, in repeated conversations with 
every one of the Secretaries, I gave and received every desirable ex- 
planation and suggestion respecting the various points of detail in the 
financial transactions, and official records, of the Council and the local 
Committees; and I addressed myself especially to the Secretaries, 
because, with only one or two exceptions, I found the Treasurers to 
have been appointed to that office rather with regard to their opulence 
and social importance than to their intimate knowledge of the affairs 



of the Schools. 

I particularlv explained to the Secretaries, and to the Masters, the 
advantage of adopting the tabular form which I prepared for methodi- 
cally registring the daily attendance of students, and the receipt of fees, 
at the Schools in Somerset House ; and I was requested to obtain 
authority from the Council to furnish each School with a copy of the 
ruled folio book for the purpose, with printed headings : the cost of 
each, at Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, being about ten shillings. 
The adoption of this 'mode of record will in future prevent the recur- 
rence of much confusion in the Reports, which has hitherto occasioned 
trouble and misconception. I also recommended the adoption of the 
tabular form which is used at Somerset House for recording the date 
of admission of each student ; his or her name, number, age, resi- 
dence, occupation, and by whom recommended ; adding, in the case 
of Provincial Schools, the name of the subscriber by whom a student 
is exempted by nomination from the payment of fees. 

I suggested several improvements in the matter, form, and printing 
of the Prospectuses issued by each School, exhibiting the names of the 
members of its Committee and officers, a programme of the course of 
instruction and classification, and the hours and fees of admission : and 
I compared each Committee’s printed list of Rules for Attendance, 
Conduct, and Studies, with the one enjoined by the Council in the 
Head School at Somerset House, and found a general coincidence in 
every point relating to obligations agreed upon. 

1 explained the advantage of reporting to the Council monthly, the 
attendance, studies, and conduct of the pupils; and I supplied the 
Secretaries with printed copies of the new form prepared by the Council 



for this purpose. 

With a view of preventing informality which occasionally occurs 
in conducting the correspondence with the local Committees, by which 
letters relative to the province and business of the Council are addressed 
to the Director, while others relating to artistical matters are some- 
times addressed to the Secretary, I stated that, all questions relative 
to art, and its practical applications, to means and methods of instruc- 
tion, to the duties of the Masters, and to the studies and discipline o 
the students, should be addressed to the Director ; but that whatever 
appertains to the relations and engagements subsisting between the 
Council and the Committees, to official appointments and reports, an 
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to the financial affairs of the Committees, should properly be addressed 
to the Council : and I especially requested attention to the rule, that 

all communications to and from the Council must be made through 
the medium of the Secretary.” 

With respect to the conditions agreed upon by the Council with each 
local Committee at the formation of its School, I ascertained that, in 
general, they are distinctly and rightly understood ; and, with slight 
exceptions, relative to the amount of annual subscriptions, which will 
nuFTn 111 * my financial Statements, they have duly been fulfilled. 

Jhe foUowmg is a summary of these conditions abstracted from various 
ofhcial documents and records of the Council, on which, previous to 
proceeding on my visit, I bestowed much care and attention ; and 
reduced the whole to a compact form, and consecutive order ; for the 
advantage of distinct and complete comprehension of them, and for the 
convenience of ready reference in future. 

1 he great importance, and the necessity for strict observance, of these 
regulations, as well as my desire to report the particulars of my con- 
ference with the Provincial Secretaries, induce me to insert in the 
present place, this collection of . ( ' 
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General Conditions enjmnpd hy.4he Council -re! alive to the Establishment, 
i Maintenance^ and Management of y Provincial Schools. 

1. Each School shtdihe a separate Institution* tuinnrod br a l oc al 

with the Council. - /' N ' ^ 

2 'rhe aid afforded by the Counoil consists, first, of au-Ontfit Grant S *L 
tor t m-nrtnre, Hooksrmd Examples of Ornamental Art ; tfeeCounril - 
reserving to itself entire discretion as to the mode in which, and the 
W lK ' 1 ‘’ 1,119 fund 19 to be expended. Secondly, an Annual 
° f three Years from the date of the agreement to that 
.*? devoted t0 the payment of Masters’ salaries, and any 
1 ^. jerplus to be applied as the Council may deem expedient. 

ln . order to obtain the co-operation. of the inhabitants in each 
S' \ m Promoting the objects of its School, an amount of annual f 
fnr a Subs i crl l ltl °n, equivalent at least to the sum granted by the Council 2> 
mitf o nn ^ a - aid, , S la11 beguaranteedand collected, by each local Com- 
puttee^dway ^^ y ears from th e d ate o f we h ag i mn e nl .- 

confi„i he . C ° nt,nu ^ nce of anv grant of anilua l a >d from the Council is 
Trade gent . u ? on th . e vote of Parliament, the assent of the Board of 

b y the local Commkf^^ pr0greSS and mana g ement °f the School 

Art t> t!i S , ap , P ! ieS ° f f«w«^V-Books, and Examples of Ornamental 
the r m 1 f° f Grater from the Council, are understood to be 

useoft^Schooli 6 €eWtei1, entrusted t0 tIle local Committee for the 

be discing?! 11 T Y cause > ft . Scho °l should he dosed, and its operations 
such n«i in nU< | d> • >F * lou hl its management by the local Committee be 

the Pirnit d n '* du ^ f the Couneil to withhold further assistance, 
lturej Books, and Examples so supplied, are to revert to the 

d 2 
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Council. J&uUhe ordinary wear, or accidental destruction of this pro- 
perly, the Committees are not responsible, although the Council does 
not engage to restore any loss' so incurred. ^ 

/ 7. The Cburlcil to prescribe the subjects, course, and method of 
instruction, and to select and appoint the Masters. 

8. The general system Wd mode of instruction to be the same as at 
the HeV School in Somen^et ijouse. 

The rules for the admission, classification, and discipline of the 
\j w Students, to be approved by the ComTCiTr 2 f. j 

10. All official communications to and from the Council and the 
local Committees, to be made through the medium of the respective 
v Secretaries. 

11. All remittances of money to Provincial Schools on account of 
Grants, to be made through London and Provincial Banks, hy-the 
Secretary of the Council, to the Treasurers of the local Committees of 
Management, who are required to furnish the Council with statements 
of the application of these sums, supported by the necessary vouchers. 
^• 12 : -With respect to the expenditure of that moiety of the income of 
f a School which accrues from the receipt of subscriptions, donations, 
and fees, the JCounril does not interfere. An annual statement of the 
total receipts and expenditure/ of each Committee, signed by the Chair- 
man. is all t hat is required! ihe Council being desirous that its pecu- 
niary relations with the local Committees should be as few and simple 
as possible, and that the fuftds subscribed by the inhabitants of each 
town, should be expended by the parties l/o whom the subscribers have 
entrusted them, and who ate responsibly for their due application, not 

to the Council, but to the Subscribers. ^ 

f Conditions relative to the Appointment, and Duties, of Local Committees 
'L' . of Management. 

i?\ 

1. Each Committee to-be elected annually from the Subscribers to 
the School, by a General Meeting of Subscribers convened for that 
purpose. \A 

2. The Committee, when elected, to choose its Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer, for the year. 

3. The Committee to include individuals connected with each of the 
manufacturing interests of the district. 

4. To make provision for duly conducting the business of the School, 
and the correspondence connected with it. 

5. To superintend the local management of the School. 

6. To provide suitable and capacious rooms for the School : observing 
the conditions specified in a printed Memorandum on this subject, 
issued by the Council.- 

7. To make arrangements for properly lighting, warming, and ven- 
tilating the rooms. 

8. To use the necessary means for making the School known, by 
advertisements, or otherwise, in order to induce a full -attendance ot 



students. 
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fa Ci/y y\JBr 



9* ^ students to the School, and, if necessary, to expel them. 

10. To determine the hours of attendance. 

, 1 J; To determine the periods of vacation, subject to the approval of 
the Councffr— ™ 

12. To determine the amount of fees, subject to the approval of the' 

, <u; , 

13. lo make arrangements for the distribution of Prizes. 4 //. , !Lm/> 

14. To exercise a general supervision of the Master, in the execution ’ <7 

of bis duties. 

15. To complain to the Council, if necessary, respecting the quali- 
fications, or conduct, of the Master. 

16. To visit the School by rotation, and to see that the plan of >\ 
instruction recommended by the Council is carried into effect. n 

17. lo transmit to the Cmmeiff e ver y t hree m o iitlis , -o-oeHootietr-of— 
specimens of the progress of the students. 

18. -To afford information, regardmg~ttt c -S clTuol, to the Inspector- who 
may be sent by the Council : to report., to 'the Qotme» on such points, 5' 
at such times, and in such form, as the C o u n c il may direct.. 

19. To-state, for the information of the 'Council, what^uppliesnof 

ro:r^^^- ampie8 ’> ccora ^s ^w ent > Me rc( i iiired 



A 



20 To have charge of the property of the School, and of the property 
supplied by the Ornindlr t fa 



'A 



21. To be mindfi.il that the School is intended for the improvement /». 

o taste in patterns and designs for the prevailing manufactures of . the 1 

Qistnct, and, with that view, to afford every possible facility to the * 

manufacture aC T“ r * n S a thorough practical acquaintance with those 

v — V>. Avfc & 

Jtni l<lm ? al *x With regard to the accounts of the 'Council 
to rtf° r f t0 l he ° f the followin ff tabular exposition, it may suffice 
W/i i r th , e elaborate compilation of facts which I prepared and 
bud before the Council, on the 7th of November, 1843, entitled a 

fc „7 ent "Vi? 6 , financial and economical Affairs of each of the 
en provincial Schools in operation under the superintendence of the 
ouncii, with references to the Minutes and Correspondence in which 
proceedings and facts are authorised and recorded.” 
of tb® 1 p aiso be made to the “State of the Finance Account 
Da ' 4 a? C1 [ WUh each ofthe seveu Provincial Schools,” Table VI II , 
arnn! i v aSt Allnual Report, in which I carefiilly collected and 
was m a ' V /u eVe !’ was re 3 u,site to exhibit, up to the time at which it 



. v/ AVVJUiOiW 

fin lr de ^ March 25 > *844), a clear and complete abstract of the 
e accounts of each of the Provincial School Committees. 



d/ !nj 8C r. ted » t0 the Treasurers the following tabulated abstract of the 
the com.*™ f CC ° Unt , °[ the Council with each School, and ascertained 
of money from 6 ?, 06 r the .. e " tr,es in * he jr accounts ; each remittance 
PrcservH - V l i. e Counci1 1)e,n S verified by its aiipropriate voucher 
VCI ,n *l>e Secretary’s Ollicc at Somerset Mouse. 



Manchester, Birmingham, Coventry, Sheffield, York, Nottingham, Newcastle-upon- 

Giauts, Payments, and Balances, ot>ened opened opened opened opened opened Tyne, opened 

due 29tli September. 25th March, 1842. 13th Sept., 1843. 22nd May, 1844. 1st July, 1843. 3rdOctober, 1842 3rd April, 1843. 26th Dec., 1842 
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Under the head of Outfit Grant, the entries in the foregoing Table 
relate to the whole' period from the date of the opening of each School 
to the 29th of last September ; and under that of Annual Grant, they 
relate to the period of six months, from the 25th of March, to the 29th 
of last September; exhibiting, up to that date, the state of the accounts 
of each local Committee, as far as it stands related, and is amenable, to 
the Council : and here I may remark that, although the Committees 
manifested the utmost willingness to furnish me, as required by the 
12th general condition, with abstracts of the whole of their receipts and 
expenditure, they do not recognise, on the part of the Council, any 
official right to call for their books in which these receipts and 
payments are recorded, or to scrutinise the mode in which their book- 
keeping is executed ; their stipulated obligation being understood to 
be fulfilled, by accounting for the expenditure of the Grants from the 
Council, and by showing from their subscription lists that the required 
amount of annual subscriptions has been obtained. This view appear- 
ing to be justified by the general conditions agreed upon (No. 12), I 
pioceeded on the principle that, with any amount of a Committee’s 
income obtained by subscriptions, fees, donations, or otherwise, the 
Council does not interfere ; beyond ascertaining the fact of the receipt 
? “ le am ount which the Committee is pledged to obtain ; and requir- 
ing to be furnished annually with an Abstract of the total Income and 
expenditure. Of these total Dr. and Cr. statements, which the Trea- 
surers engaged to transmit to me, I have, as yet, received only those 
torn Birmingham, Manchester, York, and Coventry. As soon, there- 
tore, as I am furnished with the rest, I shall be enabled to present to 
e ouneil a complete exhibition of the receipts and payments of each 
r i m date its commencement to the quarter ending the 
. last September, specifying the receipts on account of annual 
^i nscriptions, school fees, and donations ; remittances from the Council, 
or school furniture and fittings, supplies of casts, books, and examples 
l° niaiTle ntal manufacture ; grants of annual aid, consisting of Masters’ 
j ailes aiul surplus balances for miscellaneous expenses; and all pay- 
r f * ur rent > taxes, gas, salaries, and every other expense incurred 
. general maintenance and promotion of the objects of these 
0 f fi lsan ? ent s, to which I shall have to add a comparative statement 
ini? tl Vari °i 1S rateS f ees . demanded in the Provincial Schools; includ- 

thp<? e . ru es exemption by nomination of subscribers. From 
suh^rf C f- 0Unt3 /«^ a PP ear that, for instance, at York, the annual 
duirp l P tlons ^ or .^ ie two i ast years have fallen short of the re- 
exc c ai n°nnt, while Manchester and other towns exhibit a considerable 
of t) 8 n - UC ^ remar ^ s will properly come under the consideration 
rp e ; oun pil with the statement of facts from which they arise, 
of th leSC * eW £ enera i observations, which form only a small portion 
a <M th °l n ° teS an ^ niaterials which I collected, I have only \o 
e nabM I a 1 . Secre taries expressed to me their satisfaction at being 
with r j t0 reci P rocat o explanations by personal conference ; and that, 
aspect to myself, I feel assured that the definite and correct know- 
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ledge of persons, places, and particulars, which I have acquired by these 
interviews with the parties connected with each School, will be of the 
utmost service and advantage to me in the future performance of my 

official duties. W II D 

XII. Mr. Gardiner brought forward the motion of which 

notice was given by that gentleman at the last Meeting ; and after 
a full discussion of particulars relating to the proposition, it was, 
resolved, on the motion of Mr. Gardiner, seconded by Mr. Gibson 
that a Committee be appointed to enquire, and report, as to the 
expediency of continuing the office of Inspector of Provincial 
Schools, as a separate appointment, and to consider if the duties 
of that office can be more advantageously performed by the 
Director and Assistant-Secretary. 

The Committee was accordingly appointed as follows : — 

The Lord Colborne, Mr. Gibson, 

The Rt. Hon. Mr. Labouchere, Mr. Lefevre, 

Mr. Blore, Mr. Pellatt. 

Mr. Gardiner. 

XIII. — Mr. Bellenden Ker not being present to bring forward 
two motions, of which notice was recorded in the Minutes of the 
last Meeting, it was ordered that they be postponed. 

XIV. — A letter, dated the 8th instant, was read from Mr. John 
Wornell, expressing dissatisfaction at the discontinuance of his 
engagement as Modelling Master, which had been announced to 
him pursuant to a resolution of the last Meeting of the Council; 
and, in reply to Mr. Wornell, the Secretary was directed to state 
that his letter had been brought before the Council ; that the 
Council had no complaint personally against his conduct or 
character, which they had found to be perfectly regular and 
respectable; but that they had not found the continuance of his 
engagement to be advantageous to the School. 

XV. — Letters to the Council were presented from 

His Grace the Duke of Sutherland (September 30) ; 

T. D. Watts Russell, Esq., M.P. (September 8); 

Charles H. Adderley, Esq. (September 24) ; 

R. Stevenson, Esq. (September 4) ; 

applying for, and recommending the establishment of, a School of 
Design in the Staffordshire Potteries, in connection with the 
Mechanics’ Institute at Hanley. 
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With regard to this proposition, Mr. Wilson stated, that a 
Memorial was in preparation among the numerous manufacturers 
of the district who are desirous to form a School distinct from the 
Mechanics’ Institute. The Council, therefore, postponed con- 
sideration of the application conveyed in the letters now presented, 
until further communications on the subject shall have been 
received. 

Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , November 5 th, 1844. 

(Signed) H. BELLENDEN KEK, 

Chaitma/i. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 6.) 
1 S44-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , November 5 th, 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

IIenry Bei.lenden Ker, Esq., Vice-Chairman . 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Lefevrh, John George Siiaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. — On the proposition of the Chairman it was agreed that 
printed copies of the Minutes of the preceding Meeting, on the 
8th of October, having been transmitted to each Member, it was 
unnecessary to occupy time by reading them; and l hat it was 
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sufficient to direct attention to the particular clauses which any 
Member might propose to amend, or omit. 

The Council then considered a proposition made by Mr. Ha- 
milton, to amend the clause under Minute I., relating to a com- 
munication from Mr. Dyce ; and to omit the preamble to a 
Resolution under Minute II., respecting new appointments and 
alterations of salaries. The omission of these two paragraphs 
having been determined upon, they were accordingly omitted, and 
the Minutes were confirmed. 



II.— The Director read his Monthly Report, as follows: — 

Attendance in the Schools of Design, at Somerset House and 
Spitalfields, for the Month of October, 1844. 



Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the) 
number entered during the Month j 

Morning School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on odv one Day • 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 
Evening School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Evening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : — 
Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 

Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing .... 
L ass 4. Shading from the Flat ... .... 

Class 3. Shading from Casts ........ 

Class 5. Elementary Coloring . 

Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design 

Masses for Drawing the Figure, with regard to Ornamental 
Design . 

Class 3. Elementary 

a^s 2. Drawing from the Hound, and Study of Drapery 
tlS8 1. Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Hound . 

Classes for Modelling. 

Elementary 

Modelling from Casts, from Nature, 
Original Designs ...... 



Class 2. 
Class 1, 



and | 



Somerset 

House. 



Male. 



288 



67 

30 

59 



172 

116 

139 



Female 



53 



46 

27 

40 



Spital- 

fields. 



Male. 



215 



20 

14 

16 



138 

106 

180 



180 

18 

11 

8 

7 
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Head School , Somerset House. 

The numbers who have joined the School since it opened for the 
present Session, are still on the increase ; so that, with whatever regret 
I may do so, I shall soon be obliged to stop admitting pupils. The 
attendance of some is not regular, and by dismissing students who do 
not attend with proper regularity, we may admit applicants. I have, 
therefore, struck out the names of those who have been notoriously 
irregular. 

Twelve cases of articles purchased by me in Paris have arrived. 
These consist of various casts, bronzed figures, specimens of silk and 
lace, of paper hangings, drawings of various descriptions, earthenware, 
and some books. Some of these articles are intended for the Provincial 
Schools ; but, as I have already remarked, the collection is of a nature 
which cannot easily be divided ; and I trust that we have commenced 
a successful system of copying Examples in the Head School, for the 
use of the Provincial Schools ; whilst others may be advantageously 
lent to the Schools from time to time. 

The Assistant-Masters and Exhibitioners are now making six copies 
from the Arabesques of Raphael, which, I trust, will be finished in a 
few weeks. I shall then cause them to copy those lately procured from 
Paris, and to make accurate copies of some of the most beautiful 
examples of china, silks, carpets, and drawings, so as gradually to 
forward to the Schools examples of value. 

The Council having approved of the rewards of free admission to 
pupils, who during the vacation had produced the most successful 
drawings of flowers, I have carefully compared the drawings exhibited, 
and recommend the following names as those of the most successful 
competitors. 



Male School. 


Female School. 


Scott 


Felmore 


Eyre 


Shackleton 


Knight 


Obbington 


Pierce 


Adds. 


Pringle. 





The Council decided that four should be the number in the Male as 
in the Female School, but finding it impossible to decide which was 
best of two competitors in the Male School, and both seeming equally 
entitled to the fourth place, I recommend both to the favorable con- 
sideration of the Council. 

It appears to me that thgre is a gradual increase of employment for 
pupils as Designers. Application nas been made by Mr. Adams, of 
Cheapside, for an apprentice, and I have been able to recommend a 
very steady and clever pupil, whom Mr. Adams is about to engage. 

The following pupils are employed as Pesigners William Wilde 

(who has been so employed for some time), John Wood, John Harvey* 
John Brown, John Strudwick, Samuel Walker, and Thomas J. Bin#' 
ford ; also Miss Dixon, in the Female School. 
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His Royal Highness Prince Albert has directed his silversmith to 
apply here for a design for an inkstand to be presented to Her Majesty, 
and has been pleased to express his approbation of the general design 
which has been prepared ; but has ordered various alterations in the 
details. I may mention that I have recommended Mr. Wornell to the 
Prince, to model the deer for this inkstand, and am informed he is to 
proceed to Windsor to exhibit his works. 

We have also an application from Mr. Minton, of the Staffordshire 
1 otteries, for various designs. These demands are, in fact, becoming 
too numerous ; and it must not be forgotten that this is a place of 
education, and not an Atelier of Design to supply the wants of manu- 
facturers. In every case where the demand is consistent with the 
pupils’ studies, I endeavour to gratify the wish of the manufacturer; 
but this is not always the case, and I am then obliged to decline the 
commissions, or to leave them to the pupils to execute at home, if 
they can. 



1 submit drawings by two pupils, who are making no progress, 
and are incorrigibly idle ; and I recommend that they be dismissed in 
terms of the Rules. 

Messrs. Holland and Sons submit a proposition in connection with 
the subjects of prize giving, which I beg to lay before the Council. 

Messrs. Holland and Sons having applied to me for advice and 
assistance in making certain new carpets, I have seen them upon the 
subject, and I now exhibit specimens of various modifications of patterns 
purchased by me in Paris. 

Having purchased two magnificent drawings in Paris, of portions of 
the interior of the church of Assici, at Florence, and being anxious to 
preserve them from injury, I have ordered two plain frames to be made 
tor them, which order I trust the Council will sanction. 

^ome of the plates and drawings lately purchased in Paris, are mucli 
targer than the frames now in the School, and are at the same time of 
so costly a description, that it is out of the question to think of giving 
s lem to the pupils to copy without protection ; I therefore beg to 
suggest that nine suitable frames be provided, so that these prints and 
livings may be immediately used. 

an li Tovvn . send . lias prepared an elaborate Report of his proceedings 
of th° g mt * on8 in Paris, which I beg to recommend to the attention 



Female School . 

The Female School is quite full, and a long list of applicants cannot 
m a^ ccomnri ? date( h It appears to me that the pupils are generally 
Scl ,n ^ sa ^ s Ia c tory progress, and I have endeavoured to give the 
by i m ° re ^ le a PP e& rance of a place for the study of ornamental art, 
snJ/ aCln £ rouTld the walls a collection of casts, prints in frames, and 
^ ^ mens Jately procured. 

ofh-MHan frequently makes valuable suggestions for the benefit 
1 pupils, which I am ever happy to attend to. 
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Spitalfields. 

I regret that I am at present unable to suggest any person competent 
to act as Head Master in this School, as successor to Mr. Hudson ; but 
having consulted with the Committee, through Mr. Gibson, it is evident 
that besides a Head Master, an Assistant will be required. It is pro- 
posed, therefore, to appoint Mr. John Brown, Exhibitioner, to the 
post of Assistant-Master, at a salary of £60 per annum, and to require 
the Assistant-Masters in the Head School to undertake the superior 
direction by turns, not less than twice a week, until such time as a 
Head Master can be appointed: these Assistant-Masters to be paid 
not less than seven shillings a lesson during this arrangement. 

I can recommend Mr. Brown, as a very competent Assistant- 
Master. 

In connection with the subject of the School at Spitalfields, I have 
to mention that a Mr. Jones has applied for the situation of Head 
Master, who is strongly recommended by a numerous and respectable 
body of manufacturers for that situation. He is, I understand, a very 
respectable person, and has been long known as a designer for silk 
manufacturers. He has been for some years in a calico printing 
establishment. He has also served an apprenticeship to porcelain 
painting, and has painted upon glass. He is, I think, one of a class of 
designers now disappearing before the wants of the present times : with 
a defective education in art, he is acquainted with the routine of 
business which once satisfied the public demand, and the recommend- 
ation of such a person as Head Master for a School of Design, appears to 
me to prove how erroneous are the ideas which prevail as to the objects 
of such Schools. 

I have brought under the notice of the Council, a proposal for the 
partial employment of such a Master, under certain limitations, as 
likely to be especially useful in the Female School. I mentioned the 
subject to Mr. Thomson, of Primrose, who said, “ Well, perhaps such 
an appointment may please the so-called practical party.” Mr. Thom- 
son has promised me a paper upon this subject, which may, therefore, 
be deferred, especially as Mr. Jones has not forwarded his application 
and testimonials. I have, however, thought it right to mention the 
proposal, as it emanated from so numerous and respectable a party. 



Provincial Schools. 

Very active exertions are being made to commence the School in 
Glasgow. A building affording excellent accommodation has been 
secured, and an estimate is forwarded for a portion of the fittings, which 
are being prepared. 

Five hundred pounds having been voted for the outfit of this School 
I would suggest that a sum of £120 be forthwith expended in 
Books and Examples, and £100 in Casts, and that the Committee be 
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authorised to proceed with their fittings on the same terms as the 
other Schools, to the amount of £150 of the grant for Outfit. 

I may here mention that the stock of ornamental casts in the Provincial 
Schools is very small. Mr. Brucciani, the caster employed by the 
Council, is willing to make moulds from any number of Examples in 
the Head School, without any charge, provided he receive an order for 
casts from these moulds for each Provincial School. In this manner, 
additional duplicates from the valuable casts in the Head School might 
be forwarded, as well as casts of the specimens in bronze and iron. 

By his estimate, an additional collection of ninety specimens might 
be moulded, and sent to each School, for the sum of £39. 10s. to each. 
Tothis sum is to be added that of £13 7s. 6d., for casts from the moulds 
presented by Mr. Thomson. 

Drawings have been forwarded for the inspection of the Council from 
each of the Provincial Schools. The majority of them are satisfactory. 

From Manchester an application has been made for an Assistant- 
Master. I suggest Mr. Findon, one of the Exhibitioners, for this office ; 
to be paid on the same terms as Mr. Kyd, appointed to Birmingham, 
viz., £70 per annum from the Council, and £30 from the local 
Committee. 

Mr. Findon has frequently been a prize-holder. He is intelligent, 
and his conduct has been at all times satisfactory. 

Applications have been received from two parties in the Stafford- 
shire Potteries for a School of Design in that district. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

jU. — The foregoing Report was generally approved ; and the 
'(mowing Resolutions were passed, relative to the propositions 
contained, in it : — 

L That the five Male and four Female students recommended by 
he Director for free admission, in consideration of meritorious out- 
ine drawings made in the last vacation, be accordingly so admitted 
during one year. 

a ?■ | i n reference to the 11th rule for the discipline of the 
chool, the attendance of the students, Robert C. Tucker and Henry 
°od, be discontinued, on the recommendation of the Director, as 
Sell ^ i n0t to ma ke satisfactory progress in the studies of the 

^ the order given by the Director for eight glazed and three 
tu ^ rames ’ f° r valuable drawings as examples, be sanctioned. 

M T iat ’ on ,^ le m °ti° n Mr. Gardiner, seconded by Mr Dyce, 
r. 1 ownsend’s Report of his proceedings and observations in Paris, 
°' v presented, be printed and circulated with the Minutes of the 
present Meeting ; and that Mrs. M‘Ian’s Report of her visit to 
ans and the Staffordshire Potteries, read at the last Meeting of the 
Ullcil > be printed with it. 
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5. That the local Committee of Management of the School at 
Glasgow be authorised to provide, at an expense not exceeding 
£150, the requisite furniture and fittings for that School, in con- 
formity with the conditions enjoined by the Council, reference being 
made by the Committee to the Director as to the plan, construction, 
and arrangement of such furniture and fittings; and that a collection 
of suitable Casts, to the amount of £100, and a supply of Books of 
Ornament and other Examples, to the amount of £120, be provided 
by the Director, and transmitted to that School. 

With regard to propositions in the Director’s Report, relating 
to appointments of Teachers, and further supplies of Casts to the 
Branch Schools, the following notices thereof were given from the 
Chair, and were ordered to be inserted in the Agenda for the 
next ordinary Meeting. 

1. That, in accordance with a letter dated the 1st instant, which 
was read from the Spitalfields Committee, Mr. John Brown, Exhibi- 
tioner, be appointed Assistant-Master at the Spitalfields School, at a 
salary of £60 per annum ; and that the three Assistant-Masters in the 
Head School be required to visit the Spitalfields School in rotation, at 
least twice a week, at a remuneration not exceeding seven shillings 
for each visit. 

2. That Mr. Adam Edward Findon, Exhibitioner, be appointed 
Assistant- Master at the Manchester School, at a salary of £70 per 
annum from the Council ; on condition that the Manchester Com- 
mittee add thereto £30 per annum, to make it £100, as in the case 
of the Assistant-Master, Mr. Kyd, at the Birmingham School. 

3. That, as the Provincial Schools are very inadequately supplied 
with Casts of Ornament, the Director be authorised to send to each 
School, casts from the moulds presented by Mr. Thomson, of 
Ciitheroe ; and to cause new moulds to be made from casts in the 
Head School. That from these moulds casts be made and sent to 
every Branch School ; the amount being estimated at £40 to each. 

TV. — The arrangements proposed to be submitted by the 
Director for ensuring an early and efficient exhibition of prize 
productions in the ensuing year, were deferred for further con- 
sideration. 

V. — Reports were presented from each of the Provincial 
Schools, for the month of October. The following is an abstract 
of their contents : — 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of October, 1844. 
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VI —The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
Committee, held this day, previous to the Meeting of the Council, 
were read, and the payments therein recommended were approved, 
and ordered to be made. 

Tuesday , November bth, 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apslky, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, and 
it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for payment. 

Salaries:— £, ®‘ i 

Mr. Wilson, for November d ” J „ 

- Dyce, ditto ® ® ® 

— Herbert, ditto 

— Deverell, ditto „ 

— Lipsham, ditto in n 

Mrs. M'lan, ditto ]2 10 0 

Mr. Townsend, ditto ^ ^ 

— [Iammersley, ditto a * a 

— Murdoch, for October 4 o ^ 

— Stewart, ditto • • • • ^ y 4 

Monthly Advance for Wages and petty Cash . . 2o U u 

Part of Grant to Manchester School, for 'Furniture, 

as per Bills submitted • 14 n 

Balance of Annual Aid to Manchester, to 29th Sept. 6o 0 0 
Balance of ditto to Spitalfields School, to 29th Sept, /o 0 0 
Messrs. Holland and Sons, for Packing Cases, &c., for 

sending Furniture to Provincial Schools . . . 12 ^ ! */ 

Mr. Faux, for Coals ? * ^7 

Poor Rate, two quarters, to Lady-day, 1845 ... o Id 4 , 

Mr. Mordan, for Copying Press 

— Cobbett, for Books for the School Library . . 1 4 ui w. 

— Bickers 0 17 0* 

— Mozen, for glazing Frames for Examples . . 2 11 0^ 

Messrs. Singer, Stephens, and Gunnell, for Modelling ^ C A 

Clay 

Mr. M‘ Manus, Travelling Expenses to Glasgow . . 5 0 0 * 

Accounts from Mr. Chinnery, for freightage and agency, were referred 
to Mr. Gibson, for enquiry respecting the charges; and an accoui 
from the Gas Company was ordered to be referred to the Secretary 
the Company for explanation of its unusually large amount. 

Mr. Deverell having reported that several of the Masters ot r 
vincial Schools had expressed a desire to receive the payment o 
salaries monthly, the Committee recommend that, in future, _ 
salaries be accordingly paid monthly, instead of quarterly as hereto 
and that the following sums be transmitted for the month of October . 
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Glasgow . . Mr. M‘Maims 

Coventry . . Mr. Evans, 

Birmingham . Mr. Dobson, 
Ditto ... Mr. Kyd, 
Sheffield . . Mr. Spratt, 

Nottingham . Mr. Thompson, 
Manchester . Mr. Wallis, 
York . . . Mr. Patterson, 

Newcastle . Mr. Scott, 



£ a. d. 

at £150 per annum 12 10 0 



at £100 


ditto 


8 


6 


8 


at £110 


ditto 


9 


3 


4 


at £70 


ditto 


5 


16 


8 


at £150 


ditto 


12 


10 


0 


at £100 


ditto 


8 


6 


8 


at £120 


ditto 


10 


0 


0 


at £100 


ditto 


8 


6 


8 


at £110 


ditto 


9 


3 


4 



£84 3 4 



The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank 
Book, Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance: — 



5th November, 1844. 



on 8th October 
Dr. 

To half year’s Grant 
fromParliament, on 
account of Somerset 
House, and Annual 
Aid to Provincial 
Schools 



the Month of Octo- 
ber : — . 

Male School— 
Morning £11 8 
Evening . 17 11 0 
'«»ale School 4 15 0 



*¥“ c ‘ the above de- 
uciency . 

Cr. 

% Payments made 
“f'a/cof Fund No. 1 
Jr® a (e of ditto No. 2 
0,1 «/c of ditto No.3 

halatice in the Bank) 
dns day . . .) 



1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant lor Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


£ a. d. 


£ a. d. 


£ a. d. 


£ a. d. 


1 160 2 1 


322 12 5 


874 5 6 


1,036 15 10 


* Minus. 








► 1,110 10 0 


• • 


1,065 0 0 


2,175 10 0 


I 

) 

) 

- 33 14 0 






33 14 0 


1,144 4 0 








| 160 2 1 








984 1 11 


322 12 5 


1,939 5 6 


3,245 19 10 


2 57 3 6 




) 




• • 


464* *9 1 


> 


972 9 3 


•• 


•• 


250 16 8] 




| 726 18 5 


141 16 8 


1,688 8 10 


2,273 10 7 


l 


Minus. 







Adi, 



•journed. 



(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman . 

E 2 
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VII. — The Minutes of a Special Committee were read, as 
follows : — 

Minutes of a Meeting of a Special Committee appointed by the Council 
on the 8th of October , to consider the expediency of continuing the 
Office of Inspector of Provincial Schools as a separate appointment » 

The Committee met on Tuesday, the 29tli of October, at Three 
o’clock. 

present : — 

Edward Blore, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Lefevre, JonN George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Mr. Wilson, Director, was in attendance. 



I. A note from Lord Colborne was brought before the Committee 
by the Assistant-Secretary, explaining the circumstances which pre- 
vented his Lordship from attending the Meeting. 

II. The following extract from the Minutes of the last Meeting of 
the Council, on the 8th of October, was read by the Chairman : — 

“Min. XII. — Mr. Gardiner brought forward the motion of which 
notice was given by that gentleman at the last Meeting; and, after a 
full discussion of particulars relating to this proposition, it was re- 
solved, on the motion of Mr. Gardiner, seconded by Mr. Gibson, 
that a Committee be appointed to enquire and report as to the 
expediency of continuing the office of Inspector of Provincial Schools 
as a separate appointment, and to consider if the duties of that office 
can be more advantageously performed by the Director and Assist- 
ant Secretary.” 

III. The Committee first took into consideration, seriatim, the I 11 ' 
spector’s duties, the printed list of which was read by the Chairman, 
and the following points were determined, and agreed upon : — 

1. That, in the first place, in consideration of the great practica 
importance of the Provincial Schools, and the amount of respond 
bility for their success, which is implied in the relations and engag‘d 
ments subsisting between the Council and the local Committees, it ]b 
highly expedient that these Schools should be inspected, as require 
in Article I. of the Inspector’s Duties, once every three inon ^ 
That it is desirable to determine the months in which these vbi 
are to be made ; and that January, April, July, and October may 
conveniently named. 

That a general notice of each inspection visit should be 
nicated to the Committees by the Secretary of the Council, an 
special appointments be made by the Insj>ecting Officer. 
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2. That, in order to perform the prescribed duties of inspection 
judiciously, correctly, and completely, it appears to the Committee 
to be essentially requisite that the Inspecting Officer should be in 
full possession of a knowledge of the present operations of each 
School, and of all modifying circumstances that may be conducive or 
detrimental to their success, or may serve for explanation and cor- 
rection in the formation of just opinions. That, consequently, these 
duties must be performed under much disadvantage, by any indi- 
vidual who is unacquainted with the present circumstantial facts, 
and with the whole course of the proceedings and correspondence of 
each School and Committee. 

That, at the time of the appointment of the present Inspector, no 
one possessed more complete and intimate knowledge of the affairs 
of the Provincial Schools than he ; and simply because it arose from 
the daily performance of the duties of Director of those establish- 
ments. Hence, the same remark, for the same reason, is now 
applicable to the present Director. 

3. That, as it is a principle enjoined by the Council, and reported 
to the President of the Board of Trade, as a condition to be observed 
in appropriating the large Parliamentary Grant to the Provincial 
Schools, that the system and mode of instruction shall in those 
Schools be the same as at Somerset House, the Committee are of 
opinion, that the best way to ensure this desirable uniformity of pro- 
ceeding, is not only to subject the whole system of artistical education 
to one directive functionary, but to assign, to him the duty of examin- 
ing in what particulars the machinery of the system does or does not 
work in a satisfactory manner. 

4. That tlie Director, being required by his official duties to place 
himself in communication with the most eminent manufacturers in 
different branches of trade, for the purpose of ascertaining their 
peculiar wants, it is requisite that he should be afforded as many 
available opportunities as possible for the advantage of personal con- 
ference, and for examining ornamental productions in their pro- 
gressive stages of design and execution, in the great manufacturing 
districts of the Provincial Schools : and with regard to the interests 
°f the Schools themselves, it is obvious, in estimating the importance 
Y the Director’s intercourse with eminent practical men in various 
departments of our national manufactures, that every new accession 
to his knowledge as an instructor, must be so much additional benefit 

those whom he teaches. 

5. That, as to the absence of the Director for the requisite time, 
rom Somerset House, the Committee has obtained from Mr. Wilson 
a statement of facts and opinions that warrants a belief in the perfect 
Practicability of such absence from the Head School, without occa- 
sioning any inconvenience or interruption to the progress of the 
studies, and the maintenance of discipline ; the system of order and 
arrangement of duties now established being such as to render it 
eas 7 to en sure the continuance of all desirable regularity, by substi- 
uting the superintendence of one of the superior masters ; as on the 
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occasion of the Director’s absence during several weeks in Paris, 
when the School was conducted by Mr. M‘Manus in the most satis- 
factory manner. 

IV. These preliminary points being ascertained, attention was 
directed more immediately to the question, for the especial consideration 
of which the Committee was appointed, and, after due deliberation, the 
following Resolution was put from the Chair : 

“ That this Committee is of opinion that it is not expedient to 
continue the office of Inspector of Provincial Schools as a separate 
appointment; but that the duties, hitherto performed by this officer, 
may be in future discharged by the Director.” 

This Resolution was carried by a majority of votes, namely— 

Ayes. No. 

Mr. Blore, Mr. Lefevre. 

Mr. Gardiner, 

Mr. Gibson, 

Mr. Pellatt. 

It was further resolved, that this result of the Committee’s enquiry, 
as here recorded, be reported to the Council, at the next Meeting, on 
Tuesday, the 5th of November, accompanied by the preceding statement 
of the reasons on which the Committee proceeded in coming to this 
conclusion. 

(Signed) EDW. BLORE, 

Chairman. 



VIII. — 1. On the motion of Mr. Blore, seconded by Mr. 
Pellatt, it was resolved that the Report contained in the Minutes 
of the Committee, now read, be received. 

2. It was moved by Mr. Gardiner, and seconded by Mr 
Pellatt — 



“ That the recommendations contained in the Report of the Com- 
mittee be adopted, and that arrangements be made for carrying the 
same into effect.” 

3. The adoption of the Report of the Committee was resolved 
upon by a majority of votes, as follows : — 



Ayes . 

Mr. Blore, 

Mr. Gardiner, 

Mr. Gibson, 

Mr. Pellatt, 

Mr. Poynter, 

Sir R. Wcstmacott. 



Noes . 

Mr. Etty, 

Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. Lefevre. 
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4. It was next resolved, that it be referred to the Correspondence 
Committee to make the requisite arrangements for carrying into 
effect the recommendations of the Report now adopted ; and, 

5. On the motion of Mr. Gardiner, it was resolved, that it be 
referred to the special Committee on the office of Inspector, to 
consider whether a donation should not be voted to Mr. Dyce on 
the termination of his engagement as Inspector of the Provincial 
Schools, and also as- to the amount thereof. 

r 

IX.— The list of members constituting the Correspondence 
Committee was considered, and it was resolved that, in order to 
ensure an efficient attendance at the Meetings of this Committee, 
which, in future, are to be summoned monthly, with especial 
regard to the business of the Provincial Schools, the number of 
members be increased by the following additions, and that two be 
a quorum for the transaction of business. 



10. Hope, H. T., Esq., M.P. 

11. Ker, H. B., Esq., ex officio . 

12. Knight, H. G., Esq., M.P. 

13. Lefevre,J. G.S., Esq., F.R.S. 

14. *Pellatt, A., Esq. 

15. Poynter, A., Esq. 

16. *Westraacott, Sir R., R.A. 

17. Wyse, T., Esq., M.P. 



1 . Ashburton, Lord 

2. *Cockerell, C. R., Esq., R.A. 

3. *Colborne, Lord, ex officio . 

4 ♦Dyce, W., Esq., A.R.A. 

5. *Etty, W., Esq., R.A. 

6. *Gardiner, J. R., Esq. 

7. *Gibson, T. F., Esq. 

8* Hamilton, W. R., Esq., ex officio 

9. Hawes, B., Esq., M.P. 

On th® motion of Mr. Ker, the Director was requested to 
import on the specimens of ornamental art, and manufactures, 
purchased by him in Paris, with reference to similar articles 
produced in England. 

XI. A proposition, of which Mr. Ker had given notice, 
re atlve to giving instruction in the theory and literature of Art, 
Uas P ost poned by that gentleman for further consideration. 

Cockerell not being present to bring forward an 

non need proposition, to remunerate Mrs. M‘lan for the expenses 
on Paris and the Staffordshire Potteries, it was resolved, 

motion of Mr. Pellatt, seconded by Mr. Etty, that £30 be 
Presented to Mrs. M‘Ian for this purpose 

Specimens of drawings from each of the Provincial 
schools were examined. 

J letter, dated the 30th October, 1844, was read from 

• Havis, Esq., of Shelton, presenting a memorial from the 

* Those marked * arc new Members, now appointed* 
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artists and artizans of the Staffordshire Potteries, signed by 
upwards of 600 persons, applying to the Council for the establish- 
ment of a School of Design in that district. 

The subject of the application was considered, and it was 
ordered that further information as to the facts and circumstances 
affecting the question be ascertained from the parties interested in 
the undertaking. 

XV. — A letter, dated the 5th instant, was read from Mr. John 
Wornell, relative to the subject of his communication, to which a 
reply was made at the last Meeting : and it was ordered that, in 
answer to the letter now read, Mr. Wornell be referred to the 
reply of the Council to his former communication. 

Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , December 10 th, 1844 . 

(Signed) H. BELLENDEN KER, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT of Proceedings and Observations o/*Mrs. M‘Ian, 
during J is its to Paris and the Staffordshire Potteries. 



To the Council of the Government School of Design. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, October 7, 1844. 

Having been taught to advert to France as the great School of 
Ornamental Art, and being desirous to render myself more competent 
to give instruction in the b emale School of Design, in order to carry 
out fully the intentions of the Council in establishing it, I visited, 
during the Summer vacation of 1 843, the Institutions, and manufac- 
tories in Paris, with the view of acquiring, by personal inspection of 
processes and productions of Ornamental Art, such information as 
might be serviceable in promoting this object : and Porcelain painting 
bemg a branch of art enumerated in the Prospectus, as affording an 
employment especially adapted to females, and one, for instruction in 
applications had been made by several of my pupils, I was 
pmticularly anxious to obtain such a knowledge of it as would fully 
qualify me to direct the exercises of a class for this purpose. I there- 
in D° btam ? d an introduction to M. Robert, the chief conductor of 
e Porccl^n manufactory at Sevres, and by his permission every part 
0 celebrated establishment was shown to me. I saw the artists 
a work, observed their method of using colors, and obtained a know- 
? ( £ e their technical modes of proceeding, and of the media which 
le > employ in the process. The result of my observations at that 
was a conviction that I could readily learn this art, and could 
easi fy teach it. 

impression I again visited Paris in the course of the last 
Ration, and having placed myself under the instruction of Madame 
tact^ an ’ ? ne P r j nc T a l artistes engaged in the porcelain manu- 

•j ^ uie of Sevres, I assiduously painted daily under her direction during 
m P enoa of my visit, and copied on porcelain an original picture of 
specimen of work, as a production of my new acquire- 
(joun shall shortly be enabled to submit to the inspection of the 



. °n 

time 



unie m Q return fr. om P ar i s I proceeded at once to, and remained some 
bv e ln };' \ a ® or ^ 8 ^iro, in order to visit the district of the Potteries, and 
^ £ aretl % examining the work of our best English porcelain painters, 
'vith >e ti enal>le ^ t0 ^° r ? 11 a -i ust est i mate °f their productions, compared 
] obt ' 0S ? * tae art * sts ^ance- For tlie prosecution of this object, 
shovv^L lntro<iuct i 011 t° some °f the principal manufacturers, and was 
mean! , atever related to my enquiries in the several large establish - 
ot tlle Messrs. Wedgwoods, Copeland, Minton, Ridgeway, and 
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others. The effect of this comparison of the finest examples of the art in 
France and England, was an impression by no means unfavorable to 
English ability : so that with regard, at least, to this branch of orna- 
mental art, I am happy to feel warranted in dissenting from those who 
indiscriminately decry the productions of British art. At Messrs. Cope- 
land’s manufactory I saw specimens of flower painting in porcelain by 
an English artist, which I should have no hesitation in declaring to be 
in every respect equal to the best productions of M. Jacobert, one of 
the best artists in this department at Sevres, where flower painting 
is most admirably executed ; and it is but justice to observe that the 
attainment of such equality of excellence by an English artist, implies 
a much greater degree of merit, since in France the artist has long had 
the advantage of systematic and special training for his employment, 
and the emulating patronage of a Royal manufactory munificently 
supported by the Government : while, in England, he has been 
hitherto wholly unassisted,— development of talent being left merely to 
individual energy and perseverance. 

With regard to the colors used by the French, I observed that, in 

f eneral, they are superior to those of the English. For flesh tints, the 
rench have reds and yellows that will mix and burn together, which, 
with the colors used in our Potteries, is chemically impossible. The 
media made use of by the French are also different ; and, in my opinion, 
superior to those employed in England. On the other hand, our rose 
colors, I think, are preferable to theirs. As to the question of 
originality of Design in this department of painting, I may state, with 
regard as well to the French as English artists engaged in it— the 
remark being applicable to each— that, with the exception of flowers 
and miniatures, no original pictures are introduced ; the artistical labor 
consisting merely in a continual process of copying. 

In visiting the manufactories of the Staffordshire Potteries, I was 
much gratified to find employment afforded to numerous females, 
although they perform merely the inferior kinds of work. Indeed, it is 
only the cheapest and commonest description of wares that can be 
committed to their hands ; for, as they do not possess the slightest 
knowledge of drawing, their work consists simply in filling up with 
certain colors, according to a given pattern, certain spaces formed by 
outlines which are previously printed upon the wares. They are 
thus confined to the mere mechanical labor of an art in which 
excellence in its highest department is undoubtedly fully as much 
attainable by women as by men. In this country, unfortunately, the 
employments obtainable by females are very limited in number ana 
variety, so that it becomes highly desirable not only to provide the 
means of developing and cultivating talent in females, but to in- 
crease the number of subjects, to which such ability, when so cu 
tivated, may with propriety and profit be applied. To this class o 
subjects belong with peculiar fitness, not only the arts of painting ° n 
porcelain and glass, but those of designing for every branch of oui 
Pottery manufactures : and, with respect to the practicability and exW 
diencv of at once acting upon these considerations, I would state tha 
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have been assured by the chief artists of one of the principal porcelain 
establishments in Staffordshire, that if, in the Female School at 
Somerset House, a class were formed for studying the art of painting 
porcelain in a superior manner, the more skilful pupils might readily 
obtain from the manufacturers transmissions of work to be executed 
at home ; so that without any injurious interference with the un- 
educated female artists, or rather artizans, in the Potteries, a constant 
and beneficial employment might be procured. 

I have merely to add that, on the suggestion of the Director, I 
submit this brief memorandum of my proceedings and impressions; 
and have the honor to be, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

FANNY M‘IAN. 
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REPORT of Proceedings and Observations, by Henry 
James Townsend, Esq., during a visit to Paris , in 
September 1844. 



To the Council of the Government School of Design . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

When, at the end of the past Session, you conferred on me the 
honor of an appointment as Master in the School of Design, I proceeded 
to Paris, in order to prosecute such general observations as might tend 
to increase the utility of my subsequent official labors. Two objects, 
however, formed the subject of special instructions from Mr. Wilson 
before my departure, and on these I beg to offer some comments, with 
a record of such facts as throw light, incidentally or directly, on the 
matters in view. 

The points of enquiry proposed to me by Mr. Wilson were, first, The 
System of Education adopted in the pursuit of Art; secondly, 
The Works and Methods of the Modellers in Paris. 

It was remarked, and with justice, by that gentleman, that the regular 
evolution of such talent in designing indicates some peculiar merit in 
the system under which the young men in Paris prosecute their studies; 
and since drawing of all kinds — whether as regards the human figure 
or ornament— depends on the careful education of perceptions through 
the eye, he suggested that the range of observation should not be con- 
fined to the “Schools of Design,” but that it might extend with 
interest, and perhaps with value, to the ateliers of the great teachers 
of Fine Art. 

With these, then, I commence ; because the details of the routine 
adopted in such studios will form a key to the rules observed in the 
more public Institutions. The subjoined particulars may be regarded 
as common features of the system of education in such classes as those 
presided over by Delaroche, Drolling, Coignet, Picot, &c. & c * 
The pupils consist, mainly, of future painters, to whom these distin- 
guished artists afford, at a very trifling remuneration, the valuable 
lessons dictated by their experience. Payments are made monthly- 
The professor attends thrice a week. Admitted at any age, and without 
previous examination or preparatory study of art, the student is at once 
made to draw from “the round,” — from busts, portions of the face and 
figure, or statues, according to circumstauces. Drawings or prints arc 
placed, as copies, before those only whose dullness is supposed to 
require such an exemption from the usual mode of initiation. The so e 
material at first permitted to the draughtsman iB charcoal, the i ,se 
of the chalk being reserved for more advanced stages. This empl°}' 
ment of charcoal alone may be supposed to check the self-love tna 
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would place value on “ first attempts,” while the ready erasure of 
markings offers every facility for the attainment of true drawing. It is 
said, moreover, that from this early period and practice the designer 
may date the free handling of so useful an instrument in after years. 
Be this as it may, drawing after drawing is made in charcoal, the most 
earnest attention being directed to the main indications of surface, and 
especially to the “ mouvement ,” as it is termed,— that is, the balance of 
the body, and of parts among themselves. Thus tutored, the pupil 
enters early on that which constitutes the most prominent characteristic 
of a French artist’s education — namely, the continuous application to 
studies from the Life . For this purpose, models attend four hours each 
day — the same model, in the same attitude, during that period, for 
a week together ! The care with which these drawings are executed, 
the anxiety with which the play of surface is imitated, and the use of 
the chalk and the charcoal with so much patience over an extended time, 
may be regarded as the true source of that power of “ modelling /’ as the 
painter terms it, which the French students pre-eminently display. This 
power is, indeed, an object of so much solicitude, that clever figures 
often remain incomplete at the end of the week. Both in painting and 
in drawing from the life, the a peu pres system is thoroughly dis- 
couraged by the masters, their constant demand being a pure outline 
and most careful filling up. Anatomy, as a study, is not said to be 
much insisted on ; Houdon’s figure of the muscles and the traditionary 
science of the atelier being the principal stock in this department of an 
artist’s enquiry. On commencing to painty studies are made of heads 
and portions of the figure, both small and colossal, and it is then that 
the professor enters more generally upon the known rules of art, enlarg- 
mg his communications according to the progress of the pupil, until he 
at length gives him a hint that he should commence a picture, and 
pursue an independent path. It is just preceding this stage, however, 
that the class is engaged often in the principles of Composition, 
subjects’* being proposed which are treated by all, and the results of 
,ch undergo a critical commentary. The duration of these studies is 
parlous. From what I could gather, there are few remarks on the 
theory of Color, on Beauty, or on the properties of Chiar’oscuro, as 
applied in painting. If this be the case, we have, perhaps, an indication 
Jp the cause of defects, as well as excellencies, in the French School . 

he works of the public galleries lead to the conclusion that the effects 
0 repeated or powerful “ glazings ” are either little understood, or much 
undervalued, except by Delacroix, Schceffer, and a few other great men ; 

bl le> among the mass, the use of the positive, unbroken color, is as 
prevalent as the choice thereof is often inharmonious. There is little 
contrast of u transparency ” and “opacity,” even in the cabinet pictures. 

e rou nding; of the flesh is generally exquisite, the color of it frequently, 
r Jr s e, beautiful ; but that subduing of one portion to give effect to 
nother — which has been practised by the greatest masters of other 
on h S> aUC * success by those of our own — lias, although founded 
u . e ffects of Nature, been sparingly exhibited in the works of our 
ei gnbours. Truly great, however, are their productions in other 



78 



respects; and stirring as is the energy of their thoughts, they never 
appear to quail in the communication of them to the beholder. Their 
power of embodiment is extraordinary ; and is doubtless attributable to 
that faculty of delineating structure which is developed by the untiring 
studies from the life commenced so early in the private ateliers. 

That which corresponds with our Royal Academy is the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts. The instruction is gratis, admission being obtained by 
competitions, in the months of March and September. Here the 
educational system is nearly the same, in reference to elementary studies, 
as that in the schools of the private professors, the most eminent of 
whom, indeed, also occupy “ chairs” in this institution, and are paid 
by the Government. 

" The general tendency of the arrangements is to promote a spirit of 
emulation , and consequent industry, among the Eleves, — this being, in 
fact, the distinguishing feature in the training of youth throughout the 
French metropolis. The competitors for admission are generally five 
hundred, of which number perhaps one hundred succeed. The “ ad- 
mitted* * are divided into two classes of “ odd and even numbers,” and 
the studies of these two classes are conducted, week by week , — alternately 
after the Antique and the Life , — in the two great amphitheatres devoted 
to the purpose. The model sits six consecutive days. The proportion 
of sculptors is about twenty in a hundred. The professors attend in 
rotation, from five to seven in the evening. 

During the studentship, there is a monthly competition , the decisions 
being given every quarter. One silver and two bronze medals are 
distributed, for each month, the third-class medal being worth no more 
than seven francs. The merits of the drawings, however, being rigidly 
scanned, much value is attached to success, particularly as the medallists 
are entitled to a choice of places and to a prolonged right to academic 
study, while the non-medallists must contend again at the expiration of 
six months. 

There are two general concours, called the c< Tetes d’Expressionf 
and the “ Prix de Rome** 

The trial of the k ‘T6tes d’ Expression” occurs twice in the year. 
In this no pupil can compete who is not a medallist, is not a Frenchman, 
and who has not satisfied the master of perspective. The studies are 
made life-size, from the living model, who assumes the appropriate 
attitude and expression under the direction of the professor. A resem- 
blance to the original is required, in conjunction with the true and 
forcible working-out of the given theme. Twelve usually compete, and 
their labors last six hours a day, during four days. Two gold medals 
are awarded. The successful efforts arising from this contest are hung 
around one of the halls, with other specimens of the works of distin- 
guished students. They appeared to me the most extraordinary of this 
class of productions. The anatomical knowledge, admirable drawing* 
and skill of painting displayed in them are worthy of all praise, and are 
the best proofs of the value of the system whence they emanate. 

The “ Prix de Rome yy is the grand mainspring ^)f the ambition of 
the EleveSy and offers to the successful competitor the most substantial 
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advantages. The conditions are — age under thirty, and French birth ; 
but it is not necessary that previous studies should have been pursued 
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. In this institution, the competitors 
assemble, generally to the amount of one hundred and fifty. On their 
meeting, a subject is proposed, from which a sketch in oil colors, 
18 inches by 6, is to be made at once. Twenty are selected, who are 
considered worthy of undergoing further trials. The figure, in three- 
quarter size, from life, is painted by these chosen ones, and a reduction 
is then effected to ten. To these ten the field is left for the ultimate 
contest, and each receives, as an equivalent for his expenses, a sum of 
one hundred and fifty francs. A subject is then proposed, and the 
same day a sketch is made, and “stamped;” and from the general 
tenor of this design, the subsequent painting must exhibit no departure. 
Models are allowed, but neither engravings nor unstamped sketches are 
permitted, and the process of the picture now advances during seventy-two 
days. The prizes, which consist of a “ Grand Prix” and two secondary 
ones, confer exemption from the “ Conscription.” The winner of the chief 
prize in the present year, was said to be freed from the ranks by his suc- 
cessful effort made under leave of absence ! To the two second prizes 
also is given a reward of five hundred francs. The chief prize, however, 
brings with it the honor of a Laurel Crown , bestowed either at the 
Institute, or in the “ Hemicycle ” Theatre at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. 
The victor is then sent to Rome, on his studies, where he is lodged and 
maintained at the French Academy, under an eminent Director, and 
with a further allowance of *£60 per annum. 

The like conditions apply to contests between sculptors and ar- 
chitects; similar advantages being extended, every fourth year, to 
en gravers, landscape-painters, and die-sinkers. The talents of the 
sculptors are tried by various efforts in “bas relief” and u ronde 
bosse,” after which the grand prix is determined by either a low relief 
or the whole figure. I saw the contributions of this autumn, when 
exposed at the Ecole. Few were deficient in merit, some were remark- 
j^le for their executive power. The black look of the clay, employed 
3 y the French, much interferes with the effects of relievos, as was 
evidenced by the superior impression made by the chief prize, when cast 
m M. Jacquet’s atelier. 

The conditions attached to the mission to Rome, are the following: — 
First year. — Observation and General Studies. 

Second year. — A Single Figure, for exposition at the “ Beaux Arts.” 
1 hird year. — A Composition, of any size. 

boiirth year. — A Copy from Ancient Masters, generally from 
attaelle’s Frescoes, the size of the original. 

Fifth year. — An original Picture. 

y , 18 na tural to enquire whether such extensive competitions, thus 
th^ ' V ta !^ n S pl ace > are productive of effects at all commensurate with 
ma exertions made. As this, my Lords and Gentlemen, is a point that 
Vour mterest y° u > in reference to the plans pursued at the School under 
as government, permit me to observe that genius is generally of slow, 
c as uncertain, evolution. That system would therefore appear to 
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be the best, in an educational establishment, which would afford to 
genius, when it does manifest itself, the “ opportunity ” without w T hicli 
it might exist in vain. This may appear a trite remark, because such 
is more or less the object of all prize competition ; but 1 would venture 
to call your attention to the fact, that the want of subsequent arrange- 
ments too frequently leaves unemployed the talent educed. Seldom is 
it that such admirable consecutive measures are adopted as those in the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts, under the ordinance of the French Govern- 
ment ! It is a frequent remark, that the danger resulting from an aca- 
demic prize is the degree of self-content thereby sometimes produced. 
How desirable then, to entail, as a necessary consequence of the prize, 
the regular production of certain works, having for their object the double 
achievement of original thought, and copying from the works of others! 
Such is the case in France. The Grand Prix de Rome carries with it, 
for the time, unbounded public estimation. Thousands flock to see such 
works ; and the painter or sculptor, if left to wander about as an undi- 
rected travelling student, might rest contented with the dream of his 
past renown. At Rome, however, he is provided with a residence, 
a home, where his instructor and guide is always one of the foremost 
of his distinguished countrymen, — who exercises a well rewarded 
duty in stimulating young ambition among the inspiring relics of 
former ages. Thus, year after year, talented men are fostered under a 
nation’s care, and when high genius springs forth, it repays this valuable 
nurture by the grateful tribute of a lofty work. The production of the 
“ fifth year,” if merely respectable, is generally purchased by the French 
Government, at about £200. The work of M. Papety, thirty feet long, 
was rewarded with £1000. It was called 4< Un Reve de Bonheurf 
in which the artist gave way to imaginations, the high poetry of which 
was equalled by the skill with which they were presented. He won 
universal applause and high name; and, although such large dimensions 
have been forsaken, his pictures still carry out the promise of such a 
commencement. In one of the salons of the Ecole, I was delighted 
with the sculptures of another of these prizeholders, M. Desacby* 
His relievo representing 44 Early Christians burying their child in the 
catacombs of Rome,” is admirably simple in its arrangement, full ot 
elevated feeling in the expression and design. 

In this Palais des Beaux Arts, the very building itself inspires 
a consciousness of the respect willingly accorded to the avocations 
to which it is devoted. On every side, incorporated with the edifice, 
are mementos of the past, appealing cither to the feeling of beauty, or to 
reverence for the great predecessors in art. The chefs d’oeuvres ot 
Michael Angelo in painting and sculpture,* re-appear in the 44 chapel* 
The choicest riches of sculpture, from Greece to the middle ages, and 0 
the present day, are disposed through its superb saloons ; and the ver) 
doors exhibit valuable relics of wood carving, — the best representative soj 
“ Ornament 99 being constantly mingled with the specimens of ntgM 



* At one end of the chapel is a copy of the “ Last Judgment,” nearly, if not 
os large as the origiual. 
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art Nor are its students left unnoticed in these testimonies to worth. 
Besides the chambers in which their first distinguished productions are 
displayed, some of their subsequent labors are mingled with the best in 
the saloons; and in the amphitheatre devoted to the prize-giving, the 
fine genius of Delaroche has assembled the artist chiefs of various 
epochs to witness, as it were, the triumph of the rising youth of France. 

I will now mention the institutions which it was in my power to see, 
or respecting which I could obtain information. 

Devoted to artistic education, there are in Paris, an “ Eeole Royale 
gratuile de Mathematique , de Dessin , et de Sculpture d'Ornement 
an “Ecole Royale speciale et gratuite de Dessin pour les Jeunes 
Personnes;” an “ Athenee des Beaux Arts” in the Rue de Seine, 
conducted by M. Genare, where auatomy, perspective, chemistry, &c., 
are taught in “ ateliers duplication a “ Conservatoire et Ecole des 
Arts et Metiers and an “ Ecole Communale de Dessin et de Scidp - 
tureP under the municipality of Paris. 

Of these many institutions, destined for the training of the practical 
artist and workman, the “ Conservatoire des Arts” was closed while I 
was in Paris ; but I noticed a testimony to its efficiency in the Journal 
des Debats, of August 22nd, that three of those who obtained gold medals 
T?i'th e n recent Exposition Industrielle, were among the “ Anciens 
Bleves ”of this school, which I understand to be open to students of 
all nations. The lady who presides over the female department of 
the School of Design at Somerset House, informed me, generally, of 
the arrangements at the “ Ecole pour les Jeunes Personnes ” of 
^hich, after some difficulty, she obtained an inspection last year* 
% attention was therefore drawn to others; and first, the Government 
School of Design, as being the parallel to our own, naturally attracted 
m y notice. 

The Ecole Royale de Dessin is situated in the Rue del’ Ecole de 
eaicire. M. Belloc, the Director, with whom Mr. Wilson had 
p M r i 6 t0 cor ^ municate > was absent from town, but an officer of the 
^abhshment politely afforded me an inspection of the arrangements, 
n such information as lay in his power. In many respects, the in- 
n - Ulon ° ver which you, my Lords and Gentlemen, preside, is supe- 
com ° that . Paris ~' superior in space, in ventilation, and in 

as art * st * c and industrial wealth. In the order of studies, 

1*166 ex P ecte( l> ' n an institution commenced so long ago as 

Schfinl 16 ^ ans °? ^cole Royal appear most admirable. The 
lt , x established, “ En favour des ouvriers qui se destinent 

Korku em °! lS mecani( l U ' es ” and, 80 far as I could ascertain, the 
'onsif1 ler \ ? n( 0 ^ ier8 avail themselves of this opportunity to a very 
fcen Jj 6 cxtent > as * n the School here, so I found, in Paris, young 
iv en i n 10 ar ?. Com P e iied to work all day glad to avail themselves of the 
g studies. One of the printed notices of the routine at this Ecole 

l »der Tlie^a' 68 a r re drlM »''*g. oniamont, landscape, animal*, ami flower. 

,<!lieve . no re 1 narkawTf.a^ PrUfe “°"‘ 11 Wtts °1'* ,IM * 1803. I. preen.*, I 
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Royale presents the following enumeration of its objects—' “ Geonietrie, 
arithmetique, toUe , arpenlage; architecture, coupe de pierre et de bois ; 
sculpture d'ornemens ; figure et animaux ; flews et ornemens ; -a 
list that indicates a wide sphere of education. It is no wonder, there- 
fore, that the names of seven or eight professors are appended. *01 
these studies the building offers a large oval room, a long gallery, an 
amphitheatre for the study of the figure, a small lecture room, and a sort 
of cellar for the conservation of statues, casts, &c. The latter appeared 
to me an injudicious disposal, since the constant suggestions which 
beautiful works make, almost unconsciously, to the eye, cannot fail to 
be beneficial ; especially as the impressions received in youth are the 
most enduring. Want of space, however, may be the cause. Economy 
of room, lieht, and the advantage of the students, were thoroughly 
effected in the other apartments. The amphitheatre for “ the figure 
is small, but well arranged. Two or three rows of seats, slightly,^ 
vated, are terminated by a platform, on which are fixed stands for 
twelve or fourteen modellers. Each stand, substantially constructed ot 

oak, is fixed at equal distance from 




the next, and presents so good a plan 
that I have subjoined a diagram of 
the back view. The hoard, (i) it 
will be seen, can be readily turned 
to meet the light in any direction 
by day, while at night the jointed 
candle-holder (a) admits of diminu- 
tion and extension, as well as of 
motion up and down the rod. The 
advantages are evident, — firmness, 
security, and a facile inspection 0 
the work from many sides, so highly 
necessary to the modeller. 

The large oval chamber, like tne 
large room in Somerset House, 
crowded with glazed frames, contain 
ing the examples of flowers, orna 
ment, &c., while the walls we 
hung with the specimens of stu en 
workmanship. Fresh flowers 
constantly supplied, when they 
be easily procured, for the p ur P 
of study.* None of the 
elicited a higher augury of the 
of the draughtsmen than t 1 0 * j fl 
meet with in the London Scnoo • 



the gallery were some r 
specimens of Modelling r 



One 

the 



them, surpassingly good, , u y hi« 
work of the Profeasor, assisted j 
It was like a careful 



pupils 
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from nature ! A Marine plant, found on the north coast of France, was 
the subject of it, and is a favorite study at this school, on account of 
preserving its form so long. This studying from nature in the modelling 
department is carried to a great extent, and prizes are given for the best 
performances thus made. With a view perhaps to afford hints in this 
direction, the most carefully-made casts from nature were plentifully 
ranged around. The Artichoke, I was informed, and even the 
Thistle, with all its spines, constitute objects of frequent study with 
the modelling tool. In these efforts, as in the drawing ateliers before 
named, the exact imitation of nature is most rigidly aspired to, in order 
to produce a facility of handling and a minute exercise of the faculties of 
perception. Doubtless this is the chief source of the power to execute — 
a power which, once acquired, offers the ready and inestimable means 
of conveying the most subtle ideas of form. Along the wall in this 
gallery narrow benches were arranged, with a ledge underneath, affording 
a recess for sponges, cloths, clay, and modelling instruments ; so that 
the surface of the working board need not be crowded with objects to 
distract the eye. About two feet above the benches a rod was fixed 
against the sides, whence casts and other articles could be suspended for 
copying — an excellent means for preserving due order, and facilitating 
the inspection of the casts, both by modellers and visitors. A small 
room, used for lecturing, was fitted up with two low benches ( b b), a 
modelling range (e*), and two supports for cartoons (a), as shown in the 
following section. Here, I understood, the professors make their com- 
ments on the art of design, the theory of ornament, the principles of 
architecture, &c. On the board (a) were two cartoon drawings in 
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tempera, beautifully executed, but evidently done at once, either as 

examples for illustration, or as copies. - n h: prt 

Next to the Government School, the most important, from its objects, 
its number of students, and as an example of the unceasing efforts of 
the French to improve the knowledge of the community » the ^Ecou 
Communal®, in the Rue Menilmontant. The fact that my attent on 
was directed to this by one of the first bronzists in Pam-on* : of the 
partners of the firm of Eck and Durand— as the source of the exceUenc 
of his workmen, is an important testimony to the value of Schools o 
Design,” in a commercial point of view. When visiting the iron e 
foundry of this gentleman, (to which I shall have to allude hereafer,) 

I was particularly struck with the skill evinced in two or three instances 
in the working of bronze ornament, which had come very roughly from 
the mould. This was chipped and chiseled with an accuracy, united 
with artistic grace, that elicited a wish to know where 8U< * artlfice 
acquired so perfect a comprehension of the qualities of design, 
then informed that the bronze founders, anxious to improve theirwork- 
men, had established this “Ecole Communale,” which, producing good 
results, was taken up in a spirited manner, and made what it now .is, oy 
the municipality of Paris. Unpretending and workshop-like m b 
structure, yet admirable are the means it presents. The g 
arrangements corresponded with those of other schools of design, excep 
in the predominance given to the studies of the human figure pom 
Antique and the Life. Many of the drawings executed in this depart 
ment were on the walls, and would do credit to the students o J 
academy of art. The school is open from seven to ten at night, au 
the students who belong to the department of bronze manufactures a 
received there in the daytime, without extra remuneration. 1 he mom j 
payment is three francs, except from the class just mentioned, w P J 
two, and another class who, to the number of thirty, are admittefl^ 
study gratuitously, “ on the ground of poverty.’ Six pupils ar ° 
to assist the professor in giving advice and changing the ain 

two others are selected week by week, from all the class, to ma 
order. The names of the refractory are inscribed in a book fraI)C8 
offence in the same week being followed by expulsion. At V , j 
from each student are placed as a “deposit” on entering the Ei , 
from this fund wilful or careless damage done to the proper y 
school is repaired. Modelling, both of the human figure an # f 

ment, is extensively studied here, the plans being similar o 
the Government School of Design in Paris, but calculated o 

numerous class. . , „,i. lca tional 

Having thus presented a resume of my notes on the ch'et eu ^ 
institutions, I proceed to record briefly the result of othe J_ g , e has 
anxious to satisfy you, my Lords and Gentlemen, that my „ h J use ful 
been watchful, and that I have been solicitous to collect as mi 



information as possible. . f'nr , f.cti ° s5 

To works of Sculiturf., Models in Ci.ay and ' ' ax, , l0n «as 

of Casts in Plaster and in Carton Pierre, my careful a : u dging 

directed; also to Working in Metals, as bronze and ir0 " j, ” _« ro ining 
from isolated examples scattered here and there, but careful y 
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the iron work which is to be found throughout Paris, in gratings, 
filling apertures of doors, in balconies, &c. &c. In addition to this, I 
gleaned such information as could be derived from visits to the ateliers of 
practical modellers, and to casting establishments. And here I may be 
permitted, perhaps, to premise that some difficulty is presented to a 
foreigner, under such circumstances. Entering a studio where numbers 
are under the guidance of one person, he cannot intrude his enquiries to 
such an extent as to cause a loss of valuable time. I therefore observed 
for myself, treasuring in my memory such mechanical or other contri- 
vances as were likely to be beneficial to the practice of the School in 
this department of my labors. 

In the works of Marochetti, Tricquetti, Ban*&, Vincent, and others — 
where the word 44 Modelling ” can be most truly applied to their pro- 
ductions— -the executive capacity displayed is truly remarkable, embracing 
every variety of the use of the modelling instruments, from the most 
broad and massive treatment to the most finished and minute. In the 
sculpture cl' ornament, strictly speaking, the same display of power of 
execution is met with. This indeed is sometimes the only redeeming 
point in a profusion of skill without taste. Such is the case in some of 
the magazins dhorlogerie ; almost the only instance that I saw of agree- 
able adaptation of sculptural design to a timepiece being in a model by 
1 nc ^ ett h the artist who executed the gates of the Madeleine. Generally 
speaking, these designs were so puerile, or the subjects so badly 
seected, that nothing but poverty of remuneration could excuse them. 
Were, however, condemnation must end ; good workmanship, knowledge, 
an taste, in almost all other instances, being found united. Every 
J ne ac( l u minted with the application of sculpture to purposes of manu- 
tr f aware the importance of the flexibility, sharpness, and 

m of the modelling of the original As is the matrix, so will 
oeme meta i, c product of the mould. When the cast has to be filed, 
of/, 1 . ct *, ai *d chased, and burnished again and again, in consequence 
usin eC i!- Ve modellin g> the workman or artist has the disadvantage of 
// J? 1 ? plastic powers on the least tractable material. Thus, the 
tion 6 f 11C r e ^ Cncls ? n turn a * ine > an< * 011 the ^finite modula- 
niad readil y e ^ deB those efforts which could quickly have 

Will he ,, 1 8 ^ red impression on wax or clay. When in Paris, Mr. 

“ u'a i Ca ,, py Mention to the fact, that what is done in England by 
opera ti en '- done * n * raTlce hy “artists,” in reference to these 
c ast i ° n , 8 111 metal \ an d he remarked that 44 the superiority in the 
Hv oif hen t was ow ing to the greater care and finish in the modelling.” 
e x [ re / GUa ! 10 . n8 oonhnned this opinion, and recalled to my mind the 
inth e p ™ UdC which the education of the modellers is watched 
finish of Hr ^ c ^ 100 ^ 8 Design. Notwithstanding, however, this general 
by the h a " r8t nK)ded » 80 well is the working hand informed and directed 
&c., chi C l H 1 la * * have 8een hmticts and other ornaments of candelabra, 
plaster H i at once ’ with the utmost readiness and precision, out of a 
someth^ ° Ck Wllere tllc fi^neral form alone had been moulded. Here, 
in Paris ^ n 118 ? 6 a ^ owed f° r l he facilities aflorded by the plaster used 
h was not Untl “iformed to the contrary, I could scarcely believe that 
prepared for this purpose by some peculiar process. Admit- 
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ting of the most facile use of the chisel, however, it has the drawback of 
not permitting the employment of iron supports, without profuse oxida* 
tion. This difficulty they obviate by adopting, instead, pieces of wood, 
which are previously soaked, lest the subsequent swelling should crack the 
plaster. In making small models of the human figure, and in the more 
delicately marked portions of ornamental work, wax is generally adopted. 
In the Rue de Bac, white wax is to be procured of such a consistence as 
to take with the utmost sharpness the impression of the tool; but there 
is a composition still better suited to such operations— a composition of 
wax with potatoe flour. The latter has the effect of causing a most 
agreeable resistance in the resulting compound, and when a coloring 
material is introduced, is much employed in the Parisian ateliers. 

As in modelling, so also in plaster casting, the French attain the 
greatest nicety. To the establishment devoted to this object, attached 
to the Ecole des Beaux Arts, under M. Jacquet’s superintendence,! 
paid three visits. The wax composition here used for intricate portions, 
called the “ Mastic de Moideur,” consists of the materials used in this 
country — white virgin wax and resin, with an admixture of plaster, but 
the two former in equal parts* 

It is astonishing how many are the outlets, in Paris, for a superfluity 
of artistic talent of a certain order. Occupations very puerile in them- 
selves, influence, nevertheless, the studies and destination of youths with 
an artistic turn of mind, by the certainty of employment they offer. The 
following is one specimen of the demands supplied by such a class as 
the “ Modeleurs en cire,’’ taken from an advertisement : — “ Bustes pour 
coiffeurs, figures, eufans Jesus avec bras et mains mouvans, saints et 
saintes, bustes pour poupees, flcurs et fruits montees, corbeilles, vases, 
assiettes, 8tc.” The application of decoration to the exteriors of houses 
is also much greater than in London, — ironwork in railings, &c. seldom 
appearing, even in the poorer streets, except in a beautiful form. Among 
the employments which engage the talents of the working class, sen 
out from the Schools of Design, there is one to which London as yet 
offers no parallel, either in the quantity or quality of the works achieved, 
or in the number of establishments in which the occupation is pursue • 
I allude to the fabrication of bronzes. One of the most interesting « slt * 
afforded me in Paris was that to the bronze foundry of MM. Eck w 
Durand, in the Rue de Crois Bornes. Many notes here made respecting 
the casts, from nature, of lizards, birds, &c., as being desirable for 
School of Design, it would be trifling to transcribe, because 1 n ° 
find that they had been previously secured for the school by 
Director’s selection. At this place I hnd the good fortune to witn 
the preparations for two gigantic statues. One of them w-as recej 
taken from the mould ; in the other case, the “ core ” was being * or ' 
The processes were kindly pointed out by M. Durand. In ® n . 
portion of the building the operations of the after-work of c a - 

* An experienced Italian inform* me, that it is better to increase 
resin. W here the wax is plentiful enough to yield, the form is sometiun , ^ 
casting, but the predominance of the ream makes it so brittle as rather to rve d. 
yield, and thus, when taken out, the original modelling is found correctly p 
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annealing, &c., were conducted. Then it was that the superior attain- 
ments of the employes attracted my notice, as before mentioned, 
the true artistic value of the original designs being thoroughly appre- 
ciated, and followed out in the most difficult cases, by the conductors of 
the working process. The color of the bronzes throughout the French 
capital is as varied as the peculiar tastes to which it is presumed to be 
necessary to appeal ; and in many instances, it must be confessed, this 
taste must be rather of a peculiar description. In looking, however, to 
the grand results of the bronze foundries, — and particularly in that 
of MM. Eck and Durand, they offer to notice a most remarkable 
achievement in the color communicated to the material. This remark 
holds good also with reference to another repository of bronzerie which 
I inspected in the Rue Richelieu. A power is possessed by the French 
Fabricate des Bronzes, of restoring the fire-color after the chiseling 
operations , and, thus have obtained in many cases the lustrous, deep 
golden, brown of the old Florentine bronzes. I am informed that 
such establishments as those in question willingly remunerate, at a 
high price, the most distinguished artists for original designs; while 
their “artificers,” as previously indicated, are selected from nurseries 
or real art. Since my return I have been shown some fine specimens 
of bronze-working, with good color, in the studio of an English 
artist. The latter quality, however, in no way reached the generality 
otthe French productions ; and in regard to the finishing processes, he 
confessed there was considerable difficulty, in London, of obtaining the 
requisite amount of workmanlike skill united with artistic information. 

hen we consider that iu a small bronze model the slightest elevation 
sometimes indicates the appropriate prominence of bone, or swell of 
Muscle, it is at once evident that in the union of a laborious process 
the necessity for such delicacy of operation and perception, a 
care ul education of the mind should precede the employment of the 



hi the atelier of MM. Liennard and Emile, — one of the most celebrated 
ln ™ ns ’ \ witnessed an example of the sort of training which either 
accompanies the studies at the Schools of Design, or immediately suc- 
em 1 them. Here were young men and lads of various ages, some 
diff °i * n inci l” ent c ff ( > r t 8 » others executing with facility the most 
PlcM 1 7° r ^ s * Here all kinds of design were commenced and com- 
B V r( J m the earliest sketch to the most finished working model. 
Port U CS> t l 1Cre Were men carv * n S the more elaborate and exquisite 
plan° nS f °/ ma h°gsny work, &c. Models of candelabra, constructed 
a nd 3 1 ? °nta, chimney pieces, gypsum matrices for iron gratings, 
akn ? Cr , n £ 8 in great variety, were in active process. M. Emde 
for l deigns f or the panels ordere' ~ “ ~ 



designs for the panels ordered by Mr. Wilson, and one 
the f * )18t °^ ^ an( ^ e °f great beauty. At Liennard’s were modelled 
belie ^ llr ° s anc * °mamental portions of a triangular cabinet, which I 
these L at | ractc(l 8 Teat attention at the Exposition. Having seen some of 
i n e fo m ° . ■ 1 repaired to the cabinet maker’s, towitnesB their execution 
Au_ ln which skill and finish of the best order were mnni fpat 



everything in this cabinet maker’s enormous establishment, with 
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the exception of this specimen, and a chaste, lonely oratory, in early 
gothic, was of the Louis Quatorze period ; an indication of the prevailing 

It would be tedious to you, my Lords and Gentlemen, were I to 
detain vou by remarks on a host of public works and buildings, the 
examination of which was carefully entered into, with a view to directing 
the attention of travelling pupils to objects of useful research, or 
increasing my own knowledge of the peculiarities of French skill, or the 
developments of ancient art. So little that is new could be comma- 
nicated about some of these, that it may be sufficient to enumerate the 
other principal points to which I directed careful enquiry. These were 
the various collections of the Louvre ; the churches of St Denys , St. 
Roch St. Sulpice, Notre Dame, Notre Dame de Lorette, the Madeleine, 
the Musee d'Ai tiller ie, the Luxembourg, the Jardin des Plantes, with 
its accompanying museums of Natural History and Comparative 
Anatomy, the Bourse , with its imitations of Relievo by Abel de Pujoi., 
the Hotel de Cluny. and various depots of particular manufactures, such 
as the “ Emaux de Rubelles,” silks of rare design, carpels, felted 
tavisserie, damasks, the Beauvais ware, a large collection of Carton 
pierre, &c. &c. To these I was led, not by a traveller s curiosity, but 
by the desire of extracting information likely to further the objects 
proposed in my visit to Paris, or at the request of the Director. 

The Louvre contains within, and on its walls, not only its celebrated 
collection of fine art, but also a mass of decorations, and other works 
worthv the special attention of the ornatista. There is a pair ot 
gates, in one of its galleries, of admirable design and workmanslup. 
The new gallery called that of the “ Renaissance,” is likewise full of 
interesting matter. As this is less likely to be known, I may specify, as 
prominent objects of note, the ornamental sculptures on the two 
chimney pieces, — the brass bas-reliefs at the base of the bronze statues, - 
the draperies on the busts of the kings, (ns specimens of working in 
marble),— the unfinished statue, by Michael Angelo,— and lastly, two 
of the most admirable examples of architectural design, the Tombs 0 / 
Philip and of Ferdinand. Respecting these tombs I communicated 
with Mr. Wilson, suggesting the value of duplicate casts, at least 0 
portions, if they could be obtained. The models in the gallery are, 
however, the only ones extant, having been made expressly on the order 

of the Government. f 

The Tomb of Philip, erected in 1555, by Charles V., consists ot 
broad base, on which stand groups of figures that, at the four ang^ 
support a sarcophagus. On this latter, crowning a composition 
admirable repose, rest the images of Philip and his Queen, m «i'g ) 
varied attitudes, expressive at once of dignity and resignation. Arou 
the sides of the sarcophagus passes a chain of ornament, com P? 
chiefly of the order of the Golden Fleece, suspended at intervals ^ 
lions’ mouths. Along the base, which is square and massive, there 
perfect and rich embossing of ornamental sculpture, united with ar 
tectural forms, which embrace compositions of figures, ssoine j s 
round, others in varied relievo. The tomb of Ferdinand and Isa ie 
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inferior, but still beautiful, A grand defect in this gallery, at present, 
is the want of a catalogue. 

One of the public places promising least to the enquirer after artistic 
design would have appeared to be the Musee d'Artillerie. Yet to the 
armour gallery of this museum would I direct the attention of the 
student. Independently of its valuable range of illustrations of the 
ancient steel panoplies, there are to be found, — on the surface of these 
beautiful relics, — designs, the mechanical graving of which is not more 
exquisite than the play of line and well-contrived intricacies of the 
ornaments. Some of the latter, if not already published, would form 
the subject of valuable sketches, as a prolific source of suggestion for 
further combinations, and in some instances as specimens of the inlaying 
of metals in the middle ages. 

The ancient gateways of Notre Dame and St. Denys , and the gates of 
La Madeleine, are worthy the most careful attention ; the Hotel de 
Cluny and the manufactures of Beauvais ware are also objects of 
valuable research to the student of ornamental design. 

Having thus made the Council cognizant of the principal facts which 
engaged my attention during my sojourn in Paris, I will close my Report 
^ith such reflections as arise from the impression there conveyed. 

Though everywhere in Paris, — in the signs of trade, in the adornment 
of the cafes, and interior of the shops and theatres, in the public foun- 
tains, in the iron-work of the doors and shop windows, — there is mani- 
fested a yearning after beauty of decoration, it is not to be contravened 
that, in spite of all the arrangements for educating the eye, much meets 
the critical view not only without satisfying the love of real beauty, but 
^ith a downright offence to good taste and common sense. The prin- 
cipal cause of the latter impression is to be found in the mal-adaptation 
o the ornament, or more frequently in the employment of conflicting 
styles” along the same superfices. In illustration, I have already 
instanced the designs for time-pieces, but the offence which results from 
conflicting styles of ornament is generally displayed in the department of 
decorative painting. However beautiful the general effect, — however 
consistent particular parts may be with the portions near them, there 
appears often a want of harmony in the “tout ensemble,” and a frequent 
Jorgetfulness of the pleasure to be derived from seeing the ornament made 
^ adorn, but not altogether to conceal , the main forms of construction. 

e very employment of the mirror , — the prolific, and gorgeous, source 
o magnificence in Parisian saloons — is adopted not unfrequently in 
p aces where solidity should be manifest, the general requirement of 
^acious rooms being a sense of security in the first place, and of 
^nament thereafter. Nevertheless, wherever the genius of the inventor 
8 ^ n courageous enough to search for himself some untrodden 
con^ ’ ** * n w eaving flowers and other natural objects into 
the- ln ?^ on8 his own, without reference to any particular “style,” 
an( [ e r . ea % artistic feeling of the people makes itself manifest, 
a ll lu l Tneets it8 flue reward in general praise. As an example, I may 
*ell.L t0 W * 1IC * 1 var * 0U8 descriptions and specimens have now made 
nown here — the Beauvais ware. In this, the genius of an artist 
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of high standing in his profession — Z iegler, the painter of the altar- 
piece at the Madeleine — has worked out the most admirable and 
suitable combinations of form adapted to articles of varied description • 
thus giving to an otherwise inferior manufacture a commercial value 
recognised throughout Europe, and deservedly conferring on himself as 
much yearly remuneration as the choicest productions of his easel would 
have enabled him to procure. In such application of high artistic skill 
and design to purposes of mechanical ingenuity and general use, one 
cannot but recognise a most beneficent employment of the gifts of 
nature, which thus become the means of placing before the humblest 
of the community those forms of beauty and grace the love of which 
is latent in every breast. Thus it was that our own excellent Flaxman 
labored for the Potteries, and thus also, it is to be hoped, the 
genius of Great Britain may again exert itself to spread the sources 
of enlightenment, while aiding the cause of manufactures. For it 
cannot "be concealed, that the grand support of many manufactures, in 
both countries, will henceforward be based on superiority of design. 
The arts of design, among the French, much and long as they have 
been cultivated, are still ever in a state of progress ; not only is 
technical excellence on the increase from year to year, but, what is 
still more important, the defects of taste are continually rectified 
by the opening of new exhibitions to the public, and the consequent 
creation of a higher standard of general criticism on artistic productions. 
Hence, as is manifest to the stranger in Paris, the artists there, of all 
classes, have an advantage over us in the fact that their labors are 
addressed to masses of persons, all more o* less imbued with a wish to 
understand art, and all, indeed, by the policy and munificence of the 
Government, furnished with ample and ever-ready means of general 
inquiry or deep research. In scarcely a single instance do the museums 
of higher art fail to exhibit a large admixture of such specimens of 
architectural and other “ ornament” as furnish the most valuable les- 
sons. Hence, perhaps, it results that when a prudent artist experiences 
a want of encouragement for w orks of more exalted aim, his early per- 
ceptions have been so awakened to the study of Ornament that he is 
enabled to throw into the pursuit of the latter the talent which could 
not force its way in the other branches. In the French capital, doubt- 
less from similar causes, great is the reciprocity of respect between 
artists of various grades , — the line between the “workman” and the 
“ artist ” is not so jealously defined ; and thus the Ornatista, conscious 
that the principle of beauty which should pervade hiB productions wu 
not be overlooked or undervalued, works with a self-appreciation tha 
elevates his views without damaging their utility. , 

That the Schools of Design now existing in England and Scotlam 
may produce similar results is not only to be eagerly hoped, but to 
reasonably anticipated. Some persons would appear to expect that we ca^ 
overleap the ordinary processes of time, and that, the wish expresse ^ 
race of working artists must spring forth at once. Germany and * raI ^ e 
show us the contrary, but they also have enabled us to discover 
shortest road to the attainment of certain high qualities. In the a 
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country Schools of Design have existed for the greater part of a century, 
following upon the labors of a race of artists of many climes and most 
varied skill, who have necessarily left behind them much of that know- 
ledge which in schools of art is known to be transmitted by tradition . 
Thus the names of Jean Goujon, Poussin, Le Sueur, and others, illus- 
trated the genius of France at a time when England was entirely 
dependent on foreign skill. By Benvenuto Cellini and other great artists 
from beyond the Alps, Parisian knowledge has likewise been amply 
replenished, and their valuable lessons doubtless were handed down, 
with care, — the troubles of the State having seldom put a stop to the 
development of its fine arts. 

What, then, are the hints to be derived from the system pursued in 
the development of art in the French metropolis ? They appear to be 
suggested, most peculiarly, from these sources : — 

The earnest studies after Nature in the ateliers ; 

The system of competition , and the consecutive patronage of the 
higher prizeholders ; 

The extensive range of acquirements contemplated in the schemes 
of education in Schools of Design; and, finally. 

The exquisite care and finish of the modelling , as preliminary to 
the operation of casting. 

With an earnest hope that the Report which I thus humbly present 
to your consideration, may merit approval, 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

HENRY JAMES TOWNSEND. 



November 2nd , 1844. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 1.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , December 10 th, 1844. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



present: — 

In the Chair , 

Henry Bellenden Ker, Esq., Vice-Chairman. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.RS. 

Lefevre, John George SnAW, Esq., F.R.S. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 5th 
of November, were confirmed, after the following omissions were 
made, as directed ; namely, the omission of the names of the two 
students whom the Director, in his Monthly Report, recommended 
the Council to dismiss: and the omission of the statement that 
two Members of the Council did not vote on the question of adopt- 
ing the Report of the Special Committee on the office of Inspector 
of Provincial Schools. 
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II. — The following official communication was read from the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, stating the 
considerations which have induced my Lords to decline assenting 
to the Resolution adopted by the Council at the last Meeting^ 
relative to a change in the office of Inspector of Provincial Schools. 



Office of Committee of Pr ivy Council for Trade , Whitehall , 
19/A November , 1844. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
for Trade to state to you, for the information of the Council of the 
School of Design, that my Lords have had under their consideration 
the Minutes of a Meeting of the Council on the 5th instant, from which 
it appears that the Council have adopted the recommendations contained 
in the Report of a Special Committee of the Council, namely — 

“ That it is not expedient to continue the office of Inspector of 
Provincial Schools as a separate appointment, but that the duties, 
hitherto performed by this Officer, may, in future, be discharged by 
the Director.” 



My Lords, fully appreciating the services of the Council, and the 
zeal and perseverance with Nvdiich they have carried into effect the 
objects confided to them, reluctantly find themselves, for the first time, 
unable to acquiesce in the resolutions of the Council, and under the 
necessity of declining to assent to the proposed changes in the office 
and duties of Director and Inspector. 

Their Lordships direct me to remark, in the first place, that they 
cannot but object to the introduction of so important a change in the 
management of the School of Design at the present period of the year, 
when, owing to the unavoidable absence of a large portion of the 
Council, it is deprived of the advice of many very valuable Members, 
whose absence at this season cannot be regarded, as it might at another 
bine, as indicating their intention of expressing no opinion on the subject 
m discussion, or, of acquiescing in the proceedings of their colleagues. 

My Lords fully admit the importance of providing for an efficient 
mspection of the Provincial Schools ; but they do not think it has been 
proved to be necessary for this purpose that such inspection should be 
performed exclusively by the Director, nor that the question has as yet 
been fully elucidated, whether the Director can, whatever his activity 
j zeal, undertake this additional duty without prejudice to the (as my 
^ords conceive) increasing demands of his principal functions in the 
Central School. 

My Lords conceive that a thorough knowledge of the principles of 
inamental Art, and a correct and refined taste in the application of 
10Se principles, are qualities far more important to secure the end in 
lew than the most detailed knowledge of the affairs of the Provincial 
‘ c nools, or of the circumstantial facts relating to them ; and my Lords 
^ re °j opinion that where, as in the present case, an Inspector can be 
0Un d ^possessing the former qualities in an unusual degree, and who is 
0 nkely to be deficient in the latter qualities, inasmuch as he himself, 
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whilst Director, was employed by the Council in founding, or establishing, 
the existing Provincial Schools, and further, in his present capacity of 
Member of the Council, can without difficulty acquaint himself with 
their views and proceedings respecting those Schools, has access to the 
correspondence relating to them, and is necessarily aware of the course 
of circumstances connected with the Central School — the duties required 
to be performed by the Inspector may be fully and satisfactorily executed. 

I am further to state, that my Lords, having regard to the compara- 
tively recent period at which the separation of the office of Director 
from that of Inspector was determined on, and to the fact that, owing to 
various circumstances not likely to recur, only one inspection of the 
Provincial Schools by the Inspector has actually taken place under the 
present arrangement, my Lords arrive at the conclusion that the. plan 
as settled in May 1843, has not yet had a sufficient trial to justify its 
abandonment. 

It also occurs strongly to my Lords, upon perusing the repons given 
in the Report, that they are directed against the principle of the 
original decision of the Council to appoint an Inspector, rather than 
warranted by the results which that decision has produced ; and that 
the adoption of the conclusion of the Committee, founded as it is upon 
those reasons, after so short a term of experience, is scarcely compatible 
with justice, either to the Council itself, or to a gentleman who has 
acquired high distinction in the particular line of art under the cog- 
nizance of the Council, and who will be deprived of emolument, and 
possibly injured in reputation by the abolition of his office. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN G. SHAW LEFEVRE. 

Walter Ruding Dev er ell. Esq. 

$c. $c. 

The points of the foregoing communication were considered and 
discussed; and Mr. Gardiner moved — 

“That further consideration of the letter from the Board of 
Trade, dated the 19th of November, be postponed to the first 
Meeting of the Council which shall take place after the Meeting o 
Parliament in the ensuing year, when a fuller attendance of Members 
of the Council may be anticipated.” 

On which Mr. Ker moved as an amendment — 

“ That the letter from the Lords of the Committee of *Prn y 
Council for Trade, dated the 19th of November, be printed in 1L 
Minutes of the present Meeting, and circulated therewith: tha 
the Inspector do proceed to visit all the Provincial Schools in tie 
ensuing month of Januarv, and that instructions to this effect e 
given to him accordingly.” 

The motion and amendment were then severally put to tb e 
vote, and the amendment was resolved upon by a majority* as 
follows 
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For Mr. Gardiner's Motion. For Mr. Ker's Amendment . 

Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Cockerell, 

£ lbson > Mr. Dyce, 

Mr. Poynter. Mr. Hamilton, 

Mr. Lefevre, 

nr * . Mr. Ker. 

1H* 11 w ‘* s ordered that printed copies of the duties of the 

Inspector of Provincial Schools be sent to each of the local Com- 
mittees of Management. 



!V* The question of sending the Director to superintend the 
opening of the new School in Glasgow was discussed, with refer- 
ence to Article 2 of the Inspector’s Duties ; and, it was resolved, 
that Mr. W ilson be instructed to proceed to Glasgow in January 
next, to superintend the opening of that School. 



^ . The Director read his Report for November, as follows : — 

Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spitalfields, 
during November, 1844. 



O “**> 


Somerset 

House. 


Spital- 

fields. 


Total Number of Students on tlie Books, that is, the) 
number entered during the Month 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


307 


56 


236 


Morning School:— 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day . 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 

Evening School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Evening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Mouth . 


79 

62 

73 

181 

114 

162 


54 

41 

48 

• • 
t • 


21 

17 

19 

176 

140 

160 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : — 








Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 

CU £ lemontar y an(l Outline Drawing .... 

lass 4. Shading from the Flat 

ass 3. Shading from Casts 

ass 2. Elementary Coloring .... 

^ L Practice of Ornamental Design . . . 


147 

19 

3 

16 

27 




195 

20 

12 

2 

8 


stes/or Drawing the F i gitre, with regard to Ornamental 
Design. 

c/ 188 o’ K]e,nc «t*ry «... 

Clas! i * ■P r . aw * n ? die RouikL, and Study of Drapery 

• Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Hound 


24 

15 


• e 

• • 


• • 


rri Classes for Modelling. 

Sfcl Elementary ....... 

s L Modelling f rom Casts, Arum Nature, and) 
Original Designs 


20 


•• 


3 



9G 



In November 1843 the number of students was greater than at any 
previous time, and in November 1844 the number, including appli- 
cants waiting for admission, exhibits an increase, and the total amount 
of Fees received is the largest ever taken in one month, namely £38. 2s. 
I have struck off the books the names of all irregular attenders in the 
Evening School, to make room for the new applicants. 

I have ordered a frame for the stained glass lately procured from 
Munich, which order I request the Council to sanction. 

I submit for purchase, from Mr. Gruner, a magnificent drawing of 
the ceiling of the Capella Sistina, colored upon the spot. This 
drawing is a work of great labor, and the price only Eighteen Guineas. 

Mrs. M‘Ian has given in a classified Report of the pupils at present 
in the Female School ; containing the name, the proposed employment, 
and the length of time of the attendance, of each. 

The following is an abstract, as to employment : 

19 Pattern Designers. 

12 Designing for Wood Engraving. 

6 Lithography. 

10 Porcelain Painting. 

3 Governesses. 

2 Designing and Teaching. 

3 Drawing and Design. 

1 Designing Ornaments for Children’s Books. 

Total . 56 

The consideration of the statements which I have prepared relative 
to arrangements for the Prize Drawings may perhaps be conveniently 
referred to a Committee ; also a proposition to which I have to request 
attention, respecting the expediency of commissioning Mr. Gruner o 
prepare a collection of drawings from Churches in Italy. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Dit ector . 

The foiegoing Report was generally approved. The order 
given by the Director for the framing of a large example 0 
stained glass, was sanctioned; also the purchase of a color 
drawing of the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, price £18. 
and the following directions were given for disposing of the o 
matters mentioned in the Report : — 

4 . That the subject of arrangements for preparing Prize produc t\on 
for the next Annual Exhibition be referred to the consideration 
Special Committee, to consist of the following Members, and o 
on Monday, the 16th of December, at Three o’clock. 
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Members of the Special 

Mr. Blore, 

Mr. Cockerell, 
Mr. Dyce, 

Mr. Etty, 

Mr. Gardiner, 
Mr. Gibson, 



Prizes, for the Year 1845. 

Mr. Hamilton, 

Mr. Ker, 

Mr. Lefevre, 

Mr. Pellatt, 

Mr. Poynter, 

Sir R. Westmacott 



Committee on 



2. That the consideration of the Director’s proposition, to obtain 
of Mr. Gruner copies of paintings &c. in Italian Churches, be 
referred to the Instruction Committee ; which is to be summoned to 
meet on Monday, the 16th of December, after the meeting of the 
Prize Committee. 



.VI- The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com* 
mittee, held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, were 
read, and the payments therein recommended were approved, and 
ordered to be made accordingly. 



Tuesday , December 1 Oth, 1844. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 
Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 



The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
w it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 

Payment. 



The usual Monthly payments of 

Salaries 



Mr. Wilson, for December 

£ yce, ditto 

- Herbert, ditto 

Revered, ditto 

Lipsham, ditto 

fownsend, ditto 

^ Haimnersley, ditto 

lurdoch, for November, December, and last 

Week of September 

Mr* iuS rart \. ditto ditto 

Mi^Ian, for December 

in o^l te I h0U8e » thirteen Weeks, from 1st October 

MoniKi 2 ^ December 

y Advance for Wages and Petty Cash . , . 



£ s. </. 

33 6 8 
8 6 8 
16 13 4 
16 13 4 
6 5 0 
12 10 0 
4 3 4 

9 7 8 
9 7 8 
12 10 0 

13 13 0 
25 0 0 

O 
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Christmas Gratuities to. Servants, Postmen, and 
Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, for October, November, 

and December, at £60 per annum . . • • • 

Payment for one quarter, to 25th December, to the Ex- 
hibitioners lft n 
Mr. Lingford too 

— Findon 10 0 



£ t. <1. 
7 12 0 

15 0 0 



22 10 0 



Provincial Masters, for November and December. 

Glasgow . . Mr. M‘Manus 

Coventry . • Mr. Evans 

Birmingham . Mr. Dobson 

Ditto ... Mr. Kyd 

Sheffield . . Mr. Spratt 

Nottingham . Mr. Thompson 

Manchester . Mr. Wallis 

York ... Mr. Patterson 

Newcastle. . Mr. Scott . . • • • • * 

Mr. Bmcciani, for Casts for Glasgow School 

Ditto, for Repairing Casts 

Ditto, for Boxes and Packing 

Ditto, for Wharfage and Insurance • • • • 

Messrs. Ilering and Remington, for Books of Orna 
ment for Glasgow School ••••••« 

Ditto, for Head School and Branch Schools . . . 

Mr. Chinnery, for Freightage and Agency . 

Messrs. Hensman and Co., for Coals 

Mr. Shuffrey, for a Table for Female School £1 15 6 

— Wallis, for Varnish 0 ® 

— Moren, for Glazing Frames . • . . 0 18 0 



Messrs. Clowes, for Printing . 

Mr. Roberson, for Drawing Materials 

— Broad, for Oil and Candles 

— Gruner, for Colored Plates • . • 

— Dobson, Birmingham, for Four Figures on Papier 

Mach6, and the material 

— Slack, for articles of Ironwork, &c 

— Dodson, for Plates of Canova’s Works, 2 vols. . . 



25 0 0 
16 13 4 
18 6 8 

11 13 4 
25 0 0 
16 13 4 
20 0 0 
16 13 4 
18 6 8 
81 7 O', 

1 3 6/ 

12 0 0 / 
3 7 2/ 

99 6 6 ^ 
42 4 0 * 
58 1 3/ 
3 0 0 / 



3 9 2 v' 

26 12 6/ 

20 11 UK 

6 2 9 / / 

21 0 0 / 



10 14 
6 19 
1 18 0 
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The Gas accounts for September and October were not found to ^ 
satisfactory. Mr. Deverell read the correspondence on the subject, 
the Committee referred these accounts to the consideration ot 
Council ; also the question of requiring Stamp Receipts for the pap 
of salaries. 

Mr. Lefevre reported that application from the Board of Trade 
the Lords of the Treasury had been repeated for the payment o 
remaining moiety of the Grant of £10,000. 
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The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
"'ere found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book,' Bank 
Book, Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance : — 



1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
; and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


£ 8. d. 


£ s. d. 


fa 

0* 

ft. 


£ s. d . 


} 726 18 5 


141 16 8 
minus. 


1,688 8 10 


2,273 10 7 


► 

► 

1 

- 38 2 0 






38 2 0 


7 65 0 5 
266 9 8 


141 16 8 
minus. 

• • 


1,688 8 10 


2,311 12 7 

| 


.. 

.. 


126 14 7 


162* 10 0 


> 555 14 3 


[ 498 10 9 


268 11 3 
minus. 


1.525 18 10 


1,755 18 4 



10th December, 1844. 



Balance latst Audit, on 1 
5th November 

Dr. 

To Fees received 
November : — 

Male School — 



Cr. 

% Payments made 
On a/c of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 

Balance in the 1 
this day .. 



Adjourned. 



(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Chairman . 



With respect to the two points in the foregoing Minutes, referred 
0 the consideration of the Council, it was ordered — 

That, the Gas accounts for September and October, be sent to the 
a *C° m P an y for further explanation ; and — 

^alarie *** ^ ture ’ Stam P be required for all payments of 

en V rr The followin g Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspond- 
(L Committee, on the 26th of November, were read. 



g 2 
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Tuesday , November 26th, 1844. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Three o clock. 



present : — 



Thomas Field Gibson, Esq., in the Chair ; 
Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 
Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

The following Resolution, from Minute IX. of the last Meeting of 
the Council, on the 5th of November, was read : — 



That, in order to ensure an efficient attendance at the Meetings 
of this Committee, which in future, are to be summoned monthly, 
with especial regard to the business of the Provincial Schools, the 
number of members be increased by the following additions, and that 
two be a quorum for the transaction of business. 



1. Ashburton, Lord 

2. *Cockerell, C. R., Esq., R.A. 

3. *Colbome, Lord, ex officio . 

4. *Dyce, W., Fsq., A.R.A. 

5. *Etty, W., Esq., R.A. 

6. *Gardiner, J. R., Esq. 

7. *Gibson, T. F., Esq. 

8. Hamilton W. R., Esq., ex officio . 

9. Hawes, B., Esq., M.P. 



10. Hope, H.T., Esq., M.P. 

11. Ker, H.B., Esq., «*#*>• 

12. Knight, H. G., Esq., M.P* 

13. Lefevre, J. G. S., Esq-> 

F.R.S. 

14. *Pellatt, A., Esq. 

15. Poynter, A., Esq,, 

16. * Westmacott, Sir R., R 

17. Wyse, T., Esq., M.P. 



The Director read the following 

Report upon Proceedings during the Month of November , with resped 
to the Branch Schools . 

Glasgow . — It is expected that this School will be commenced 
immediately. I have selected, and directed to be sent, a collection o 
suitable books of ornament, to the amount of £120, as authorised, 
casts amounting to £100 : some of these books are already sent; 
have seen the casts which have been prepared, and they are ready 
be sent by sea immediately. , ^ 

I have corresponded with the local Committee upon the subjec 
fitting up the School rooms ; and they are proceeding actively 
providing the requisite furniture. 

• Those marked * are new Members, now appointed. 
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it is unnecessary to report with respect to each of the other Schools 
separately. Specimens of French papers, which lately arrived, have 
been divided between the Head School and the Branch Schools in 
Spitalfields, Coventry, York, Manchester, and Birmingham ; and some 
have been reserved for Glasgow. Specimens of waistcoat patterns 
have been divided between Spitalfields and Manchester; specimens of 
lace curtains have been divided between the Female School and 
Nottingham ; some specimens of earthenware have been sent to 
Newcastle ; and a large lithograph print of ornament has been sent to 
Newcastle, Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchester. 

The Assistant-Masters in Somerset House visit the Spitalfields 
School regularly twice a week, and I visit it myself every fortnight. I 
have recommended that the age at which pupils are admitted in that 
School should be altered from nine to twelve. A young artist recom- 
mended by Mr. Eastlake, is now studying in the Head School at his 
own expense, and I am in hopes of being able to recommend him as 
Head Master at Spitalfields. 

Supply of Casts. 

This very important subject has already been brought under the 
notice of the Council, and it is known to the majority of the Members 
vj at a Ver ^ scant y supply h as been sent to the Schools; and those 
Members who have visited the Schools have from time to time noticed 
the poor appearance which the Schools make in respect of casts. I 
have procured an estimate for the formation of about 100 moulds 
from casts in the Head School, and the Caster usually emploved will 
provide that number of casts to each School at an expense of £40. 

I beg also to bring under the notice of the Committee the propriety 
oi sending casts to the Schools from the fine moulds presented by 

* . Thomson, of Clitheroe. It is not necessary to send these to all, as 
pitalfields, Manchester, and Glasgow are supplied. The cost will be 

^12. 1U. Qd. for the set. 

I submit copies of my letters with reference to the Provincial Schools. 

• e81aes t those on mere routine business, there will be found letters of 
instruction to the Masters, and of explanation to other parties connected 
Wh the Schools. 

^ e ^ rs I have to submit, with reference to the affairs of 

J 6 School, are not numerous nor important. I have written to 

essrs. Holland and Son, on the subject of their giving £50 in 
P e nuums, as instructed by the Council. 

adly 6 ^ omm ^ te . e then proceeded to consider the expediency of granting 
J. a l 10na ^ supplies of casts to the Branch Schools; and as a memo- 
of p Um anl °unts already appropriated to each School for supplies 
x amples, Mr. Deverell presented the following Abstract. 
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Abstract of the Total Expenditure on Account of the Fund of £10,000, 
to the 26th of November, 1844. 



Manchester : — 

Furniture 

Casts 

Books 

Examples of Manufactures 
York : — 

Furniture \ 

Casts 

Books • 

Examples of Manufactures 
Nottingham 

Furniture 

Casts 

Books 

Examples of Manufactures 
Coventry : — 

Furniture . . . . • 

Casts 

Books 

Examples of Manufactures 
Sheffield : — 

Furniture . . . • • 

Casts 

Books 

Examples of Manufactures 
Birmingham : — 

Furniture 

Casts 

Books 

Examples of Manufactures 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

Furniture 

Casts ••••.. 

Books 

Glasgow : — 

Examples of Manufactures 
Huddersjield : — 

Supply of Casts of Ornament 
Arabesques of Raphael from the Vatican 
Casts from Paris, purchased by Mr. Dyce 
Casts purchased in England, and on the Con- 
tinent, by Mr. Wilson . 

Freightage of Casts and Examples, and other 
Expenses thereon • 

Examples of Ornamental Manufactures, Sec, 
purchased on the Continent, and in London 
Expenses of Director’s Visit to Paris . . £50 

Excuses of Superintendent of Female) 
School to Paris and Staffordshire • } 

Furniture for School-rooms, Somerset House 
2,500 Copies of the Drawing Book . . • 

Payments to Exhibitioners, as Teachers, with 
reference to Provincial Schools 

Total 



PAID. 



Total 
Amount 
af Grant 





£ s. d. 




114 14 6 




50 18 0 




110 16 5 




18 1 11 




273 0 0 




114 14 0 




75 4 8 




1 15 6 




73 15 9 




22 6 0 




50 1 10 




80 14 3 




48 13 0 




57 2 0 




1 15 6 




168 4 7 




74 2 0 




65 15 0 




14 5 4 




135 5 1 




40 2 6 




96 1 11 




23 3 6 




14" 3 6 




71 6 6 



2 5 6 
33 8 6 



£ d. 



294 10 10 



Balance 
remaining due 
Oct. 25th. 1844. 



464 14 2 500 



146 3 7 



168 4 9 



32*2 6 1 1 



294 13 0 



85 10 0 
2 5 6 

33 8 6 
510 0 0 
376 1 9 

266 3 1 

164 10 4 
1,561 17 9 

80 0 0 

75 6 3 
250 0 0 

144 16 6 



£ 

150 



£5,260 12 I 



150 



300 



500 

150 



100 



500 



£ *. d. 

35 5 6 



35 5 10 



153 16 5 



111 15 3 



177 13 1 
14 4 11 



100 0 



497 14 6 



1,12415 6 
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On reference to the remaining balances stated in the foregoing 
document, the Committee resolved to recommend to the Council the 
adoption of the following proposition respecting Casts, which, pursuant 
to notice, is to be brought before the next Meeting of the Council ; and 
that the casts specified in this proposition be increased by the addition 
of about twenty feet of casts from the frize of the Parthenon in the 
British Museum. 

“ That, as the Provincial Schools are inadequately supplied with 
Casts of Ornament, the Director be authorised to send to each School, 
casts from the moulds presented by Mr. Thomson, of Clitheroe; and 
to cause new moulds to be made from casts in the Head School. 
That from these moulds casts be made and sent to every Brancli 
School ; the amount being estimated at £40 to each.’* 

In connection with the subject of Examples, the Assistant- Secretary 
mentioned that it had been suggested to him by several of the principal 
Members of the local Committees, that the loan of an ample collection 
of valuable examples of ornamental art and manufactures, would be 
very serviceable in promoting the objects of the Provincial Schools ; 
and that, instead of dividing among so many establishments the various 
examples purchased by the Council, giving to each a number quite 
insufficient to attract the favorable attention of visitors, and to excite 
the interest of manufacturers — it would conduce much more efficiently 
and directly to the improvement of taste to display in each School 
successively, for a limited time, such an assemblage of beautiful 
examples of art as would constitute an exhibition which the public, 
and especially the subscribers to the funds of the School, might be 
advantageously invited to inspect; the inability on the part of the 
Committees to increase the utility of the Schools, by rendering them 
more attractive, being a source of general regret and discouragement. 

The Committee having discussed the expediency of acting upon this 
suggestion, resolved that it be recommended to the Council that a 
selection from the articles purchased in Paris, and from other suitable 
examples of ornamental art in the possession of the Council, be formed 
Hito a collection, to be sent successively to each of the Provincial 
Schools for exhibition, during a limited period. That the local 
Committees be held responsible for the safe custody and preservation of 
SUc h articles, and that they be accompanied by a printed descriptive 
catalogue ; proper cases and materials for packing Deing provided by 
Council. 

Mr. Deverell reported that Mr. Henry Day, Honorary Secretary of 
• f ^ an chester Mechanics’ Institution, had presented a letter of 
introduction from Mr. G. R. Porter, of the Board of Trade, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the possibility of borrowing from the School at 
onuerset House, some specimens of ornamental art, to enhance the 
nerestof an extensive Polytechnic Exhibition of productions of Art 
n d Science, to be opened to the public in the rooms of the Manchester 
the Ut *° n ^ ur * n £ Christmas vacation : the parties concerned in 
( j e e . man &gement of that establishment being highly respectable, and 
slrous to co-operate with the Manchester School of Design. 
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The Committee having considered this question, resolved to recom- 
mend to the Council that, in reference to the preceding Minute, a 
collection of examples be entrusted to the Committee of the Man- 
Chester School of Design, with permission to lend them to the Mechanics 
Institution for the Exhibition there. 

The applications for the establishment of a School of Design in the 
Staffordshire Potteries, were considered ; and Mr. Deverell reported, and 
partly read, the correspondence on the subject, stating that the two 
Members of Parliament for Stoke-upon-Trent, Mr. Alderman Copeland 
and Mr. Ricardo, had called and conversed fully upon the circumstances 
of the proposition, and that those gentlemen had been furnished with 
all the requisite information relative to the conditions on which the 
Branch Schools are established. . f 

The Committee referred this matter to the further consideration ol 
the Council. 

Mr. Deverell reported the receipt of thirty-seven letters in the 
Secretary's office, chiefly from the Provincial Schools, during the current 
month ; stating when, and from whom received, and the subject of the 
contents of each ; and presented, and, partly read, copies of all the letters 
which he had written m reply, or otherwise. 

The foregoing Minutes were approved and confirmed; and it 
was resolved that the several propositions recommended by the 
Committee be adopted and carried into effect accordingly. 

With regard to the application from the Staffordshire Potteries 
for the establishment of a Branch School in that district, Mr 
Deverell reported that Mr. Ricardo, M.P. for Stoke-upon- I rent, 
had again called and conversed upon the subject, and had suggested 
the desirableness of addressing officially to his colleague, Alderman 
Copeland, M.P., and to himself, such enquiries as would enable 
those gentlemen, in reply, to furnish the Council with the requisite 
information respecting the peculiar wants of the manufactures, t e 
circumstances of the population and locality, the relative situation 
of the towns of the district, and the particular branch ol t e 
manufacture to which each is principally devoted. 

The Council accordingly ordered such letters of enquiry to be 
written. 

VIII. — The usual Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools 
were presented. The following is an abstract of their contents. 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial. Schools of Design, for the Month of November, 1844. 
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IX. Sir Richard Westmacott not being present, the motion 

announced by that gentleman, respecting the completion of the 
Drawing Book, was brought forward by the Chairman, and it was 
resolved 0 that the subject be referred to the Instruction Committee 
for immediate consideration. 

Mr. Deverell reported that he had recently communicated with 
Mr. Charles Knight, relative to a former conference on the proposed 
plan for completing the work, and had received a reply, dated the 
10th instant, which was read. 

It was then resolved, that Mr. Ker and Mr. Deverell do see Mr. 
Knight on the subject, and that the result of such conference be 
communicated to the Instruction Committee at the Meeting to be 
summoned on Monday, the 16tli ot December. 

X. Pursuant to notice given at the last Meeting, the following 

Resolutions were moved by the Chairman, and were passed : 



1 “That, in accordance with a letter dated November 1st, from 
the Spitalfields Committee, Mr. John Brown, Exhibitioner, be 
appointed Assistant-Master at the Spitalfields School, at a salary ot 
iJ60 per annum ; and that each of the three Assistant-Masters in the 
Head School be required to visit the Spitalfields School in ro a o > 
at least twice a week, at a remuneration not exceeding seven shuli „ 

^“VhatV Adam Edward Findon, Exhibitioner, be appointed 
Assistant-Master at the Manchester School, at a s^ary of ^70 F 
annum from the Council; on condition that the Manchester Com 
mittee add thereto £30 per annum, as in the case of the Assista 
Master, Mr. Kyd, at the Birmingham School. 

Letters of instruction, addressed by the Director to Mr. Brown 
and Mr Findon, relative to their duties, were read, and appr 
by the Council. 

XI.— A letter, dated the 10th instant, was presented from Mr- 
H Durrant, late Master at the Sheffield School, containing s _ 
ments relative to his conduct and circumstances, and reque B 
the Council to assist him in procuring employment. 

In compliance with this request, the Council ins ' rlict ^ |ly 
Director to afford Mr. Durrant any assistance which might casu 
be available for the promotion of his welfare. 

A letter, dated the 10th instant, was presented from Mr.J 
Wornell, respecting his employment by His lvoya o 
Prince Albert. 
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XII. — It was ordered that 500 additional copies of Mr. 
Townsend s Report be printed, and that they be distributed in the 
Schools. 

XIII. — Mr. Deverell stated that it was customary to hold the 
Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Council in January on the 
second Tuesday of that month, in consequence of the Christmas 
vacation ; and that this arrangement had been observed in January 
of the present year, and in January of 1843. It was therefore 
agreed that the next Ordinary Meeting of the Council be on the 
second Tuesday in January 1845. 

Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , January 14/A, 1845. 

(Signed) APSLEY PELLATT, 

Chairman . 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 8.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , January 14 //*, 1845. 



The Council met this clay at Three o’clock. 



present : 

In the Chair , 

Apsley Pellatt, Esq. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Lefevre, JonN George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 
Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 10tB 
of December were confirmed, with the following altera ton 
first sentence of the Director’s Report for November. 

“ In November 1843 the number of students was greater than* 
any previous time, and in November 1844 the number, „ 
applicants waiting for admission, exhibits a further increase. 
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II. — The Director read his Report for December, as follows : — 

Attendance in the Schools of Design, at Somerset House and 
Spitalfields, for the Month of December, 1844. 



Somerset 

House. 


Spital- 
1 fields. 


Male. 


Female 


Male. 


} 297 


53 


213 


80 


51 


20 


44 


38 


14 


70 


46 


17 


186 




163 


129 




130 


150 


• • 


160 


171 




177 


26 




23 


4 




10 


18 




4 


15 




6 


7 






42 


. , 


# , 


2 


•• 


•• 






2 


1 17 


•• 
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number entered during the Month .... 

Morning School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day . 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 

Evening School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Ev 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : — 

Class** for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 

Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing .... 
Class 4. Shading from the Flat 

Class 3. Shading from Casts 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring . 

Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design 



Design . 

Class 3. Elementary 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of Drapery 
Class 1 . Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Hound 

Classes for Modelling. 

Class 2. Elementary ........ 



Original Desigus 



„iAf, L form f r Meeting I suggested to the Council that a present 
rnd be made to the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, of a set of casts 
om the moulds presented by Mr. Thomson, of Clitheroe. I would 
g to suggest that these be now forwarded to Paris, and be delivered 
were free of expense. 

toth' e p er ^'° nl ^ r ' kw on the subject of a further supply of Examples 
mitt 6 , rov)ncial Schools, was submitted to the Correspondence Com- 
whi eh u Wee , k ' 1 was ref l uested to write t0 Mr - Ker in explanation, 
mil to theCb u 01 il ’ and 1 * iaVe received a letter in re P 1 y> which I sub- 

whiehT Sln< ; e rcceived a second letter on this subject from Mr. Her, 
1 now beg to lay before the Council, 
mongst the instructions given by the Council, at last Midsummer, 
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for improving the rooms of the Head School, a proper ventilation was 
proposed. The Officers of the Office of Woods took this entirely into 
their own hands, but unfortunately the plan adopted is far from being 
sufficient, and some improvement must be made. 

Six cases of casts have arrived from Paris, and have been delivered 
free of expense ; they contain casts of the celebrated door of the bap- 
tistery at Florence, by Lorenzo Ghiberti, and although no official com- 
munication has been received, I infer that they are a present to the 
Council. 

The following Works and Specimens of Art have been sent for 
inspection : — 

1. A copy of the costly work entitled “ Vitraux de la Cathedrale 

de Bourges,” price £22. * 

I would propose that a copy of this work be divided between the 
Schools at York, Newcastle, and Birmingham. 

2. A fine set of Drawings from the Frescoes, by Raphael and his 

Pupils, in the Famesina Palace in Rome, price £50. 

3. Two fine Bas-reliefs, by Polidoro da Caravaggi, price thirty- 

five guineas. (Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

]f] # — Mr. Wilson was authorised to send to the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts in Paris, casts from the moulds presented by Mr. 
Thomson, of Clitheroe, to be delivered there free of expense. 

IV. — A letter was read from Bellenden Ker, Esq., to the 
Director, recommending that he should report to the Council 
on the course of study in the School, and on any alterations, or 
additions, which may be necessary ; and Mr. Wilson undertook o 
report accordingly, at the next Meeting of the Council. 

V— It was ordered that, in future, only half the amount of the 
Monthly Fees shall be demanded in January and August, in con- 
sequence of the vacations included in those months. 

VI. The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 

Committee, held this day, previous to the meeting of the Counci i , 
were read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered 
be made accordingly. 
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Tuesday , January 14/7/, 1845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 

Apsley Pella tt, Esq’., in the Chair; 

Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

The several matters referred to the Finance Committee at the last 
Meeting of the Correspondence Committee, were brought under con- 
sideration, and it was resolved — 

1. That it be recommended to the Council to pay the accounts of 
the Gas Company for November and December— namely, £12. 4$. 
and £11. 4s. : and that the Company be informed, that the Council 
have great doubts as to the apparent excess of the consumption in 
October ; and also as to the leakage in September ; and that the 
Council not being satisfied with the proposed allowance of discount, 
desire to refer the subject to the Gas Company for further con- 
sideration. 

2. That the Committee are not prepared to recommend to the 
Council any increase, at present, of the salary of Mr. Wallis, as 
applied for. 

3. That the Committee recommend the Council to pay Mr. Brown 
for his services at Spitalfields School, in September, £2. 10$. in addi- 
tion to the payment already made to him. 

4. That further consideration of the bills received from the Com- 
mittee at Newcastle, relative to furniture and re-fittings in that 
School, be deferred to the next Meeting. 

5. That it be recommended to the Council to present to Mr. 
Baucutt, the Office Keeper, a Christmas gratuity to the amount of 
£5, in consideration of extra attendance in the Ilall on account of 
the School. 

The following Accounts and Charges were then examined and ap- 
proved, and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 

The usual Monthly payments of 
Salaries. 

Mr. Wilson, for January 

— Dyce, ditto 

— Herbert, ditto 

— Deverell, ditto 

— Lipsham, ditto 

— Townsend, ditto 

Hammersley, ditto 

— Murdoch, ditto 

,7 Stewart, ditto 

w^-M'Ian, ditto 

OMhly Advance for Wages and petty Cash Payments 
r * J °hn Bro W n, Spitalfields, for January .... 

Ditto, ditto, September . . 



£ s. </. 

33 C 8 
8 G 8 
1G 13 4 
16 13 4 
G 5 0 
12 10 0 
4 3 4 
4 3 4 

4 3 4 
12 10 0 
25 0 0 

5 0 0 
2 10 0 
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Provincial Masters, for January : — 

Glasgow . . Mr. M‘Manus 

Coventry . . Mr. Evans 

Birmingham . Mr. Dobson 

Ditto . . .Mr. Kyd 

Sheffield . . Mr. Spratt, 

Nottingham . Mr. Thompson 

Manchester . Mr. Wallis 

York . . . Mr. Patterson 

Newcastle . Mr. Scott obi 

Mr. Hammersley, ) Attendance at Spitalfields School, 

— Murdoch, \ November and December, at 

— Stewart, ) £3. 3s. per month .... 

Gas Company, for supply for November and December 

Mr. Gruner, for Drawings and Plates 

Messrs. Hensman, for Coals . . . . • • • • 

H. M. Stationery Office, for Supplies for the School l 

and Offices, One Quarter . . . • . ' 

Mr. Dyce, Travelling Expenses to Provincial Schools 

Mr. Findon, ditto to Manchester 

Christmas Gratuity to Mr. Baucutt, Office Keeper 



£ ». d. 
12 10 0 
8 6 8 
9 3 4 
5 16 8 
12 10 0 
8 6 8 
10 0 0 
8 6 8 
9 3 4 



6 6 0 * 
28 8 
21 15 0^ 
6 0 0 > 

28 0 4 / 

15 0 0 

2 0 0 
5 0 0 



The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank 
Book, Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance: — 



14th January, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Anuual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance at last Audit,) 
on 10th December) 

Dr. 

To Fees received : 
Male School — 
Morning £13 6 0 
Evening .19 4 0 
Female School 4 16 0 


£ s . d. 
498 10 9 

37 6 0 


£ s. d. 

268 11 3 
minus. 


£ ». <1. 
1,525 18 10 


£ *• <>■ 
1,755 18 4 

37 6 0 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 
On a/ c of ditto No. 2 
Ona/cof ditto No. 3 

Balance in the Bank) 
this day • • . J 


535 16 9 
321 0 8 


268 11 3 
267**5 5 


1,525 18 10 
• • 

190* ie 8 


1,793 4 4 
| 779 2 8 


214 16 1 


535 16 8 
minus. 


1,335 2 2 


1,014 1 ? 



(Examined) JOHN G. SHAW LEFEVRE. 



Adjourned. 
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VII. The following Minutes of the Instruction Committee were 
read and confirmed: — 

Monday , December 1 5th, 1844. 

The Instruction Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 



PRESENT : — 

Sir Richard Westmacott, R.A., in the Chair ; 

Cockerell, Charles Robert Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A. R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

I. A clause of Min. IV. of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 
10th of December, was read, referring to this Committee— the question 
of commissioning Mr. Gruner to procure copies of paintings, &c. in 
Italian Churches ; also Min. IX. of the same Meeting, requiring a 
report to be made to this Committee, of a conference with Mr. Charles 
Knight respecting the Drawing Book. 

II. Mr. Wilson stated that 

Mr. Gruner having organised a system in Italy, by means of which 
. obtains the admirable drawings which have been submitted to the 
inspection of the Council ; it is very desirable that an offer from 
Mr. Gruner to supply the Council with the following Examples should 
be favorably considered : — 



Drawings of unpublished Arabesques. 

Drawings of Pavements. 

Drawings of Wooden Ceilings. 

Moulds from Stucchi and Terra-cottas. 

Drawings from Arabesques colored on the spot. 

The object w'ould be to obtain drawings on a larger scale than 
J/ et published or procured, and colored drawings faithfullv exe- 
ar C 0I J the spot. The drawings of richly carved wooden ceilings 
mnr n h i t0 be desired > especially as this kind of decoration is much 
Itil ^ 1 G ^'c° )e P°pular than frescoed ceilings. In every part of 
an/ ma £™“ cent specimens of this plaster work art are to be found, 
< S ^ rom tbe best ^ese might render essential service to 
wl,;/ tlVe art ' Tbe nortb of Ital y >s also rich in terra-cottas, of 
jj casts would be equally serviceable. 

a mod G . runcr is abl . e t0 ob tain a supply of all these objects at 
sum J +v>o C0St ’ an< * wou,d be wry desirable to secure his aid. A 
a--00 might be advantageously expended for this purpose. 

Propositi^' 6 Cot ' ,mi!tc e deliberated upon the expediency of adopting this 
on, and resolved that, with the sanction of the Council, Mr. 
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G inner be authorised to supply the examplesnauiedrhe DjwctM 

statement, to the amount of £100, and t^t the 

and conditions to be observed, be communicated to Mr. Gruner by 

Director. _ . 

IV. The Committee next proceeded to the subject of the rawing 

Book, and 

Mr. Ker not being present, Mr. Deverell reported that pursuant 
to the directions given at the last Meeting of the Council (Min. IX.), 
Mr. Ker and he had conferred with Mr Charles Knjgh 
question of completing the Drawing Book, and that the following 
proposition had been made by Mr. Knight for the consideration of 

^Messrs? Knight & Co. are willing to undertake to dispose of the 
stock of 5000 numbers of the Drawing Book (1000 copies) in e 
possession of the Council, on the following terms:- 

The five Numbers, 1 to 5, to be bound together in stiff japer 
covers, with the title and ornamental design on the outside as hereto 
fore, and to be sold at twelve shillings. 

The cost of binding, about tenpence per volume, to be paid by tne 

C °Acommission of 10 per cent to be paid to Messrs. Knight on the 

amount of the sale effected. . ~ , i \r r> 

With respect to proceeding with further portions of the work, 
Knight stated that he was not prepared to undertake the execubon 
of any plan for completing the work : that it would necessarily w 
volve a large amount of expense, and that it did not appear to 
practicable to form any satisfactory estimate of the outlay that 
be required. 

The Committee having deliberated upon the expediency o areep 
ing the terms offered by Messrs. Knight, it was determined^ 
further enquiries be made, and instructions were given to Mr. Deve 
to enquire accordingly, and to report further upon the subject. 

Adjourned. 

VIII. The following Minutes of the Prize Committee 'U re 

read and confirmed : — 

Monday y December HkA, 1844. ^ 

The Special Committee on Prizes, appointed at the last Meeting ° 
the Council, met this day at Four o’clock. 



PRESENT : 

Sir Richard Westmacott, R.A., in the. Chair ; 
Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R A. 
Dvce, William. Esq., A.R.A. 

Gardiner. James Robert, Esq. 
Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R* 
Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 
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The Resolution recorded under Min. IV. of the last Meeting of the 
Council appointing this Committee, was read. 

The following Conditions and arrangements were considered and 



1. Every student who has been in the School above three months is 
required to execute a specimen of his progress in the class to which he 



2. A student may compete for more than one prize, and mayexe- 
Session COmpetiti ° n Draw ing or Painting at any period of the 

3. Competitors for the Prizes in Section 1, must be practically ac- 
quainted with the manufactures for which the designs are proposed, 
and with the conditions required to be observed in designing for such 
manufactures ; and each design for Silks and Carpets must be accom- 
panied by portions of the design put upon ruled paper. 

4. Competitors for the prizes offered for Original Designs in Section 
must belong to the Class for the practice of Ornamental Design. 

• A student who has obtained a prize for Drawings or Paintings in 

Printing Cann0t agab reCeive a prize f ° r the Same kind of Drawin g or 

Maielid Wljsch^t 0119 * 2 ° P<?n ‘° com I ,etition in the 

Coined] 16 re<pds * te g roun( ^ s f° r Fresco Paintings will be provided by the 
8* The Council rpQ#»rvA« TknttMi. — 1 j: _ r 



Prizes offered by the Council for 1845. To be awarded at 



agreed upon : — 



Conditions to be observed. 



belongs. 




Action l — Original Desians. 



Midsummer. 




£ M. d. 

8 8 0 



8 8 0 
5 5 0 
8 8 0 



Pnr fi r uesi 8 n Ior a ^nmtz pattern . . . 

best design for a Glass Chandelier . 



8 8 0 
5 5 0 
5 5 0 



H 2 
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Section 2. — Original Designs. 

1. »For the best Arabesque Painting in oil . . • 

2. For the best Fresco Painting 

3. For the best painting in Fresco-Secco 

4. For the best Encaustic Painting • • • • • 

5. For the best design for a Painted Glass Vase, the 

design to be executed in oil colors .... 

6. For the best design for a China \ ase. . • ■ 

7. For the best design of Arabesque decoration for 

the Council Room of the University of London, 
Somerset House; the drawing to be the size 
of Antiquarian paper •••/••• 

8. For the best design for a Lace Curtain 

Section 3. — Prizes for Class Drawings. 

1. For the best Drawing of Ornament in Outline . 

2. For the second best ditto • 

3. For the best Shaded Drawing from the Flat . . 

4. For the second best ditto . . • ... 

5. For the best Shaded Drawing from the Round . 

6. For the second best ditto • 

7. For the best Grisaille Painting of Ornament, in oil 

8. For the second best ditto 

9. For the best painting of Flowers, from Nature, in 

tempera 

10. For the second best ditto . . • • 

11. For the best copy of an Arabesque, in tempera . 

12. For the second best ditto . . ... 

13. For the best copy of an Arabesque, in oil. . . 

14. For the second best ditto . . • • • 

1 5. For the best Drawing in Chalk of the Figure 

16. For the second best ditto . . . • . . • 

17. For the best Grisaille Painting of the Figure, in oil 

18. For the second best ditto 



£ 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 



10 

5 



1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 



Modelling Class. 

For the best Copy from a Cast .••••• 

For the second best ditto . 

For the best specimen of Modelling from a Plant • 

For the second best ditto • • 

For an original design of a Console, enriched with 
ornament ; the model to be not less than 1 6 in. by 

• • • • 

For an original design for a Vase, richly ornamented 



s . d. 

5 0 
5 0 
5 0 
5 0 

5 0 

5 0 



10 0 
5 0 



10 0 
0 0 
0 0 
10 0 
10 o 

15 0 
0 0 
10 0 

0 0 
10 o 
0 o 
10 o 
0 0 
10 o 
10 o 
0 o 
i 0 o 
! 10 0 



2 10 0 
1 10 0 
3 3 0 
2 2 0 



5 5 0 

8 8 0 
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female school. 

List of Prizes , for Class Drawings . 

For the best composition of Flowers, painted from 

Nature 

For the second best ditto 

For the best Chalk Drawing of Ornament from the 

Round 

For the second best ditto 

For the best Chalk Drawing of Ornament from the 

Flat 

For the second best Chalk Drawing of Ornament from 

the Flat ; 

For the best Drawing in Outline from Flowers . 

For the second best ditto 

For the best Drawing in Chalk of a Head from the 

Round 

For the second best ditto 

Adjourned. 



£ s. d. 

3 3 0 

2 2 0 

2 10 0 

2 0 0 

2 2 0 

1 1 0 

1 10 0 

1 1 0 

3 3 0 

2 2 0 



The following Minutes of the Correspondence Committee 
were read and confirmed : — 



Tuesday , January 1th, 1845. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 



present : — 



William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 
Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

!• The Director read the following Report : — 

According to the instructions of the Council, portions of the 
pecimens of French Art and Manufacture have been carefully packed 
a despatched to Manchester, where they have arrived in safety, and 
we now exhibited. * 

Ri3n 6 a J? icl f s are 10 7 in number, including specimens of Plate, 
Cast ! n ? 8 ’ Porcela >ne, Earthenware, Glass, Carpets, Silks, 
, , lnen Dama sks. I despatched a correct list and a 

Drlnr?-.° f th , e artlcles > an<1 from my MS. a catalogue has been 
Pnnted in Manchester and circulated. 

chest 6 rec l uested the Secretary of the School of Design at Man- 
a i ei l’ ^ specify particularly the state of the articles as received 
equal') i 4 - • are des P a tched to the next School on the list in 

sentK condition . and t have requested him to insure them, if 
D y sea to Glasgow. 

‘he Sw al9 ° re( l u ested the Secretary, and I propose applying to all 

sible to mT eS r n< > Masters > to send such a re port, as it may be pos- 
make, of the opinions of manufacturers as to the value, fabric. 
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and beauty of the articles, as this appears to be the best mode of 
obtaining evidence upon these objects. It will also enable the Council 
to form a fair estimate of the attention which the Masters in the 
Provincial Schools have really given to the subject, and whether they 
have informed themselves with regard to the manufactures of the towns 

in which they are placed. . , , T ... 

Drawings have been forwarded from Birmingham, Newcastle, 
Coventry, Nottingham, and York. 

Those from Birmingham and Newcastle are creditable, but 1 have 
thought it necessary to write at considerable length to the Masters id 
these 1 Schools, on various subjects connected with their management 
of the Schools under their charge. Finding also that Mr. ocott, at 
Newcastle, writes all the letters upon financial and other matter) 
connected with the School there ; and that this occasions some incor- 
rectness and confusion, I have required him to confine himself in future 
to his own department. I wish to say at the same time, that 
Mr. Scott has exerted himself with much zeal and discretion in the 
performance of duties which ought to be performed by the Secretaries 
and Treasurer, but which they have almost entirely neglected. 

Two drawings only have been sent from Nottingham ; and 
have written to request the reason that more have not been sent. 

The drawings from Coventry are not of a satisfactory character. 

The drawings from York are evidence on the part of the Master 
of a zealous performance of his duties, of an effort on his part to 
exhibit results of a practical character, and of an appretiation of t e 
objects of the Institution, which is highly creditable to Mr.Pattenon. 
The drawings of the Figure seem to indicate that, in this dimcu 
branch of instruction, there is a want of knowledge upon the part o| 
the Master, for which, however, it would be unfair to blame him. 
have drawn his attention to the subject, and have advised him to give 
it his earnest attention. 

II. — The Director brought under the notice of the Committee vanou. 
letters which he had received and written since the last meeting ot 
Committee, and read the following, which the Committee approve • 

A letter to Mr. Brucciani, stating the terms on which certain c 
are to be supplied to the Provincial Schools. 

Mr. Brucciani's reply, agreeing to the terms required 
A letter to Mr. John Brown, recently appointed Assistant-x 

a! C* _ m i tn i/if i amq QQ RlS (lUtl 



in the Spitalfields School, conveying instructions as to his duties 
A similar letter to Mr. Adam Findon, Assistant-Master 
Manchester School. 



ancnester ocnooi. f lotive to 

A letter to the Secretary of the Manchester Committee, re ^ 
the packing and transmission of examples to be lent to the Fx n 
at the Manchester Mechanics’ Institution. , , 

A letter to Mr. M‘Manus, Master of the Glasgow oc 
lating to his proceedings and duties. u vgq,, 

A letter, dated the 3rd January, 1845, from Bellenden ^ 



A. letter, elated tne orci January, irom ut.i c f pl&tt& 

offering remarks upon the need of further supplies of books 0 r 
o •°.i_ r or . _i_. ^ i_* i_ ik/r- instruct 



uucung icmuiAO me utcu . . 

&c., in the Branch Schools ; to which Mr. Wilson was ins 
write certain explanations in reply. 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of December, 1844. 
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III. — The Committee examined the Monthly Reports from the Pro- 
vincial Schools for December. The following is an abstract of their 
contents : — 
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IV.— Mr. Deverell presented, and in part read, forty-one letters which 
he had received since the last meeting of the Committee, chiefly on matters 
of routine business relative to the eight Provincial Schools. 

The following are the more important : 

Letters from J. Ricardo, Esq., and Alderman Copeland, Members 
of Parliament for Stoke-upon-Trent, respecting the establishment of 
a School of Design in the Staffordshire Potteries. 

A letter from Glasford Bell, Esq., Glasgow, submitting numerous 
questions relative to the Glasgow School, to which Mr. Deverell was 
directed to reply. 

Letters from Mr. Noldwritt and Mr. Chinnery, respecting the 
receipt of six large cases of casts from Palis. 

The following were referred to the Finance Committee : 

Letters from the Gas Company, respecting extra and unusual 

charges for supply. „ . _ 

From the Committee of the Manchester School, respecting an 

increase in the salary of Mr. Wallis. 

From Mr. Findon, applying for allowance of his travelling ex- 
penses to Manchester. . 

From the Secretary of the Spitalfields School, respecting the 
time of Mr. Brown’s appointment. 

From the Master of the Newcastle School, respecting an appli- 
cation for the grant of £100 for refurnishing that School. 

Mr. Deverell read copies of numerous letters which he had written 
in reply, and otherwise, since the last meeting of the Committee, and 
the same were approved. 

X. — The subject of preparing the next Annual Report to Par- 
liament was deferred to the next Meeting, 

XI. — Mr. Deverell reported that, pursuant to instructions given 
to him at the last Meeting of the Instruction Committee, he 
had conferred with Messrs. Chapman and Hall on the subject o 
disposing of the surplus stock of the Drawing Book, and that those 
gentlemen had promised to communicate thereon to the Counci . 

XII— Mr. Pellatt gave notice that, at the next Meeting, he should 
move that £12 be granted to Messrs. Stewart and Murdoch, 0 
enable them to receive instruction in a Life Academy. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , February 4th , 1845. 

(Signed) HENRY BELLENDEN KER, 

Pice- Chairman- 



(Confirmed, Minutes .) 



{Confidential. — No. 9.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , February 4<A, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



PRESENT : — 

0 

In the Chair , 



Henry Bellenden Ker, Esq., Vice-Chairman ; 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. .* 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R S. 

Pellatt Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

« Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 14th 

0 January, were confirmed. 



^ — 'The Monthly Report of the Director, for January, was 
lea( t, as follows : — 
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Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spitalfields, 
for the Month of January, 1845. 



Somerset 


Spital- 


House. 


fields. 


Male. 


Female 


Male. 


310 


63 


189 


85 


60 


17 


43 


29 


11 


71 


47 


14 


192 


• • 


154 


119 


• • 


130 


147 


# # 


146 


199 




159 


18 




17 


12 




13 


15 




4 


10 


• • 


6 


44 




•• 


• • 




2 


1 14 


•• 


4 



Total Number of Students on the Books that 1 Morn. 2211 
is, the number entered during the Month . j Even. 89 J 

Morning School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day . 
Smallest Number ditto ./ 

Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 

Evening School:— 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Evening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto • 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month . 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows 

Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 

Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing 
Class 4. Shading from the Flat • . • 

Class 3. Shading from Casts . • • • 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring . . . 

Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design . 

Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to Ornamental 
Design . 

Class 3. Elementary . . . • • * * * * 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of Drap 

Class 1. Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Round 



Classes for Modelling . 

Class 2. Elementary .... 
Class 1. Modelling from Casts, 
Original Designs • 



from Nature, and 



The Head School continues lull oi students , wun - 

admission Which we cannot unfortunately attend to from want of too • 
It is necessary that a Master should be appointed the S pitaln 
School. I beg to recommend for this situation Mr. Walsh ; he » 
artist of ability. He was first recommended to my notice by • 
Eastlake, and since the commencement of the present Session, ne 
been occupied in the Head School, painting and drawing omam d 
I recommend him as a good artist; a person of excellent educatio 
attainments ; and from his talent and intelligence, I feel certain th 
will fit himself more and more for his position as Master ot tne 

fie i d think°that the salary of the Head Master of the Spitalfields Sch ool 
is in reality too low in amount ; and I beg to call the atten 
Council to the subject of the salaries of the Masters. . _ in 

As the Secretary’s Clerk proposes to resign his present situaw 
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order to accept another, I beg to call the attention of the Council to 
the fact that, in the routine of office duty, no assistance is provided for 
me ; whilst business is regularly upon the increase. I trust that the 
Council may take this into consideration in resolving upon any appoint- 
ment or arrangement for the future. 

As the cast3 from the door of the Baptistry at Florence might have 
been injured if not put up at once, J caused them to be put together in 
the only situation in which it was possible to erect them, which being 
immediately behind the statues, a curtain was absolutely necessary to 
form a background for the statues, and at the same time to protect the 
casts. Two thin boards should be put up at each side of the curtain, 
to which its edge may be fastened : these I propose putting up when the 
fixing of the casts is entirely completed, and 1 request the sanction of 
the Council to this arrangement. 

Mrs. M‘Ian is desirous of having one of the copies of the Arabesques 
of the Vatican placed in the Female School, to serve as an example 
for her pupils. I beg to recommend her application to the favourable 
consideration of the Council. 

The following students are making no progress ; and I request that 
they may be dismissed in terms of the rules. 

G. R. Gould, J. James, 

E. Howe, G. Mitchell. 

A magnificent cast in iron, bronzed, of a pannel of the door of St. 
Vincent de Paul, designed by M. Hittorf, arrived from Paris yesterday; 
also a specimen of modelling, by M. Lianard; and some specimens of 
Carton Pierre. 



Lending Library. 

The Office of Woods has recently improved the Book Room by 
fitting up the shelves with glazed sashes, and by putting up a gas light. 

All students who apply to have books are admitted to the Library, 
excepting a few whose conduct or progress is not satisfactory. The 
number usually averages about seventy. 

As the Library, with very slight exception, has received no additions 
(luring the last twelve months, 1 have latelv, with the assistance of Mr. 
Deverell, selected books to the amount of £ 14 18s. 6 d., the purchase of 
which I recommend the Council to confirm, with reference to a 
Minute of October 3, 1843, which sanctions an advance to me, to the 
amount of £10, for the occasional purchase of desirable books, between 
the meetings of the Council. I also recommend for purchase, 

Cours de Dessin Lindaire . . . . £l 16 0 
And Traitd des Arts Cdramiques . . 0 12 0 

Mrs. MTan is desirous that canvas should be furnished to such of 
her pupils as may compete in Arabesque painting. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 
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The foregoing Report was approved, and the following resolu- 
tions were passed, respecting the propositions therein: 

] . That the order given by the Director for putting up the casts of 
the doors by Ghiberti, in the Figure Room, be sanctioned ; the 
Council deeming it desirable to obtain, in future, a previous estimate 
of the expense of similar work : and that, for the further protection of 
these casts, a frame of board on each side, and a hand-rail in front, 
he provided. 

2. That a glazed frame be procured for a model, by M. Lianard. 

3. That one of the Arabesque pilasters, by Raphael, be entrusted 
to Mrs. MTan, for the female students to copy ; and that canvas for 
the purpose be provided at the expense of the Council. 

4. That the purchase of the books selected by Mr. Wilson and 
Mr. Deverell, for the Lending Library, amounting to £14. 18s. 6d., 
be sanctioned : also, the purchase of Lamotte’s “ Cours de Dessin 
Lindaire,” 12s., and Brongniart’s “ Traite des Poteries,” £l. 16s. 
from Mr. Bailliere. 

5. Instructions were given to Mr. Deverell to report, at the next 
Meeting, on the state and utility of the Lending Library ; and as to 
what further additions of books may be required to render it more 
efficiently serviceable to the students. 

6. That, as recommended by the Director, the attendance of the 
following students be ordered to be discontinued, in reference to 
Rule it. : — 

G. R. Gould, J. James, 

E. How, G. Mitchell. 

7. On the recommendation of the Director, and in reference to a 
requisition from the Spitalfields Committee, of the 3rd instant, the 
appointment of a Head Master of that School was determined upon, 
and notice was accordingly given from the Chair, to propose, at the 
next meeting, that Mr. Walsh be appointed to that office, at a salary 
of £ 100 per annum, to commence from the date of his engagement. 

III. — The Director then read the following Special Report:— 

Somerset House , Feb . 4, 1845. 

Special Report of the Director to the Council , describing the present 
means of instruction in the Head School , and recommending mea- 
sures for alteration , extension , and improvement 

I have endeavoured, in the preparation of the following Report, to 
comply with the suggestions in Mr. Ker’s letter, laid before the Counci 
at the last Meeting ; but I have thought it right, in the first place, to 
describe as accurately as possible the present state of the School, the 
nature of the instruction afforded, and the duties which each of t e 
Teachers performs. t 

My duties as Director are laid down by the Council ; but it has no 
been in my power to perform the whole of them so fully as I desired* 
When 1 was first honored with this charge, taking certain views o 
the manner in which the Schools should be conducted, which I com 
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municated to the Council in my Reports, I determined to give to the 
performance of those duties not merely the time stipulated for by the 
Council, but in reality the whole of my time ; and, till the appointment 
of Mr. Townsend, I believe that my attendance may be said to have 
been nearly ten hours daily. 

In regard to instruction in drawing, with the exception of Mr. 
Herbert, I have had no satisfactory assistance ; this necessarily led to 
more exertion on my part to meet the expectations of the Council, 
and, till lately, I have not only instructed the more advanced students, 
but I may assert that, since I have been Director, hardly a student has 
entered the School who has not received the best part of his elementary 
instruction from me. 

This occupation, which has taken up much of my time, was the 
result of proposed arrangements by myself. 

I found a class of Exhibitioners, and as it was my duty to make the 
most of existing arrangements, l suggested plans for instructing them 
in the duties which they were one day to perform ; these plans failed 
entirely, and subsequently led to a new arrangement ; whilst I was 
equally unfortunate in the selection and recommendation of an Evening 
Master. 

Thus situated in the School, having my office duties to perform with 
little assistance even in the merest routine, and having to attend to 
the repair and re-arrangement of the whole property of the Council 
in the School, I think that satisfactory reasons may be assigned for 
the non-performance of duties which would have been sufficient occu- 
pation of themselves : such as the preparation of drawings for the 
periodical work, of examples for painting and modelling, and of a 
course of lectures on the history and principles of art, &c. 

As the subject of Lecturing is of much importance, I wish to state 
briefly what has been the amount of my efforts to perform this 
duty ; and further on I shall endeavour to state my views with regard 
to it. J h 

l have delivered a few written addresses, and have prepared several 
for the Provincial Schools; and from time to time, when a new 
example, or set of examples, was purchased, I have delivered a short 
lecture upon them. I have also lately established a class for affording 
that amount of instruction in Architectural Drawing which is required 
y our students ; and I give a brief lecture on each of these occasions, 
illustrated by prints and other examples. 

I may here state, in general terms, that it is a leading feature of our 
system of teaching to instruct every individual in the School with a view 
0 his pursuits, present or future, to place appropriate examples before 
^ a ch, to tell him how they should be used and modified in the case of 
le art or manufacture in which he is employed. Practical remarks 
^ made, so far as we are competent to make them ; we endeavour to 
jaise the student’s idea of the importance of his studies in the School, 
p draw his attention to improvements, which may be made in his par- 
j|ular art, and no opportunity has been neglected of making general 
0 servations to those around upon the drawing or design of a student. 
r om the day a student joins the School reasons are assigned to him 
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for every step which he takes in his studies, and every effort is made to 
reconcile him to that course which we believe to be for his benefit ; and 
although this is at first a little discouraging, we almost invariably 
succeed in converting him to our views. , „ . - 

Mr. Herbert is stvled in the Minutes Head Master of the Evening 
School, and he supplied the place of the Director in his absence : this 
might answer when inferior men were employed as Masters ; but even 
then, as Mr. Herbert is required to attend two hours only, if we suppose 
that on these occasions it was his duty to inspect the work ot every 
student in the School, which in my opinion it was, and to teach his own 
class besides, it was clearly impossible for him to do so. Since the 
appointment of Mr. Townsend I have so divided the duties, that each 
of these Masters confines himself to his own particular charge, llie 
following is the course of instruction in Mr. Herbert’s classes : 

Elementary Drawing from Prints. 

Elementary Drawing from the Round. 

Advanced Drawing from the Round. 

Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Round. 

The Study of Drapery from the Lay Figure, for two evenings 
in each fortnight. 

Mr. Herbert also takes charge of the Evening Coloring Class, which 
has been joined as yet by very few pupils. 

Mr. Townsend’s classes are thus divided : — Elementary and Outline 
Drawing of Ornament; Chalk Drawing of Ornament from the Flat and 
Round ; and I propose to add, Painting in Chiar-’oscuro from the Round. 
He attends also to the Modelling classes, and has generally about one 
hundred and sixty pupils to teach ; he is assisted by one of the junior 
Masters. As students who are commencing require repeated visits 
which Mr. Townsend could not give, having so many to attend to, the 
junior or assistant Master assists him in that duty. . # 

One evening in the week, besides my usual inspection on other 
evenings, I relieve Mr. Townsend entirely of the charge of the Drawing 
classes, so as to enable him to devote his attention exclusively to t e 
Modelling class for that evening. . , 

I now turn to the second portion of my subject ; but I wish in 
first place to lay before the Council a classed table of the Students . 



Designers 10 

Arabesque Painters and Decorators 23 

Silver Chasers 2 

Architects 8 

Modellers 2 

Cabinet Maker 1 

Herald Painter ..... 1 

Draughtsmen ...... 3 

Wood Carvers 5 

Sign Painters 1 

Glass Enameller 1 

No occupation 11 

Surveyor 1 

Plasterer ....... 1 



Morning Class . 



Lithographer • 
Letter Cutter • 
Goldsmith . 

Die Sinker . 

Wood Engraver 
Watchmaker . 
Joiners • . • 

Agricultural Imple 
Builders • 

Printer . . . 

House Painter . 
Engravers • • 

W eaver 

Pattern Designer 



iment ^ 



rlaker 
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Evening Class . 



House Painters 4 

Modellers 13 

Ornamental Carver .... 1 

Ornamental Painters .... 26 

Architects 14 

Silversmith 1 

Writer and Grainer .... 2 

Draughtsmen . • . . , .10 

Silver Chasers 3 

Builders ....... 7 

Clerks . 9 

Engravers 

Designers ....... 8 

Seal Engravers 3 

Turner 

Heraldic Engraver .... 1 

Medal and Die Engravers . . 2 

Historical Line Engraver ... 1 

Wood Engravers 4 

Heraldic Painters 2 

Surveyor ....... 1 

Sign Writers ...... 2 

Stone Carvers ...... 4 

Wood Carvers . . . . . . 17 

Cabinet Makers . . . . . 8 

Enameller . 1 

Historical Engraver .... 1 

Lithographic Draughtsmen . . 2 

ho occupation 4 



Upholsterers ...... 3 

Paper Designers 

Joiners 

Warehousemen 

Clock and Watch Maker ... 1 

Plasterers 4 

Silk Designers 

Smith ........ 1 

Carver and Gilder ..... 1 

Japanners 

Schoolmaster ] 

Embroiderers ...... 2 

Paper Stainer 

Lithographers ...... 2 

China Painter ...... 1 

Jeweller 

Chandelier Designer .... 1 

Glass Painters 

Frame Maker 

Jet Ornament Manufacturer . . 1 

Shoemaker ....... 1 

Stonemason 

Picture Repairer • . . . 1 

Carpenters 4 

Letter Cutter 

Carpet Designer . . • , . 1 

Engineer 

Window Blind Maker ... 1 



The above may again be ranged in three divisions, viz : — 

1. Designers, actually employed as such; these constitute the 
smallest class. 

2. Workmen practically acquainted, of course, with the arts or 
manufactures to which they have served apprenticeship. These 
form the most numerous class. 

3. Students who have no practical acquaintance with any art or 
manufacture, the great majority mere boys. These form rather a 
numerous class ; but must again be divided into two ; of those 
whose occupations are fixed or said to be fixed, and those with reirard 
0 whom this is not yet decided. 

omI* 6 F le,nn 9 School is almost entirely filled with either designers 
draJ'n en J , P OS8e3sin g practical knowledge, attend to study 
"hate S fu- W, 11 is of importance that I should state, that, 
of th 6r • r Pm 1 ® 11 ®' 0118 when they join the School, not one, not even 
draup-l? actua i practice as designers, has been found to be a 
lament” 1 * 1 "’ ° T 10 possess eveQ a moderate amount of knowledge of 

tlioutff ^ Morn * n 9 School a few of the students are practical designers, 

® some of them are in employment as such, others are workmen 
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who make a sacrifice to attend ; but the great majority are destitute of 

Pr Withthe°exS?tion of about a dozen, the students of the Morning 
School may be stated to be inferior in ability and advancement to those 
of the Evening School. Yet it is chiefly by means of the Morning 
Students’ work that the annual Exhibition is made up. 

I have no doubt that if measures are taken for the further improve- 
ment of the School, the Morning classes will at last be filled with a 
more desirable description of pupils ; it never can be with working men 
who have their bread to gain ; and it appears that very few of the class of 
practical designers can come to us. But general attention being now drawn 
to the subject, as there is a demand for designers of superior education 
and taste, and for decorators of a like character, and as an evident opening 
for the employment of numbers is thus created, we may anticipate tha 
the demand will lead to supply ; and I can state with confidence, that 
there is even now proof in the Morning School that a superior class of 
young men are desirous of meriting employment as ornamentists ot 

When th'e' School was first established, it was intended chiefly for the 
benefit of one or two classes of manufactures. It so happens that there 
have been fewer demands upon it on the part of designers for these 
than for other-branches of art and manufacture. I think that au 
classes of artists, manufacturers, and artizans, should be admitted, as is 
at present the case, provided their object is the study of ornamental 
design. Strictly to confine the admissions to a certain class of designers 
would go far to empty the School ; and even at present, notwith- 
standing the large number which attend, I think that, looking over 
the list of students, every one must be struck with the small amount o 
real good, that can be done by the establishment of only one such Sthoo . 

The accommodation for the advanced class for Ornamental Paint 0 
is wholly inadequate ; the collection of examples for this purpose a 
as vet very imperfect; and also the means of instructing the pupils ^ 
higher branches of Ornamental Painting. We have here one sen 

"trriSnf X m m 

entire apartment to itself, is still more inadequtely provided ior , ™ 
has been done for this class by Mr. Townsend, but his exertion 3 are 
rendered comparatively inoperative by the want of room, 
portanee to this class of the modelling of the Figure is eviden 
glance at the deplorable inferiority of most of our modellers 
respect, whose figures in our highest and most ornamenta ^ 
factures are inferior to those of the French plasterer, or maK 
carton-pierre ornaments. It is absolutely necessary that 
make new efforts to advance this branch of art. e have, h 
as yet, no means whatever of giving the necessary instruction. 

In the projects which I venture to entertain for the ln >l ,r ° fi t ; n 
the Schools, I am guided by ajirinciple which 1 hold to e • , t i, e 

importance, and the most nearly allied to that winch 
artists of the middle ages, when Art was in its highest state. 
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Instead of drawing an arbitrary line, which shall separate by a wide 
space : the artist from the decorator or designer for manufactures, my 
object is o raise these latter classes to a much higher level than they 
at present occupy ; beingjpnly convinced, that till this is done, till 
they also are apgts, we cannot expect the improvement which we are 
looking tor. 

ibSf 1".^ °1 the .- dan | 6r ,° f ,° Ur students becoming artists; and 
that if we afford education of a higher character, ability which might be 

lo ”" de F* rt ”'»“ b « templed lo abandon 

I would say in reply, take one step at least towards removing the 
degrading distinction which now subsists between the two classes of 
art; prove that talent may be honorably and advantageously em- 
ployed in those branches which ought to be, as they once were the 
valued assistants of high art, and the present feeling will vanish. 

■ l|‘ ere dld th .® decorator and designer for manufactures, the working 
jewel er and silversmith, and the die sinker get instruction in thf 

Slf 8 ' , In Sc, '? 0ls of ,P es jff"' with mechanics like himself for 
masters ?-not so; in tlm^tudnof the best ajtistsof tEe time : and we 

an ;°rJf ? n y P ? C V lar . d^tinchonwas madi^e tween his education 
“ »}‘ended art.sT; he became practical in the workshop, a 
draughtsman and designer in the studio, and by his ability he finally 

simniThS^I, “v ‘n at SCale ° f employment to which we have nothin^ 

which ^ ^re gone'by * *** ^ ‘ ° CaU f ° r “ much as ^ 

lions ^ dra ' Ving - 18 V he basis 0f a11 ra >' P r °P° sed opera- 
altd of h T “J Tn ? ! hlS "***> tha ‘- if circumstances 
anf] fnr * woultl lock up our brushes and paint - pots • 

and c^harcoaTalcme. *° C0 ” e ^ ^ ° f **“ ^ or ° f chalk 

sentbnmu ° bj !, Ct - n tb - s ? eport is t0 express, as explicitly as I can, my 
rate ^i! f 1 slr °ngly evince my desire' to form accu- 

I am inflin , 6 "’ 1 "' lsh *? ^fd ™y self fr °m the supposition, that 
some Of whom )T my b >’ th< r mere systematizers of the day, 

W sll de T an ?’ as a11 that 13 needful > ‘be drawing of the 
u UU } , of drawing, some another. I have found 

an <l exclusive Si f ?*** ™T S pl “ nS .’ but a11 are 100 narrow 
drawing should th f er do f . P ro P osc that my views upon the subject of 
paid totherr b< ? nf0ITed m evef y case > without any attention being 
Lect • P r ? s P e S ts or circumstances of the student. 
tic al instrm*; 8t 'P ulated for; but without accompanying it by prac- 
Wtactua^wnr!!’ m f- e demonstration on the part 'of the lecturer, 
it i s possill r T d , er “ S dl f eCtionS on the P art of the students, when 
“nr object i ? , , U J lon lectun ng us worse than useless. But, as 

highest exercise 7 H TT*’ an , d a3 . hl designing is implied the 
absolutely ,1 f the well-educated artists powers, I feel that it is 
y necessary that much oral instruction should accompany our 

* Cellini began as a goldsmith, and finished as n sculptor. 
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practical course. I do not, however, expect that we shall create ^many 
\ • ; Viicrlier and leading branches of ornamental art, by 

JJSL rfrfJSS? ,33*5? b S e devised ; but we may give, in 

SLriT™ a cli rf Sen!, who haoe'booa weU totol 

amount of instruction, by paying for the same, are sinking e ore 



The establishment of Branch Drawing Schools, in ^ f £ 

ntmn mip-ht be given, both in Ornament and in the Figure, is a plan 
which appears to me particularly desirable, and worthy of the attentio 
..f the Council The* higher branches would then be taught in this 
School but as it would not precisely answer to shut our doors altoge- 
ther till dlghtsmen are nfade for us, we must do our taj the to 
place to improve this establishment upon its present footing. 

P My views P involve the employment of additional tead^ J 
their constant employment; neither do I propose a 

pqrli class being willing to take upon myself all duties w hit 
perform. ’ I do not make this proposition with the view of W 1 g * 
own time or labor. I propose then the eontinuanceofall the Pre 
classes but with more effective means of teaching, ai 
£ extension of the Modelling Class; the establishment of an 
advanced class for studying the Figure, in connection 
upon the plan proposed by Mr Eastlake; a clasofAr* 
Drawing, with demonstrations and explanations ; a class of Ferepe 
S explanatory lectures, and practice ; An^g Jj. 

trated by prints, casts, and the living model^mvolving a comp 
tical explanation of the views taken by the great mastei r , 
published works, of the best methods of studying the 
exhibiting their methods of drawing it. This lm P^ a "^ anat o,mS 
also embrace a certain amount of instruction m comparative a 
for, besides correct drawing, movement is a most essentia q 1 efl 
representations of figures and animal*}— and tins never ca 6 
without some acquaintance with their structure. . —Jr. 

- , i ..A pmTilnvmcnt. no 1 



atance with their structure. . n —A 

l‘wouid recommend also the employment, not less than J*™ aD ,l 

of an experienced artist, to give lessons in the practice of p ^ 

i__i.i.. ,1 tkio io tlm nr 



of an experienced arusi, to give ie«u..o ... t» ~ ■-* t ablisb. 

lastly and this is the only class of lectures which I propose to of 

5Z. lectures, brief Amm, fa- to »* r *33 °f 
art, calculated to turn the attention of the students to the I >1 f lheir 
classic and restored arts, explaining also the true imp 
studies, and striving to excite their ambition ^ excel. 

I would largely increase our stock of examples of col 
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by importing from Italy copies, on a large scale, of the most import- 
ant decorative works of various periods. I would exhibit favorably 
all that is now stowed away in corners, and so surround the students 
with forms of beauty, the daily sight of which would make the clever 
amongst them designers, almost without other instruction. I would 
abolish annual competitions for prizes, which turn the students from 
progressive advances in their studies to an unsatisfactory display of 
results; and I would substitute triennial exhibitions of the best things 
produced during each interval ; and as an encouragement to deserving 
pupils, I would have half-yearly inspections, on which occasions medals 
01 pecuniary rewards should be given, not for specimens got up in com- 
petition, but for evidence of real progress. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

It was ordered, that the foregoing Report be printed, and that 
it be referred to the consideration of a special Meeting of the 
council, to be summoned for this purpose on Tuesday, the 18th 
instant, at three o’clock. 

Th e following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council were 
read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered to be 
made accordingly : — 



Tuesday, February 4th, 1 845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq , F.R.S., in Ike Chair; 
Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 



Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 



anj'it f ° llowin i5 Accounts and Charges were examined and approved. 
Payment. resolved that the y recommended to the Council for 
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The usual Monthly payments of 



Salaries: — 

Mr. Wilson, for February 
— Dyce, ditto 

— Herbert, ditto 

— Deverell, ditto 

— Townsend, ditto 

— Hammersley, ditto 
— Murdoch, ditto 

— Stewart, ditto 

Mrs. MTan, ditto ,, .... 

Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto 

— Hammersley, 1 Attendance at Spitalfields) 330 
— > School> January . . . ) 



— Murdoch, 

— Stewart, 



£ ». d. 

33 G 8 
8 6 8 
16 13 4 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 
4 3 4 

4 3 4 

4 3 4 
12 10 0 

5 0 0 



120 13 0 



Provincial Masters: — 

Mr. M‘Manus 
Mr. Evans . 
Mr. Dobson 



Glasgow . 
Coventry . 
Birmingham 
Ditto . . 

Sheffield . 
Nottingham 
Manchester 
York . . 

Newcastle 



Mr. Kyd 
Mr. Spratt . 

Mr. Thompson 
Mr. Wallis . 
Mr. Patterson , 
Mr. Scott • « 



12 10 
8 6 

9 3 
5 16 

12 10 
8 6 

10 0 
8 6 
9 3 



0 

8 

4 

8 

0 

8 

0 

8 

4 



Mr. Findon, Manchester, Two Months, January and February 
Monthly advance for Wages and Mtty Cash Payment 
Church and Rector s Rate, Four Quarters, to Christmas lb-w 

Mr. Pickering, for a Work on Architecture 

Mr. Weale, for Architectural Papers 



84 3 
11 13 
25 0 



8 10 0 ”' 



Gas Company, Supply for January 
The accounts of the 1 



1 G 
1 2 
8 18 



°y 

6*' 



... , gL comply for September and Octc 

ber were again considered ; and it was resolved tli^it be 
recommended to the Council to pay £10. 13*. W* 
September, and £22. 4s. for October, ^acting a d«cou t 
of £8 allowed by the Company on account of leakage ^ 
Athenaeum Journal, for Lending Library ... 0 ^ q 

Art Union 16 11 

Builder 



/ 



j 



2 5 



An account from Mr. Chinnery, for freightage, was deferred to the 
next Meeting. _ . nf the 18th of 



A Sr from Francis Clarke, Esq., Birmingham of the 
January, was read ; and Mr. Deverell was ^“^^and it** 
The bills received from Newcastle were re Council of the 

resolved, that the grant of £100 made by M mu Manage®®? 

t\ ii, Ancni«t. 1844. be Daid ; and that the Committee or * d f or 



olved, that the grant of £100 made by miu f Manage®*® 1 

6th of August, 1844, be paid; and that the Corn.mtteeo d {or 

be informed that the Council cannot exceed this amoun b 
furniture and re-fittings. 
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Directions were given to Mr. Deverell to enquire of the proper 
Government officers, and to report upon the subject of auditing the 
accounts of the Council, and upon the payment of the Income Tax on 
the salaries. 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank Book, 
Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance : — 



1. On Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


£ s. d. 


£ 8. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


‘} 214 16 1 


535 16 8 


1,335 2 2 


1,014 1 7 


f) 


minus. 






'} " 


5,0li0 0 0 


•• 


5,000 0 0 


1 1,099 6 9 
r 

: 




1,065 0 0 


2,164 6 9 


35 10 0 


• • 


•• 


35 10 0 


1,349 12 10 


4,464 3 4 


2,400 2 2 


8,213 18 4 


1 205 6 8 




•• 1 




2 


28” 1 0 




342 17 8 


1 


•• 


109 10 Oj 




| 1,144 6 2 


4,436 2 4 


2,290 12 2 


7,871 0 8 



4th February, 1845. 



Dr. 



To Second Moiety of 
Annual Grant 

To Fees receive 
January : — 

Male School — 



Cr. 



% Payments made 



Balance in the Bank] 
this day, Tuesday 
4th February, 1845 j 



Adjourned. 

(Examined) THOMAS F. GIBSON. 

•hef^ Ce m 38 £‘ ven b Y ^ r - Gibson that, at the next Meeting of 
Pin ° Un £ 1 ’ be . should move, that in future two members of the 
nJ r 'c!, C T mittee he a quorum for the transaction of the busi- 
" s ot the Committee. 

Cow? 16 foll »wing Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
m ittee were read and confirmed : — 
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Tuesday , January 28 th, 1845. 
The Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 



PRESENT : 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 
James Robert Gardiner, Esq. 



The Director stated — .. .. , , 

That as a Correspondence Committee and a Council Meetmghad 
already been held in January and as a vacation had mtemnd.h 
had less business than usual to bring under the notice ot 

C °SfS m.,. important Mm which he hai I r^emeJ Jemrta 
Mr Rutter, Paris, of the 18th January; from Mr. Scott, Newcastle, 
of the 2^st January ; from Mr.Dyce, dated 21st ; from Mr. 

Unett Birmingham, dated 22nd January; all which were read. 

A letter from Mr. Wallis, Master at Manchester, with a newspaper, 
co£Sg M adte» delivered by him. which, being much to he 
credit, Mr. Wilson wished particularly to mention. 

Mr. Wilson then reported, and in part read various i other letters 
which he had received and written since the last meeting of the Com 
mittee on the 1th of January; and the same were approved. 

Mr. Deverell read copies of numerous letters which he had vmtten 
during the same period, especially one to the Commissioner ,c Her 

Majesty’s Office of Woods, respecting a Re fp, of ” F 'J ^ nR to 
proceedings; and to Glasford Bell, Esq., of Glasgow, replying 
various queries respecting the Glasgow School ; which were pp 

b> The ktterrweived in the Secretary’s Office sincethe 1th 

neither numerous nor important. One from ^J ^^’the Finance 
ham, applying for payment of a grant, was referred to the n 

Committee. . . 

Mr. Gardiner proposed a form for a Register of Letters received. 

Adjourned. 



VI. — Directions were given to Mr. Deverell to preP a J* ' jj, e 
next Annual Report of the Council to the Board of Trade, 
financial year 1S44-45. 



VII. — A letter was read from Mr. Ltpsham to ' , ,he 
Esq. dated the 26th of January, requesting permission ^ 

Council to resign his situation as Clerk, m order to n , 

® ...1 a timtifin in the 1 ost vrocr, 



Council to resign ms siiuciuon ~ — 0 ft] ce ; a , 
to accept a more advantageous situation in the 
permission to resign was accordingly granted. ^ ^ 

With regard to the question of supplying the p acc >o ^ 
Lipsham, it was resolved, that the consideration o , 
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duties ami remuneration of the office of Clerk, be referred to the 
Finance Committee, and that reference he made to the Director’s 
request for assistance, as expressed in his Report to the present 
Meeting. 

Fill* the motion of Mr. Pellatt, the sum of six guineas 
was granted to each of the two Assistant-Masters, Mr. Murdoch 
and Mr. Stewart, to enable them to study the living model in the 
academy in St. Martin’s Lane. 

IX. — Mr. Dyce, Inspector, presented a report of his last official 
visit to the Provincial Schools, in J anuary, but time not permitting 
a due consideration of its contents at the present Meeting, it was 
ordered that the reading of this Report be deferred to the next 
Monthly Meeting of the Council. 

X. — An official letter, dated the 3rd instant, was read from the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, requesting to be furnished 
with an abstract of the proceedings of the Council during the last 
three years ; and Mr. Deverell was directed to reply. ° 

A- letter, dated the 31st ol January, was read, from Mr. 
lutchie. Secretary of the Glasgow School Committee, enclosing 
the following record of agreement to the Conditions enjoined bv 
the Council. J 



Extract from the Minute of a Meeting of the Glasgotv Government 
school of Design, held on the 30 th of January, 1845. 

After reading the Minutes of the last Meeting, the Secretary read two 
letters from Mr. Deverell, the Secretary of the Government Council at 
somerset House, to him, requiring this Committee to pass a resolution, 
agreeing to the general conditions enjoined by the Council relating to 
me establishment, maintenance, and management of the Provincial 
schools, and also the conditions relative to the appointment and duties 
or local Committees of Management ; and these conditions having been 
maa and considered, it was unanimously resolved, that this Committee 
; »• ' , con<lltion 3 accordingly, and the Secretary was instructed 

ntimate the resolution to Mr. Deverell, for the information of the 



iJUjr 0 " the nation of Mr. Ker, seconded by Mr. Hamilton, 
Shu, . 0r V v ? s Erected to obtain from Mr. Herbert a written 
Da nr lel ' ? 1 le niost e ® c * e, d mode in which he conceives the 
s 6 can be taught in the School with reference to Ornament. 
Adjourned. 



food and Confirmed, March 4 th, 1845. 



(Signed) COLBORXE, 

Chairman . 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 10.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , February 18fA, 1845. 



A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day at 
Three o’clock. 



present : — 

In the Chair , 

Henry Bellenden Ker, Esq., Vice-Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Cholmondeley, The Hon. Hugh, M.P. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., RA. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, E9q. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R S. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pkllatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

% 

I. — The Minute of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 4tl> 
instant, appointing the present Special Meeting, was read. 

II. — A statement from Mr. Herbert, respecting the 
School, was presented by the Director, in reference to Minu 
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of the last Meeting of the Council ; but the consideration of it was 
deferred, in consequence of its being informally addressed to the 
Council : and it was ordered that Mr. Herbert be requested to 
address it to the Director, in conformity with the Minute thereon, 
and that it be brought before the next Meeting of the Council. 

III. — It was resolved, that the Special Report of the Director 
(read at the last Meeting of the Council, and printed copies of which 
had since been circulated) be received ; and that the thanks of the 
Council be given to Mr. Wilson for his care and attention in pre 
paring the same. 

IV. On the motion of Mr. Wyse, it was resolved — 

That the Council having taken into consideration theDirector’s Report, 
and their attention having been particularly directed to the increased 
number of young students in Elementary Drawing, for whom accom- 
modation is not sufficiently provided, and to the consequent aug- 
mentation of expense, and obstruction of the original objects of the 
Institution, is of opinion that, in order to place the School on the 
most efficient footing, and in the position which it was originally 
intended to hold as a High School of Design, the School of Design 
and the Elementary Drawing School be separated. 

That, for this purpose, it appears to the Council to be advisable to 
establish, or encourage the establishment or maintenance of, one or 
more separate Schools, in which Elementary Drawing shall be taught 
on a system to be laid down by the Council, and to be under the 
occasional inspection of the Director. 

V. — It was resolved, that it is expedient to procure the services 
of an artist to teach Painting at least twice a week. 

D y*;' That a course of lectures be given on the History and 
i rmciples of Ornamental Art. 

VII.— That lessons bo given, once a week, in Perspective, by a 
teacher to be engaged for tliis purpose. 

P Tli at a Special Meeting of the Council be summoned on 

liny next, the 21st inst., at three o’clock, to determine upon a 
cimT i° t lC ^ 0ilr ^ r ratio, on the subject of forming separate 

" d ls lnien ts for the Elementary Classes in the Head School. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , March 4th, 1845. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 
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Friday, February 2ls<, 1845. 

A Special Meeting or the Council was held this day, at 
Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair, 

Henry Bellenden Ker, Esq., Vice - Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Tiiomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, W. R.» Esq., F.R.S. 

Milnes, R. M., Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Afsley, Esq. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

I The Minutes of the last Special Meeting of the Council, on 

the 18th instant, were read. 

II -The subject of the Meeting having been explained by the 
Chairman, and generally discussed, the heads of a proposed 

to the Board of Trade were read; and it was resohed 

ii made to tl.e Board of Trade, on the ...Wet of the foorth »J 
passed at the last Meeting, on the motion of Mr Wys \ d: 
such draft Report, when determined on, be printed and tire 
and that the Council be specially summoned to consider it. 

III. — It was ordered, that this Special Committee * 

to meet in Mr. Lefevre's room, at the Board of Trade, o 
nesday, the 26th instant, at three o clock. 

IV. — The Report from Mr. Herbert, presented at the ' ^^ lor; 

ing, was again brought forward, and in part read by th D ^ 
and it was ordered that it be returned ta » Mr. Hert* , , ^ 
letter, stating that, » It appearing that part ol the ti\ , 

to subjects not embraced by the request madetoM. it 
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Mr. Herbert’s attention is called to the letter of Mr. Wilson to him 
on this subject, with a desire that he will amend his Report 
accordingly.” It was also ordered, that Mr. Herbert be requested 
to state how he became informed of the resolution proposed at the 
last Meeting, respecting the extension of his hours of attendance. 

V. — Mr. Deverell was authorised to reprint, with certain 
alterations, the Director’s Special Report to the Council, and 
circulate the same. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed, March 4th, 1845. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



(Confidential.— No. 11.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday y March 4 thy 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

PKE9ENT : 

In the Chairy 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman. 

Blork, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Cholmondeley, The Hon. Hugh, M.P. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert. Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Ker, Henry Bellrnden, Esq. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

I.— The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Cojin®^ 
on the 4th of February, were confirmed, containing an 
edition of the Director’s Special Report. 



Ml 



II. — The Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council, on 
Tuesday, the 18th of February, were confirmed. 

III. — The Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council, on 
Friday, the 21st of February, were confirmed. 

IV. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
Committee, on the 25th of February, were read; but the confirm- 
ation of them was deferred until printed copies of the Director’s 
Report on the Glasgow School, and of the last Report of the 
Inspector on the Provincial Schools, have been circulated. 



Tuesday , February 25/A, 1845. 
The Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 



PRESENT : 



William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in Ike Chair ; 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

I- — The Director reported, and partly read, various letters which he 
had received, and written, since the last meeting of the Committee, on 
the 28th of January, relating chiefly to business of the Provincial 

Schools. 

Ib — The Committee examined several architectural plans received 
from the Nottingham Committee, for the erection of a new building for 
the School of Design in that town ; and the Director read the remarks 
and suggestions which he had communicated to the Nottingham Com- 
mittee upon this subject; also, a letter from Gaily Knight, Esq., M.P. 
for Nottingham, recommending the preparation of a general plan of a 
^^ding for a School of Design ; on which it was suggested 
that Mr. Poynter and Mr. Wilson should confer upon the production of 
such a plan as may be authorised and recommended by the Council. 

“L-Mr. Deverell then reported, and partly read, numerous letters 
jvhtth he had received, and written, during the last month : of which a 
o ter from the Newcastle Committee, dated the 8th of February, was 
rt f erred to the Council ; also, a letter from the Manchester Committee, 
°f w ^ e bruary; and a letter from Her Majesty’s Office 

p ' 00( k> dated the 8th of Februarv, was referred to the Finance 
Committee. 

IV.^The Monthly Reports for January, from the seven Provincial 
a . 8 111 England, were examined. The following is an abstract of 

contents 
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113 



V. — The Director read the following Report of his visit to the 
Glasgow School since the last meeting of the Committee 



February 25, 1845. 

This School has commenced in a very favorable manner. Since Mr. 
M'Manus, the Master, proceeded to Glasgow in November last, he 
has, by the most unremitting exertion and assiduity, succeeded in 
arranging and organising the School in a manner which is highly 
satisfactory; and I have much pleasure in bearing evidence to the 
activity and judgment which he has shown. The Committee of the 
School have also expressed themselves entirely satisfied with his 
services, so far as they have gone. 

The School has been open since January 6th, on which day it opened 
with 250 pupils, since increased to no less than 360, whilst 130 appli- 
cants have been, of necessity, refused admission for want of room. 
A Female . class has also been established, which commenced on the 
10th of this month, with twelve pupils. 

This great influx of pupils was unexpected by the Committee. 
Drawing Schools connected with a Mechanics’ and another Institution 
nave for some time existed in Glasgow, as elsewhere : but these never 
have been thus crowded ; and everywhere there seems something at- 
tractive in the name of School of Design. 

The low amount of the fees does not, I think, altogether account for 
the numbers who frequent these Schools ; it is better accounted for by 
the increased demand for education in drawing, and the increased em- 
ployment of Designers. It appears that in Glasgow Designers are 
employed at from two to ten guineas a week ; and I was assured on 
eminent authority that many of these had never learnt to draw in anv 
bchool; but having some talent fitting them for such a pursuit, many 
otthem had learnt to draw certain descriptions of patterns for one pur- 
pose, and could produce no others. I remarked a curious instance of 
this mere mechanical dexterity in the patterns at Stoke-upon-Trent, 
l'ttf re i '' aS to ^ a painter, accustomed to paint certain patterns on 
‘ittle china figures, was quite unable to paint the very same pattern 
mi the edge of a plate or saucer. 

It is quite evident that, from a system which makes such mere 
tion ai i KS ’ " C cannot ex P ect either feeling or taste in their produc- 
iri t’ aexter ° u , 8 as the .v may become in certain processes by constant 
of n e; an ‘ 1 . 1 ‘ appears to me that any system of education in Schools 
W avoided 1C l re8cml,les l ^ at flowed in forming these artists, should 



oft}!? 0 ? la8g T k°TOniittee expressed an unanimous opinion in favor 
dwipl iV? eW .’ , they want 110 pattern drawing in their School. They 
>j.v e . atudente to be well educated in ornamental arts. 
of '" 18 ’. 80 far ** I have been able to judge, a jealousy on the part 
One pm- Cturera any attempt to make patterns in Schools of Design, 
should kl ne,lt manufacturer expressly stated his wish that the Master 
instruct tli * art 1 ,,t >. able to refine the taste of the students, and to 

Inters Jn 1,1 1? 00 * 1 prmciples and practice ; and that they, the munufuc- 
’ i as heretofore, teach the application in their own manufac- 
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tones where alone it could be taught. Another member of the Glas- 
Z Committee stated, that he had carefully gone over the Gewerbe 
Schule at Berlin, and in what was called a practical class, he had heard 
instmction giveA which would have been laughed at by any workman 

m Th^Glasgow School is established in a large and handsome edifice, 
in an admirable situation ; and the Committee propose P'^chasmgi^a 
a cost of £3,000, and enlarging it by some additional building, which, 
canned oul will make it more roomy, and fitter for the purposes of a 

School than the Head School itself. 

The subscriptions at present amount to between £600 and £’1 00, and, 
with fees the Lome appears to be £950; and it is believed that much 
more mav be collected. The Committee, however, trust that they may 
receive liberal aid from the Council, as they propose endeavouring to 
make the School all that it ought to be, in a city in which are i pro- 
duced so great a variety of manufactures, of a description to which art 

1S I P mroKted the School carefully, both morning and evening. I found 
it judiciously arranged, and was much gratified to observe the perfectly 

quiet orderly, and industrious demeanour of the students ; and although 

STscta? La only in option for .bon, s,x “ 

shown fifty or sixty outline drawings, equal in every respect to the - 

produced i'n anv of the existing Schools. rWlnc 

F But although there evidently existed considerable power of drawing 
in a number of the pupils, I have no doubt that , gnorance of good 

ornament prevailed ; and until these Schools of Design w e e 
I am convinced that in few Schools indeed were examples of» < 
high character in point of art and taste, ever placed before ‘ he P u e 
even in Schools of the highest character collections of ornaments 

ha From the great number of pupils already entered, it is clear <^t “ e 
Master cannot conduct the School, and that an As«stairf » 

I thought that it might be gratifying to the Committee to chooseWJ 
Assistant in Glasgow; and a young man of the name for 

originally a decorator, but who had become an artist, and studie 
some time under Sir William Allan, and who is besides accustomed to 
tuition, was strenuously recommended to me. I have seen h , 
beg to recommend him for this appointment, at the usual Mlary , 
v i<fed, after his appointment, he present himself in Somerset 
and study in the School here for a month or two. t)ie 

The Committee at Glasgow am unanimously of y . 

whole time of the Master should be at their disposal, a,,d the 
iug him a much larger salary to secure this. I «comm c sent 
Committee to wait a little, so as better to ascertain whetWth F ( 
Master is likely to suit them m evety respect, and in the mean ^ 
posed employing him at his leisure hours m making co wag at 

for the use of the School, at a fair price— a proposition wh 
once agreed to, and which, if generally adopted, wou , raC . 

benefit in all the Schools, as it would lead to extended . time 

tice on the part of the Masters, secure the entire devotion o 
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and thoughts to the objects of the School, and provide, in a considerable 
measure, the examples so much wanted. 

The Glasgow Committee propose various other measures for the 
benefit of the Institution, which at present promises to be one of the 
most flourishing of these establishments. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

VI. — The following Report of the Inspector’s last visit to the Pro- 
vincial Schools in January, was read and considered ; and the Director 
was instructed to bring before the next Meeting of the Council, a state- 
ment respecting the further supplies of Examples specified in this 
Report, as being required for each School. 

COVENTRY. February , 1845. 

77te School . — The progress of the students in this School, so far as 
their exercises have been carried, is satisfactory enough ; but the whole 
School is in a very backward state ; its general character of pro- 
ficiency having been almost stationary since my last visit in 1843. 

The cause of this very unpromising condition of the School is suffi- 
ciently apparent. Hardly any one of the students has attended long 
enough, or with such frequency and regularity as to make his advance- 
ment beyond the elements possible ; and the great majority of the students 
are, besides, in reality, improper subjects for the School of Design. 

I learn from the Master, that of the whole number of pupils (by the 
Returns for November 1844, amounting to 113) 94 are children from 
various schools, principally from the free schools of Coventry, — a 
statement, which comes to this : that if we deduct from the attendance, 
the number of these extra pupils, there will remain nine students 
° r n ty* whose instruction is strictly consistent with the purposes of the 
Institution. 

In a former Report I have mentioned that the Committee had reason 
0 anticipate that many of the children from free and other schools, 
''ould in the end apply themselves to the study of design for manufac- 
ll re ; but I greatly doubt whether the regulations at present adopted 
respect to their attendance are at all likely to conduce to such an 
°>ject. It appears that two-thirds of the whole number of children 
» 8c hools instruction only three times a fortnight ; and that 

a le |‘ ema ining third, twenty attend twice ; and fourteen, three times 
ev w . the attendance being only in the morning or only in the 
thei U - ln ? ^ Ve 7 P* a ' n » therefore, that whatever be the purpose of 
e \ a ttendance, whether to receive instruction in drawing as matter of 
desl ^ f e ^ UCat '° n ’ 0r vv ^ t ^ ie nitimate view of practising the art of 
it re^ll° ,r manU ^ a - CtUre * l ,ro R ress must he extremely slow, and, as 
Th ' ls, .} an ^ u \ ( ^» an d on the whole, unsatisfactory, 
etnpl C ^ ’ ^hk 8 those from schools, are almost without exception 

desiJn f "^houses, or some part of the process of preparing 
tor the ribbon manufacture ; and owing to their engagements, 

* I believe there are uuw fifteen. 

K 
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ar =a =s 

said to haveobtemed^loyment l (ex ’ clusively q o f the children 

proficiency at d, ScW ^ b ^ already engaged in tracing, 
from other schools; are, as i i , rr.i Committee, however, 

copying, or drafting patterns in w are _ ' j t ; n „ f rom the instruc- 

speak in the highest terms .of th ' A preference 

sx f ,“^sr»3“““ rere <° ' h “ ’ ,h ° hm or “ p “ pii * 

seems to be sufficiently well provided; ;he figure, 

at present be made use of, with desirous of receiving 

a supply 6 ^ar^itectural ornaments of the middle ages, as well as small 

dra tf, sss^rtou 

may mention, besides, that the ratora ° part j y w ith a view to this, 
of Coventry is now proceeding, and ' t at > t is ^ 

sar £*£££ ffiu. .. •* *• “V“ 

ift* 1 ™.,*. for .he Coloring CU-. J» JWJ 
suggests, that specimens of French papers, wit groups ° supply 
oanels would bV of service. He wishes also to havealar^ryi; 
Kher kinds of paper hangings, and some patterns of JurnUure 

SSSTiSfc ;%SXtTt°U 

jftsaa* £ fPc Saa -^ke sns stf- 

I beg to call the attention of the Council to the fact, th ( ^ rf 

far as I could learn) the School at Coventry has ««*»« . ftl Schoo ls. 
the articles purchased last autumn expressly for |he Provu } ffere 
Fidht books of prints (some of them being elementary P L o0 
si, own me by the Master, and a few patterns of paper •»« " y d y t i )is , 
means tab ulated to elevate the tastes of the pupils) > J > f the last 
the School appears to have received nothing, since th ‘ j f oU iid 
Annual Report of the Council. I should state, howeve * f (-agts 8 „d 



the School appears to have received nom.ug, , , \ fouiw 

Animal Report of the Council. I should stato , h = r, that ^ 
some difficulty in ascertaining what examples (exclua Schoo i . a »<l>» 
elementary copies), were really in the {>os^hsH.n o ^ \ w ouW 

this is not the only case where a similar ^idty has ifed eac h J» 

suggest that the Committees of the several Schools bereq one t0 be 
prepare two inventories of the articles they hav 
kept by the Committee, the other by the Master. 
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In the meantime, acting on a suggestion of the Director, I advised 
the Master of the School at Coventry to make more use of the examples 
already at his command ; and with that view, to exhibit from time to 
time, on the walls of the class* rooms, such prints or drawings as he 
thought best adapted to cultivate and form the taste of his scholars. To 
save repetition, I may here state, that when it seemed to be necessary, 

I made the same recommendation to the Masters of the other 
Schools. 

Arrangement of Benches , $*c. — The arrangement of benches, &c. in 
the School at Coventry is sufficiently good ; but the gas-lights in the 
Elementary class-room are not high enough. The Committee were 
aware of this ; and had previously undertaken, on the recommendation of 
the Master, to get the defect remedied, and to have the burners supplied 
with shades to prevent certain cross lights. 

Class of Design for Manufacture. — In the class of Designfor Manu- 
facture there were only two pupils — both engaged in the Ribbon trade. 
Indeed, in Coventry, there is no other branch of industry, (if we except 
the manufacture of turned and chased watch-cases,) for which the 
labor of a designer is required ; and it appears that the persons 
engaged in the latter consider the School to be of no service to them. 

From the general account I have given of the School, it will have 
been anticipated that the class of Design has made no progress. 
None of the students are in fact advanced enough in elementary studies 
to enter it. But if this were otherwise, I have some doubts whether, 
judging by the views and opinions of the Committee, it be advisable to 
require the formation of such a class. 

On this subject I made some notes and observations, which, if it is 
thought desirable, I will lay before the Council ; but as it involves 
a question of some importance, which fails more properly under the 
cognizance of the Director, I would suggest that he should put himself 
m communication with the Committee, and ascertain from them, in 
writing, their views on the extent to which, and the precise manner in 
which, pattern designing would most advantageously form part of the 
system of instruction in the School. 

. ^ or the present I will only state that the Committee, though seem* 
m gly averse to the practice of pattern designing in the School, are 
unanimously of opinion that a class for instruction in pattern drafting 
S°b ^ n0t ° n ^ P^^cal utility, but would attract to the 

‘ chool a pretty numerous class of persons, who, without such an in- 
ucement, would not be likely to become students. The Committee 
proposed to open this class on their own responsibility, without refer- 
th V 0 ^. accor ^ ance with the system of the Director, as approved by 
ie Council, and to be at the necessary charges for a teacher, models, 
7 na ! s > & c * > hut as this proposal seemed to me (at least the former 
P a of it) inadvisable, I begged them to defer further proceedings until 
* e question had been considered by the Council. And as there ap- 
peared to have been some misapprehension on the subject of the class 
.r- designing, I wrote to Mr. Wilson, and suggested that he 
u cl repeat any orders he may have formerly given to the Master, 

K 2 
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and accompany them with such explanations as the circumstances 

seemed to demand. , , », 

The Master.— The terms on which the Master was spoken of by the 
Committee were written down by me at the time, and convey, with 
perfect distinctness, their opinion “ He is very well liked by all the Com- 

mittee, and is extremely attentive to his duties; but he wants a little 
energv. He is, however, better suited to the present state of the School, 
and takes more pains with his numerous class of children than probably 
would be the case if he possessed higher artistical qualifications. 
They would be sorry to have the Master changed. , . 

For myself, I am unable to offer any opinion. So far as the in- 
struction lias been carried, the Master has been quite equal to the task ; 
and it would be unfair to blame him for the general backwardness of 
the School, which in reality is not owing to want of proper teaching, 
but to the want of pupils. How far a person of superior ability and 
energy could have overcome the obstacles which now impede the pro- 
gress of the School, may be a question; but it is due to Mr. Evans to 
state, that he is extremely disheartened by his position ; and, perhaps, 
the effects of this feeling may have been mistaken by the Committee tor 

want of energy. , . , , . v 

With respect to the enquiry, whether he is engaged as a designer tor 
any branch of industry, I believe it may be dispensed with in his case, as 
well as in that of the Master of the School at Manchester. I feel pretty 
sure, from the opinions entertained in both places, that an endeavour to 
procure employment of that kind would be discouraged by the Com- 
mittees— -at least by a majority of those members of them who are 
manufacturers. Mr. Evans, however, has, with a view to teaching 
others, made some sketches and designs of ribbon patterns, which he 
showed me; but I cannot say that they evinced much skill. 

In other studies he appears to have done very little hitherto ; but he 
is now, by advice of Mr. Herbert, practising chiar'-oscuro painting, m 
body color, from casts of the figure. He has also made some studies 

of flowers, in body color. . . . n m 

In conclusion, I have to state, that in the opinion of the Committee 
the best remedy for the present untoward condition of the School wou 
be, first, to make it more generally and easily accessible ; and secon \ > 
more attractive, by the possession of a greater variety of mode s, a 
specimens of art and manufacture. The latter part of the remedy > 
I presume, be applied when the School receives its due proportion o 
purchases made by the Director in Paris for the use of j 0 V p C , 
Schools ; but I was not prepared to enter into the views of the com- 
mittee on the question, whether the School should be throw) open 
who wished to make use of the instruction which it possesses t te _ 
of affording. It is, at all events, essential to the success of the ' ’ 

that it should be supplied with pupils; and if the latter expea 
suggested by the Commititee would in part accomplish this ei , ^ 
might be no great harm in making Coventry an exception ^ 
general rule. This is a question, however, for the Dire 
consider. 
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Birmingham. 

Progress of the Students . — This School seems to me to be in a most 
satisfactory state; and it does great credit to the Master, Mr. Dobson 
I examined the drawings of the students in all the classes, and was 
much pleased with their general proficiency. Indeed, there was very 
little to desire in the way of amendment, except, perhaps, a greater 
degree of care in outline drawing, and of finish in the studies from the 
round. 

Employment of Stude?its as Designers.—' The School has been in 
operation too short a time to warrant any expectation of fruit in the 
shape of employment given to the students by manufacturers; and the 
Committee seem to doubt whether a generation must not pass awav 
before the influence of the School can be obviously traced. Still there 
have been instances of employment in a certain way. Some, for ex- 
ample, have executed copies of arabesques for manufacturers of papier- 
mache ; and a design for an ornament to be cast in metal, made by Mr 
Dobson, lias been modelled, with the assistance of Mr. Kyd, by one of 
the students who is in the employment of a brassfounder. I was par- 
ticularly well pleased with this evidence on the part of Messrs. Dobson 
and Kyd of a desire to take advantage of any opening that might occur 
by which their taste, and the results of their teaching, should have 
opportunity of showing themselves in ordinary manufacture. 

u pply of Models y §c. With regard to the supply of models and 
examples for the various departments of study, although the School 
has been already more largely furnished than some of the others, still 
much is wanting, both for the ordinary education of the students, and 

abo^tKnSnpl deSign f ° r the branches of industry practised in and 

v Rowing particulars include all that was recommended either 
n Vu iVIa l ster ’ the Committee, or individual members of it; but I may 
a hat the grounds on which the recommendation in every case was 
**ged, seemed to me sufficient. I shall set down the titles of the arti- 
cles in the order in which they were suggested : — 

Comnfittee^* 11 ^ k^ rar y — This was strongly recommended by the 

“Ch,l7 e .»°/ k (witl ! l^r-press) on Classical Architecture, 
^nambers for example. 

si],,; A supply of colored prints, or drawings of flowers; and, if pos- 
81ble > outlines of the same. 1 

binwr C ° 1 !! ctl ? n of , ob i> ects of Natural History, such as stuffed birds 
this tl 7 sbe ^ 8 > corals, &c. &c. If a sum were allowed for 

t* A e Committee could procure the articles in Birmingham. 

G A C °^ tbe •^ rabes( l ues of the Vatican, colored. 

Bourges ° f lhe ' Vork entitled “Vitraux de la CathedrfUe de 

feet, tc 8DI>I>ly ca8,s o( P art8 of Ohs human body ; «. e. faces, hands, 
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8. Casts of small Gothic figures, in the roun^ or 
These are much wanted by modellers of sm ^ he ’ fi in metal 

SrSBtt^Vy, the Beauchamp Chapel, War- 

Wi 9 k ’Alarger supply of the small modem French casts of medallions 

" idea, for'tlie Znefec..^ oi 

lamp glasses, vases, &c., such as 

Englefield’s Vases. 

Hamilton’s ditto. 

,1. For the same puipoae, caste of Etrac.n end other vase* eopie. 
by iI1dnt o».lioe. to Homer, D.nle, to; abo hi. Ac of 
“S 7 Print, of Roman and other Momic pavement,,*™. the “ Verne 
SS’of “oiS the middle ages, to illmtmte the me 

C 1& 1 6 a Exampks'or caste of articles in silver, chased. 

Arrangement of the School. -The Conn ittee £ 

wMMmmm 

Nevertheless, if the erf* rise were no consideration, the p 
Commits . « **, 

Arrangement oj lseiiihes y <^c. 1 ft . , room are not 

School seems to lie good; but th ® f tlie rwms containing 

adapted for drawing from caste, and the color ot tl e room ^ 

the statues is very unfavorable. The former ^ , ‘ j hew iJ r e ; but I 
no consequence, as the pupils can be walls of the 

stronclv advised that the statues should be washed, and th 
SLlmning them repainled, either with a darker tmt of their f 
sent color (olive green), or with a tint of russet. terms of 

The Master .— The Committee speak in the \try nig hes , eisure 
Mr. Dobson, and are satisfied with him in every resnec . 
time, of which, however, he has very little, seems to be employed 
in the pursuit of the fine arts* 



Manchester. 



Progress of the Students , and Verification of 
nearly all the drawings of the students in the severs i ’ 
“ y that the Master had discharged his duty with 



evidence 



The 
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exercises of the more advanced pupils are not, for the most part, executed 
in a very artist-like manner, but rather mechanically and feebly; this 
fault, however, I attribute to some deficiency in the Master’s own artist- 
ical feeling, rather than to his want of diligence ; for it is evident, at a 
glance, that all his energy has been devoted to the performance of his 
duties. 

Excepting on this point, which, as the School advances, will of course 
become more worthy of notice, there seemed to me every reason to be 
satisfied with the state of the School.* 



The number of pupils has been steadily increasing, and to such an 
extent, that the Committee have resolved to obtain additional accom- 
modation, either in the building at present occupied by the School, or 
elsewhere. I shall advert to this subject afterwards : but in the mean- 
time I mention it in reference to the returns of attendance for the last 
two or three months, which certainly convey a false impression on that 
point. It would appear from the returns for November and December 
1844 that the School was not only quite full, but that in the former 
month there were 71, and in the latter 85 candidates for admission, 
who could not be received for want of room. It is quite true that the 
whole number of applicants cannot be accommodated without some 
addition to the present benches ; but I was surprised to find in the ex- 
isting ones space sufficient for thirty pupils entirely unoccupied. 

Employment of Students as Designers.— The Report of Mr. Wallis 
tor 1844, herewith submitted to the Council, gives all the facts bearing 
upon the present or intended employments of the students ; and, to save 
repetition, I may here refer to the same document for information as to 
the models and examples which the School is in want of. Mr. Wallis 
mentioned to me, besides, that some examples of flowers painted in dis- 
temper would be of service. 

Arrangement of the School. — I have already stated that the benches 
m one of the rooms, as they are now placed, are capable of accom- 
modating thirty pupils more than have been allowed to attend. 

It appeared, besides, that by lengthening the benches in another room, 
space might be made for fifteen, and in a third for twenty or thirty addi- 
lona pupils,— thus providing for all the present applicants, and making 
!£ h ° t. nUmber oF P u P ils above 20 °- The question, however, was 
and if h ' 8 , nu 1 ml> ‘ :r ' V08 ‘urge enough for a place like Manchester; 

’ "Aether, supposing some change to be necessary,— which in 
L"?A ClrtUr ? StanCeS 18 the cas « — tb e future had not better be had 
aLn J 0 ’., ac F omm,Klat| on at once provided for a number of pupils 
<l l «iuate to the size of Manchester. 1 1 

resold , Cora ”! i ‘ tee ^e this view of the case; and have now I believe 
School °u n v rl "fS another lar K e room the building occupied by the 
. which will afford space for about 150 pupils. The rent of the 



Sla ' ul Manchester, an Address an* delivered by Mr. Wallis to the 

A:;' 1 * 1 ';';. * «• p» ; 

Splayed. adding my testimony to the knowledge and ability which he 
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apartments will on the whole be very heavy; but as no doubt is enter- 
tained that the attendance of students will very speedily reach to 
upwards of 300, the payments from fees will not only cover the expense 
of rent, but leave a surplus in the Treasurer s hands. I recommended 
that the new room, which is a very large one, lighted from ^ the^ceiling 
should be appropriated to the students in the Outline Class, always 
the most numerous, though occupying more space than the less 
advanced by which arrangement no change need be made in the 
present class-rooms. The question of arrangement, however, wll 
no doubt be submitted by the Committee to the Director at the 

^ °The Master . — The Committee are extremely well pleased with Mr. 
Wallis’s zeal, energy, and general attention to his duties ; and so far 
as I could learn, there seems to be every disposition to render him com- 
fortable, and to make his situation an agreeable one to him. 

PS — 1 have omitted to mention, that the Committee conceive that 
a class for Mechanical Drawing would be a great acquisition to the 
School. It will be remembered, that in a former Report I advertedto 
this subject, in reference to a similar proposal made by the Committee 
at Nottingham. The ultimate object of the class, in both cases, is 
very analagous; and I confess that it appears to me 
Council to reject this advice of practical men, even though the kind o 
instruction they wish for may not appear to fall in with the current 
theory of a School of Design. With my own notions, itrfacjr faU in, 
and I believe the Committees in both places to be perfectly right, but 
I need not here enter on the question. 



Newcastle. 

State of the School .— The aspect of affairs here are not very encou- 
raging. I examined the whole of the drawings now in progress, without 
finding a single specimen that could be reckoned creditable. My hret 
impression was. that the teaching and taste of the M aster must be defec - 
ive 1 ; and this impression, though it was modified by the subsequent 
explanations of the Master, has not been entirely removed. It appeals 
that there are students enough in the School at any given time, but tney 
attend very irregularly; and having for the most part no other object 
view than amusement, they only stay so long as they find it agreeab . 
This would of course be sufficient to exonerate the Master from b J ' 
if it were true of all the pupils ; but 1 find that t venty have attended vrm 
comparative regularity since the commencement, and none ot these g 
evidence of a year’s sound teaching. t . * M r , 

It seemed to me, however, without entering on the question off 
Scott’s own qualifications, (of which I have scarcely as yet had*ume 
opportunity of judging.) that much might be effected in the v y 
amendment by restraining the progress of the students from ,j e 
to another. As I did not find a single accurate, ,or even ^ 
drawing in outline, it was reasonable to conclude that the stu 
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the higher classes had not been properly grounded in the elements ; 
and I was glad to find, on my bringing the subject before the Committee, 
that I had been anticipated by the Director in the suggestion 1 had 

made. 

With respect to the classes of Shading from the flat and the round, 

I proposed to the Master that the use of the stump should be altogether 
abandoned, at least until the pupils had made considerable progress. 
Mr. Scott seemed to demur to this. I submit the question, therefore, 
to the Director. 

While on this point, I must state that several of the copies used in 
the Newcastle School, as well as in Sheffield and York, seemed to me 
to be extremely bad in every respect. Those I refer to are plates 
37, 40, 42, 43, and 44, of a modern French work, by Roussau; 
which, however, I must add, contains notwithstanding many excellent 
examples. 

Supply of Models , Examples , fyc . — The Master complains of the 
want of shaded copies, and says that he is at a loss sometimes to sup- 
ply so many examples as are required. This is no doubt the case, as 
the School is at present conducted ; but if instead of permitting his 
pupils to make loose and hasty sketches from the copies, and so exhaust 
his stock in a very short time, he were to insist upon accuracy, I ima- 
gine he would find the School very well supplied ; so at least it ap- 
peared to me. 

There is a better -grounded request for Gothic ornaments in plaster 
and in lithography. One of the most eminent living glass-stainers, 
(perhaps, judging by his recent works, the most eminent,) carries on his 
operations in Newcastle, and has under him a number of young work- 
men, of whom several attend the School, to draw the human figure and 
ornament. Hitherto they have only studied from the casts of antique 
statues ; but Mr. Wailes, whom I saw, is very desirous that they should 
be enabled to draw draped figures and ornamental work of the middle 
ages. In particular, he mentioned the collection of casts published at 
Lincoln, and referred to the two small casts of angels (sent by the 
Council to the School at Newcastle), as examples of the kind of figures 
he meant. 

I recommend that the spandrils, &c. from Stone Church, Kent, 
should be furnished to the School ; and, indeed, as large a supply 
of the best Gothic ornaments, of all periods, as it is in the power of the 
Council to provide. So far as I can see, this is the only object of a 
practical kind which the School is likely to promote ; and if so, it had 
better be made the most of. 

With the view of furnishing ideas to the young men employed in 
glass painting, and of elevating their taste above admiration of the 
which they now imitate, — I suggest that copies of Rosini’s 
Storia dell Pittura Italians,” Lasinio’s Outlines from the works of 
lotto, Fra Beato, Masaccio, and others ; the Outlines of the Gates by 
uberti, and, if possible, ra*ts from them, and other works of a similar 
lu *> should be added to the library at Newcastle. 
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A Lay Figure also, for the study of drapery, would be useful. 

The following works are suggested by various members of the Com- 
mittee : — 

Books containing representations of Ancient Cabinets, Chairs, Tables, 
&c., such as — 

1. Shaw’s Ancient Furniture. 

2. French work on the Furniture of the Middle Ages. 

3. Pugin's Timber Houses. 

4. Pugin’s Ancient Furniture. 

Books on Metal Work, such as — 

5. Pugin’s Iron, Silver, and Brass Work. 

6. Shaw’s Metal Work. 

The Committee are, besides, extremely desirous of forming a Lending 
Library, and they begged me to convey to the Council their earnest 
recommendation to that effect. 

r fhe Master. — With respect to the Master, the Committee express 
themselves perfectly satisfied with his performance of his duties, and 
say that he is earnest, obliging, and careful. 

He has recently been studying anatomy in a dissecting room, and has 
besides been making himself acquainted with the history of ornamental 
art. 



York. 

Progress of the Students.— The School at York seems to me to have 
made, on the whole, more progress than any of the others. I mean, that 
there is in it a general character of proficiency which, as vet, is not pos- 
sessed by any of the Provincial Schools. A glance at the last returns 
of attendance will show that this is the case. Less than half the 
students are in the Outline classes, and the remainder are distributed 
through the whole of the other departments of study. The only class 
in which there is evidence of defective teaching is that of the human 
figure ; but it appears that the School is not properly supplied with 
elementary lithograph copies, without which it could hardly be ex- 
pected that the Alaster’s instructions, supposing him to be more com- 
j>etent than he is, should produce great fruit. I should state, however, 
that the Teacher, Mr. Patterson, is sensible of his want of skill in draw- 
ing the figure, and has recently been pursuing his duty from the casts 

during the evening. _ . . . 

Employment of Students as Designers . — None of the students nave 
as yet obtained employment as designers ; but several of them have pi° 
duced designs of merit, and all the more advanced seem to be pursuing 
paths more or less directly leading to the ultimate purpose of i el 
studies. i 

Supply of Models.— The following particulars of supply were tasei 
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down by me from the suggestions of the Committee and of the Master. , 
I, however, add my own recommendation and approval. 

1. Examples of Arabesques: — 

Large copies of the Vatican Arabesques. 

Small ditto. 

Zahn’s Arabesques. 

2. Examples of lithographed heads, hands, whole figure?, &c. 

3. Lithographs of fossils, animals, shells, &c. 

4. A human skeleton. 

5. A copy of the “ Vitraux de la Cathfcdraie de Bourges.” 

6. Casts from Lincoln and Stone Church, and other ornaments of 
that kind. 

7. One or two specimens of painted glass. 

8. The Committee beg me to request that a sum be allowed them 
for the formation of a Landing Library. 

Arrangement of Furniture , fyc. — The Committee on this point desire 
me to say that they have not yet received a plan for the re-arrange- 
ment of the School, which the Director promised to send them. 

Female School .— At the meeting of the Committee held during my 
visit to York, it was resolved, that a School for young women should be 
opened from two to four, three times a-week, and be carried on under 
the same general rules as the Boys’ School. The fee to be 2s. per 
month for each pupil, who must be recommended by two Subscribers, 
one of them being a lady. 

The Master . — The Committee are perfectly satisfied with the 
Master’s general conduct and ability. He enters heartily into the 
business of the School, and discharges his duty faithfully. 

I have brought up with me three specimens of his work, to show that 
he is really pursuing his studies and fitting himself for the requirements 
of his office. 



Sheffield. 

I have not much to observe on the Sheffield School. It seems to me to 
be going on satisfactorily under Mr. Spratt. There is about the School 
an appearance of good order and arrangement, and (shall I say also) 
of cleanliness , which might be recommended for imitation in other 
quarters, as for instance, at Newcastle ; and the drawings made by the 
students are careful, and in comparatively good style. The best of 
them, have not as yet, however, been sent up to the Council, having 
been made in competition for prizes which are not yet awarded. 

Still the School proceeds languidly, so far as the numbers attending, 
and its interest witli the public, are concerned. The largest number 
^hat has ever attended is 57, and at present it is only 25 : though this 
tailing off is believed to be owing to a temporary cause. 

Employment of Students . — It is not expected by the Committee that 
any of the Students will, for a long time, he employed as designers ; 
he ^mediate object of the School being rather, it is thought, to ira- 
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part skill and taste in execution to those already engaged m Aemetal 
trade as workmen, than to produce designers of ongmal works. Whether 
this ought to be so is another question ; but it cannot be otherwise 
for the present ; since almost the whole of the students are apprentices, 
who can only attend in the evening. A Day School has been attempted, 
and is still carried on twice a week in the afternoon ; hut it does not 

succeed for want of students. ... A i 

I may mention here also, that it has been proposed to open a Female 
Class in the morning. It has been advertised several times in the 
course of the last three months, but there has been as yet only one 

application for admission to it. , 

Suvplu of the School with Models .— The School seems to be very 
well supplied with examples of nearly all kinds ; but the Master says 
that there is still a want of small casts of ornament, and also of a copy 
of part of “ Weitbrecht’s Omaraenten Buch,” m which there are ex- 
r . i • rS hmtfUinn in chalk, rie wishes 



01 pari OI vveitureciifc a — , — # . , 

amples for teaching the proper method of handling in chalk. He wishes 
also to have a copy of “ Brown’s Perspective,” or some other work of 
that kind. 



The Committee recommend that a Lending Library should be formed, 
and they desired me to convey the expression of their wishes to the 
Council. 



Nottingham. 

State of the School .— The condition of the School here is satisfac- 
tory enough. The Master, however, has had to contend with the 
difficulty of want of students and irregularity of attendance. At present, 
there are only 37 pupils, and the numbers have never gone beyond ' 
Only two have attended, more or less, since the commencement ; and ot 
the rest, few have continued much above five months in the School. 
Under these circumstances, all that could be looked for was proficiency 
within the degree to which the studies were earned; and of this 1 1 ce 
tainlvhave found ample evidence. The outline drawings are, beyond 
anv comparison, the best produced in any of the Schools, and con 
sidered as evidence of careful teaching within a limited time, d 
Thompson the highest credit. I n confirmation of my opinion, - 
to the Council a few drawings selected by me from those recen y g 
up on the walls, or which were at the time of my visit actually 
students’ boards. Most of them, it will be observed, are the fruit 
three or four months’ teaching. 

At first, I am informed by Mr. Thompson, he was much 
by the seeming impossibility of carrying Ins pupils beyond the *tdy 
outline drawing ; but greater acquaintance with the ® h lacC 
Nottingham satisfied him that in a School intended to benefit th ^ 
trade, skill in outline must be the chief object to be had regard t • 
this accordingly he ha. especially applied himself: and 
fore says, that if an estimate is to be formed of the degree { ^ 

efforts in conducting the School have proved successfu , , are 

made, in the first place, less by considering how many brui 
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taught, than by judging how well the only really serviceable kind of 
study has been prosecuted ; and, in the second place, by taking into 
account the number of pupils in the classes of design for manufacture, 
compared with the whole number of students, which, it appears, is in 
proportion much greater than it is in any of the Schools. 

I may add, that I made most particular enquiries of the Committee, 
whether the statement made by Mr. Thompson, in a letter to the 
Director respecting the employment found by two of the students as 
designers, was borne out by facts ; and I found that it was strictly so. 
Mr. Vickers, the late Mayor of Nottingham, was the party who gave 
employment to the students in question ; and it is gratifying to learn, 
that he who was one of the chief promoters of the School, and is cer- 
tainly one of its most intelligent supporters, has found it to answer his 
expectations. 

Supply of Models. — This School is as yet very inadequately fur- 
nished ; but I trust that when the new building for the School is erected, 
a larger supply of tasteful objects of manufacture of all kinds will be 
provided for it by the Council. 

In the meantime, the Master is desirous to have as ample a collection 
as possible of examples in outline, both small and large ; and a copy 
of a work (formerly in the library of the Central School), of which I do 
not remember the exact title. The author’s name is Braun : and it 
contains outlines of groups of flowers and colored examples drawn 
from corals, sea weed, roots, birds, feathers, &c. 

The Master . — The Committee are satisfied with Mr. Thompson’s 
attention to his duties, but they think it would be for the advantage of 
the School if a person of more ability and general acquirements could 
be found to supply his place. 

The Neto building. — At the Meeting I attended, the Committee 
had under consideration the question of building the new School. Several 
points were referred to me on which I offered my opinion ; but, as it 
it seemed to be a matter for the Director to consider, I recommended 
that before any decision was come to, the plans, 8tc. should be sent up 
tor his criticism and emendation, if necessary. 

(Signed) WILLIAM DYCE, 

Inspector* 

y* — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee, held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, were 
rea d, and the payments therein recommended were ordered to be 
made accordingly, with the exception of the salaries, concerning 
W . ^ was ordered that they be not paid until a further communi- 
cation has been received from the Board of Trade, respecting the 
lament of the Income Tax; and directions were also given to 
P re pare a statement of the whole of the Accounts of 

10 ouncil since the year 1836, to be submitted to the Treasurer 

r exam ination, as ordered by the Board of Trade. 
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Tuesday, March 4 th, 1845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



present : 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 
Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 



The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 



payment. 

The usual Monthly payments of 
Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for March 

Mr. Dyce, ditto 

Mr. Herbert, ditto 

Mr. Deverell, ditto 

Mr. Townsend, ditto 

Mr. Hammersley, ditto 

Mr. Murdoch, ditto 

Mr. Stewart, ditto 

Mrs M‘Ian, ditto 

Miss Waterhouse, Eight Weeks, to March 1st . . 

Mr. Stewart, Attendance twice at Spitalnelds School 
Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, for March . . . . 



£ «. i. 
33 6 8 
8 6 8 
16 13 4 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 
4 3 4 
4 3 4 

4 3 4 
12 10 0 

8 8 0 
0 14 0 

5 0 0 



Provincial Masters: — 

Glasgow . . Mr M'Manus, for March .... 

Coventry . . Mr. Evans, ditto .... 

Birmingham . Mr. Dobson, ditto .... 

Ditto . . . Mr. Kyd, ditto .... 

Sheffield . . Mr. Spratt, ditto .... 

Nottingham . Mr. Thompson, ditto .... 

Manchester . Mr. Wallis, ditto .... 

Ditto . . .Mr. Findon, ditto .... 

York . . -Mr. Patterson, ditto .... 

Newcastle • Mr. Scott, ditto .... 

Monthly Advance for Wages and Petty Cash .... 
Mr. Wilson’s Expenses to Glasgow .. .. • • • • 

Office of Her Majesty’s Woods— chiefly for supplies of I 
Glazed Frames for the Provincial Schools • • • ! 

Messrs. Clowes and Sons, for Printing Minutes, lie- 1 

Mr*Chhmery, for Freightage, and Charges on Cases from} 

Paris 

Messrs. Hcnsman, for Coals 

Mr. Miller, for Books for Lending Library . . • 

— Deverell, for purchase of Books for ditto . . • 



12 10 0 
8 6 8 
9 3 4 
5 16 8 
12 10 0 
8 6 8 
10 0 0 
5 16 8 
8 6 8 
9 3 4 
25 0 0 . 
12 13 0 ^ 

276 4 11 

!% 

26 13 0 d 



22 5 1 
12 6 6 
2 7 6 
20 0 0 



/ 

J 
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A communication was read from the Committee of the Glasgow 
School applying for a portion of the Outfit Grant of £500, and present- 
ing bills for furniture to the amount of £215. 19$. 4 d., on which the 
Committee resolved to recommend to the Council the payment merely 
of £150, appropriated for furniture by Minute III. of the Council of 
the 5th of November, 1844. 

Mr. Deverell, pursuant to directions given at the last Meeting, 
reported — 

1. That he had communicated with the Secretary of the Board of 
Trade on the payment of the Income Tax, and had been instructed 
to fill up the proper blank forms for the purpose, and to report to the 
finance Committee that the Board of Trade, being commissioned 
by Her Majesty’s Treasury to assess the Tax on the School of Design, 
would give further official directions for this purpose, on receiving the 
filled up forms of Returns. 

2. That he had also communicated with the Secretary of the 
Board of Trade upon the subject of auditing the Accounts of the 
Council, and had received in reply, the following official letter. 



Sir, 



Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade , Whitehall, 
March 3rd , 1845. 



I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Coun- 
cil for Trade, to request that the Council of the School of Design will 
give directions for the preparation of an account of the receipts and 
disbursements of that Institution since its commencement, and will 
transmit the same, together with the vouchers in support thereof, to 
the Lords of this Committee, who will forward them to the Lords Com- 
missioners of Iler Majesty’s Treasury, with a view to their being 
examined and settled by the proper officers of that Department. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

n ^ John G. Shaw Lefevke. 

IV. R. Deverell , Esq. 



The subject of the vacant Clerkship w*as referred to the consideration 
°f the Council. 



he following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
ngland was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
re tound to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank Book, 
°uchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance : — 
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4tli March, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
aud Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit i 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance last Audit, on 1 
4th February • j 


£ *. d. 

1,144 6 2 


£ S. d. 

4,436 2 4 


£ ,. d. 

2,290 12 2 


£ s. d. 
7,871 0 8 


Dr. 

To Fees received for 
February : — 










Male School— 
Morning £16 10 0 
Evening . 20 9 0 
Female School 6 2 0 


43 1 0 


*• 


• • 


43 1 0 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On ajc of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No.3 


1,187 7 2 

210 10 11 
• • 

• • 


4,436 2 4 
104**4 0 


2,290 12 2 

• • 

104* *3 4 


7,914 1 8 
| 418 18 3 


Balance in the Bank 1 
this day • • . j 


[j 976 16 3 


4,331 18 4 


2,186 8 10 


7,495 3 5 



^ainmedl W. R. HAMILTON- 

Adjourned. ‘ ’ THOMAS F. GIBSON. 

VI.— The Monthly Report of the Director, for February, was 
read as follows : — 

The progress of the Head School is favorable.andthe nmiber of 
pupils is undiminished. Besides the usual course of stud^ Iconduc a 
regularly as my other avocations will permit, a class for thejeo 
study of ornamental design, and give practical lectures connected w h 
this subject. 1 submit to the inspection of the .Council somej rf»J 
productions of the students, and also some of those of the Assis , 
Masters. In compliance with a suggestion made at ‘he *** h 
Meeting, I have to report that I marked out a course of atodyfor h 
young men, which they pursue as unremittingly as t^ir du^ 
Assistant Masters will penmt. I have required them tojtaton 
draw ornament and architecture, to paint ornaments, to model.to 
the figure and drapery, to read diligently, and I take every opport 
of conversing with them upon subjects connected .with art . and 
their duties. I submit some of the water-color sketches w 
have made ; also some of their paintings. jf a - 

I have also thought it advisable that they should sti y ^ 

tional Gallery twice a- week for their improvement as artis , h 

them attend a life academy regularly by the bounty of the Council, 
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enables them to do so. One attends in Mr. Herbert’s class, bu not 
very regularly; hitherto severe family affliction having somewhat inter- 
rupted his studies. I am satisfied with their proceedings as teachers, 
although as yet they do not adopt that firmness of tone which is necessary 
in affording instruction and maintaining discipline. 

I have also thought it advisable that they should model under Mr. 
Townsend; which two of them have done with some success. I sub- 
mit one specimen. 

Mr. Ker haying kindly offered to permit copies to be made from the 
paintings in his dining-room, I have gladly taken the opportunity of 
affording our Assistant-Masters an advantageous opportunity of study- 
ing decorative painting of a high character, whilst they have painted 
examples which will be of service to the School. 

I exhibit one specimen of ornamental painting executed § by a pupil 
by gaslight, which appears to support the view which I have taken in 
establishing an Evening Coloring Class : it is evidently only available, 
however, to students who have made some progress. 

The cold during the past winter has been so intense in the room 
appropriated to the class for painting that the operations of the School 
have been seriously impeded. I am informed that one student, who 
came from the Potteries, has died in consequence of cold caught in this 
room. Various attempts have been made to increase the warmth of 
the room without the smallest success. 

A pupil, of the name of Aaron, has been apprenticed as a designer 
to a highly respectable house in the city, and they propose taking 
another from the School. 

A pupil in the Female School, of the name of Davis, who has been 
taught design and wood-engraving in it, is now in employment and re- 
ceiving thirty shillings a-week. Another has been offered a situation 
in the Potteries as Drawing Mistress for the females in one of the 
largest establishments there. 

I submit for purchase the following works : — 

£ 1 . dm 

Mr. Gaily Knight’s Churches of the Middle Ages 8 0 0 

Leconte Omements Gothiques 3 5 0 

Ditto Melange D’Omements 3 5 0 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 



rh^ le f ° re 8°* n g Report was approved, and the purchase of the 
m "orks recommended was sanctioned. 
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• . v. « CnnAn t a av Design, &t Somerset House 

*?JZ£££ £ tbeXnth of F^av, 1845, was reported 

as follows 



Somerset House. 


Spital- 

fielda. 


Morn. 1 


Even. 1 


female. 




104 


226 


57 


190 


97 


190 


53 


19 


71 


156 


12 


14 


> 84 


1C6 


35 


17 


69 


118 


• • 


157 


16 


31 


.. 


24 




# . 


# • 


9 


‘io 


9 


• » 


8 


9 

> 






10 


** 


42 


• . 


.. 


i .. 


•• 


* • 


• • 






. • 


.. 


*» •• 


17 


« • 





the number entered during the Month . 

Largest Number who bare attended on any one Day 

ive^D^rningAtieedu^Moni 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as 
follows : — * 

dosses for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 
Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing 
Class 4. Shading from the Flat .... 

Class 3. Shading from Casts .... 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring • \ • • 

Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design . 

Classes for Drawing the Figure , with rego 
Ornamental Design . 



Class 3. Elementary .-••••• . 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study ol 



Drapery • • • 

Painting in Chiar’-o 



Class 1. Painting 1 

dasses for 
Class 2. Elementary 



odelling. 



Original Designs 



VII. — The consideration of the Director s propositio 
specting the further supply of examples to the Prov mc^ S l ^ 
wa« postponed until the Inspector s Report shall have be p 
and circulated. 

VIII. — The subject of renewing the grants to the Manchestej 

School was considered: the triennial tstant; 

was promised being about to expire on the 25th o( March , 
and it was ordered, that the Manchester Committee . be in ^ 
that the Council will be prepared to roTOnunend t e C 
to continue the annual aid of £2.50 to the Manner -St** P^ 
vided the School is conducted in accordance with thee 
enjoined, and to the satisfaction of the Council. Ad ^ [ be 
to a letter, dated the 1st instant, which " as ’ prop oseil 
Secretary of the Manchester Committee, respecting * P 
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addition to their schoolrooms, and a consequent need of addi- 
tional furniture, it was ordered to be stated, that the Council having 
already appropriated £150 for furniture, is not prepared to grant a 
further sum for this purpose. 

IX. nit was ordered that, at the next Meeting, the Secretary 
do report the times of expiration of the periods for which the 
grants of the Provincial Schools have been made. 

X. — A letter, dated the 8th of February, was read from the New- 
castle Committee, applying for an increase of the salary of the 
Master, Mr. Scott; and the consideration of it was deferred to 
the next Meeting, at which it was resolved that the subject of the 
salaries of the Masters shall be generally considered. 

XI. — A letter, dated the 27th of February, was read from J. Bar- 
well, Esq., of Norwich, addressed to Lord Colboroe, stating that a 
strong feeling exists in Norwich in favor of the establishment of 
a School of Design in that city ; that the subject is at present 
better understood than formerly ; that its importance is recognised ; 
and that there is every indication of such an undertaking meeting 
with cordial support. Mr. Deverell was therefore directed to 
write to Mr. Barwell, for the purpose of ascertaining if the Com- 
mittee which has been formed by the Corporation of Norwich for 
this purpose, is prepared to fulfil the conditions required by'the 
Council. 

XII. — Pursuant to directions given at the last Ordinary Meeting, 
Mr. Deverell reported as follows, on the state and utility of the 
Lending Library. 

As directed at the last Meeting of the Council, I present the following 
Report on the state, utility, and requisite improvement, of the Lending 

Origin . — As it may be useful to notice the origin and duration 
of this means of improvement, I may first observe that, at a Meeting of 
. Council, on the 20th of April, 1841, Mr. Ker gave notice of a mo- 
. loa form a Lending Library ; and at the following Meeting, on the 
, “ °f May, 1841, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Ker, that £20 

expended in the purchase of books relative to art, to form a Lending 
for pri^tf° r s * u ^ ent8 * an( ^ that a Catalogue of the books be prepared 

On the 2nd of February, 1S42 — nothing in the meantime having been 
T^twas again resolved, on the motion of Mr. Ker, that a Lending 
l )rai ? he established for the use of the students, and that £20 (which, 
cJ! ™* nute the following Meeting, on the 2nd of March, was made 
0 be placed in the hands of Mr. Dyce for the purchase of books. 

L 2 
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Progress . — The Register of books lent commences in January 1843, 
at which time it appears the Library was opened. 

See thaTperiod the applications for books to read have been con- 
stantly btcom^g more numerous, so that, in the course of the two years 
SSS Sch thf Library has been open, the number of volumes lent 
r iek has gradually increased from five to one hundred and five. 
Nun!bl of Zks.-L April 1844 the Library consisted of one 
hundred and fifty works, the titles of which were printed in the last 

A Si"! K,fA C yT,t„,k, have been added t» riMta. 
of which number the purchase of fifty was authorised at the last 

m lftLlim C ence n ment of January, I carefully compared the wholeof 
the vo umesTnthe Library with the Catalogue, and found that eleven 
\rere missing, three of which have subsequently been returned by 

"^ST-%uring the Jeat portion of the past year the charge 
of Vhe C was committed to the Class of Exhibitioners, who col- 
lectively were required to attend to all the arrangements necessary to be 
2 managing the registry and circulation of the books : but, as 
in every case where responsibility rests on no one in particular, each 
oue^ppeai^to have relied upon the care and attention of Ins colleagues 
SXq.vnce't which »L, appcaml m • dbord.rl, a»d .cgUchd 
state of the books, and records relating to them. n , . the 

When, on the commencement of the present session m > . 

Exhibitioners were discontinued as teachers and were by h 

Assistant-Masters, they ceased to give any. attention t o Oie 
the books; and the Clerk was called upon by the Director 
every Friday evening, to receive and give them out. 

This temporary and defective arrangement continued to the en 

December, when; with the view of effecting ^“cierkTworks ofthe 
appeared to me to be demanded, I requested the Clerk of WorK 

Office of Woods to furnish the means of V}*® for confusion 

shelves, it being otherwise lnqiossible to substitute order office8 

in a small ante-room, constantly open as a P aa g , gliding 
within. Accordingly, during the Christmas vacation . twelv 
glazed frames, with a lock upon each, were put up before 
a convenient ladder with carpeted steps was jwnM, Jjg, are 
efficiently lighted by gas from the ceiling. All he volume 
not lent are now locked up, and 1 have taken charge of the k 5^ 

a conviction that the safe custody and presen-ation of the boo^ , ^ 
the observance of accuracy and method in d ^ l ‘, K nt j re iy by one 
practicable, unless the care of the library be undertaken entire > 

‘"During^ last month I have myself given oul the 
have been lent, and can therefore speak from l»J Dio "‘t t s in reading 
the intelligent interest which is manifested 1 by the 1 Q f the 
the books, and ofthe eagerness with which they avail them 
privilege of borrowing them. 
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Utility . — With regard to the utility of the Library, I may repeat 
emphatically the statement made twelve months ago, that a numerous 
class of meritorious students — to whom exclusively the books are lent — 
appreciate highly and gratefully the advantage of this means of artist- 
ical and mental improvement. 

The acquisition of knowledge from appropriate books appears to be 
considered not only importantly serviceable, but indispensably neces- 
sary, in prosecuting the course of artistical education which it is the 
object of the School to provide ,* and I believe that Mr. Wilson concurs 
with me, in expressing a conviction of the beneficial agency of the 
Library in promoting that mental cultivation, without which it is, I 
presume, impossible to attain to distinguished excellence in art. In his 
Report to the Council, in August 1843, he put on record his opinion, 
that it is not possible to estimate too highly the value of a Lending 
Library as a part of such an establishment as the School of Design ; 
that the limited collection of books should be enlarged ; and that he 
conceives it to be his duty to impress upon the students the necessity of 
reading diligently, whenever they have time, especially such books as 
treat more particularly of the arts they are studying in the School. 

On this point I may also cite from the last Annual Report of the 
Council the reasons there assigned for the general establishment of such 
means of improvement in Schools of Design : — “ The utility of Lending 
Libraries in educating ornamentists is found to be highly appreciated 
in all the Schools of Design established by the Council ; and this appre- 
ciation appears to proceed from considering that such education implies 
considerable development, cultivation, and training of the mental 
powers, as well as mechanical exercise of the hand aud eye: for 
although the ornamentist is to be educated not to write but to work, 
be is required to work intelligently ; the degree of excellence of that 
which his hand executes being dependent on a correspondent superior- 
ity of his suggestive and thinking faculties. Hence the production of 
novelties in taste requires not only the possession of a sense of beauty 
as a creative principle, but an extensive range of information as to 
what has, in different times and countries, already been done : and as 
imagination is greatly dependent on memory, and its operations in 
associating and combining can be varied and extended only in pro- 
portion to the number and variety of the images with which the memory 
is stored by observation and study, it is important that those to whom 
refined cultivation and enrichment of imagination are primary objects 
should have recourse, not only to collections of the best materials and 
examples of ornamental art, but to appropriate and judiciously-selected 
oo/w, as an evident means of aiding their progress in attaining a know- 
^ £ e of art, and in acquiring habits of mental discipline and moral 
e ovation, so essentially advantageous to every one who is devoted to 
he study of arts that relate especially to objects of beauty, jpace, and 
pgance. From the studious perusal of descriptive and illustrated 
)0 oks is to be derived historical and critical knowledge of existing 
monuments of ancient and modem ornamental art and manufactures, 
°1 such objects of nature as may serve for materials of original 
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compositions, as animals, plants, foliage, fruits, f ow f s ’ ^ c ' 

Books must also furnish many useful principles and rules °*^ e 
mentist’s art, including practical geometry, ]^ectivj&c. f ^lentt 
less for the excitement of emulation, and development of talent, it 
must be advantageous to read the biography of those who, by produc- 
tions of genius, and of persevering application, have merited honorable 

p»tfor.h .h.Co»cnh,a»m- 

plied with applications for Libraries from the Schools at Manchester 

and Spitalfields. Subsequently similar requests have been repeatedly 

k i i ,v r*rvTYiTnittpps and Masters of the other Branch Schools, 
expressed by the Committees ana masters u. q, ffipM a 

especially those of Birmingham, Coventry. York, Sheffield, and 

N SSroposerf.-In order to avoid great incon^ 
disturbance which, on the nights forgiving out the books havehitberto 
been caused by the students impatiently crowding into the book-room, 

I haveT^oSd some pains in devising the following arrangement 
which 1 believe will obviate all difficulties, and ensure regularity a 
precision in working the Library : 

1 The books to be labelled on the back, 1, 2, 3, &c., as they stand 
on the shelves, from the first to the last in the ^lkxrtion. 

2. Printed copies of the Catalogue to be distributed in the Schoo 
exhibiting the number of each volume prefixed to its title ; and abnef 
explanatory note wherever the title is not sufficiently eiqfficit Jo 
enable th7 student to form a right conception of the nature and 

d^f Printed copies of a blank form of application to be distributed 
in the School ; on which every applicant is to insert tis Mmem 
residence, with the day of the mouth, and the number of the volume 

^The filled-up forms of application to be conveyed, with all 

returned books, to the keeper of the Library, every Thursday, y 
School Attendant, who on every Friday will deliver to eadi sg^ 
in his place in the School, the book required-so as to 
necessity for the personal attendance of the students in the boo 

"T’A printed copy of the following Rules to be pasted on the cover 

of each volume, and to be inserted at the head of the Catal gu 
Lending Library of the Government School of Design, Somerset House . 
Number of thi» Volume in the Catalogue, l 3 



Rules . 

I.— The books are lent (one volume at a , bc ^^tueSSree 

such students only as have attended the School during aI1( j ar e 
months, and who make satisfactory progress in their ’ 

attentive and well conducted. 
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II. — The students by whom these conditions are fulfilled are to apply 
to the Director to authorise the entry of their names in a Register kept 
by the School Attendant for this purpose ; and no book is lent to any 
student whose name is not therein inserted. 

III. — A printed catalogue of the books, and printed forms of appli- 
cation for them, are issued by the School Attendant. 

IV. — The books are given out every Friday ; and each volume must 
be returned on the following Thursday, whether for renewal or 
exchange. 

V. — Any student who does not return on Thursday the volume which 
has been lent to him on the preceding Friday, will be fined one penny 
for each day of its detention beyond the time allowed. The amount of 
such receipts is recorded in a register of fines, and will be expended in 
the purchase of books for the Library. 

VI. — All possible care must be taken for the preservation of the books 
in a clean and perfect condition ; and if any volume which is lent out, 
be lost, or in any way injured, the student to whom it has been lent 
must replace it, or repair the damage, as the case may be- 

VII. — The name of any student who is found to abuse the privilege 
of using the Library, will be erased from the list of those to whom this 
privilege is granted. 

I subjoin a List of Books which, in order to increase the efficiency 
of the Library, it is desirable to procure ; and I beg to recommend — 

1. That duplicate copies of the works most in request, and copies 
of such other works as are well adapted to be serviceable in pro- 
moting the peculiar objects of the students, be purchased on the 
lowest terms, to the amount of £20. 

2. That the volumes in the Library which, for their preservation, 
require binding, be bound in a cheap and strong style by the Govern- 
ment Binder to the Stationery Office. 

3. That at each Monthly Meeting of the Council a Report on the 
Library be presented, according to the following form : — 

Monthly Report to the Council on the Lending Library, 

For the Month ending 1845. 

Number of students admitted to use the volumes. 

Number of volumes lent during the month. 

Number of fines incurred for not returning books according to the 
Rules. 

Present number of volumes in the Library. 

Additional books which it is desirable to procure. 

(Signed) W. R. DEVERELL. 

The foregoing Report was approved, and it was resolved, on the 
motion of Mr. Ker, seconded by Mr. Gibson : — 

That the plan and rules proposed by Mr. Deverell for the future 
management of the Lending Library be adopted. 

That the care and responsibility of carrying them into effect be 

committed to him. 
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That he be required to report monthly to the Council on the state 

and progress of the Library; and . k . 

That authority be given to bind the books which require binding, 

and to purchase duplicate copies, and additional works, as recom- 
mended. 

XIII The subject of the vacant Clerkship was briefly con- 

sidered ; and it was ordered that, at the next meeting, a statement 
be presented by Mr. Deverell as to the duties of the Secretary s 
office which require the aid of a Clerk. Directions were also 
given to Mr. Wilson to specify the duties in the Director s de- 
partment for which the assistance of a Clerk is needed. 

XIV. Mr. Pellatt requested to postpone to the next meeting 

a statement which he proposed to present on proceedings in the 
boroughs of Southwark and Lambeth, respecting the formation of 
a Branch School of Design in that district of the Metropolis. 

XV. — Pursuant to notice at the last meeting, it was proposed 
from the Chair, and resolved, that Mr. Walsh be appointed Head 
Master of the Spitalfields School, at a salary of £100 per annum, 
to be paid from the 1st of February last, at which time his em- 
ployment commenced. 

XVI. — On the motion of Mr. Dyce, the Director presented a 
statement of the articles which he had purchased at the Exposition 
in Paris, and reported that, an unexecuted part of the work whici 
he had ordered in Paris delayed the completion of the account, as 
to the £1,400 advanced for these purchases. 

XVII. — On the motion of Mr. Gibson, it was resolved, that in 
future, two members of the Finance Committee shall form a 
quorum for transacting the business of that Committee. 

XVIII.— Notice was given from the Chair, to propose, at the 
next meeting, that Mr. Robertson be appointed Assistant-Master 
in the Glasgow School, at a salary of £70 per annum, to be made 
£100 by the Glasgow Committee. 

XIX. — Mr. Gardiner gave notice, that at the first meeting in 
May he should bring under the consideration of the Council the 
question of the Inspectorship, with reference to the communication 
from the Board of Trade of the 19th of November, respecting tne 
Resolutions passed by the Council upon this subject. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed, April Itt, 1845. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

v ' rknumuin. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



(Confidential. — No. 12.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , April 1st, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



present : — 

In the Chair y 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman . 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Kkr, Henry Bkllbnden, Esq. 

Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, ArsLEY, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

r l‘r~ The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 4th 
01 March, were confirmed. 

1 1 •-—The Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence Com- 
^ttee, on the 25th of February, which were read at the last 
eeting of the Council, on the 4th of March, were confirmed. 
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HI The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 

Committee, on the 25th of March, were read, and confirmed. 



Tuesday , March 25 th, 1845. 

The Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 

PRESENT I 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair; 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

The School being closed, as usual, during three days in Easter 
V onH r Wilson being absent on a visit to his family m 
rlit" ~ .X. correspondence » U» DireeW. 

^ffKerell presented, and in part read, numerous letters which 

next Meeting of the Council. . 

1. From the Committee of the Sheffield School, applying for a 

^2 d From b the r Board of Trade, submitting to ^e cm.sjderadonof 

the Council an application from the Royal Society of D ublln to he f 
Krri of TtafcfSf * g™* 

Design in the building occupied by that Society. 

being instructed to obtainin the meantimeanex^anat.onf 

Mr. Lefevre as to the wishes and object of the Board ot 
transmitting this document to tlie Counci . ormointment of 

3. From the Board of Tr*le, 

George Richmond, Esq., as a member of the Council ot 

°T S From Lewis Ricardo, Esq., M.P., on proceedings respecting 
a School in the Staffordshire Potteries. tine a reso- 

5. From John Harwell, Esq., of N ™ h « ^f S ^i an tee an 

lution of a committee of the corporation of No^chto^ar rf # 
annual subscription to the amount of £150 for tlie maintei a 
School of Design in that city. , _ avID ent 

6. From Mr? Lefevre, respecting an the 

of the arrears of the income tax on the salanea of the officers 

School of Design. ^ 

An application from Mr. Lipsham, for remuneration for 
attendance, was referred to the h inance Committee. ^ 

Mr. DevereU then presented, and, in part Schools, and'" 

letters, chiefly on the routine business of the I rovinual 
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execution of Resolutions of the Council. The following are some of the 
more important : — To the Treasurer of the Glasgow School, remitting 
£\ 50 for furniture ; to the Secretary of the Manchester School, promising, 
provisionally, a renewal of the annual grants to that School ; several to 
the chairman of the Norwich committee respecting the projected School 
in that city ; and to the Members of Parliament for Stoke-on-Trent, 
relating to the proposed School in the Staffordshire Potteries. 

The Committee having approved of the correspondence reported, 
Mr. Deverell presented a copy of an abstract account of the state and 
operations of the Metropolitan and Branch Schools which he had pre- 
pared and transmitted to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, 
in compliance with an official requisition, the object of which had been 
personally explained to him by Mr. Milne. The abstract contained a 
statement of the origin and progress of the School ; the establishment of 
the Branch Schools, and of the Female School ; the course of study ; 
collection of examples; prizes offered for competition; rate and 
amount of fees; and the present numbers in attendance in all the 
Schools ; with reference to the last Annual Report foT financial and 
various other particulars. 

The Committee then examined the Monthly Reports for February, 
from the eight Provincial Schools. The following is an abstract of 
their contents. 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of February, 1845 
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IV. — The communication from the Board of Trade, respecting 
the formation of a School of Design in Dublin was considered, 
and it was ordered that my Lords be informed that the establish- 
ment of a Central School of Design in Dublin, in direct relation 
with the Board of Trade, is deemed highly desirable by the 
Council, at Somerset House, as being likely to promote the 
improvement of designs for ornamental manufactures, and deco- 
rative work, and to be thereby beneficial to the commercial 
interests of Ireland. That the Council recommend the adoption 
of the system of instruction which has been confirmed by several 
years’ experience in the schools under their superintendence ; and 
that, at all times, the Council will be happy to communicate with 
the managing body of the Dublin School, and to afford any 
information which may be required. 

V. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee, held this day, previous to the Meeting of the Council, were 
read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered to be 
made accordingly. 



Tuesday , April 1*/, 1845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



present : — 



William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

L’efevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 



The usual Monthly payments of 



Salaries : — £ *. 

Mr. Wilson, for April 33 6 

— Dyce, ditto 8 G 

— Herbert, ditto 1G 13 

— Deverell, ditto 1G 13 

— Townsend, ditto 12 10 

— Hammersley, ditto 4 3 

— Murdoch, ditto 4 3 

— Stewart, ditto 4 3 

Mrs. M 4 Ian, ditto 12 10 



Miss Water house, Four Weeks, to March 29th . . 4 4 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, for February, March, and April 25 0 
Iwo Exhibitioners, Mr. Dcnby and Mr. Lingford, \ , r n 
One Quarter, to 25th March, each £7. 10*. . . ( lo u 

Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, for April .... 50 



d. 

8 

8 

4 

4 

0 

4 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



Provincial Masters, for April : 

Mr. M'Manus 
Mr. Evans . 
Mr. Dobson 
Mr. Kyd . 
Mr. S pratt . 
Mr. Thompson 
Mr. Wallis . 
Mr. Findon . 
Mr. Patterson 
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Glasgow 
Coventry . 
Birmingham 
Ditto . • 

Sheffield . 
Nottingham 
Manchester 
Ditto . . 

York . . 

Newcastle 



Newcastle • Mr. Scott 

Monthly Advance for Wages and ^tty Cash Payments 
Messrs Hollands and Sons, forFramcs forExamph 
and sundry other articles for the Head School 
Mr. Roberson, for Drawing Materials . . - 

Messrs. Hensman, for Coals 

Mr. Broad, for Oil, Candles, &c. . . . • ■ 

Messrs. Knight, for Nine Parts of Old England 
Messrs. Wedgwood, for a Vase • • • • 

Mr. Kennett, for Outlines of a Gothic Tower 

— Moren, for Glazing . • • • • • 

— Slack, for Ironmongery Work . . . 

Gas Account, for February • • • • ■ 

Mr. Lipsham, for remuneration for extra attendance! 

last year on account of the Lending Library . . • ) 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipt, and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Ban 



£. *. 
12 10 
8 6 
9 3 
5 16 
12 10 
8 6 
10 0 

5 16 
8 6 

9 3 
25 0 

27 14 

41 7 
8 8 
7 19 

0 13 

1 5 
0 12 
1 2 

6 5 
11 0 

10 18 

2 0 



6 ^ 
7 S 

0 ^ 

°*/ 

6 / 

*4 

6 > 

9 * 



’ » — 

1st April, 1846. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spit* Me ld*> 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. | 


Balance in the Bank! 
at last Audit, on 4th } 
March, 1845 • • 


£ ». d. 

976 16 3 


£ d. 

4,331 18 4 


£ d. 

2,188 8 10 


£ d. 

7,495 3 5 


Dr. 

To amount of Fees 
received for March : 
Male School — 
Morning £14 10 0 
Evening . 18 18 0 
Female School 5 11 0 


38 19 0 






38 19 0 


Cr. 


1,015 15 3 


4,331 18 4 


2,188 8 10 


7,534 2 5 


By Payments made 
On a/cof Fund No. 1 
On a / c of ditto No. 2 
On a/ c of ditto No. 3 


204 12 4 


448* io 0 


1 10* ie 8 


| 764 2 0 


Balance in the Bank) 


811 2 11 


3,883 8 4 


2,075 9 2 


6,770 « 5 
• tha Chair ■ 



Adjourned. (Examined) W. R. HAMILTON,** 
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VI. — On the motion of Mr. Gardiner, it was ordered that the 
tax payable under the Act 5 and 6 Victoria, cap. 35, be deducted 
from the salaries now ordered to be paid. 

VII. — The subject of supplying the place vacated by the re- 
signation of the Secretary’s Clerk, Mr. Lipsham, was taken into 
consideration ; also, an application of the Director for the assist- 
ance of a clerk, in regard to which a communication was read 
from Mr. Wilson, specifying the duties for which he requires such 
assistance: and it was thereon resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
Gardiner, that Mr. — Wright be temporarily employed to assist 
the Director, as clerk ; and that it be referred to the Finance 
Committee to consider and report upon the amount of remuneration 
to be paid for his services. 

Mr. Deverell then presented a list of duties in the Secretary’s 
Office requiring, as heretofore, the aid of a clerk, and stated that 
the constant increase of official documents, and of recorded facts 
and circumstances to which reference is continually required, in 
the Minutes, Correspondence, and Accounts, demands a great 
amount of careful and laborious application ; also that, since 
January last, when the clerkship was vacated, he had performed 
all the duties of Clerk, besides those of Secretary, with such 
assistance in transcription as could be rendered by his son. 

The Council authorised a continuance of the employment 
of Mr. Deverell’s son (Chantrey Wykeham Deverell) to assist 
in performing the duties of Clerk in the Secretary’s Office; the 
amount of remuneration being referred to the Finance Committee. 

VIII. — The Director read his Monthly Report for March, as 

follows: — 
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Attendance of the Students in the School at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of March 1845. 



House. 


Spital- 

fields. 


Mor. 


Ev. 


Kem. 


Mor. 


Ev. 


101 


210 


59 


•• 


195 


94 


177 


57 


• I 


156 


69 


131 


39 


• • 


100 


81 


157 


52 


# * 


HO 


69 


105 






161 


6 


25 


. . 


• • 


24 


2 


7 


. • 


• t 


9 


8 


4 


. . 


• . 


9 


16 


11 


• • 


• • 


10 


I - 


40 








j •• 


17 


• • 


• t 


6 



Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the 1 
number entered during the Month » 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day . 
Smallest Number ditto d* tto _ , V 

Average Daily Morning Attendance dunug the Month 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 

Classes far Drawing and Designing Ornament 
Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing 
Class 4. Shading from the Flat • . • 

Class 3. Shading from Casts .... 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring . . • 

Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design . 

Classes for Drawing the Figure, with regard to 
Ornamental Design . 

Class 3. Elementary • • • 



Drapery 

Class 1. Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Hound 

Classes for Modelling . 

Elementary . 

Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and 
Original Designs ...» 



Class 2. 
Class 1. 



I have to offer a very brief report this month. The School having 
continued very full of pupils up to the commencement of the faster 
holidays, the list of applicants whom it has not been possible to anmi 
has increased to forty-nine. I find it necessary to remove some ot m 
benches, to make room for the increasing number of advanced studen , 
and it therefore becomes absolutely necessary to lumt the classes 
students to whom admission can be granted: artists, that is, pain 
and sculptors, are denied admission. I would recommend that copp 
plate and wood engravers be also not admitted. f . 

Mr. Poynter has been so good as to provide a model plan i 
School of Design, to serve as a guide in future to provincial c 
mittees. By means of this plan the extent and nature of the 
modation required is pointed out, and also the best mode of % j 
the rooms. The plan itself, of courae, would in each case be mo 

to suit circumstances. , , k aI1 d 

l have made, at different times, a few purchases ot dook ^ 
examples, which were offered at a very moderate price, and w 
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of use in the School. These purchases I request the Council to 
sanction. They are as follows : — 

£ #. d. 

Two very good Distemper Drawings, from Naples ; framed 

and glazed, at 15$. each 1 10 0 

A plate — Italian ware — with a copy from Annibale Carracci 2 5 0 
Seventy-nine casts of gems sent to Birmingham . . . 2 10 6 

Antiquities of Rome, by Desgodetz 2 2 6 

Pozzo’s Perspective 0150 

Volpato’s and R. Morghen's Engravings from Statues — a\ , - 

very useful and valuable work j-lou 

Cottingham's Westminster Abbey 0 16 0 

Tatham’s Ornaments 180 



£ 12 12 0 



Messrs. Broadfoot, Brand, and Thompson have engaged John 
Gilbert, a pupil in the School, as draughtsman, being the second engage- 
ment from the School by the same firm within three months. 

I think it desirable to add to the list of prizes ; namely, one prize of 
£2. 2$., and one of £l. 1$., for the junior or elementary Figure Class. 

During the last month eight students have been dismissed, in con- 
formity with the Rules, for irregular attendance. I have also to report, 
that the following twelve students are making no progress, and I 
recommend that, in terms of the Rules, they be dismissed. 



T. Blandford 

G. Davies 
G. Hewitt 
W. Mason 
J. Monson 
W. Longley 



H. Curtiss 
C. Larrence 
W. H. Green 
F. Radford 
J. Palfrey 
J. Micheal. 



I submit drawings from the Manchester and Glasgow Schools, for 
inspection. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director, 

^•~The foregoing Report was approved, and it was thereon 



1. That the thanks of the Council be expressed to Mr. Poynter 
or the architectural plan of a School of Design prepared by that 
gentleman fur the use of the School. 

v -That the purchases of Drawings, Books, and Casts, made by 
16 Director, be sanctioned. 

3. That the two additional Prizes recommended by the Director 

be granted. 

4. That the dismissal of eight students for irregular attendance, 
twelve for not making satisfactory progress, lie sanctioned. 
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The Director submitted the following estimate for examples pro- 
posed tobe furnished to the Provincial Schools, as recommended m 
the Inspector’s last Report : 



Coventry 

Books of Plates 
Gothic Casts 
Gothic Figures 

Biivningham : — 

Books of Plates 
Gothic Figures 

York : — 

Books of Plates 
Gothic Figures 

Newcastle : — 

Books of Plates 

Nottingham : — 

Books of Plates 
Gothic Casts 
Gothic Figures 

Glasgow : — 

Books of Plates 



£ *. 
29 12 
8 0 
3 3 

56 19 
3 3 

53 17 
3 3 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



48 12 0 



13 14 
8 0 
3 3 



20 14 0 



Sheffield : — . _ . 

Weitbrech’s Drawing Book) gp are copies on hand. 

Brown’s Perspective . . f 

X —The foregoing estimate was considered, and it was resolve 
that ,1* examples t&rei. specified be accordingly otdered, 
transmitted to the Provincial Schools. 

XI.— The amount of salary of each of the Marten ote 
Provincial Schools was taken into consideration, and a senes f 
marks and of recommendations thereon, was read by the Erector, 
but the Council deemed it expedient to defer the whole quest.o 
to a future Meeting for further consideration. 

XU.— Pursuant to directions given at the last Meeting, i • 
Dcvmdl reported, a, follow the time, of oxp.r. h.n^,* 
jieriods for which Annual Grants have been promised to 
vincial Schools. D . teof Klplf . llon of0ranU . 

25th March, 

1st August, 

26th December, 1845J 

31st January, 1846 

31st January, 18461 

2 1st March, 1846J 

1st August, 1846 1 

1st October, 1847 — -- ^ ^ 

The above dates are those from which the payment of annua 
commences; the period of duration being, in all eases, thre y 



Manchester 
York . 
Newcastle 
Sheffield • 
Nottingham 
Coventry . 
Birmingham 
Glasgow 



18451 

1845 V Three in 184:>. 



Four in 1846. 



One in 1847. 
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XIII. — A letter, dated March 25th, 1845, was read from 
Mr. Dobson, Master of the Birmingham School, announcing his 
intention to resign that office at Midsummer; and it was ordered 
that, under the circumstances stated by Mr. Dobson, his resigna- 
tion be accepted. 

XIV. The following Memorial was presented, and recom- 

mended to the favorable consideration of the Council bv Thomas 
Wyse, Esq., M.P. J 



To the President and Council of the Government School of Design, 
at Somerset House. 

The Memorial of the President and Provisional Committee of a 
proposed Branch School of Design, to be called “The South 
Metropolitan School of Design,” embracing the Boroughs of 
Southwark and Lambeth, and their vicinities. 

Sheweth, 



That your memorialists have viewed with pleasure and satisfaction 
the advantages resulting to the industrial classes of the population, 
from the course of instruction afforded at the School of Design at 
Somerset House, and are led to believe that the formation of a Branch 
school, on similar principles, in connection with the boroughs of 
bouthwark and Lambeth, would be attended with the like beneficial 



That the said boroughs and their localities are peculiarly favorable 
to such an object, comprehending as they do, within their limits, 
numerous large establishments and factories in the various branches of 
manufacture, and employing many thousands of artizans of all classes, 
to whom an institution, associating art with manufacture, might be 
rendered of incalculable advantage. 

That from the central position of the proposed School it is especially 
sui able as an elementary school on an extensive plan, for both sexes, 
m connection with the High School at Somerset House. 

1 hat your memorialists, from the progress made in obtaining sub- 
scriptions, and from the encouragement received since the formation of 
ne institution has been suggested, have every assurance that the 
ecessary amount of subscriptions will be forthwith collected, and that 
o nng further is required but the sanction and assistance of the 
ovemment Institution, in providing a Master or Masters, and fur- 
bnmg the usual pecuniary grant and supply of models, busts, and 
°mer requisites. 

ti 0 yf° Ur n J emor i a iists therefore respectfully request that their applica- 
t ^ ien * nto consideration* and that they may be informed to 

thp rJr 611 j , 7 ma y calculate on the assistance of the Government in 
ue Proposed object. 



On behalf of the President and Provisional Committee, 



W. Pritchard, 
Pr eudtmt. 

M 2 
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The foregoing Memorial having been read, it was resolved— 

That the Council receive it favorably; and that a special C °™‘ 
mittee of the Council be appointed, consisting of Mr. Wyse, Mr. 
Hawes, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Poynter, and Mr. Pellatt, to inspect and 
report on the fitness of the premises proposed to be appropriated to 
the Southwark Branch School. That the Committee do meet for 
this purpose on Saturday, the 5th of April, at three o clock, in the 
house of Mr. Pellatt ; and that Mr. Wilson be requested to attend 
the Meeting. 

XV Mr Deverell was authorised to employ Mr. Lipsham 

in the evening, at Is. 6 d. an hour, to give extra assistance m 
completing the preparation of the accounts for the last eigh 
years to be submitted to the I reasury. 

XVI Pursuant to notice at the last Meeting, Mr. Robertson 

was appointed Assistant-Master in the Glasgow School, at a 
salary of £70 per annum, to be made £100 by the Glasgow 
Committee. 

XVII —It was reported by the Secretary, that the Special Com- 
mittee appointed on the 21st of February, to prepare a Report to the 
Board of Trade on the subject of forming a separate estabhshmen 
for the elementary classes had not yet met; and the Council 
deeming it expedient to determine at once upon this impor an 
measure, appointed a Special Meeting of the Council to be held 
on Tuesday next, the 15th of April, at three o clock, to P re P 
and present to the Board of Trade a Report founded upon die 
fourth resolution of the Special Meeting of the Council on 
18th of February. 

Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , April 8lh , 1845. 

(Signed) 



COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 



(i Confirmed, Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 13.) 
1844-45. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , April 8th, 1845. 



A Special Meeting of the Council, summoned in conformity 
with the Rules, by a requisition to the Secretary, signed by three 
members of the Council, was held this day at Three o'clock. 



present 



In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman ; 

Blohe, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

D*ce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 
Milnf.s, RicnARD Monckton, Esq., M.l’. 
Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 



I. —The Chairman stated that the object of the Meetincrwas to 
« into consideration circumstances which had arisen out of a recent 
of thfp| ment ^ etw , een , ! ,,e Direc,or > Mr - Wilson, and the Master 

ananam . S r ° r, , hc * , S ure * Mr Herbert, nndtliat an immediate 
an gement was demanded. 
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XI. The Director then read a statement, respecting the circum- 

stances of the disagreement between himself and Mr. Herbert. 

III. — A statement of these circumstances, by Mr. Herbert, 
was als oread. 

The following letters were next read : — 

1. A letter from thirty-four students to the Secretary. 

2 A letter from thirty-four students to the Council. 

3. A letter from the Board of Trade, transmitting— 

4. A letter from thirty-four students to the Board of Trade. 

5. A letter from thirty-four students to the Lord Colborne. 

6. A letter from thirty-four students to Mr. Lefevre. 

IV. The facts of the case were considered ; and it was 

resolved — 

1 That the thirty-four students who signed the letter addressed to 
the Council be suspended, and that the class for the Figure do not 
meet until further directions are issued by the Council. 

2 That Mr. Wilson’s statement to the Council be sent to JUr. 
Herbert, in conformity with the Rules; and that the Council be sum- 
moned to meet on Saturday next, at two o’clock, to consider Mr. 

n^That^Mr. Herbert be requested to be in attendance at that 
Meeting. 



Adjourned. 
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Saturday , April 12 th 9 1845. 

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day at 
Two o’clock. 



present :• 



In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R S. 

Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

^ Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Special Meeting of the Council, 
on the 8th of April, were read and confirmed. 

II. — The Chairman stated the object of the Meeting to be — 
“ To take into further consideration the circumstances which have 
recently arisen out of a disagreement between the Director, Mr. 

' ilson, and the Master of the Classes for the Figure, Mr. Herbert ; 
to receive a statement from the latter gentleman, and to see him 
on the subject under consideration.” 



The following letters were then read 

1 • I' rom Mr . Burchett, a student, to the Secretary. 

• r rom thirty-five students to the Council, assigning reasons for 
ineir former communication to the Council. 

Miilo(k° ni students to the Council, respecting Mr. 



f„^i eVeral lettere NVere presented by Mr. Wilson, as furnishing a 
her account of Mr. Mulock’s proceedings. 
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' * 



IV. — Mr. Herbert being in attendance, as requested, read a reply 
to the statement made by the Director at the last Meeting of the 
Council, on the 8th instant. 

V. The facts and circumstances of the subject were fully dis- 

cussed, and it was resolved — 



That the Council having read Mr. Wilson’s statement relative to 
differences between him and Mr. Herbert, and having heard Mr. 
Herbert’s explanation, are of opinion that, as much misunderstanding 
appears to have existed on this occasion, it is not now expedient to 
pursue the matter further: that, at the same time, the Council are 
not insensible to the injurious effect upon the School of differences 
between gentlemen holding the offices of Director and Master, and 
purpose, on an early day, to take into consideration the best means 
of averting a consequence so prejudicial to the Establishment : and 
that the Council are of opinion that, under all circumstances, the 
authority entrusted by the Council to the Director of the School must 
be strictly maintained. 



VI. Mr. Wilson and Mr. Herbert were separately called m, 

and the Chairman read to each the foregoing Resolution. To 
Mr. Wilson a request was made to defer any proposition respect- 
ing himself until the subject announced in the Resolution shall 
have been considered; and, in reply to a question from w r. 
Herbert, it was stated that no censure to either was understood to 
be implied in the Resolution. 



Adjourned. 
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Tuesday , April 15/A, 1845. 

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day, at 
Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pkllatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

The Chairman stated that the object of the Meeting was to take 
into consideration the subject of forming a separate School of Design 
for the Elementary Classes, pursuant to a Minute of the last 
Monthly Meeting of the Council, on the 1st of April, which was 

read. 

The Resolutions in the Minutes of two Special Meetings of the 
Council, on the 18th aud 21st of February, relating to this ques- 
tion, were also read. 

A note was read from Mr. Lefevre, stating his inability to attend. 

The following draft of a Letter to the Board of Trade was 

then read : — 

Somerset House, 

April 15/A, 1845. 

1 am directed by the Council of the School of Design to request 
urn to bring under the consideration of the Lords of the Committee of 
1 nv y Council for Trade certain alterations, which the Council deem 
Sonierset H arran £ ement3 f° r instruction in the Head School at 

n J! le I )rese nt Director. Mr. Wilson, having had the experience of 
l0 V years in directing the School, the Council have considered it 
Lord pf ^y* preparatory to making their Annual Report to the 
j n f" e Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to ascertain whether, 
the ! .°P lni ° n » the School is conducted in the way best suited to attain 
° ^ or which it was founded. They accordingly called upon the 



186 



Director to report to the Council upon the subject ; and the Report, 
thus made in pursuance of the wish of the Council, I herewith enclose. 

At a Meeting, especially summoned on the 18th of February last, the 
Council read and considered this Report, and came to the following 
Resolutions : — 

1. That the Council having taken into consideration the Director’s 
Report, and their attention having been particularly directed to the 
increased number of voung students in Elementary Drawing, for 
whom accommodation is not sufficiently provided, and to the con- 
sequent augmentation of expense, and obstruction of the original 
objects of the Institution, is of opinion that, in order to place the 
School on the most efficient footing, and in the position which it 
was originally intended to hold as a High School ot Design, the 
School of Design and the Elementary Drawing School be separated 

2. That, for this purpose, it appears to the Council to be advisable 
to establish, or encourage the establishment or maintenance of, one 
or more separate Schools, in which Elementary Drawing shall lie 
taught on a system to be laid down by the Council, and to be under 
the occasional inspection of the Director. 

As the carrying these Resolutions into effect will involve some in- 
crease in the expense of the School, and in the estimate about to be 
proposed to Parliament, I am directed by the Council to enter into the 
following explanation of the grounds upon which these alterations are 
considered necessary, and of the mode in which it is proposed to carry 

them into effect. , „ ... , , 

The School at Somerset House was on gmally established as abciiooi 
of Design in Ornamental Art, and for the special purpose of teaching 

its application to manufactures. , , , , orv 

It was assumed that onlv such as were acquainted with Elementary 
Drawing would be admitted, and it was not until the School was to 
some time established that it was found that nearly all who applied^ 
admission were, in fact, unable to draw, and thus it became n 5 ce * sa £ 
teach them to draw before attempting to give any instruction mW*- 
This necessity still continues to exist ; and the Council tee 
elementary instruction must continue to be provided ; for wimst 
essential to the formation of designers, it is also necessary to a nu 
body of workmen ; to those, in fact, who have to execute the mvem 
of the designer, which however tasteful they may be, must a F ’ 
in no small measure, for the effect which they am to ^ 

upon the taste and skill of the workman. It is as necessary ne ^ 
educate workmen in Drawing Schools as it is to educate ^ 

Schools of Design. It is also, in many instances, from workme 
designers for manufacturers art* formed, and those among* 1 c0in - 
who are gifted with sufficient abilftybcCOIttC dcttgn®I*>WluWO ^ nl - 
plete their course of study in the Elementary School. *urt er stan tly 
modation then is necessary, not only on account of the C ° hitherto 
increasing demand for instruction, but because the instruction 
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afforded is gradually creating a body of students fitted to study 
in advanced classes, for whom no adequate accommodation exists • 
and the Council perceives insuperable difficulty in carrying on both 
branches of instruction in Somerset House ; as the arrangements neces- 
sary for the proper instruction of the higher class, and which must 
admit of ample space for examining and copying the objects of orna- 
mental art which Parliament has provided, are incompatible with those 
which are requisite for the necessarily more numerous class of elemen- 
tary pupils; and it would not be possible to teach these different classes 
either together in different parts of the School, or at different times in 
the present apartments. 

Neither is it possible with the present establishment of Teachers to 
do justice to both classes of students. 

Ihe Elementary Class of pupils should, as the Council conceives, 
with a view to enable them to profit by the higher instruction, be well 
grounded in elementary drawing • and although it may be supposed 
that this mi^ht easily be obtained by the parties themselves, the Council 
has ascertained that it is impossible to obtain proper instruction at a 
moderate rate, or even to obtain, at any expense, that kind and amount 
of instruction in. ornamental drawing which is necessary in the first 
place to form designers for manufactures ; and they think that at present 
the teaching in the elementary branches should be conducted by persons 
in connection with, and under the control of the Council. 

The Council esteem it necessary that in the Elementary School the 
following course of instruction should be afforded: — 

1. Free-Hand Drawing of Ornament, in Outline. 

2. Ditto ditto ditto, with Shading. 

3. Geometrical Drawing and Perspective. 

4. Elementary Figure Drawing. 

5. Elementary Modelling. 

To give instruction in these branches to pupils in Somerset House, 
many of whom are very young, must necessarily occupy too great a por- 
jon of the time of the present Masters and of the Director, to admit of 
loir devoting any but an inadequate portion of their exertions to the 
os important portion of the students who are fit to receive the higher 
course of instruction. 6 

i(lIV ma n alS0 be observe<1 tbat * want of room, it is impossible to 
* , . a pplicants; and that a certain portion of tnose who 

abili^a found ’ u P° n . lrial ’ exhibit little or no natural 
ne y or drawin g > so that while they are undergoing the probation 
sak \° ascertabl this with due fairness, it is certain that for their 
rea v, e } onefits of the Institution are denied toothers who might more 
shnni J ? Jr ° , by tbem > an( i xt I 8 very desirable that only such pupils 
vorni e admitted to the Head School as can exhibit the mostunequi- 
,a Proofs of ability. 1 

th e cor f° VC are tbe Palpal reasons which have led the Council to 
that th C i° n tbat tbe elementar y instruction should be continued, but 
others , 1T ! entar . v pupils should be instructed separately from the 
> a nd the Council accordingly propose, with the sanction of Her 
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Majesty’s Government, that a separate Elementary School in London 
should be established, to which all pupils should be sent who apply to 
be admitted in the School at Somerset House, and who are not, in the 
opinion of the Director, sufficiently advanced in the requisite knowledge 
for admission to the Head School. _ . 

That this Elementary School should be in immediate connection with 
that at Somerset House, and under the superintendence of the Director. 

That two Masters be provided, at salaries of £150 and of £100 per 
annum respectively, to give elementary instruction, with an attendant 

and messenger at £60 per annum. 

That a Mistress for an Elementary School of Females be appointed, 
at a salary of £120 per annum, with a female attendant at £30. The 
expense of lighting, warming, and miscellaneous matters, being esti- 
mated at £190 ; making a total of £650 per annum : it being expected 
that the amount of Fees will be adequate to the payment of the rent. 

That the pupils at this School, when sufficiently advanced, be ad- 
mitted to the Head School at Somerset House. 

If the arrangements here proposed by the Council, with respect to the 
establishment of an Elementary School, receive the sanction of Her 
Majesty’s Government, the higher instruction in the School of Design 
can be proceeded in with much greater facility and effect. 

^ This instruction consists of — 

1. The advanced study of Ornament and Composition. 

2. Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from Casts. 

3. The theory and practice of Coloring and Painting from 

Examples. 

4. Painting from Nature. 

5. Painting of the Figure, as connected with Ornament. 

6. The application of Ornamental Design to various branches ot 
Decoration and Manufacture. 

7. Modelling of the Figure, of Ornament, and from Nature. 

Although the withdrawal of the Elementary Class from the Head 
School will enable the Masters to ajiply themselves esepciaUy to tne 
instruction of the higher class, yet the Council think that some additions 
aid to their present staff of Teachers is absolutely necessary, in orttf 
more effectively to carry out the higher branches of teaching than 
hitherto been possible, especially as regards the teaching of painting 

every kind. , A i • u er 

According to the existing arrangements with regard to tne rng 
classes, the study of the Figure, as connected with Ornament, is taug 
in the Evening School. 

Ornamental Design and Modelling are also taught m the event 
and it is proposed to appoint an additional Master, competent 0 ‘ 

painting in the Morning School, both of the Figure and of Orna 
at a salary of £170 per annum. . . i ence 

The Director will continue, as heretofore, his general superiniei 
of the studies of the Head School, and, in addition, will superm ... ^ 
direct the operations of the proposed Elementary School, ire u 
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specially instruct those who are now preparing themselves, or who may 
at any time be called upon to prepare themselves, for becoming Teachers 
in the Branch or Provincial Schools; besides performing his usual 
routine of duties connected with his management of the Branch 
Schools. 

The Council is also of opinion that a course of Lectures should be 
given upon the History and Principles of the Arts of Design ; also 
on their application to Manufactures. The additional expend of this 
at £^30 eCtUrere ex P res8 *y appointed for the purpose, may be estimated 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

To Mn Q. Shaw Lefivre, E,o. W R ‘ DeVERELL ’ 

Ifc. Sfc. 

The foregoing draft letter was considered and approved ; and 
the Council having fully discussed the subject, it was resolved that 
this letter be transmitted to Mr. Lefevre, with a request that he 
mil bring it before the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
or Trade, &c., together with the following Resolutions thereon 
now passed : — 

s i!' , Th r at L in . orde . r *? carr y out the Ejects of the Government 
bchool of Design, it is necessary that an Elementary School be 
established in connection with the Head School at Somerset House 

Elpmp 11 ?" * e . en f lre , contr ?, 1 of the Council; so that, from such 
lementary School, the pupils who are sufficiently advanced in their 
tudies may be selected for prosecuting the study of the higher 
branches of Ornamental Art in the Head School. S 

2. That a Committee of the Council has inspected a building late 
S P JfJ en r,i M , USeUm ’ *? I th 5 niack «ars*-road, Southwark, and has 
xmJl h u 11 * 8 . We ) 1 adapted to, and can be obtained for, the 
purpose of such a School. 

1" ° rder to carry into effect these important propositions 
n additional annual grant from Parliament, to the amount of £65o’, 

, e nec essary for establishing an Elementary School ; and that a 

School f thC meanS ° f lnStrUCtmg the hi g her classes in the Head 

ComnIiUee 9t an d i Mr ' P ° yntCr ’ as a membcr o( «He Special 
road that t k PP ° in V* 1 . 1 t0 ms P ect the b »ilding in Blackfriars’- 
Wof rpnn-r pr °i bub e ex P ense of putting in the requisite 
£700. P ' r '° r ' be P ur P ose8 of 'he proposed School, would be 

Adjourned. 
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Wednesday , April 23rd , 1845. 

A Special Meeting of the Council was held, this day at 
Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman . 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dtce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

Knight, Henry Gally, M.P. 

'M Lefevre, John George Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

I —The Chairman stated that the Meeting had been summoned 
by a requisition of the following Members of the Council— 

The Lord Colborne Edward Blore, Esq. 

W. R. Hamilton, Esq. Ambrose Poynter, Esq. 

to take into consideration the present state of the Head School, 
with regard to the Classes for the Figure. 

II. — The Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council, on the 
12th of April, were read and confirmed. 

III. — A letter was read which had been addressed to Lord 
Colborne, as Chairman, by the Director, Mr. Wilson, containing 
remarks upon the circumstances under consideration, respee jOp 
the Figure Class, and a suggestion as to a mode of resume 
the studies of that Class. 

The subject was then generally discussed ; and it was * ,nanl 
mously resolved — 

That the Council express their satisfaction at Mr. Wilson s ^corn^ 

munications, and at tne honorable and disinterested nun 
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which he has endeavoured to meet the difficulties of the present 
circumstances of the School. v 

That the Council, fully sensible of Mr. Wilson’s talents and zeal 
• and of the essential service which he has rendered to this Institution’ 
are satisfied of the importance of supporting his authority over all 
the Masters and Students. 

Mr. Ker read a letter which had been addressed bv Mr. 
Eastlake to Mr. Wilson. J 

The Council then proceeded to consider how far it is expedient 
to continue the study of the Figure as hitherto pursued, and 
resolved — 

L That, as it is the intention of the Council to reconstruct the 
iigure School, and as the Class is at present suspended, it is not 
expedient to summon it to meet again. 

2. That a Special Committee be appointed to enquire into the 
subject of the Figure School, and to report their opinion thereon to 
the Council. 

3. That the same Committee be instructed to confer with the 
Board of Trade respecting the establishment of a separate Elemen- 
tary School, as proposed in the letter from the Council to the Board 
of Trade. 

4. That the Committee do consist of the following Members of 
the Council — 

Blore, Edward Esq., F.R.S. Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Etty, W ilham, Esq., R.A. Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A . 

Hamilton, W. R., Esq., F.R.S. 

A note was read from Mr. Burchett, a student, p resent i no- a 
copy of a letter which had been addressed to Lord Colborne'hv 
le shidents who have been suspended. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , May 6th, 1845. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 14.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , May 6th, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colbornf., Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Lefevrb, John George Shaw, Esq., F R.S. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poyntkr, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

1. — 1. The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting oi the 
Council, on the 1st of April, were confirmed. 

It was ordered — That in divisions upon any question deter- 
mined by the Council, the names of the Members who vote be not 
entered on the Minutes, unless special directions to that effect e 
given at the time. 

2. The Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council, on t ie 
15th of April, respecting the proposed Elementary School, we 
confirmed. 

3. The Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council, on ' ie 
23rd of April, respecting the Figure Class, were confirmed. 

4. The following Minutes of aMeeting of the Corresponds 
Committee were read and confirmed. 
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Tuesday, April 29th, 1845. 

PRESENT : 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair ; 

Dyce, William, Esq., A.R.A. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. The Director partly read and explained the contents of twenty-seven 

letters received in his office since the last Meeting of the Committee. 
The following were referred to the notice of the Council 

Mr F Le rn rf.me RiChard WeStmacott and Mr - Easttake, recommending 
of r "I* c,i "K *" E»hibW.„ 

ihe s»d»». 

From M. le Du-ecteur de l’Ecole des Beaux Arts, respecting the 
present of the Casts of the Gates from Florence. 

From Mr. Gruner, respecting his proceedings in execution of his 
commission from the Council. 

tiles™ 1 * 1 ^ lnton ’ Staff °rd»hire, presenting specimens of encaustic 

l>rom Mr. M‘Manus, Glasgow, and Mr. Jackson and Mr. Wallis 
Manchester, respecting the specimens of Ornamental Manufacture 
circulated by the Council. 

durhj thlTa^raontir 3 * 1 C ° PieS ° f ™ io “ letters which he had written 

P res , ent ^’ a “ (1 , in P art read, seventy-four letters 
the foUo^Lg e ^ eCr ' I7 S ° ffiCe ‘ Unng thC m ° nth ° f Apri1, coru P risin K 

th th ? Manchester Mechanics’ Institute, expressing thanks for 
the Examples lent by the Council to their late Exhibition. 

of suWri Copeland, M P., guaranteeing the requisite amount 

subscription for the proposed School in the Staffordshire Potteries. 

« No,wich - f " "» 

transmit ^ Secretaries aad Treasurers of the Provincial Schools, 

and n^ ttmg p 5' ntc , d P a V eN and statements respecting the accounts 
<wu progress of each School. 

Boan)" 1 Tre 3 , tetters an<1 documents, from the students and from the 
Mr. Wornell * ndat * n ff *° ^ ie su * , j ect of the Figure Class, and to 

\Ii' l [) ti rS ° n t ^ e usua ^ Business of the Secretary’s office. 

in reply the . n re P ort< ‘d> and partly read copies of, letters written 

Ijj Q ot " envlBc » since the last meeting of tlie Committee. 

T he foil!,', 6 Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools were read. 
ln g is an abstract of their contents : — 



in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of March, 1845 
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Adjourned. 
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The thanks of the Council were ordered to be expressed to 
p,°" s - kmzot, for the valuable present of the casts of the gates of 
Ghiberti ; also to Sir James Campbell, for a fine specimen of a 

“r “ ' abMo,h ! “ d '» 

The expediency of ascertaining the fitness of the rooms pro- 

P M S i k ? r ( 0I o a, f d t0 ,h ^ Sd,00ls abou ‘ to be opened at 
Norwich and at Stoke-upon-Trent was considered; and Mr 

Wilson was directed to visit each of those places for this purpose 
as early as he cau conveniently do so. ^ 

5. The following Minutes of two Meetings of the Special 
C1 ’“- propo * , ' <l 

Wednesday, April 30/A, 1845. 

The Special Committee on the Figure Class, and on the senarate 
Elementary School, met this day at Two o'clock. ^ 

present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chain 

Blork, Edward, Esq. 

Ettt, William, Esq., R.A. 

Potnter, Ambrose. Esq* 

Wbstmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P.* 

of Anri| le -.n Il " U ^ 8 ° f . tlie s l’ ecial Meeting of the Council, on the 23rd 
A P'il, appointing the present Committee, was read. 

stating thatf at Thi^M ^♦k- 84 ?’ wa ? read from Board of Trade, 

Trade S w5l . dock th ' s da >’ the President of the Board of 

-•*4 '££££; sST~ “ c °" re ' “ pon ,he 

•lie Committee bovine taken into consideration tin, object of 

With Lord DalTmu^^ *° L he B o ard of T . rade > and had an interview 
School was sti^l o a°i'- h i m ‘l P r ?P« s,t,on of forming an additional 
subject should I.p ’ * a ^'*1 V >pd ?) n p informed the Committee, that the 
to ‘he Council b ldered b y t,le Board, and a reply be transmitted 

Adjourned. 

ltei "g e, ^'ian V rr.wc™!u 0 wnr U .'l 1 “ Ucmlc,l , by i " vi,ation of th ® Committer, U 
y mint with the subject unilrr rotuwteraHon. 



N 2 



19G 



Monday , May 5 th, 1845. 

A Meeting of the Special Committee on the Figure Class, appointed 
by the Council, on the 23rd of April, was held this day at Three 
o’clock. 

present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Lefevre, John George Siiaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. The several complaints and replies by Mr. Wilson and Mr. Her- 
bert, respecting the discipline and instruction in the Class for the figure, 
were laid before the Committee; also the remonstrances of the students 
of the class, severally addressed to the Board of Trade, the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairmen, and Council, in which remonstrances the writers had 
taken upon themselves to criticise, and pass judgment on the merit and 
qualifications of the Master of the class, and the Director of the 

School. . . . 

II. After due consideration, of the circumstances of the case, the 

Committee resolved to recommend to the Council the adoption of the 
following resolutions : — , 

1. That the students of the Figure Class, who have signed one or 
more of the above-mentioned remonstrances, do continue excluded 
from the advantages of the School ; and that none of them be re 
admitted but on special application in each case to the Director, in 
which they shall acknowledge in proper terms the impropriety o 
their conduct, and express their willingness to conform themselves 
in every respect to all the regulations of tlie School as the same may 
be notified to them by the Director ; and unless they shall signitv 
their bond fide intention of seeking instruction exclusively as deco- 
rators, or de signers for manufactures. , 

% That theTSrectbr be requested to prepare a scheme tor m 
re-construction of the Evening Figure Class, to be submitted, it P*“ 
sible, to the Council, at their Meeting to-morrow ; and tiia • 
scheme be based on the principle that no pupils should be a 
into it, who either do not attend the Ornament School in the m 
ing, or who are not known or certified to the Director as 11 . 
decoraters, or engaged in designing for manufactures. 

3. That in conformity with the general principles on wmc 
Government School of Design is constituted, this class must tic, 
continue to be, as are all the other classes, under the inspec 
the Director, and subject to his controling authority. 

4. That whenever the Figure Class shall be re-constnicte< , ‘ 
proposed, and the regulations for it, prepared and submi m > 
Director, shall have Wen approved by tbo Council* 

be taken for the re-admission of pupils into it, under t e 
sanction, and on the principle above stated. 

Adjourned. 
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If . —The Di ivctor, in compliance with the request of the Special 
Committee on the Figure Class, read a statement of his proposi- 
tions for the re-construction of that class, and was directed to 
reduce the same to a concise and methodical form, to be printed 
and circulated among the Members of the Council* previous to 
their further consideration of the subject. 

III.— The Director read his Monthly Report for April, as 

follows : — 



Attendance of the Students in the Schools at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of April, 1845. 





Somerset 

House. 


Spi Oil- 
fields. 




Mor 


. Ev. 


i 

jFem. 




Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the] 
number entered during the Mouth 


113 


189 


57 


194 


Morning School : 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 


94 

72 

SI 


• • 
• • 


53 

42 

49 


17 

10 

14 


Evening School : — 

LargestNumber who have attended ou any one Evening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto . 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 


• • 
• • 
• • 


142 

84 

115 


•• 


161 

140 

150 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 










Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 

Wass 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing . . . 
Class 4. Shading from the Fiat .... 

C ass 3. Shading from Cast 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring 

Class!. Practice of Ornamental Design . . . . 


66 

13 

5 

8 

13 


86 

23 

5 

6 
12 


• • 
• • 
• • 


160 

24 

10 

9 

15 


Chute, for Drawing the Figure, with regard to 
Ornamental Design . 

Class 3. Elementary . . . 

^ “rawing from the Hound, and Study of) 

Class ) . . P fy *••••• • • . J 

• Faulting m Chair'-oecuro fVom the Hound . 


• • 


6 


• • 




C/asses for Modelling. 

^2. Elementary . . 

Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 
Original Designs . . 


• • 


2 

15 


• • 
• • 


6 
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Notwithstanding the advanced season, when the students usually 
diminish, the School continues to be well attended, both morning and 

evening. . 

- A considerable number of the students are engaged in the prepara- 
tion of designs, or other specimens of their work in competition for the 
prizes offered by the Council ; and notwithstanding the diminution of 
the number of competitors by late events, it appears to me that there is 
a favorable promise for the ensuing Exhibition of specimens. Works 
of considerable magnitude have been commenced, and I am afraid that 
it may not be possible to finish them for the beginning of June, and 
that it will therefore be advisable to delay fixing the time of the Exhi- 
bition, until next Council Meeting. 

The progress of the pupils in the Female School is very satisfac- 
tory ; and their contributions to the Exhibition this year will be of a 
much more important character in every respect, than any specimens 
yet exhibited by them. 

Mrs. M‘Ian expresses her wish to the Council, through me, that the 
Female School should meet daily as follows From the 1st of March 
to the end of the Session, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., and during the rest of 
the year from \ before 12 to \ before 3. 

No inconvenience will, in my opinion, be the result of this arrange- 
ment, so far as the pupils are concerned, while it will be of great 
advantage to Mrs. M‘Ian : I therefore trust that I may be permitted to 
recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Council. 

I request also, on Mrs. MTan’s part, that an arm chair be provided 

for her use. .... r 

I recommend for purchase, an admirable painting, in imitation ot a 
bronze relief, by Sauvage ; it will be of great use as a copy : the price 

is £6. . 

Sir James Campbell, of Glasgow, haviug inspected the specimen ot a 
French table-cloth exhibited lately in the School [there, presents to the 
Council a specimen of Scotch manufacture, which he thinks superior m 

every respect. , 

Mr. Minton, of Stoke-upon-Trent, also presents to the Council several 



specimens of his encaustic tiles. . , 

A public meeting, and Exhibition of the works, of the students in tne 
School of Design at Nottingham was held on Thursday, the 24th o 
April, and a report of the proceedings has been forwarded to me. 

The moulds from casts in the Head School, which the Counci 
ordered to be prepared in December last, are now finished ; andcas 
from them have been sent to Binning hum, Sheffield, and Spitalnel s. 
those for the other Schools will be forwarded as soon as P 08Slb ‘ e * 
have examined the casts, and think them very good indeed, and 
they will be a most useful addition to the provincial collections. 

Having been instructed by the Committee upon the class or ^ 
Figure, to draw un a statement of my views as to the manner in " 
that class ritonM Dt '-'inducted, I have done so. - go me 

l have supposed the existence of a separate elementary class " ^ 
sort, without which it appears to me impossible to form an a 
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class of the kind which I recommend. I am desirous that ,l 
evening, there should be no elementary class of the W L Jth 

«— h Caught „ ^ h?r b "° 

The Elementary School might thus be classified 

An elementary figure class, 2 hours. 

I he drawing of ornament, 2 hours. 

Architectural drawing and perspective. 2 hours. 

r S f‘!5t C ^r: V . .rT 0 ^ 83 “ ‘ ],eSeclass «> whether held here 




- * O. — '-vAVAmg, 

t ornamentfiLdesign.and composition 
ccording to circumstances, with equa 



equal regularity. 
(Signed) 



divide these classes 



C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 

JhtL°» ? ep0 ^ W f a eP roved 5 the proposed alteration in 
ana udner b S WK a ' ,Ce ! he School was sanctioned ; and 

«SS Vage ' ^ a Chair for Mrs - M-Ian, were ordered, 

Tuesday, May 6th, 1845. 

rhe Flnance Committee met this day at One o’clock. 

PRESENT : 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., m the Chair; 
Blohe, Edward. Esq. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Lkfbvrb, John Geohob Shaw, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pell att, Apslky, Esq. 

Jttis^lv^X? tK nd u harKe8WBre f“ mined ai’d approved, 
Payment. ‘ t,,at the y be recommended to the Council for 
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The usual Monthly payments of 
Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for May .... 

Mr. Dyce, ditto 

Mr. Herbert, ditto . * • * * 

Mr. Deverell, ditto ..... 

Mr. Townsend, ditto 

Mr. Hammersley, ditto 

Mr. Murdoch, ditto 

Mr. Stewart, ditto • . • • 

Mrs. M‘Ian, ditto 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, ditto . . . 

Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, for March 
Miss Waterhouse, 4 4 Weeks, to 30th April 

Provincial Masters: — 

Glasgow . .Mr. M'Manus, for May 
Coventry . . Mr. Evans, • ditto 

Birmingham . Mr. Dobson, ditto 

Ditto . . . Mr. Kyd, ditto 

Sheffield . . Mr. Spratt, ditto 

Nottingham . Mr. Thompson, ditto 

Manchester . Mr. Wallis, ditto 

Ditto . . . Mr. Findon, ditto 

York . . . Mr. Patterson, ditto 

Newcastle . Mr. Scott, ditto 

With regard to cheques for the Salaries to the Officers 
and Masters, both of the Metropolitan and Branch 
Schools, the Committee directed that, for the future, 
they be not drawn until the month succeeding that in 
which the Salaries are due. 

Monthly Advance for Wages and Petty Cash Payments , 25 0 0 / 

Messrs. Clowes, for Printing 24 14 0 . 

Two Quarters* Land Tax, to 25th March last . . . . 11/6/ 

Two Quarters’ Poor Rates, to 29th September next . . 12 15 0 * 

Mr. Brucciani, for Work in the Head School, and for Casts 27 0 0y 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, Supplies for one quarter 16 13 6y 

Gas Company, Supply for April 11 2 n*/ 

Nottingham School, charge for School Furniture ... 20 5 U , 

Messrs. Chapman and Hall, for the Drawing Book . . 250 0 0T 

Manchester School, on account of £150 granted fori 35 5 6 
School Furniture • 

The following tabular statement of Balances due to each of the 
Branch Schools, to the 30th of April, 1845, on account of Grants 0 
Annual Aid was examined ; and it was resolved, that at present it be 
recommended to the Council to pay those only for which applic atl ° n 
has been made, namely : — 

Birmingham . £114 13 1 

Spitalfields ... 60 13 8 



£ a. d. 
33 6 8 
8 6 8 
16 13 4 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 
4 3 4 
4 3 4 

4 3 4 
12 10 0 

8 6 8 

5 0 0 

4 14 6 



12 10 0 
8 6 8 
9 3 4 
5 16 8 
12 10 0 
8 6 8 
10 0 0 
5 16 8 
8 6 8 
9 3 4 
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The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank Book, 
Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance: — 



6th May, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of 

Schools jit 
Somerset House, 
and SpilalAelds, 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 




£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Balance at last Audit) 
on 1st April . ./ 


811 2 11 


3,883 8 4 


2,075 9 2 


6,770 0 5 


Dr. 

To Amount of Fees 
received for April : — 

Male School — 
Morning .£16 2 0 
Evening .16 7 0 
Female School 5 8 0 


37 17 0 






37 17 0 




848 19 11 


3,883 8 4 


2,075 9 2 


6,807 17 5 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 j 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 ' 
On a / c of ditto No. 3 


278 16 10 


1 17 6 


113 6 8 


394 1 0 


Balance in the Bank ) 
. 6th May, 1845 . f 


570 3 1 


3,881 10 10 


1,962 2 6 


6,413 16 5 



(Examined) THOMAS F. GIBSON. 



The Committee received from the Director a statement of his 
account of the expenditure of £1,400 advanced to him by the Council 
in June, July, and August 1844, for the purchase of examples of orna- 
mental art in Paris ; and Mr. Deverell was directed to take charge 
of the document, with the bills and vouchers relating to it. 

The Committee took into consideration the expediency of simplifying 
the present mode of making the numerous monthly payments by m eans 
of separate cheques, each* requiring the signature of two members of 
the Council, besides that of the Secretary, and resolved to recommend 
to the Council — 

That, with a view to ensure regularity in the payments made by 
the Council, and to relieve the Secretary or other officers from the 
responsibility of making large cash payments, it be referred to the 
Finance Committee to make an arrangement for the payment, in 
future, of all salaries and expenses, except those of the weekly wages 
and petty cash account, through the medium of a banker. 
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A draft of the Estimate of expenditure for 1845-46 was presented 
but consideration qf it was ordered to he postponed until a replj shall 
have been received from the Board of Trade respecting the proposition 
of forming a separate Elementary School. B V oposmon 

Mr Deverell presented the following draft of the Balance Sheet of 
Ex P endlture financial year ending the 30th of April, 

84a, but examination of it was postponed to the Special Meeting to 
be summoned for consideration of the Annual Report, and Estimate 

Balance Sheet of Receipts and Payments for the Year 1844-45 
terminating 30th April, 1845. 



Dr. 



RECEIPTS. 



1. To Balance from last Audit, 

30th April, 1845, namely — 

On account of Fund No. 1 , 
for Somerset House . . £709 

On account of Cash in the 
hands of the Secretary , 5 

On account of Fund No. 2 , for 
Outfit of Provincial Schools 1,969 
On account of Fund No. 3, for 
Annual Aid to Provincial 
Scllools 1,139 



14 7 



9 5 
9 1 



5 6 



138 

189 

55 



II. Io Amount of Parliament- 
AKy Grant received for the 
year 1844-45— 

On account of Fund No. 1 , for 
Somerset House . . . 2 , 209 16 9 

On account of Fund No. 3 , for 
Annual Aid to Provincial 
Schools 2,130 0 0 

HI. To Amount received on ac- 
count of Fund No. 2 , for 
OuTirr Supplies of Exam- 
IV S? es * of Art > Furniture, &c. 

■ to Amount of Fees received 
in the Head School, Somer- 
set House, namely — 

In the Male School/ ^ orn . in S 
t I Evening 

In the Female School . 



3,823 18 7 



Total Amount of Receipts in the) 
x ear ending 30th April, 1845 . } 



4,339 16 9 



5,000 0 0 



382 16 0 



13,546 11 4 
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PAYMENTS. 



Cr. 



PAYMENTS. 



Section I. — By Payments on account of the 
Head School of Design at SOMERSET 
HOUSE ; being charged to Fund No. 1. 

1. Salaries— 

Director, 12 Months, at £400 per annum 
— (C.V. 1,29,57, 105, 142, 155, 197,226, 

258, 303) 

Master of Morning School, 1 Month, at 

£ 175 per annum— (28) 

Master of the Figure Class, 12 Months, at 
£200 per annum — (4, 31, 59, 109, 153, 
157, 199, 228, 260, 307) . . . . . 

Modelling Master, 6 Months and 7 Days, 
at £85 per annum — (8, 34, 63, 112) . . 

Master of the Evening School, and Model- 
ling Class, 9 Months, at £150 per annum 
—(111, 132, 160, 203, 230, 262, 305) . 

Assistant-Secretary, 12 Months, at £200 
per annum — (5, 32, 58, 107,135, 158,200, 

229, 261, 304) 

Clerk, 9 Months, at £75 per annum— (9, 
35, 62, 108,136,159, 201) . . . . 

Superintendent of the Female School, 12 
Months, at £150 per annum (12, 36, 64, 
110, 125, 140, 164, 207, 234, 266, 297) . 
Mr. M'Manus, as Probationary Teacher— 

(33, 61) 

Mr. Hammersley, 11 
Months— (113, 139, 

161, 217, 231, 263, 

300) 45 16 8 

Mr. Murdoch, 7i 
Months— <138, 162, 



Three 
Assistant- 
Masters, ( 
at £50 per 
annum. 



218, 232, 264, 301) 30 
Mr. Stewart, 7i 

Months— (137, 163, 

219, 233, 265, 302) 30 



4 4 



4 4 



2. Expenses of the Female School-— 

Miss Waterhouse, for Instruction in Draw- 
ing for Wood Engraving, 44£ Weeks, to 
30th April, 1845— (13, 37, 65, 165, 267, 
296, 330) 

Carried forward . . . , £ 



400 0 0 

14 11 8 

200 0 0 
44 5 4 

112 10 0 

200 0 0 
57 1 8 

150 0 0 
27 16 11 



106 5 4 




1,312 10 11 



1,312 10 11 
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P AY M ENTS — (continued ) . 



Brought forward .... 

Expenses of the Female School— continued, 

At o t nf n i da I U ( ^ arah Hu S hes )> 52 Weeks, to 
30th April i845-(as per Analysis of 
Petty Cash Account) 

Mr. Shuffrey, Furniture — (187) 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account— (as 
per Analysis) 

3. Wages— 

At _^ n dant in the School (John Hughes), 

W 3 *’ P er week (Analysis 
oi Petty Cash Account) 

Ditto (W. Mapleson), 47 Weeks, at £l! 3s. 
per week . 

Ditto (ditto), 5 Weeks, at £ 1 . 5 *. p' er week 

House Servant (Sarah Hughes), 52 Weeks, 
at 10$. per week . . 

4. Taxes?— 

Poor’s Rate— (23, 131, 245) . . . 

Sewer Rate, 2 Quarters — ( 54 ) . . 

Land Tax— (119) ..... 



£ s. 

46 14 



26 0 
1 15 



0 16 4 



59 16 
54 1 
6 5 



26 0 0 



5. Printing — 

Messrs. Clowes, for Printing Minutes, Re- 
ports, Prospectuses, Circulars, &c.— (48, 
100, 190,277,326) . 

C ’ u TA Y„ 0I i EET and Dbawing Materials— 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, for Paper, 
hohos, Binding, and Office Stationery 
—(50, 97, 223, 325) .... 

Amount from Petty Cash— (as per Analysis) 

Drawing Materials — 

Mr. Roberson, for Colors, Canvas, Easels: 
&<;•— (73, 99, 191, 308) ... 

Mi\ Wallis, for Varnish— (188) . ! 

U " d , n . es Petty Cash Account— (as 
per Analysis) ...... 

‘ * J? oeseh old Expenses — 

28 S o, S 2 8 5 enS ™ an ’ ^ C ° als ~ (18fi ’ 222, 

M g® r ^P° swe11 and'Faux, for ‘ditto— '(45’, 



18 8 
4 3 



3 15 0 



9? 16 1 

V 14 4 



75 19 3* 

0 15 8 

4 I2‘ 1 



£ 8. d. 

1,312 10 11 




75 6 4 



146 2 0 



26 8- 4 



110 4 6 



99 10, 5 



81 7 0 
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PAYMENTS — ( continued ). 



Brought forward ...» 

Household Expenses — continued. 

Mr. Broad, for Candles, Oil, Firewood, &c. 
—(76, 94, 192, 292; 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account — (as 
per Analysis) ........ 

8. Gas — 

The Chartered Gas Company, for Supply, 
12 Months— (25, 46, 72, 98, 220, 248, 
295) 

9. Drawing Book — 

Mr. Hulmandel, for Lithographic Work — 
(79) 

Messrs. Chapman and Hall, for 2,500 copies 
of the Drawing Book, published by the 
Council — (323) 



10. Books and other Articles, and Expenses 
for the School and the Council. 

A. Lending Library — 

Mr. Weale, for Books — (70, 247) 

Mr Bickers, for ditto — (82, 144) 

Mr. Lumley, for ditto — (121) 

Mr. Cobbett— (148) . 

Mr. Stibbs — (252, 281) 

Mr. McDonald — (281a) 

Mr. Dodson— (2816) . 

Mr. Waller — (281c) . 

Mr. Mudie — (28 Id) . 

Mr. Brown — (252a) . 

Mr. Miller — (279) 

Messrs. Knight and Co. — (294) 

Mr. Walker — (249) 

Mr. Howen — (250) 

Mr. Strut — (251) . . 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account 
— (as per Analysis) 

B. Fresco — 

W. Mapleson, for Plaster, &c.— (41) . . 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account — (as 
per Analysis 



Carried forward 



£ s . d. 
45 14 6 



19 13 0 

10 13 7 



12 1 6 



250 0 0 



2 15 
10 16 



25 11 
0 12 



0 16 11 
3 8 0 



1 18 0 
1 11 0 



£ 8. d. 

1,851 9 6 



76 1 1 



120 16 9 



262 1 6 



59 9 7 



3 9 0 

2,373 7 5 
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PAYMENTS — ( continued ). 



Brought forward .... 
C. Modelling Materials and Expenses — 
Mr. Gunnell, for Clay— (124) . . . 

Messrs. Stevens and Sons, and Singer, for 

Clay — (11, 143, 146a) 

Mr. Pindar, Chest for Tools— (22) . . 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account— (as 
per Analysis) 


£ 9 . d. 


£ s. d. 


1 0 0 

1 17 6 

4 2 0 

4 19 2 


2,373 7 5 


D. Cab Hire and Omnibus Fares — 
Expenses during the Year — Director, 
Masters, Secretary, and other Officers, 
to Spitalfields, Bank of England, &c., 
and for conveyance of Examples— (Ana- 




11 18 8 


lysis of Petty Cash Account) . . . 

E. Postage — 

Director and Secretary— Provincial School 
Correspondence, Transmission of Papers 
and Packets, Foreign Letters, Printed 
Minutes, Circulars, &c. &c. — (Analysis 




13 16 8 


of Petty Cash Account) 

F. Porterage and Parcels — 

Chiefly for Laborer’s Work in moving 
Casts, and Miscellaneous Assistance in 
the School — (Analysis of Petty Cash 




24 14 10 


Account) 

G. Carriage — 

Of Casts and other Examples to and from 
Somerset House — (Analysis of Petty 


t • 


24 14 8 


Cash Account) 

# • Hardware and other Articles for the 
Offices and School — 

^ r ^Slack, for Ironmongery, &c. — (69, 195, 

UJ r - Hill, for two Electrotype Seals — (114) 
Messrs. Mordan and Co., for Copying 

Press— (147) 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account, con- 
sisting chiefly of Miscellaneous Articles ; 
and Carpenters’ and Smiths’ Work 
ordered by the Director for the use of 
the School ... 


• • 

14 8 9 

1 11 0 

5 11 6 

13 18 74 


6 7 0 

35 9 104 

2,490 9 1J 


Carried forward . . . • 


£ 
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PAY ME NTS— {confirmed). 



Brought forward .... 

I . Gratuities — 

Christmas Gratuities to Servants, Attend- 
ants, Watchmen, Postmen, &c. &c. — 

(167) . . 

Ditto — Mr. Baueutt, Office Keeper — 

(225) 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account — (as 
per Analysis ) 



£ .. 



7 12 
5 0 
0 5 



K. Prizes given in the Head School* at 
Midsummer 1844 — 

Male School • 

Female School ........ 

L . Miscellaneous — Somerset House — 
Messrs. Murdoch and Stewart, Assistant- 

Masters, being Expenses allowed for 
Attendance at a Life Academy — (254, 

255) . . . 

Sundries from Petty Cash Account — (as 
per Analysis) 

Total Expenditure on account of 
Head School 



89 7 
17 14 



12 L2 
6 17 




£ s. d. 
490 9 14 



6 . 

0 

0 

— 12 17 6 



0 

0 

— 107 1 0 



0 

4 

— 19 9 4 

2,629 16 114 



Section II. — EXPENDITURE on account 
of ANNUAL GRANT for Maintenance 
of the PROVINCIAL SCHOOLS, and 
the SCHOOL at SPITALFIELDS ; 
being charged to Fund No. 3. 



Spitalfields School — 

Masters’ Salaries — Messrs. Hudson, 
Brown, and Walsh— (47, 93* 168, 208a?, 

256, 269, 289, 299, 310) 

Assistant- Masters— (204, 205, 206, 235, 268) 
On account of Surplus of Annual Grant, 
after payment of the Master’s Salary — 
(123, 329) ^ . 

Inspector’s Salary, 12 Months, at£lQ0 per 
annum — (3, 30, 60, 106, 133, 166, 198, 
227, 259,306) 

Carried forward . . . £ 



104 3 4 

10 3 0 



135 13 8 
100 0 0 



350 0 0 



2,629 16 Hi 
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P AYMENTS — ( continued ). 



Brought forward 



£ 

350 



Masters’ Salaries — 



s. 

0 



Manchester 



Birmingham 



f 



'Mr. George Wallis, Master, 13 
Months, at £ 120 per annum 
—(53, 104, 128, 179, 214, 
240,271, 317) . . . . 

Mr. A. E. Findon, Assistant 
ditto, 4 Months, at £70 per 
annum— (243, 271a, 318) . 
Mr. W. T. Dobson, Master, 13 
Months, at £l 10 per annum 
—(43, 103, 127, 175, 211, 
270, 316) 



Coventry 



Sheffield 



Mr. John Kyd, Assistant ditto, 
7 Months, at £70 per ann. — 

1 (127, 175,211,237,270,316) 

Mr. John Evans, Master, 13 
Months, at £100 per annum 
—(42, 117,141, 173, 174,210, 
236, 269a, 321) .... 
Mr. Henry Spratt, 12 Months, 
at £150 per annum — (49, 
118, 154, 177, 212, 238, 284, 
313) 



Nottingham < 



York . . 

Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne 

Glasgow . 



i 

i 

i 



Mr. George Thompson, 13 
Months, at £ 100 per annum 
—(52, 102, 130, 178,213, 239, 

270a, 315) 

Mr. John Patterson, 13 
Months, at £100 per annum 
—(51, 101,129, 180, 181,215, 

241, 272, 314) .... 

Mr. William B. Scott, 13 

Months, at£l 10 per annum 
—(55, 116, 126, 182, 216, 

242, 275, 320) .... 

Mr. Henry M‘Manus, 8 

Months and 24 Days, at 
£150 per annum — (61, 149, 
172, 209, 251a, 283, 319) . 



130 0 

23 6 

119 3 

40 16 

108 6 

150 0 

108 6 

108 6 

119 3 

109 13 



d. 

0 



£ a. d . 

2,629 16 14 



0 

8 

4 

8 

8 

0 

8 

8 

4 

1 



Payments on account of Annual Aid ; being 
surplus after payment of the Masters’ 
Salaries — 

Manchester School — (151) 

Birmingham ditto (327) 



65 0 

114 13 



Carried forward 



£ 



1,546 16 



0 

1 



2 2,629 16 114 



O 
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PAYMENTS — (continued). 



Brought forward .... 
Exhibitioners — 

Mr. Findon, 9 Months, at £30 per annum 

— (38, 87, 171) 

Mr. Lingford, 12 Months, at £30 per 
annum — (38, 87, 169, 287) .... 

Mr. Rice, 6 Months, at £30 per annum — 



£ 

1,546 

22 

30 



(38, 88) 



15 



Mr. Denby, 12 Months, at £30 per annum 

—(38,87, 170, 288) 

Mr. Kyd, 6 Months, at £30 per annum — 



30 



(38, 89) , . . . 

Mr. Brown, 6 Months, at £30 per annum — 
(38, 87) .... 



15 

15 



16 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



Travelling Expenses to and from Provin- 
cial Schools — 

Mr. Wilson’s Expenses to and from Glas- 
gow— (276) . 

Mr. Deverell, ditto Provincial Schools — (67) 
Mr. Dyce, ditto ditto (224) 

Assistant- Masters, to Provincial Schools — 

(83, 85, 224a) 

Mr. M'Manus, to Glasgow — (149) . . . 

Total Payments on account of Annual 1 
Grant for Provincial Schools . . J 



12 13 
25 0 
15 0 

12 0 
5 0 



Section III.— EXPENDITURE for OUT- 
FIT FURNITURE, Supplies of EX- 
AMPLES, & c. ; being charged to Fund 
No. 2. 



1. Furniture — Somerset House — 

Messrs. Holland and Sons, for Frames for 

Examples — (309) 

Mr. Moren, for Glazing Frames — (10, 145, 

189, 290) 

Mr. Murray, for Canvas Blinds — (44) . . 



27 14 

5 15 
1 10 



Provincial Schools — 

Messrs. Holland and Sons — (120, 152, 274, 



309) 

Grant to Birmingham School — (122) . 
Ditto to Manchester School— (150, 331) 
Ditto to Newcastle School — (257) 

Carried forward . . . 



370 6 
131 19 
150 0 

. 100 0 



£ 



787 5 



d. £ *. d. 

2 2,629 16 Hi 



0 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 



0 

0 

0 



0 

0 



1,743 19 2 



6 

0 

0 



8 

7 

0 

0 



9 4,373 16 



11 



21 1 



P AY MENTS — ( continued ). 



Brought forwartl .... 
Furniture— Provincial Schools— continued. 
Grant to Glasgow School —(282) . 

Ditto to Nottingham School — (328) . 

^ rf 0 1 . ditto (Analysis of Petty 
Cash Account) 



2. Casts — 

Mr- Brucciarii, for Casts and Repairs— 
(21, 86, 183, 322) . 

Freightage and Packing of Casts and Ex- 
amples from the Continent— 

Mr.Chinnery, Freightage, &c.— (80, 185,278 

Mr. Kutter, Commission, &c. — (91) . 

3. Books of Plates, and Dea wings of Orna- 

MENT— 

Manchester — Hering and Co., and Gruner 

27, 68, 78) 

Birmingham — Ditto, and ditto — (14, 27, 78) 

Coventry — Gruner — (27) 

Sheffield— Hering and Co., and Gruner— 

(27, 78) . 

Nottingham — Ditto, and ditto — (27, 78) . 

York Gruner— (27) 

Newcastle — Hering and Co., and Gruner 

r r (27, 78) 

Glasgow — Hering and Co. — (184) . . . 

For the Head School— 

Mr. Gruner, for Books of Plates, &c.— 

(26, 193, 194, 221) 

Messrs. Hering and Co.— (78, 115, 184) . 
Mr. Bohn— (14) 

ckermann — (7 J ) 

Mr. Bailhere — (253) .... 

Mr. Dodson — (196) 

Mr' w° kerin e— (246) 

Mr. Waller— (95) 

Mr. Kennett, for Plates— (285) . . . 

~~(2lf erS ' ^° r Fa'otings and Drawings 

Mr. M Manus — Expenses on a Painting— 

(Analysis of Petty Cash Account) . . 

— (74) reSt , f ° r a pair of Porcelain Vases 

Carried forward . . . £ 



£ 


s. 


d. 


787 


5 


9 


150 


0 


0 


20 


5 


0 




3 


0 


235 


15 


2 


121 


16 


2 


53 


16 


10 


37 


3 


0 


7 


5 


0 


1 


5 


0 


1 


'15 


0 


1 


13 


0 


1 


5 


0 


1 


13 


0 


99 


6 


6 


61 


12 


6 


145 


15 


10 


11 


0 


0 


3 


8 


0 


2 


18 


0 


1 


18 


0 


I 


6 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


12 


0 


23 


0 


0 


0 


10 


0 


8 


8 


0 


1,784 


10 


9 



£ «. a. 

4,373 16 li 



4,373 16 1J 



O 2 
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PAYMENTS— {continued). 



Brought forward . . . 

Books, &c. for the Head School — 

Mr. Dobson, for Ornamental Paintings— 

(176) 

Mr. Wedgwood, for a Vase— (312) . . 

Travelling and other Expenses of the Di- 
rector in visiting Paris— (90) .... 

Ditto of Mrs. M‘Ian, to Paris and the Staf- 
fordshire Potteries— (125) 

Exhibitioners employed in Teaching — (15 
to 20, 39, 77, 84) 

Examples of various Ornamental Manufac- 
tures and of Decorative Painting, Books of 
Plates on Ornament, & c. ; being purchases 
made by the Director in Paris— (2, 56, 81) 

c. v. 

M. Richer etAzonv, Embroidered Silks 7 fr.32 25 

J _ c a os a* 



Despreaux, ditto 

Cartier, ditto 

Hilaire et Renouard, ditto 



Ditto, 

Bouhours et Ferti, 
Ditto, 

Feray, 

Renaudiere, 

Lubenski, 

Lize, 

Muller, 

Foye — Davenne, 
Bouhours et Ferti, 
Calla, 



ditto 
ditto 
Velvet 
Linen 
Muslins 
ditto 
Tapestry 
Chintz 
Carpets 
ditto 

Iron Work 



Vorrier, A Stamp Press 

Eck et Durand, Bronzes 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Rinquet le Prince, 

Braux et Anglure, 

Hering and Co., 

Lecoeq and Co., 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto Vase 
Stamped Brass 51 



Bricard et Gauthier Brass 
Rudolphi, Small Silver Vase 
Meurice, Argent Platine 

Hering and Remington, Books 
Longman and Co., ditto 

Bance, ditto 

Lenoir, ditto 

Ditto, ditto 

Ditto, ditto 



485 95 
67 70 
278 00 
243 00 
228 50 
169 00 
105 00 
188 20 
40 00 
6 00 
80 000 
406 70 
115 60 
46 1057 50 
62 80 00 
15 96 00 

35a 460 00 
35 650 00 
335 00 
70 00 
225 00 
613 50 
352 50 
20 1000 00 
64 300 00 
73 968 60 
75 3383 50 
34 1442 50 
25 676 00 
71 40 00 

70 18 00 



17 

18 



30 



Do., Prussian School of DesignBook 42 420 00 



Carried forward 



14,634 00 



£ #. d. 

1,784 10 9 



10 14 0 

1 5 6 

50 0 0 

30 0 0 

33 0 0 



£ s. d. 

4,373 16 1J 



1,909 10 3 



4,373 16 
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PAYMENTS — ( continued ). 



Brought forward . 14,634 00 

Mr. Wilson’s purchases in Paris— 
continued . 



c. v. 



M.Aubert et Co., Books and Prints fr. 5 584 30 

634 55 
200 00 
600 00 
1010 00 
400 00 
170 00 
525 00 



Vigneres, 
Chebeaux, 
Ditto, 
Denuelle, 
Dobrowolski, 
Ditto, 
Chebeaux 



ditto 

Drawings 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
Pompeian ditto 



29 

49 

47 

2 

19 

41 



iuiupcittuumu 41 060 Uu 

Goupil etVibert, PaintedOrnaments 66 346 00 

Moreo" TJ : M nnn, nn 

F. M, 



Morgon, 

F. Meurice, 

Delicourt, 

Bri6re, 

Houdaille, 

Ciceri, 

Hansman, 



60 

10 

16 

67 



Paper Hangings 40 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Bookbinding 
Painted Stone 
Painted Panels — 1 
M. de Medicis) 
Lianard, Painted Panels 
Ditto, Painted Glaus Window— 1 
Munich} 

Roger, ditto French 

Ditto, Porcelain 

WonorS, ditto 

Denuelle, ditto 

Gallone Delorme, Enamel 
Lahoche Boin, Vases 

Rolen, ditto 

Ditto, ditto 

Delorme, Tiles 

l 1 ollet. Terra-cotta W are 

Dulud et Co., Stamped Leather 



220 00 
266 00 
530 00 
204 00 
50 00 
150 00 

72 1248 00 
69 200 00 
1 1500 00 

43 2500 00 

36 314 00 
33 72 75 

38 70 00 

57 20 00 

44 1627 50 

11a 101 00 
11 24 00 

45 35 75 

48 163 00 
52 122 28 



C habraux, ArchitecturalOrnaments 27 208 50 

niftr, n 



Ditto, Carton pierre 

Susse, ditto 

Romagnesi, ditto 

Wallet et Huber, ditto 
Susse, Plaster Figure 

Quesnel et Co., ditto ditto, &c. 
f aure A Lay Figure 

Jacquet, Casts 

V incent, Models and Casts 

Marcellin, ditto 

Chanvre, Expenses on Articles l 
p returned r 

utter Commission 



27a 

65 

23 

58 

77 

13 

68 

63 



77 00 
700 15 
40 00 
506 00 
20 00 
275 00 
800 00 
794 50 
31, 32 279 00 
14 100 75 

50 10 00 

77 158 35 



fr. 32,49) 38 

Total Payments 



£ s. d. 

1,909 10 3 



£ d. 
4,373 16 )i 



1,299 13 1 




3,209 3 4 

7,582 19 5i 
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PAY M ENTS — {continued). 



Brought forward . . „ 



£ a. d. £ s. d. 

.. 7,582 19 5i 



Balance 
in the i 
Bank. 



ouuivi&ui nuiiou • • • • • 

On account of Grant for Outfit 
Supplies ....... 



On account of Head School at 
Somerset House 



661 14 0 



3,659 18 10 



On account of Annual Aid to Pro- 



h vincial Schools 



1,525 6 4 



5,846 19 2 




100 6 11 



16 5 9* 



5,963 11 10j 



Total Amount of Payments and 
Balances, equal to Total Amount 
of Receipts 



£ 13,546 11 4 



V. — Mr. Deverell presented an outline of the Annual Report 
to the Board of Trade for 1844-45, with the materials which he 
had collected and arranged for its composition, and stated that 
his attention had been so much devoted to extra business in 
his office throughout the last month, that it had not been possible 
for him to present the Report in a complete state at the present 
Meeting. 

It was therefore ordered, that a Special Meeting of the Council 
be summoned to consider finally the draft of this Report, together 
with the Balance Sheet of Receipts and Expenditure for 1844-45, 
and the Estimate for the ensuing year. 

VI. — Mr. Gardiner, pursuant to notice given on the 4th of 
March, brought under the consideration of the Council the ques- 
tion of the Inspectorship, with reference to a letter thereon from 
the Board of Trade, of the 19th of November last. 

The subject was fully discussed, and Mr. Gardiner moved, m 
the words of the Report of a Special Committee upon this subject, 
on the 29th of October last. 

That, in consideration of the great practical importance of the 
Provincial Schools, and the amount of responsibility for their success, 
which is implied in the relations and engagements subsisting b et ' v ^ 
the Council and the local Committees, it is highly expedient tha 
these Schools should be inspected, as required in Article I* 1 
Inspector’s Duties, once every three months . 
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On which it was moved by Mr. Hamilton, as an amendment, 
and resolved, on a majority of votes. 

That it is the opinion of the Council that, under the circumstances 
of the Provincial Schools, it is not necessary that the Inspector 
should be required to inspect them more frequently than twice in 
each year ; it being understood that these Schools should be visited 
by the Director at least twice during the same period. 

Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , June 3rd , 1845. 

(Signed) 



COLBOKNE, 

Chairman . 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 15.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , June 3rd, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



present . — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
on the 6th of May, were confirmed. 

II. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
Committee, on the 28th of May, were read and confirmed. 
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Wednesday , May 28 th, 1845. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 
present: — - 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

The Director reported, and in part read, numerous letters which he 
had received since the last Meeting of the Committee, on the 29th of 
April ; also, the letters which he had written during the same period. 

The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools, were received 
and examined. {See opposite page.) 

Mr. Deverell reported, and in part read, thirty-seven letters received 
in the Secretary’s office during the month, relating for the most part, to 
the routine business of the Provincial Schools ; also the letters which 
he had written during the same period. 

Adjourned. 

III. — The following Minutes of a Special Meeting of the 
Council, on the 28 th of May, were read and confirmed. 

Wednesday , May 28th , 1845. 

The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair ; 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Dyce, William, Esq., A. R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

I. The letter from the Board of Trade, of the 8th of April, trans- 
mitting a memorial to that Board, from the thirty-five students of the 
School, was read ; also the memorial itself. 

A letter, of the 20th of May, from Mr. Lefevre, was then read, stating 
that it is necessary that the Council should communicate to the Board 
°f Trade the course which has been pursued with regard to the students 
' y ho have presented the memorial to the Board of Trade. That a 
further communication had been received by Lord Dalhousie, from the 

( Continued page 219.) 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of April, 1845. 
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same students, to which it was not deemed advisable to reply until 
the Board are officially in possession of the views of the Council as to 
the conduct of the students alluded to. 

The subject was then considered ; and a letter was ordered to be 
addressed to the Secretary of the Board of Trade, as follows : — 

Sir, 

In reply to your communication of the 20th of May, I am 
directed by the Council of the School of Design to state to you, for the 
information of the Board of Trade, that a Special Committee, appointed 
by the Council to take into consideration the subject of the Class for 
the Figure, met on the 5th of May ; that the several complaints, &c. 

[ Here follow the Resolutions of the Committee.'] 

The foregoing Resolutions of the Special Committee were confirmed 
and adopted by the Council at a Meeting on the 6th of May. 

I am further to state that, at a Meeting on the 28th of May, the 
memorial of the students to the Board of Trade having been again 
brought under consideration, it was resolved, that the Council see no 
reason to alter the views which they adopted in conformity with the 
foregoing Report of the Special Committee ; and that the question of 
the re-construction of the Figure Class, and of the propriety of appointing 
a new Master thereto, are still under the consideration of the Council. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

To J. G. S. Lcfevre , Esq. W. R. Deverell. 

Sfo. $c. 

II. The reconstruction of the Figure Class was considered, and the 
following statement of the Director thereon, of which printed copies 
bad been circulated, was received, and approved by a majority of six to 
one — Mr. Dyce having expressed his dissent. 

Statement of the Director respecting the Class for the Figure . 

The Director having read to the Council on the 6th of May his 
suggestions with regard to the system of instruction to be henceforth 
observed in the Government School of Design, Somerset House, as 
affected mainly by the proposed re-construction of the Evening Figure 
Class under Mr. Herbert, was desired to revise the same, and to reduce 
them into practical Regulations, to be printed and circulated amongst 
the Members of the Council previous to their further consideration of 
the subject. 

It has since occurred to the Director, that in order to meet the 
exigencies of the moment, and in consideration equally of the present 
state of the students lately in this class, and of the unavoidable sus- 
pension of the labor and duties of the Master himself, the most advisable 
course to pursue for the present, will be, that the Director should forth- 
with put on paper his special views with respect to the instruction in 
that Figure Class only ; and this without regard to any of those pro- 
spective changes in the whole system which cannot be set on foot by 
the Council at the present moment for want of space, adequate pecuniary 
Cleans, and the formal approbation of the Board of Trade. 
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The following then are the principles which the Director, having 
heard from the Council the general expression of their wishes, proposes 
for their adoption, in the full persuasion that they are consonant with 
the purposes in view at the first institution of the School, and that they 
are the best calculated to make the instruction sought for efficient and 
successful. 

1. It is proposed that no pupil be admitted into this Evening 
Figure Class, except those who have already gone through an ele- 
mentary course of figure drawing, and who continue to attend the 
School of Ornament in the morning, or who, being already sufficiently 
advanced in drawing, are known, or certified to the Director, as 
bona fide decorators, or engaged as designers for manufactures. 

2. They will be immediately introduced to the practice of drawing 
from the round , both busts and figures. 

3. When advanced in this scale of instruction they will be taught 
to paint from the round, and also from the draped or lay figure. 

4. The statues and bas-reliefs, &c. to be drawn from should be 
as perfect as possible, not fragments ; and they should be specially 
selected with a view to give to the students ideas of grace, symmetry, 
beautiful proportions, harmony of character, and elegant position, 
whether in action or repose. 

5. The skeleton and the anatomical figure will always be exposed 
to view during the hours of instruction, for the purpose of enabling 
the Master to make frequent and practical observations upon them, 
in reference to the objects on which the students are employed. 

6. It is fair at once to state that it is the purport of the above 
regulations to put an end to the present practice of passing those 
students (who have already arrived at a proficiency in ornamental 
drawing as taught in the Morning School) into a Class-room, 
where they are introduced into a course of anatomical and figure 
drawing such as is supposed to be given at the Royal Academy. 
The consequence of this dangerous and injurious practice has been 
that, instead of considering the study of the figure as supplementary 
to that of ornament, the pupils have been led to look upon it, and to 
look up to it, as an essentially more elevated branch of study; and 
this feeling has naturally led them astray from the real object of 
their instruction in the School : for in truth, if we are to have a real 
' School of Ornamental Design , we must submit, in carrying out that 
object, to consider the drawing of the figure certainly as a necessary 
and most important branch of it, but in fact, subordinate and subser- 
vient to the other. 

The Director in concluding these suggestions begs leave particularly 
to refer the Council to the subjoined letter, which Mr. Eastlake 
addressed to him on the subject of the School of Design, on the 8th of 
November, 1843, and which formed a part of the last Annual Report 
to Parliament. 

Somerset House, (Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

May 8/A, 1845. Director, 
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My Dear Sir, 7, Fitzroy Square , 8th November, 1843. 

Fresco-secco is decidedly fit for ornament, and it is necessary to get the hands 
of the artist in by painting first in Buon-fresco. It it also quite necessary, even for an 
Ornatista, to be acquainted with the (human) figure. On this subject, I submit to 
you the following thoughts. 

The “knowledge of the figure,” which is commonly required, is an anatomical 
knowledge, which, in its perfection, may only make a good draughtsman of muscles 
and hones. I know, from having watched the progress of many students, that a very 
good knowledge of anatomy may exist without the slightest power of putting a figure 
together, and without the least feeling for grace. I would, therefore, suggest the 
expediency of making the artist familiar from the Jirst with the effect of entire 
figures, and the art of their composition in limbs, drapery, &c. If this is advisable in 
any department of art, it is more especially so in ornamental painting. The figures 
with which an artist in this style has to do require to be intelligible even in their 
outline. The mere mass or shape (as it is in a great measure independent of light 
and shade) should be pleasing and easily comprehended. 

There are many excellent figures in pictures, which if deprived of background, 
kc. &c , and stuck on a white wall, would be deformities. There is, therefore, a 
principle of adaptation here required ; and when we know what is requisite, we know 
what the artist should chiefly study. 

I would, therefore, submit for your consideration that, in the study of figures (a 
department only, I am aware, of the School of Design), the artists should be taught 
to compose them gracefully, and should be made acquainted with the grammar of 
drapery, as to its arrangement, parts, &c. 

As to the means by which this is to be accomplished — get the best examples, and 
make the eye and hand of the artists familiar with them ; and with regard to 
examples — first, the antique bas-reliefs (I mean engravings) exhibit figures in which 
nearly the same ends were to be attained as in ornamental painting, viz., a graceful 
arrangement of the whole mass. In dancing and flying figures this is particularly 
observable; and the arrangement of drapery has never been improved- Many of 
Flaxman’s figures are calculated to educate the eye of a young artist to the feeling of 
grace. His Hesiod I recommend particularly. 

But the work, of all others, which is fittest for you is Landon's “ Vies et CEuvres 
des Peintres,” containing outlines from the best masters. The outlines after 
Correggio, Domenichino, &c., are not at all adapted for your purpose, nor indeed are 
all of Raphael’s ; but there is abundance in this work to educate an artist in the 
comprehension of a graceful whole in figures. You have, also, in Landon, the 
Herculaneum figures, and all Poussin’s works. The plan would be, to enlarge these 
figures to about two feet high, or more. The most successful should then be placed 
about the School, as examples of the graceful in fgures. 

The study of the figure required for an Ornatista is limited, and the object should 
he to make him familiar with such examples as will assist him in inventing female 
figures, drapery, flying drapery, amorini, finely formed male figures, and a few 
animals. These are wanted ; but picturesque old heads, rags, and ugliness, however 
fit for some departments of art, aided by all the resources of chiar’-oscuro, are unfit 
for your purposes. Your School is essentially a School of beauty and elegance. So 
with regard to color : variety to a great extent may be admissible in the multiplicity 
°f ornaments, but a figure (flesh) should be simple and Giorgionesque. 

The somewhat confined study of the figure which I have recommended, in order to 
piake the artists familiar with examples of elegance in lines, masses, and adjustments, 
is with a view only to decorative art , which has a peculiar range, and in which 
absolute originality is not, at first, of importance. 

In the education of artists or artizans for the objects proposed by the School, I 
venture to think that you need not at first be afraid of imitation. New combinations, 
revivals, and improvements, aided by individual feeling, and by accidental sugges- 
ions, will be near enough to absolute originality for all decorative purposes, and 
niust, in the end, lead to originality. 

The outlines in Landon are small, but the work is valuable from its containing 
r, early all the works of some of the best masters. Larger engravings might be 
referred to where the size is unsatisfactory; but as hints they will be found sufficient. 
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For the skilful filling of allotted spaces (even of an unpromising shape), I know 
no finer examples than Raphael’s Amor and Psyche in the Farnesina. 

I need not have particularised Flaxman’s Hesiod, for most of his works are 
satisfactory in composition ; but it is the lighter and more elegant subjects which 
afford the best materials for decorative figures. Antique and modern arabesques 
show that nothing is to be done without female figures, and genii (amorini), the 
former being generally draped. Stronger forms are also frequent, but always beautiful, 
both in mass and detail. 

All I mean, therefore, is, that the decorator should make himself familiar with 
such figures as are fit for decoration. Yours very truly, 

Charles Heath Wilson , Esq., CHARLES LOCK EASTLAKE. 

Director . 

The following Resolution was then proposed by Lord Colborne, with 
the view of its being unanimously agreed to. 

That, in the reconstruction of the Figure Class, on principles con- 
fo rmable with the purposes of the Institution, it is the opinion of the 
Council, that the alterations proposed are not likely to be carried into 
execution with Mr. Herbert, as Master; and that, therefore, the 
Council, with great respect for Mr. Herbert’s abilities, and for his 
high attainments as an artist, deem it advisable to proceed forthwith 
to the selection of a new Master of the Evening Class for the Figure. 

This resolution having been put to the vote, and objected to by three 
of the Members present, it was not passed. 

III. A printed copy of the Balance Sheet of Receipts and Expenses, 
for the year terminating on the 30th of April, 1845, as presented in 
manuscript, at the last Meeting of the Finance Committee, was brought 
under consideration, and received the signature of the Chairman. 

IV. A draft of the Estimate of Expenditure, for the year terminating 
on the 30th of April, 1846, was considered and adopted, subject to the 
Council’s approval at the next Meeting, of the following items, notice 
of the insertion of which was accordingly given from the Chair, viz. — 

1. That Mr. Le Jeune be appointed to the office of Master of the 
Morning Classes for Drawing and Painting, at a salary of £l 75 per 
annum; being the amount of salary given to the last Morning 
Master. 

2. That the salary of Mr. Townsend, as Master of the Evening 
Classes for Drawing and Modelling, be raised from £150 to £200 
per annum. 

3. That Mr. Comyns be appointed as Clerk to the Director, at a 
salary of £52 per annum. 

4. That £25 per annum be given to Chantrey Wykeham Deverell, 
as Copying Clerk in the Secretary’s office. 

5. That £50 per annum be added to the salary of the Assistant- 
Secretary. 

6. That an increase of half-a-crown a week be made to the present 
wages of Mrs. Hughes, the house servant, and to Sarah Hughes, the 
attendant in the Female School. 

V. A draft, in manuscript, of the Fourth Annual Report of the 
Council to the Board of Trade, for the year ending the 30th of Aprih 
1845, was presented by Mr. Deverell, who was directed to have it 
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printed and circulated, in order that the Council may be summoned as 
early as possible to consider and determine upon it. 

Adjourned. 

IV. — The consideration of the subject of the Figure Class, which 
was discussed at the last Special Meeting of the Council, on the 
28th of May, was resumed, and it was unanimously resolved, that 
a Special Meeting of the Council be summoned on Tuesday next, 
the 10th of June, at Three o’clock, to receive and confirm the 
following Resolution : — 

That, from the recent occurrences in the Figure Class of the School 
of Design, and the discussions which have arisen out of them, the 
Council are satisfied that there do not exist between the Director, 
and the Master of the Figure Class, Mr. Herbert, that confidence and 
harmony which are essential to the successful progress of the School, 
and to its good order, and proper discipline. 

That the Council, seeing no reasonable hope of establishing that 
harmony and confidence, feel compelled, although most reluctantly, 
to adopt one or the other of the following alternatives ; that is, to 
discontinue the services of Mr. Herbert, or to change the Director of 
the School. 

That, having regard to the very important duties confided to the 
Director; in the general management of the School, and to the very 
satisfactory manner in which he has executed them, and also to the 
contemplated change in the instruction of the students in the Figure, 
which will render Mr. Herbert’s peculiar talents less necessary and 
available to the School, the Council arrive at the conclusion that the 
welfare of the School will be best consulted by terminating Mr. 
Herbert’s engagement. 

That, in taking this step, the Council regret that they can no 
longer avail themselves of the services of an artist of such dis- 
tinguished professional abilities. 

V . — In reference to the memorial presented to the Council, on 
Tuesday, April 1st, by Mr. Wyse, M.P., recommending the form- 
ation of a Branch School of Design in Southwark, Mr. Pellatt 
stated that the projectors of this establishment are prepared to 
carry out the proposition made in that memorial, to form a Branch 
School, subject to the superintendence and control of the Council, 
011 terms similar to those of the School at Spitalfields. 

F urther consideration of this proposition was deferred to the 
next Meeting of the Council, on Tuesday, the 10th of June. 

VI. — The Estimate of Expenditure for 1845-46 was deferred 
for final confirmation at the next Meeting of the Council. 

VII. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
m ittee, held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, were 
read and confirmed, and the payments therein recommended were 
ordered to be made accordingly. 
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Tuesday , June 3rd , 1845. 

The Finance Committee met at half-past Two o’clock. 

present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., in the Chair; 

Gibson, Thomas, Esq. 

Pursuant to directions given at the last Meeting of the Committee, pay- 
ment of the Salaries for June was postponed to the first Meeting in July. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment : — 

Miss Waterhouse, for Lessons in Wood Engraving,) 

4 Weeks, to the 29th of May } 

Advance for Wages, and Petty Cash Payments 
Mr. Gruner, for Examples of Art from Italy 
Mr. Wilson, for Books purchased for the School 
Ditto, for a Painting, by Sauvage .... 

Ditto, for Expenses of a Journey to Norwich . 

Balance of Annual Aid due to the School at Coventry,! 
as applied for j 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was reported by Mr. Deverell, and the receipts and payments 
were found to be correct, by examination of the Cash Book, Bank Book, 
Vouchers, and Registers of Fees and Attendance : — 



£ 8 . 
4 4 

25 0 
80 0 
13 2 
6 0 
3 16 

56 9 



d. 

0 

0 + 
0 i 
o f 

2 



3rd June, 1845. 



Balance last Audit, on 1 
6th May • . . J 

Dr . 

To Fees received for 
May : — 

Male School — 
Morning £15 14 0 
Evening . 12 18 0 
Female School 5 10 0 



Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/c of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 



(See Cash Book ) . 

Balance in the Bank) 
this day,June3,1845 J 



1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


£ s. d. 


£ ». d. 


£ s. d. 


£ ». d. 


570 3 1 


3,881 10 10 


1,962 2 6 


6,413 16 5 


34 2 0 






34 2 0 


604 5 1 


3,881 10 10 


1,962 2 6 


6,447 18 5 


459 5 0 


• • 




1 


• . 


82 10 6 


.. 


V 820 8 11 


•• 


•• 


278 13 5 j 


1 


145 0 1 


3,799 0 4 


1,683 9 1 


5,627 9 6 


+400 10 11 


-139 1 6 


-261 9 5 


•• 


545 1 1 0 


3,659 18 10 


1,421 19 8 


5,627 9 6 



(Examined) 



W. R. HAMILTON. 
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The Attendance in the Schools of Design, at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of May, 1845, was reported as 
follows : — 



Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the) 
number entered during the Month } 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day • 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Attendance during the Month 1 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 

C/asses for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 

Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing 
Class 4. Shading from the Flat . . . 

Class 3. Shading from Casts 



Class 2. Elementary Coloring . . , 

Class 1 . Practice of Ornamental Design 

Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 
Ornamental Design . 

Class 3. Elementary 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of 1 

Drapery j 

Class 1. Painting in Chair’ -oscuro from the Round 

Classes for Modelling. 

Class 2. Elementary 

Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 
Original Designs . J 



Somerset 

House. 


Spital- 

fields. 


Male. 


Fem. 


Mor. 


Ev. 


Mor. 


Ev. 


91 


144 


58 


2< 


)0 


84 


113 


56 


17 


170 


53 


57 


9 


12 


150 


77 


101 


51 


15 


160 


59 


79 




166 


19 


19 




34 


3 


18 




12 


8 


13 




15 


6 


20 




21 


1 










1 


7 


• • 




’ • 








6 



VIII. — The following Monthly Report of the Director, for May, 
"as read and approved. 

The Report which I have to offer this month is a very brief one. 
The Assistant-Masters, Exhibitioners, and Pupils, are still engaged upon 
the various specimens which are to form our Annual Exhibition. 
Assistance has been rendered by the Council to pupils who are engaged 
ln Panting, in the supply of a certain amount of materials. I find that 
Ver y lew of the Modelling Class will be able to afford the expense of 
casting, although it will not exceed a few pounds, and I hope that the 
Council will sanction a small expense in aid of these students also. 

A pupil, of the name of Walker, informs me he has commissions for 
Resigns for paper-hanging to the amount of £50. Another pupil, Mr. 
adman, has sold twelve designs for silk to one of the first houses in the 
an( l has orders for more ; and a manufacturer from Halifax, who 
• 35 applied for designs for damasks, will be supplied by several pupils 
m the School. 
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I exhibit a carpet made from one which I purchased in Paris for the 
Council. It is made at a cheaper price than the French one, and is of 
a much more durable quality. 

The Council having instructed me to proceed to Stoke -upon-Trent, 
to make enquiries with reference to the proposed School of Design 
there, I wrote to Mr. Alderman Copeland upon the subject, and received 
in reply a statement, that it was his opinion, and that of Mr. Ricardo, 
the other Member of Parliament for the Potteries, that it was not at 
present expedient that I should visit Stoke. 

Since the last Meeting of the Council, 1 visited Norwich, and submit 
a Report upon the subject of the proposed School of Design in that city. 

Mr. Gruner has returned from the Continent ; and, so far as I can 
judge from the specimens and drawings which he has brought with him, 
he has executed the commission with which the Council entrusted him 
in a most satisfactory manner. He has been desirous to lay all his 
purchases before the Council at once, but has been disap pointed of the 
arrival of the principal specimens. He has laid out about <£80, and 1 
hope that the Council will be pleased to make him an allowance upon 
this, as it is somewhat inconvenient to him to have made so large an 
advance, and I feel confident that the Council will have no reason to 
regret doing so. The specimens are so numerous, and the prospects 
held out of accumulating by this means a stock of excellent examples 
are such, that I trust the Council will deem it expedient to extend this 
commission. An original cartoon, for the fruits and flowers in the 
Loggia, by Giovanni da Udine, is now on sale at Rome, price sixty 
scudi (about £11). Mr. Gruner has compared it with the frescoes, and 
is certain of its originality). I recommend this interesting specimen to 
the Council for purchase. 

I also recommend the following works for purchase, for the Lending 
Library : — 

£ s. d* 

Lanzi’s Lives of the Painters, by Roscoc, G vols., 8vo. 115 0 

Spence’s Polymetes, folio 18 0 

Picturm Etruscorum Vasculis, 3 vols., folio . . .300 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

The following directions were given thereon : — 

1. That £80 be paid to Mr. Gruner, on account of specimens of 
of art purchased by him for the Council, in Italy. 

2. That a cartoon of fruit and flowers, by Giovanni da Udine, he 
purchased — price, £ll. 

Also, a copy of Roscoe’s Translation of Lanzi’s History of Painting 
— price, £l. 15.y. 

Three folio volumes on Etruscan Vases (Picturae Etruscorum 
Vasculis) — price, £3.; a folio copy of Spence’s Polymctis — price* 
£l.8?. ; and three Italian works on Ornament, from Mr. Gruner 
price, £G. 2?. G iL 
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3. That additional examples be transmitted to the Spitalfields 
School, to the amount of <£20. 

4. That the students of the Modelling Class be provided with 
materials for casting models, to the amount of £5. 



IX.*— -The Director read a letter from Mrs. MTan, applying 
for an increase in the amount of her salary; and a letter from the 
Spitalfields Committee, requesting a further supply of examples 
for that School. 

t X.-—The Director then read the following Report of his visit to 
Norwich respecting the formation of a School of Design in that city ; 
and it was resolved, that it be recommended to the Board of Trade, 
to sanction the appropriation of £150 for annual aid, and £300 for 
outfit, to a Branch School in Norwich, to be established in accord- 
ance with the usual conditions. 



I have visited Norwich, as instructed by the Council, and have made 
enquiries into the nature of the trade and manufacturers of this town. 

I have seen several of the leading manufacturers, and have inspected 
the various localities which have been considered by the Committee 
likely to suit the purposes of the proposed School of Design. It appears 
that the trade ot Norwich is depressed, and that various projects for its 
revival, and for the improvement of the prospects of the town, are now 
in the contemplation of some of the most influential inhabitants. Nor- 
wich has long been distinguished for the skill of its manufacturers and 
. beauty of its productions ; but, from a variety of causes, which it is 
quite unnecessary to enter upon in this Report, there has not only been 
much depression, but there appears also to be a prospect that some 
manufactures hitherto carried on with unrivalled success, may, from 
various circumstances, be transferred elsewhere. It is the opinion of . 
he manufacturers whom I consulted, that Norwich must look forward 
a dependence on what is called “ fancy trade,” in which, of course, 

( e si g n will be required ; and it is in this expectation, that a School of 
esi £ n is earnestly desired. Norwich is already distinguished for the 
production of manufactures, in which design is necessary. The Norwich 
iawls have never been surpassed, either in fabric or beauty of pattern ; 
a hough from those of Scotland being manufactured at a cheaper rate, 

* m trade of Norwich in this article is declined ; it appears that it rose 
1^ ain > but, owing to the prevalence of new fashions, it is now again 
^pressed. A considerable number of fabrics of different descriptions 
ere ^mown to me, in which design was of importance. Some of these 
le still made; others have fallen into disuse. 

. had an opportunity of examining in Norwich several of those 
resting manufactures which, in so remarkable a manner, indicate 
Co ? en ^ ei prise of the British manufacturer. In former times, the bright 
p j 0rec J Presses worn by the peasants of Germany, Switzerland, and 
anc *> were manufactured in Norwich. The peculiar and gay colored 

p 2 
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sashes worn by the Russians were also produced here ; and at present, 
the camlets so much worn by the Chinese in their costume, are also 
manufactured in Norwich ; as is that remarkable garment, the poncho 
of the Brazilian peasant, and sometimes brought over to England by 
curious travellers as specimens of Brazilian costume, and which can be 
purchased in Norwich at twelve shillings each, ready for wear. 

Various beautiful fabrics are produced in Norwich in which design 
is not required ; and I may mention one article, a species of crape 
called Areophane, which curiously illustrates the prejudice which prevails 
as to French goods. The French, it appears, can produce this of a 
superior quality to our own ; but that usually sent to our markets is 
in every respect inferior to that which can be produced in Norwich. 
Still the manufacturer is compelled, on account of the prevailing pre- 
judice as to the French article, to manufacture an areophane of an 
inferior description, in imitation of that imported from France, which 
he imitates in every respect, even to the forging of similar tickets and 
marks. 

The patterns usually made use of in Norwich are French. It appears 
that manufacturers there, as elsewhere, purchased patterns in Paris, 
and that their designers vary these, and suit them to the purposes of 
the manufacturer. I found in one house a designer employed who 
owed all his education in drawing to the School of Design in Edinburgh. 

These brief observations upon the manufactures of Norwich seem to 
point out that it is a town in which a School of Design may very pro- 
perly be established. It is true, at the same time, that a School, if 
established there, will not be filled with pupils like those of Glasgow, 
Manchester, and other towns where trade is in a comparative state of 
successful activity : on the contrary, the School at Norwich will require 
much active management on the part of the local Committee ; and 
whatever may be its future success, at first, no great influx of pupils can 
be anticipated 

If I may be allowed to express an opinion upon this subject, I would 
remark that, in establishing Schools, it is not merely desirable to esta- 
blish them in towns where trade is actually in a flourishing state, but 
also desirable to establish them in towns distinguished, as Norwich un- 
questionably is, by the skill of its workmen, and the possession of capital 
and enterprise, although, from various causes, there may be a present 
depression of trade. It is thought at Norwich that the establishment 
of a School of Design is one of those means which must prove of future 
advantage to the town ; and it is also felt that the fact of such Schools 
being established in towns which, by their competition, have contributed 
to depress the trade of Norwich, places it at a still greater disadvantage 
in the struggle. 

I therefore beg to recommend the claims of Norwich to the favorable 
consideration of tne Council. A Committee has been formed, compost 
of gentlemen who take a deep interest in the subject, and a sum of £D 
per annum is guaranteed by this Committee, £75 being paid by tne 
Corporation. I have selected rooms which are procurable at a rent o 
£50 a year, and which will form an excellent School, in respect 0 
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accommodation, whilst the situation is central and convenient. I 
think that by the month of October next, the School may be in full 
operation. 

XI. — Notice was given from the Chair of a motion, at the next 
' r of the Council, that the salary of Mrs. M‘Ian be raised 



XII.— Mr. Ker gave notice, that at the next Meeting of the 
Council, he should move — 

That, in future, Mr. Dyce be only paid from time to time, after he 
has inspected the Schools. That the Resolution, passed on the 8th 
of August, 1843, for paying Mr. Dyce quarterly (from January 1844, 
monthly) be rescinded, and that Mr. Dyce be directed to visit and 
inspect the Schools forthwith. 

Adjourned. 
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Tuesday , June 10 th, 1845. 

A Special Meeting of tire Council was held this day at 
Three o’clock. 

PRESENT : 

In the Chair , 

The Lord Colborne, Chairman ; 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R S. 

Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
on the 3rd of June, were read and confirmed. 

II- — The following Resolution, proposed at the last Meeting of 
the Council, was read, and it was unanimously resolved that it be 
confirmed ; and that a copy of it be transmitted to Mr. Herbert. 
That, from the recent occurrences in the Figure Class of the School 
of Design, and the discussions which have arisen out of them, the 
Council are satisfied that there do not exist between the Director, 
and the Master of the Figure Class, Mr. Herbert, that confidence and 
harmony which are essential to the successful progress of the School, 
and to its good order, and proper discipline. 

That the Council, seeing no reasonable hope of establishing that 
harmony and confidence, feel compelled, although most reluctantly, 
to adopt one or the other of the following alternatives ; that is, to 
discontinue the services of Mr. Herbert, or to change the Director of 
the School. 

That, having regard to the very important duties confided to the 
Director, in the general management of the School, and to the very 
satisfactory manner in which he has executed them, and also to the 
contemplated change in the instruction of the students in the X^igure, 
which will render Mr. Herbert’s peculiar talents less necessary and 
available to the School, the Council arrive at the conclusion that the 
welfare of the School will be best consulted by terminating Mr. 
Herbert’s engagement. 

That, in taking this step, the Council regret that they can no 
longer avail themselves of the services of an artist of such dis- 
tinguished professional abilities. 
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A letter was read from Mr. Herbert, dated this day, and received 
during the sitting of the Council, stating that being unconscious 
of any dereliction of duty, he had determined not to resign his 
office as Master of the Class for the Figure. 

The receipt of this communication was ordered to be acknow- 
ledged, stating that on its delivery to the Council, which was not 
until some time after the foregoing Resolution had been passed, it 
was read from the Chair, and that, under the circumstances, no 
further notice could be taken of it. 



III. — It was ordered that a copy of the following Resolution of 
the Council, confirmed on the 6th of May, be transmitted to Mr. 
Burchett, Mr. Herman, and Mr. Telfer. 

That the students of the Figure Class who have signed one or 
more of the remonstrances severally addressed to the Board of Trade, 
the Council, Chairman, and Vice-Chairmen of the Council, in which 
they pass judgment on the qualifications of the Master of the Class, 
and the Director of the School, be acquainted that they do continue 
to be excluded from the advantages of the School ; and that none of 
them be readmitted but on special application, in each case to the 
Director, in which they shall acknowledge, in proper terms, the im- 
propriety of their conduct, and express their willingness to conform 
themselves in every respect to all the regulations of the School, as 
the same may be notified to them by the Director ; and unless they 
shall signify their bond fide intention of seeking instruction exclu- 
sively as decorators or designers for manufactures. 

IV. — A letter, dated the 7th of June, was read from the Board 
of Trade, requesting from the Council a Report of the circum- 
stances which led to the exclusion of the students of the Figure 
Class, and of the proceedings of the Council in reference to their 
conduct and complaints. 

The draft of a Report to the Board of Trade, in reply, was then 
^ead, and approved. 



V. — The proposition to establish a Branch School of Design in 
Southwark, as recommended in the memorial to the Council, pre- 
sented April 1st, by Mr. Wyse, M.P., was further discussed, and 
postponed, on account of a general objection entertained by the 
Council to sanction the commencement of a School in premises 
liable to so high a rent as that which was stated to be the lowest 
for which the Leverian Museum could be obtained, namely, 250 
guineas per annum. 



yi- — A letter, dated the 9th of June, was read from the Boarc 
°f Trade, stating reasons for not assenting to the proposed increase 
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of expenditure for the establishment of a separate Elementary 
School, preparatory to the School at Somerset House. 

VII. — The Estimate of Expenditure for the year 1845-46 was 
again brought under consideration, with respect to the following 
propositions, which were unanimously agreed to ; and a series of 
explanations of various items having been read and approved, the 
Estimate was finally confirmed, and it w r as ordered that it be re- 
commended to the Board of Trade. 

1. That Mr. Le Jeune be appointed to the office of Master of the 
Morning Classes for Drawing and Painting, at a salary of £175 per 
annum ; being the amount of salary given to the last Morning Master. 

2. That the salary of Mr. Townsend, as Master of the Evening 
Classes for Drawing and Modelling, be raised from £150 to £200 
per annum. 

3. That Mr. Charles Comyns be appointed as Clerk to the Director, 
at a salary of £52 per annum, commencing from the 17th of March, 
the date of his employment. 

4. That £25 per annum be given to Chantrey Wykeham Deverell, 
as Copying Clerk in the Secretary's office ; that £50 per annum be 
added to the salary of the Assistant- Secretary, and that these two 
payments, amounting together to the salary formerly given to the 
Clerk, do commence from the 1st of February last, since which period 
the duties of the Secretary’s office have been performed by Mr. 
Deverell and his son. 

5. That the salary of Mrs. M‘Ian be raised from £150 to £200 
per annum. 

6. That an increase of half-a-crown a week be made to the present 
wages of Mrs. Hughes, the House Servant, and to Sarah Hughes, 
the Attendant in the Female School. 

VIII. — Lord Colborne read to the Council a letter from Mr. 
Dyce, dated the 7t.h instant, in which that gentleman tendered to 
the Council his resignation of the office of Inspector of Provincial 
Schools, and also intimated that he had signified to the Board of 
Trade, his wish to withdraw from the Council altogether. 

His Lordship then read to the Council his answer to Mr. Dyc e > 
in which he expressed his conviction that he had acted rightly in 
taking a step which would enable an artist of his distinguished 
ability and eminence to employ his time and talents so much 
better. 

On which it was resolved, that, the Council accept Mr. Dyces 
resignation of the office of Inspector of Provincial Schools, and 
fully concur in the opinion expressed by Lord Colborne, in reference 
to the decision which Mr. Dyce has announced. 
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IX. — It was ordered — That written annual engagements be made 
with all the Officers and Masters connected with the School, who 
receive any salary. 

That application be made to the Office of Woods, to cause 
directions to be given for remedying the deficiency of ventilation in 
the room of the Female School, and in the large room of the Male 
School. 



X. — The following payments were ordered to be made for 
purchases sanctioned at the last Meeting of the Council, on the 
3rd instant: — 

£ ff. d. 

Mr. Stibbs, for Books (Lanzi and Spence) . . . .330 

Mr. Penny, for ditto, on Etruscan Vases . . • .300 

Mr. Gruner, for Books of Plates 6 2 6 

Cheques were also authorised to be signed for the following 
payments, in reference to Minute VII. of the present Meeting: — 

£ s. d, 

Mr. Charles Corny ns, as Clerk to the Director, 12 1 10 n n 

Weeks, from 17th March | i- u u 

Mr. Deverell, 4 Months, from 1st February, on) . 

account of £50 per annum extra f 1 

.C. W. Deverell, 4 Months, from 1st February, oni r o 

account of £25 per annum f D 

XI. — Notice was given from the Chair, that, at the next Meeting 
of the Council, a Master of the Figure Class in the Head School 
be appointed, at a salary of £150 per annum; also, that a Master 
be appointed to the Birmingham School, in the place of Mr. 
Dobson, who has resigned. 

Adjourned. 



Read, and Confirmed , July 1st, 1845. 

(Signed) 



COLBORNE, 

Chairman . 



{Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 16.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , July 1st, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Right Honorable Lord Colborne, Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Etty, William, Esq. ; R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P.* 

I. — The Minutes of the last Special Meeting of the Council, on 
the 10th of June, were confirmed. 

II. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
Committee, on the 24th of June, were read and confirmed. 
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Tuesday , June 24 th, 1845. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 
present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

The Director read copies of the letters which he had written, and 
explained the contents of those which he had received since the last 
Monthly Meeting of the Committee, comprising the following : — 

From the Secretary of the Manchester School, reporting that the 
Assistant-Master, Mr. Findon, is inefficient, and requesting his removal. 

From the Secretary of the Nottingham School, requesting the 
appointment of a more efficient Master in the place of Mr. Thompson. 

F rom complaining of injury caused 

to Drawing Masters in Newcastle, by drawing, as an accomplishment, 
being taught to a numerous class of ladies in the School of Design there, 
at the usual rate of the School fees. 

Further consideration of these subjects was referred to the Council, 
and directions were given to obtain from each of the Provincial Schools 
a classified statement of the occupations of the Students. 

Mr. Wilson was directed to prepare, and to present to the Council, 
at their next Meeting, a statement of the facts and reasons which 
render it necessary to apply to the Board of Trade for additional 
accommodation for the Classes in the Head School at Somerset 
House. 

Mr. Deverell then reported, and in part read, thirty-seven letters 
received in the Secretary’s office since the last Monthly Meeting of 
the Committee, for the most part on the usual business of the office : 
also the letters which he had written. Several letters containing appli- 
cations for the vacant office of Master of the Figure Class, were referred 
to the Council. 

'I he Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools, for May, were 
presented. 

Fhe following is an abstract of their contents : — 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of May, 1845. 
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III. — A letter, dated the 27th of June, was read from the 
Committee of the Nottingham School, announcing Mr. Thompsons 
withdrawal from the office of Master of that School ; and it was 
ordered, that the Committee be informed that the Council accept 
Mr. Thompson’s resignation. 

A letter, addressed to Mr. Wilson, was read from the Man- 
chester Committee, requesting that the Assistant- Master, Mr. 
Findon, may be replaced by a more competent teacher. 

Notice was accordingly given from the chair, to appoint, at 
the next Meeting, a new Master at Nottingham School, and a new 
Assistant- Master at the Manchester School. Notice was also 
given to appoint a Master to the School at Norwich. 

IV. — A letter, dated the 9th of J une, 1 845, was read from the 
Board of Trade, relative to the proposition of forming a separate 
School for the Elementary Classes at Somerset House. 

The Director then read the following statement respecting the 
need of additional accommodation for the Classes of the Head 
School. 

Somerset House, 

July l*f, 1845. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I was requested by the Committee of Correspondence, who met 
on the 24th ult., to state to you my views, as Director of the School, 
respecting the very important suggestions relative to the formation of 
an Elementary School, which were contained in the letter from the 
Secretary of the Board of Trade, bearing date the 9th of June last. 

I shall begin by laying before you, in as few words as possible, the 
following statement of facts bearing upon this subject, and which facts 
mainly influenced the Council when they represented to the Board of 
Trade, on the 15th day of April, the necessity of providing efficient 
means for affording both elementary and advanced instruction in the 
School of Design : what I am about to say will explain the inadequate 
accommodation which the present localities of the School afford for 
these purposes. 

It has been suggested that, by demanding a certain amount of 
proficiency in all applicants for admission to the School in Somerset 
House, pupils would be compelled to seek instruction of an elementary 
nature elsewhere ; but it must be observed, as far as the Council are 
informed, that there are no Schools at present in existence in the 
metropolis, whether public or private, in which such instruction is 
afforded ; nor does it appear at all probable that any qualified person 
would venture to speculate in the formation of such Schools, without 
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being previously secure of obtaining a sufficient number of pupils to 
justify the attempt. A large outlay in rent, appropriate fittings, and 
furniture, and a respectable supply of models, would, at the very 
outset, constitute obvious objections. It has also been suggested that 
a premium might be offered to individuals to induce them to set on 
foot Elementary Schools of this description, and that the premium 
might be regulated by the number of pupils so admitted for instruction 
or by the number which were qualified for admission into the Govern- 
ment School ; but such plans must be considered of a very hypothetical 
nature ; there can be no certainty of their success, and after a con- 
siderable expenditure of public money, they might result in a total 
failure. 

Of the importance of sound elementary instruction in drawing there 
can be no doubt ; and it is unquestionably to the total absence of the 
means of obtaining this kind of instruction, that we must attribute the 
low state of design, as applied to manufactures, in this country. It may 
indeed be stated, that if nothing were done beyond securing in our 
Schools of Design a sound course of elementary instruction in the 
drawing of ornament, of architectural forms, and of the figure (even 
without any attempt to teach the higher branches, such as painting 
and ornamental design), a most important benefit would be conferred 
by Government upon the community ; and this limited education, it 
may be said, is the utmost extent of what, in most cases, is already 
afforded m our Provincial Schools. 

It has been found by experience, that hardly any applicants join the 
School, who possess even the slightest knowledge of drawing, or of 
ornament, although we want a certain elementary proficiency in each — 
both of them equally forming the basis of the education of a designer 
and of an ornamentist; and the Council have already been made aware, 
that very few, if any, of the applicants for admission to the School, are 
ever found to possess even a moderate amount of this knowledge beyond 
that which has been acquired by rude and imperfect practice, and 
observation in the workshop. And with reference even to the designers 
for manufactures who are in actual employment, and who are induced 
to join the School for improvement, they also are, in almost every case, 
both entirely deficient in knowledge of ornament, and very indifferent 
draughtsmen ; so that it is necessary to commence, even in their case, 
with a course of elementary instruction. 

But whilst the necessity of providing elementary instruction has led 
to the special fitting up of the School to meet that exigency, the pro- 
gress which is actually made, and the gradual formation of pupils 
capable of advanced studies (giving as it does to the School more and 
more that character which was originally contemplated), render it 
absolutely necessary that some step should be taken to provide accom - 
modation for the one and for the other class of pupils. 

The plan which the Council suggested to the Board of Trade not 
having met with the approbation of their Lordships, I can for the 
piesent only lay before the Council, more distinctly than before, a 
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statement of the accommodation which we do possess, and what is 
absolutely necessary to make this School efficient. 

To make the School really efficient, the following accommodation 
is required : — 



1. An Elementary School, to hold at least 200 pupils — (the large 
room would be sufficient for this purpose). 

2. A Class Room for drawing and painting the figure from the 
round — (the present room now so employed is sufficient for this 
purpose). 

3. A Class Room for drawing and painting ornament from the 
round — (this is quite wanting). 

4. A Class Room for painting in colors — (the ante-room now 
used for this purpose, is also a passage room, and quite insufficient). 

5. A Class Room for the exercise of design (quite wanting). 

6. A Class Room for modelling in (quite wanting). 



In this statement, the minimum of necessary accommodation is set 
forth, and it may be contrasted with that at present possessed, that is 
to say • 

An Elementary School which holds, as at present arranged, about 
150. In the same room, drawing ornament from the round is carried 
on, and modelling, as also painting, under the most disadvantageous 
circumstances as to space. 

A Coloring Room, which accommodates, at most, ten pupils, whilst 
the class consists of a much larger number. 

A Figure Room, in which a number of the pupils in the class of 
Color are obliged to work. 

The difficulties which accompany this narrow accommodation can 
hardly be exaggerated — much inconvenience to the pupils is necessarily 
the result ; the models and examples are imperfectly exhibited, and it 
is difficult to preserve them ; and the best efforts of the Masters to 
teach important branches of art are rendered of difficult execution. 

The Council will feel that it is not my province to suggest new 
distributions of apartments at the disposal of Government ; but if the 
additional occupation which I have explained as requisite for our 
purpose, could be afforded in Somerset House itself, the School would 
he rendered much more perfect, and every object would be attained at 
a very moderate additional cost. The present staff of Masters, with a 
few Assistants at moderate salaries, would suffice, and this main and 
simple advantage would result, — that the School would be united under 
°ne roof. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

^ he foregoing statement was received and approved, and it was 
ordered that a copy of it be transmitted to the Secretary of the 
board of Trade, with a request that it may be brought under the 
consideration of that Board. 
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^ V. — A letter, dated the 14th of June, was read from the Board of 
Trade, enclosing copy of a request from Mr. Dyce to have his name 
withdrawn from the list of the Council, and stating that the Board 
of Trade had accordingly complied with Mr. Dyce’s request. 

VI. — A communication, received at the hour of the present 
Meeting, was presented from Mr. Herbert, and the Secretary was 
directed to state to Mr. Herbert that the attention of the Council 
being required to dispose of the matters on the Agenda, consider- 
ation of his letter was deferred to the next Meeting. 

VII. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
Committee held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, 
were read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered 
to be made accordingly. 

Tuesday, July 1 st, 1845 . 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair ; 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S: 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 



Salaries : — £ »• d - 

Mr. Wilson, for June 33 6 8 

Mr. Dyce, ditto 868 

Mr. Herbert, ditto 16 13 4 

Ditto, July 16 13 4 

Mr. Deverell, June 20 16 8 

Mr. Townsend, ditto 16 13 4 

Ditto, May 434 

Mr. Hammersley, June 434 

Mr. Murdoch, ditto 434 

Mr. Stewart, ditto 434 

C. W. Deverell ditto 2 18 

Mrs. MTan, ditto 16 13 4 

Ditto, May 434 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, ditto 8 6 8 

Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, June 5 0 0 

Miss Waterhouse, Four Weeks, to 26th June ... 440 

Mr. Comyns, Four Weeks, to 30tli June .... 4 0 0 



Mr. Robertson, Assistant-Master, Glasgow, Three) 17 io 0 

Months, from 1st April ) 

Mr. Le Jeune, Twenty Days, from 10th June . 9 14 6 

Mr. Denby, Exhibitioner, One Quarter, to 25th June 7 10 0 

Mr. Lingford, ditto, ditto, ditto 7 10 u 
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Usual Monthly Advance for Wages and Petty Cash) 

Payments j 

Messrs. Hering and Remington, for Supplies of Books! ooc 
for Provincial Schools .... f .... J 296 



Mr. Brucciani, for Casts for ditto 

British Museum, for Casts 

Mr. Chinnery, for Freightage 

Mr. Worrall, for Casts 

Gas Company, Supply for May 

Messrs. Chapman and Hall, for Advertising Prize List 

in the Art Union Journal 

Mr. Bailliere, for Books 

Mr. Stibbs, for Books 



433 

69 

3 

16 

8 



0 

4 

17 
11 

5 
0 

18 

4 

4 

2 



d. 

0 

3 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

6 



The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of receipts and payments 
were verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers. 



July 1st, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House, 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant tor Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance at last Audit) 
on June 3rd . . J 


£ s. d. 


£ *. d. 


£ s. d . 


£ s. d. 


545 11 0 


3,659 18 10 


1,421 19 8 


5,627 9 6 


Dr. 

To Amount of Fees 
received for June : — 

Male School — 
Morning. £15 16 0 
Evening .12 7 0 
Female School 5 10 0 


33 13 0 






33 13 0 




579 4 0 


3,659 18 10 


1,421 19 8 


5,661 2 6 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 


66 4 0 




66 4 0 


°n a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 


• • 


115 4 0 


56**9 2 


115 4 0 
56 9 2 


Balance in the Bank 1 
J uly 1st, 1845 . f 


513 0 0 


3,544 14 10 


1,365 10 6 


5,423 5 4 



(Examined) W. R. HAMILTON. 



Q 
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VIII. — The Director read his Monthly Report for June, as 
follows : — 



Attendance of the Students in the Schools at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of June, 1845. 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 


fields. 




Mor. 


Ev. 


Fem. 




Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the) 
number entered during the Month j 

Morning School : — 


97 


134 


58 


204 


Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 


84 


. . 


. . 


30 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


53 


. . 


. . 


20 


Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 


78 


•• 


*• 


22 


Evening School : — 










LargestNumber who have attended on any oneEvening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto * 


. , 


119 


54 


170 


. . 


93 


40 


150 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 


• • 


104 


46 


160 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 
Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 










Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing • . . 


63 


71 




148 


Class 4. Shading from the Flat 


14 


18 




43 


Class 3. Shading from Casts 


4 


5 




14 


Class 2. Elementary Coloring ...... 


8 


5 




.. 


Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design .... 


13 


16 




10 


Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 
Ornamental Design . 










Class 3. Elementary 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of) 
Drapery J 








.. 


.. 


4 


•• 


1 


Class 1 . Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Round • 










Classes for Modelling . 










Class 2, Elementary 

Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 
Original Designs ....... } 


2 


15 


•• 


6 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The Report which I have to offer at this season, is somewhat 
longer than my usual Monthly Reports, as I wish to submit to the 
Council, as briefly as the subject will allow, some general remar 'S 
upon the state not only of the Head School, but also of the Branch a 11 
Provincial Schools. 
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It appears to have been thought at first, that, for the instruction ot 
ornamentists or designers for manufactures, the most appropriate 
Masters must be ornamentists ; but the very fact of our acknowledged 
inferiority in the arts of design, as applied to manufactures or decoration, 
rendered it impossible to find Masters of this description of sufficient 
taste and skill to fill these situations with success. 

Whilst English designers are by no means sufficiently artists to 
constitute them good teachers, on the other hand, our artists generally 
are not sufficiently acquainted with the principles and practice of orna- 
mental design. 

But as the great object of the institution of these Schools is the 
education eg d esigners and ornamentists, in a higher degree than has 
been hitherto attainable, in those principles of art which are most 
likely to improve them — as the object is, in fact, to throw m ore fine art 
into t heir prac tice, the only method by which we can hope to attain 
this, is bythe employment of Masters really instructed in art them- 
selves, and able to communicate this knowledge to others ; and although 
they may be deficient in a practical acquaintance with ornament, or the 
application of design to manufactures, they are certain to effect much 
more good by their instructions than the former class of Masters, that 
is, mere ornamentists, deficient, so far as our experience goes, in know- 
ledge of art, and devoid of any refinement in taste. 

Originally the School had one Master, viz., the Master of the Figure, 
an artist, the others were ornamentists ; now all are artists ; and this is 
the most important change which I have to notice. 

The next which has been effected can hardly be deemed less import- 
ant viz., that a new class of Probationers or Assistant-Masters has 
been established, instead of that of the Exhibitioners. This proceeding 
can hardly be called a change, as from all that I have been able to 
learn, it was hoped, when the class of Exhibitioners was first established, 
that educated young men, with some knowledge as artists, would be 
induced to join the School with a view to becoming Exhibitioners ; but 
this not proving the case, the Exhibitions were filled up from amongst 
the best pupils then in the School, and from this class the Country 
schools, which the Council was called upon to establish, were in 
several cases provided with Masters. When it became evident that 
this system of providing Masters for the Provincial Schools would not 
answer, and upon the establishment of the new class of Probationers, 
!t was understood that the Exhibitioners might still receive appoint- 
ments as Assistant-Masters in Provincial Schools, and four have been 
actually appointed, viz., Mr. Kyd to Birmingham, where he gives 
satisfaction ; Mr. Brown to Spitalfields, who also gives satisfaction ; 
and Mr. Rice upon my recommendation, received an appointment, from 
e Honorable Board of Commissioners for Manufactures in Scotland, 
and I am informed that his services are highly appreciated there. 

Findon was appointed Assistant- Master at Manchester, and I 
re gret to say that the Committee there have found it necessary to 
a Ppiy to the Council to remove him. Two Exhibitioners remain, 
res pectable well-conducted young men, and who naturally feel anxious 

Q 2 
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with regard to their position; they are entitled to much sympathy: 
they were placed in their present position before they had attained to 
any proficiency ; they have made, however, very considerable progress. 
It was my duty to lay before the Council my convictions upon this 
subject : my chief difficulty, in my position as Director, has arisen from 
this class. J could not reconcile it to my sense of duty to suggest 
further appointments of Provincial Head Masters from it ; and the 
disappointment of the hopes which the Exhibitioners naturally enter- 
tained of becoming Masters of Schools, led them to regard me with 
distrust, if not with a stronger feeling, — whilst I have felt their position 
was a painful one for themselves. 

With regard to the new class of Probationers or Assistant-Masters, 
I think that I may state that the establishment of this class has been 
so far successful ; they are not all of equal abilities, but possess in 
different degrees, qualifications which fit them for their appointments 
in a much higher degree than any of the young men hitherto sent 
from the School, with the exception of Mr. Dobson of Birmingham. 
Whilst they have studied ornamental art in the School, they have 
acted as Assist ant-Masters, with a view to becoming accustomed to 
tuition: for a time they performed this duty in rotation, week about; 
but this arrangement proved injurious to the pupils from the frequent 
changes, and with the exception of the elementary Outline Classes, 
I was induced to apportion to each a fixed class of pupils — a plan which 
has been successful in every respect. This plan, however, can only be 
carried into effect in the Morning School ; and in the Evening School 
the other necessarily subsists, and certainly, as I have observed, to the 
disadvantage of the pupils, as they receive at times what appears to 
them to be conflicting advice, which renders a remedy necessary. 

I think that I may fairly state that our approaching Exhibition will 
prove that the progress which has been made during the past Session 
has been considerable. Wehave now in the School a greater number 
of practical designers, than at any former period, and a greater amount 
of talent and industry. 

During the past year, more interest and more satisfaction in our 
proceedings has been expressed by manufacturers, — more employment 
offered to and accepted by pupils than at any former period, as may be 
seen by an examination of my Monthly Reports. 

I would here especially guard the Council against the idea that the 
School suffers any loss from the absence of the greater part of the 
suspended pupils. This School was, I believe, established for the 
exclusive benefit of designers for manufacturers, and omamentists ; but 
I am not aware, so far as I have been able to ascertain, that there was 
one such designer amongst the 37 who formed a portion of a School or, 
at that time, 310, including the females ; and I do not think, so far as 
I have been able to form a judgment, from observation, that there was 
one who intended becoming such : most of them, under the name o 
ornamentists, I believe intended to become artists ; some were engravers > 
and a minority only were of the class to which instruction can leg ltl 
mately be afforded in this School. 
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^vances in numbers and extent of studies, the 
insufficiency of the accommodation, special as well as general, becomes 
more evident. We are called upon to provide for a constantly 
increasing demand for instruction, chiefly, of course, of an elementary 
nature : every month during the past Session the number of applicants 
increased ; and if next year they increase in the same ratio, we may 
have as many applicants waiting outside, as our accommodation enables 
us to admit. Whilst we must of necessity provide for this as far as 
it may be possible, our advanced pupils are also increasing in number, 
so that it becomes very difficult to accommodate both classes ; and in 
the execution of specimens for exhibition, the inconvenience which they 
ha\ e been subjected to can scarcely be exaggerated. Classes of totally 
different descriptions, requiring different dispositions of space, fittings, 
and different modes of lighting, are carried on in the same room, and 
of course embarrass the operations of each other. Latterly I have been 
compelled to remove out of the great room some of the furniture pro- 
vided for the Elementary classes, and to delay the admission of new 
applicants. 



Notwithstanding these disadvantages, the School has certainly made 
very satisfactory progress in the direct purposes of its establishment, but it 
is to be regretted that its operations should in any respect be restricted. 

Having thus generally described the state of the School, I beg to 
offer a few further observations upon its defects, and the means of 
improving its efficiency. 

The Evening School of ornament, which is by far the most numer- 
ously attended, and by a valuable description of pupils, being those most 
advanced in t he practice of design, must ever be limited in its opera- 
tions : the difficulties attending coloring in the evening, and the 
necessarily short space for winch an evening school can be open 
sufficiently, account for it. 

The Morning School has steadily advanced in numbers, but the 
majority of the pupils are youths under fourteen years of age. There are, 
o\yever, a considerable number of advanced students ; and of late, 
several young men, some of whom are practically acquainted with 
f^ctures, have come from different parts of the country to join the 
c ?° I am also informed that we may look forward to advanced 
pupils m the Provincial Schools coming to London to attend the Head 
oW°°i ’ . e ^ nse living in London appears to be the chief 
acle. It is in the Morning School chiefly that our next improve- 
ments should be effected. 

• n . doming School we have one Head Master, who teaches 
of d an ^ ^^ ure ’ w hil st the Assistant-Masters conduct the rest 
e instruction, as already described. No architectural drawing or 
Perspective is taught — a serious deficiency, which I endeavoured to 
a mecly by my own exertions ; but my various duties rendered the fixed 
j re g u l ar discharge of such an occupation absolutely impossible, 
ten/l 6 P ro P osa l f° r a special and separate Elementary School, I con- 
an Pl ate( l, with the sanction of the Council, a system of classification, 
( hat separate classes should be held at separate hours, under differ- 
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ent Masters, as practised abroad. It is evident that such a plan could 
be carried out much more economically under one roof : no great addi- 
tional expense for outfit would be required, and a small amoimt only 
for fittings ; whilst the addition of one Master, for architecture and 
perspective, and two, or perhaps three, Assistant-Masters, at moderate 
salaries, would render our establishment comparatively perfect. 

I would here observe, that I would propose that these Assistants 
should be practical ornamentists, as this would effect that union of 
instruction in the principles of art and of practical application, which 
it is out of the question to hope may be afforded by individual profes- 
sors of painting and the figure ; and as our chief appointments are filled 
by Englishmen, I should not hesitate to recommend the employment 
of some Italian artists in these subordinate situations, as they may be 
esteemed the best educated ornamentists known. 

Such arrangements would, in every respect, involve a much smaller 
outlay than any other plan whatever, provided always the necessary 
accommodation could be granted us. 

I now turn to the Provincial and Branch Schools ; and with regard 
to these, the first question which must occupy the attention of Council 
is of a very serious nature. At Newcastle, it appears that there is a 
disposition to overlook the real object of the Institution, and to afford 
instruction to very different classes of individuals from those at first 
contemplated ; and I fear that we. may look forward to the legitimate 
interests of artists being arrayed against us by this abuse, as, if care is 
not taken, schools established for the benefit of the manufacturing 
community will be made into cheap drawing schools for the benefit of 
the middle and even upper classes ; and in the establishment of female 
schools this is still more evident. 

I have received a lettei from an artist in Newcastle, in which this is 
chiefly complained of ; and by Mr. Dyce’s report, and by enquiries 
which I have made, it will be seen that the complaint is well founded. 

With respect to Birmingham, as a new Master is required there, it 
is for the Council to decide whether the question of the real nature of 
this School shall be entered upon or not ; but it is now a flourishing insti- 
tution, filled with pupils of the right class, — still it is of a mixed character 
also ; it may be advisable to submit the question of the state and con- 
stitutions of that School, as well as that of Newcastle, to a Committee. 

With regard to the other Schools, Manchester, York, and Glasgow 
are in a favorable state, whilst Sheffield, Nottingham, and Coventry 
are less so. The Master at Nottingham has resigned, which is a 
fortunate circumstance, as the Committee earnestly desired his removal- 
At Sheffield the utmost apathy exists, with regard to the School ; and 
at Coventry it appears that steps are necessary for its improvement. 

I shall briefly notice the School at Spitalfields, in conclusion. The 
prevailing idea in this School has been to make designers for silk* 
premiums are offered for designs, and the pupils are encouraged to 
design before they have well learnt to draw, and I fear that the p re ' 
vailing evil of a race of designers who cannot draw may be perpetuate* 
by this system. It is desirable that this should be amended. 
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I have to observe, that this School has produced a considerable 
number of pupils distinguished by their ability, and a more regular 
course of instruction might by this time have exhibited more favorable 
results than have been actually attained ; but pupils are yearly invited 
to design, by offered premiums, for which they eagerly compete. It is 
desirable that such premiums should be offered, but no one should be 
allowed to compete for them, unless he has passed through all the 
preparatory classes. The remedy appears to me a very simple one, 
viz., a decision on the part of the Council that a progressive course of 
instruction shall be strictly followed, and that the passage of pupils 
from one class to another shall depend upon the decision of the 
Director only. 

Altogether the pupils in this School are placed somewhat at a dis- 
advantage, most of them are obliged to work hard during the day, at 
their respective employments, aud many are unable to attend except at 
a very late hour in the evening, and for a short time only ; still all this 
only makes it the more essential that a sound course of elementary 
instruction should be afforded ; and I think it very desirable that those 
who have gone through this course should, if they can attend, be 
admitted as free pupils in the Head School, and supplied with materials 
to a certain extent. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Somerset House, Director . 

July 1845 . 

Confirmation of the foregoing Report was ordered to be deferred 
until printed copies of it have been circulated in the Minutes of 
this Meeting ; and the matters therein relating to the Schools at 
Birmingham, Newcastle, and Spitalfields, were referred to the 
Correspondence Committee, to consider and report thereon to the 
Council. 



IX. — A Special Committee, consisting of the following Members- 
of the Council, was appointed to award the Prizes in the Head 
School, and to make the requisite arrangements for their distribution. 



Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq. Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. Richmond, George, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

It was ordered, that the distribution of the Prizes shall take 
place on Wednesday, the 23rd of July ; and that the Committee 
shall meet on Tuesday, the 22nd of July, to award them; and also 
on some earlier day, to determine upon the requisite arrangements. 



X. — Mr. John Heaviside was appointed to the office of Master 
pfthe School at Birmingham, at a salary of £120 per annum, 
d being understood that the Birmingham Committee will add 
1 hereto £30 per annum. 
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XI. — Applications for the office of Master of the Figure Class 
were presented from Mr. Severn, Mr. Horsley, and Mr. Armitage. 

Mr. Severn and Mr. Horsley were then severally proposed, and 
put to the vote ; and Mr. Horsley having a majority of votes, was 
appointed, at a salary of £ 1 50 per annum, to the office lately held 
by Mr. Herbert. 

XII. — The Council next considered the question of appointing 
an Inspector of the Provincial Schools, in the place of Mr. Dyce; 
and Mr. Poynter and Mr. Redgrave having been severally pro- 
posed and voted for as candidates for the office, the majority of 
votes appeared for Mr. Poynter. The Secretary was therefore 
directed to inform that gentleman that the Council has appointed 
him to the office of Inspector, at the same salary as that of Mr. 
Dyce, and that it be referred to the Correspondence Committee to 
consider any re-arrangements that may be necessary with respect 
to the manner and frequency of the inspection of the Provincial 
Schools. 

XIII. — The subject of forming a Branch School of Design in 
Southwark was resumed, in reference to the memorial presented on 
the 1st of April, by Mr. Wyse, M.P. ; and the circumstances of 
the proposition having been fully discussed, it was resolved — 

1 . That the Council are prepared to recommend to the Board of 
Trade, to concur in the establishment of a Branch School of Design 
in Southwark, and to supply £150 per annum towards its mainte- 
nance, on receiving a guarantee that a sum not less than £150 per 
annum shall be subscribed for that purpose by the parties who take 
an interest in the establishment of such a School. The Council to 
grant also an amount for outfit of furniture, examples of art, &c., not 
exceeding £300. 

2. That the Provisional Committee on this subject be informed 
that the Council do not deem it expedient that the building, late the 
Leverian Museum, should be engaged for this purpose, on account 
of the amount of expense which will thereby be incurred. 

In reply to a letter, which was presented from the Surrey 
Literary Institution, offering apartments for the proposed Branch 
School in that district, it was ordered to be stated that the Council 
are not able to avail themselves of this offer. 

XIV. — Printed copies of the draft of the Fourth Annual Report, 
for 1844-45, were presented; and it was ordered that a Special 
Meeting of the Council be summoned on Monday, the 7th instant, 
to consider and confirm this Report, in order that it may be sub- 
mitted to the Board of Trade. 
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XV. — It was ordered, that a Register be kept, as formerly, 
of the attendance of the Masters in the Head School, and Officers 
under the superintendence of the Director; that the keeping of it be 
committed to the Director’s Clerk, and that each of those Masters 
and Officers be required to write his name therein daily, at the 
time of his entrance. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , A ugust bth , 1845. 

(Signed) HENRY BELLENDEN KER, 

Vice-Chairman, 



{Confirmed Minutes .) 



( Confidential . — No. 17.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , August 5 th, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



PRESENT : 

In the Chair , 

Henry Bellenden Ker, Esq., Vice-Chairman ; 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I- — The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Council* 
on the 1st of July, were confirmed. 

H* — The following Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council 
on the 7th of July, were read and confirmed : — 
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Monday , July 1th , 1845. 

The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

PRESENT : 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair ; 

Etty, William, Esq., K.A. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

I. The following extract was read from the Minutes of the last 
Meeting of the Council, on the 1st of July. 

“ Minute X. — Printed copies of the draft of the Fourth Annual 

Report for 1844-45, were presented ; and it was ordered that a Special 

Meeting of the Council be summoned on Monday, the 7th instant, to 

consider and confirm this Report, in order that it may be submitted 

to the Board of Trade.” 

II. A letter, of the 7th instant, was read from Mr. Lefevre, approving 
of the printed Draft Report of the Council to the Board of Trade, for 
1844-45. The Report was then read, and several emendations being 
directed to be made, it was ordered that it be transmitted to Mr. Lefevre, 
with a request that he will present it to the Board of Trade. 

III. A letter, dated the 4th of July, was read from the Board of 
Trade, expressing their Lordships approval of the proceedings of the 
Council, with respect to the suspension of the students of the Figure 
Class ; and a reply was prepared and ordered to be transmitted to Mr. 
Lefevre. 

IV. A letter, dated the 6th of July, addressed to Mr. Hamilton, was 
read from Mr. Poynter, expressing that gentleman’s acceptance of the 
office of Inspector of the Provincial Schools, and consequent intention 
of resigning his seat in the Council. 

V. It was ordered that the Committee on Prizes be summoned to 
meet on Tuesday, the 15th instant, at three o’clock, to consider and 
determine upon arrangements for the distribution of Prizes, on the 23rd 
of July. 

Adjourned. 

III. — TTie following Minutes of Meetings of the Prize Com- 
mittee were read and confirmed : — 
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Tuesday , July 15 th, 1845. 

The Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 

PRESENT .* 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Minute V. of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Council, on the 1st 
of July, appointing this Committee was read ; also the Minute of a 
Special Meeting of the Council, on the 7th of July, appointing the 
present Meeting of the Committee, to consider and determine upon 
arrangements for the distribution of Prizes, on the 23rd instant. 

The following Resolutions were then passed: — 

1. That the Council be summoned to meet on Wednesday, the 
23rd instant, at one o’clock, to assist at the distribution of the 
prizes. 

2. That Lord Colbome be requested to take the chair on this 
occasion. 

3. That the distribution be conducted without any further form 
than may be necessary for the accommodation of the Council and 
the students. 

4. That the Female pupils be admitted on this occasion. 

5. That no tickets be issued for the admission of strangers. 

# 6- That the Exhibition of Designs and Models be open to the 
friends of the students during two subsequent days, under the super- 
intendence of the Director. 

Adjourned. 

Tuesday , July 22nd, 1845. 

The Committee met this day at One o’clock. 

PRESENT : 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair ; 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. The Committee examined the specimens of drawings, paintings 
and modelling ; and awarded the prizes as stated in the following list : 
the amount being £201, which was ordered to be paid. 
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Prizes awarded , July 22nd, 1845. 



Female School. 

Design for a Chintz Pattern . . . Marian Cooke 

Ditto E. Rowley 

Arabesque Painting in Oil . . . . M. Filmore . . 

Design for a China Vase . . . . J. Bragg . . . 

Ditto for a Muslin Curtain . . . M. L. Smith . . 

Two ditto, ditto M. Jordan . . 

Copy of an Arabesque, in Tempera . M. E. Channon . 

Ditto M. Jordan 

Painting of Foliage, Fruits, &c., from 

Nature Elizabeth Hunter 

Ditto, ditto ........ Eliza Adds 

Flowers, from Nature M. Shaw . . 

Two ditto C. Jennings . . 

Chalk Drawing from the Round . . J. E. Ovington . 

Ditto E. Clunes . . . 

Chalk Drawing from the Flat . . . M. J. Paton . . 

„ „ ditto . . . . J. Mercy . . . 

Chalk Drawing of a Head . . . . M. E. Channon . 

Design and Model for a Vase . . . Mary Farrer . . 

Outlines from Plants Clarissa Jennings 

Ditto Mary M. Culbard 



£ 


s . 


d. 


5 


5 


0 


2 


2 


0 


8 


8 


0 


5 


5 


0 


5 


5 


0 


2 


2 


0 


3 


0 


0 


2 


10 


0 


3 


3 


0 


2 


2 


0 


3 


3 


0 


2 


2 


0 


2 10 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


2 


0 


1 


1 


0 


2 


2 


0 


5 


5 


0 


2 


2 


0 


2 


2 


0 









63 


11 


0 




Male School. 










Design for a Carpet 


I. K. Harvey . 


. 8 


8 


0 


»> 


for Silk Hangings .... 


W. E. Cadman 


. 8 


8 


0 


>* 


for a Printed Table Cover . . 


W. E. Cadman 


. 5 


5 


0 




for Paper Hanging . • . 


H. C. Wilde . 


. 6 


6 


0 




for ditto 




. 3 


3 


0 


if 


for a richly carved Book Case . 


John Woods . 


. 8 


8 


0 


»> 


for an Arabesque Decoration 










if 


in Oil 


W. Denby 


. 5 


5 


0 


1J 


for an Arabesque, inWaxPainting T. J. Lingford 


. 5 


5 


0 


J» 


for a China Vase . . . • 


W. C. Wild . 


. 5 


5 


0 


if 


for a Chintz Pattern . . • 


J. K. Harvey . 


. 5 


5 


0 


a 


for a ditto ...... 


G. Wallace . 


. 2 


2 


0 


tt 


for a Glass Chandelier 


D. Pearce 


. 5 


5 


0 


a 


for a ditto . . . . • . 


John Strudwick 


. 3 


3 


0 


a 


for a Muslin Curtain . • . 


W. C. Wild . 


. 2 


2 


0 


a 


for a Bronze Candelabrum 


D. Pearce 


. 5 


5 


0 


a 


for a Pix 


R. Jefferson . 


. 5 


5 


0 


Two designs for Shawls 


C. Hairs . 


. 5 


5 


0 


One ditto 


J. Gilbert . . 


. 1 


10 


0 


Ditto 




C. Hanson 


. 1 


10 


0 


Painting from Casts, Silks, &c. . . 


J. S. Pearse . 


. 3 


0 


0 


Ditto 




G. Eyre . . 


. 2 


10 


0 


Painting in Grisaille 


C. E. I-Iadow 


. 2 


0 


0 


Two ditto 


H. Green . 


. 1 


10 


0 


Painting of the Figure, in Grisaille . 


W. Denby 


. 3 


0 


0 


Outline Drawing of Ornament . . . 


W. Bowrey . 


. 1 


10 


0 


Ditto 






. 1 


1 


0 
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Male School — (continued). 

Shaded Drawing from the Flat . . R. Knight . 

»> » ditto . . J. B. Hennel . 

» >t from the Round . . C. Blackmore 

» » ditto . . J. Dawe • 



£ s. d. 
2 0 0 
1 10 0 
2 10 0 
1 15 0 



Modelling. 

Copy from a Cast of Ornament . . W. Davis . . . 2 10 0 

Two ditto J. Breese . . . 1 10 0 

Model of Plants, from Nature . , . C. O’Reilly ..330 

Ditto James Freyberg .220 

Design for a Console H. Durrant ..440 

Ditto H. Abercrombie .440 

Design for a Vase W. J. Wills ..550 



£137 9 0 
Female ... 63 11 0 



Total . . £201 0 0 

II. The Director was requested to prepare a Report on the Prizes, to 
be read at the Meeting for the distribution of them on the 22nd instant. 

Adjourned. 

IV. — The following Minutes of the Council were read and con- 
firmed : — 

Wednesday , July 23rd, 1845. 

The Council met this day, in the School-room, at One o’clock, for 
the distribution of the Prizes. 



present : — 

The Lord Colborne, in the Chair ; 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R S. 

Ker, Henry Bellenden, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

The Masters and students, including those of the Female School* 
were present, and several visitors, admitted by the Director. 

I. Lord Colborne made some general remarks upon the satisfactory 
character of the Exhibition. 

H. The Director then read the following Report in the name 
of the Committee, which had met on the preceding day to award the 

The Committee of the Council appointed to award the Prizes having 
examined the various designs and drawings exhibited by the competing 
students, have much satisfaction in testifying the great improvement 
which has been made in the School during the past session. The 
designs are more numerous, better executed, and display more know- 
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ledge of ornament, and greater range of taste and composition, than 
those exhibited on any similar occasion, and Hold out a cheering pro- 
spect of continued improvement on the part of the students. The 
Committee have also much satisfaction in reporting that some of the 
students are already engaged as designers by manufacturers; and 
several of the designs which are now exhibited have been purchased 
by Messrs. Holland and Son, of Marylebone-street, St. James’s. 

Three of the principal designs now exhibited, viz., the arabesque 
design called Painting and Music, by Mr. Murdoch ; that called Peace 
and War, by Mr. Stewart ; and one in the Pompeian style, by Mr. 
Hammersley, — have not been executed in competition, being the works 
of the Assistant-Masters who have been engaged in the study of orna- 
ment, and employed as elementary Teachers in the Head School during 
the last year. The Committee have much pleasure in alluding in terms 
of praise to the productions of these gentlemen, and also to the cartoon 
by Mr. Murdoch, which he has executed at home, and which is most 
creditable to his industry and advancement in his studies. 

However important these and other meritorious designs of the same 
description may be, the Committee mention with still more satisfaction 
the various designs for manufactures which are exhibited, as these more 
especially bear on the main purpose for which this School was originally 
established^ namely, the education of designers for manufactures. Many 
meritorious designs of this description have been executed this session, 
both in the Male and in the Female Schools ; and the Committee have 
awarded prizes to those who have executed them. 

The, drawings and paintings which have been executed by students 
m the elementary classes are also satisfactory. During the past session 
an Evening Painting Class has been established, in consequence of a 
large portion of the students, to whom the study of the practice of paint- 
ing is of essential importance, being only able to attend in the evening; 
but as painting by gas-light is attended with considerable difficulty, 
the practice of these students has been chiefly confined to subjects from 
casts, or groups of still life. This arrangement has been found to be 
of great practical benefit to the students, and the works produced by 
them have very considerable merit. 

The Committee refer with particular satisfaction to the works of the 
pupils in the Female School, the greater part of which are of high 
promise ; and they have the pleasure of reporting that some of these 
designs also have been purchased, and that employment has been 
offered to female designers. In connection with the Female School 
the Committee has to notice the very excellent productions in wood 
engraving by the class of designers for that branch of art. 

Abe Modelling Class is the last which the Committee has to notice; 
a nd in this, as in all the others, the progress has this year been very 
satisfactory, and consequently a greater number of prizes have been 
awarded than formerly. A model has also been produced in the Female 
Class to which the Committee have also awarded a prize. 

. As upon former occasions, the Committee have recommended an 
mcrease or diminution in the value of the prizes as circumstances have 
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required ; and they have also awarded a few extra prizes where they 
seemed to be called for by the merit of the works offered in competition. 

The Committee conclude this report by repeating the expression of 
the satisfaction they have felt in bearing testimony to the progress made 
by the students during the last year, especially when the short time that 
many of them have been able to attend is considered, and their hope 
that the prizes now awarded may incite, both those to whom they are 
adjudged and those to whom they are not adjudged, to renewed exer- 
tions. 

III. The Prizes were delivered by Lord Colborne to the successful 
competitors, as awarded by the Prize Committee ; and his Lordship 
expressed the satisfaction of the Council towards the Director, Masters, 
and Teachers severally, of the Male and Female Schools, with respect 
to the manner in which they had performed the duties confided to 
them. 

IV. Mr. Ker moved, and Mr. Pellatt seconded, an expression of 
the thanks of the Council to Lord Colborne for the important services 
rendered to the School by his Lordship’s great attention to its affairs 
and interests. 

Adjourned. 

V. — The following Minutes of the Correspondence Committee 
were read and confirmed : — 

Tuesday , July 29th , 1845. 

The Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 

PRESENT : 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Ambrose Poynter, Esq., as Inspector of the Provincial Schools, was 
present, by invitation of the Committee. 

I. Mr. Wilson reported his correspondence since the last meeting of 
the Committee. The more important letters were as follows : — 

From several manufacturers who had engaged pupils from the 
Head School. 

From Mr. George, a suspended student, expressing regret, and 
requesting re-admission. 

From Mr. Horsley, on accepting the office of Master of the Figure 
Class. 

From the Committee of the York School, expressing satisfaction 
with the examples of ornamental art lent for exhibition in that 
School. 

From the Committee of the Nottingham School, stating that Mr- 
Thompson, the late Master, had commenced business on his own 
account, as a house decorator. 
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To Mr. Heaviside, the newly appointed Master of the Birmingham 
School, giving directions respecting his duties in that office. 

lo Mr. Horsley, Master of the Figure Class, explaining details 
with regard to his duties, and course of proceeding in the performance 
of them. 



II. The Director read a statement of his recommendations respecting 
the appointment of Mr. James Hammersley to the vacant office of 
Master in the Nottingham School, at a salary of £150 per annum, in 
the place of Mr. Thompson; of Mr. William Stewart to the office of 
Master of the Norwich School, at a salary of £150 per annum; and 
of Mr. John Townsend to the office of Assistant-Master in the Man- 
chester School, at a salary of £100 per annum, in the place of Mr. 
Findon. 

These recommendations were considered and approved by the Com- 
mittee, and it was ordered that they be recommended to the Council at 
their next meeting. 

III. The following statement and proposition respecting the Bir- 
mingham School was read, and referred to the Council for further 
consideration, with a recommendation to adopt it : — 



Memorandum on the present state of the Branch School of Design at 
Birmingham . 

The Rev. James Prince Lee, Head Master of the High School at 
Birmingham, and a Member of the Committee of the Branch School 
ol Design there, has been for some days in London, and has communi- 
cated with the Director, and with Members of the Council, on difficulties 
which exist at present in the management and support of the Birming- 
ham School, and which, if not met bv the Council, mav lead to its 
extinction. 



Birmingham School was originally established in connection 
)pi *h e Society of Arts there. The apartments are held in common. 
1 he Masters engaged for the one, teach also in the other, and the rent 
and charges of the establishment are borne by the funds of the two. 

It has not yet been found practicable in Birmingham, to set on foot 
a Corning School for the students of industrial art alone ; and con- 
sequently, it is only at the Evening School, that the real purpose of 
TV Vernment of Design is fully carried out. 

his Evening School has been, and continues to be, remarkably well 
a ended, and the students have shown much talent and industry. The 
^oiks executed by them as exhibited in London, or reported on by the 
] n / Si r° r ’ ^ em very g reat credit, and speak highly in favor of the 
a e Master, Mr. Dobson, whose talents were duly appreciated by the 
°cal Committee, but who has, unfortunately for the School, lately 
Signed his situation. 



i* Heaviside has recently been appointed to succeed Mr. Dobson, 
a ^ ead Master, at a salary of £150 a year, and from the character and 
r 1 . ltles °f that gentleman, the Committee feel confident that the course 
instruction will continue to be efficiently prosecuted. 



R 



258 



The average number of students on the books for the last nine months, 
has been 179 males, and 65 females : — Total, 244. 

There is also a Morning School of Fine Art, which is very well 
attended, but it is frequented by few of the students of ornamental art, 
many of these being otherwise engaged in the morning. This arrange- 
ment is a consequence of the connection above referred to with the 
Society of Arts. The education given in this class does not materially 
differ from that adopted in the other, to form designers for manufac- 
turers ; and the local Committee believe it to be of great benefit to the 
town, as calculated to impart taste and knowledge of art amongst the 
manufacturers themselves; the students being chiefly of this class. 

The premises occupied by the School are peculiarly fit for the pur- 
pose. They are in the best part of the town, and are easy of access to 
the pupils, and to the Members of the Committee, but the rent is con- 
sequently high, and owing to the existence of a previous debt, the 
charges on the premises are not less than £180 per annum. 

The pay of the Masters requires £250 per annum, and, in consequence 
of the privilege (which has been long established, and cannot, it is 
apprehended, be yet abolished, without serious injury to the School), of 
every subscriber of £1 to nominate a pupil gratis, the subscription 
though nominally of* a considerable amount, is really small ; and it is 
stated that the present state of commercial affairs in Birmingham is 
not such as to encourage the expectation that pecuniary aid from 
private sources will for some time, be materially increased. 

In consideration, therefore, of the foregoing circumstances, and 
having particularly in view — 1st, the great extent and population of 
Birmingham, 200,000 souls in the centre of an extensive manufacturing 
district ; 2ndly, the importance and the great variety of its manufac- 
tures (the students attending the School being connected with no less 
than thirty -four different trades) ; 3rdly, the productions of the School, 
which afford satisfactory evidence of the good will amongst the students 
and their parents, and of their hearty endeavours to profit by the 
opportunities presented to them ; 4thly, that it would be a real public 
loss if the School were allowed to drop for want of some additional aid, 
the Correspondence Committee has lent a willing ear to the representa- 
tions which have been made by Mr. Lee, in the name of the Birmingham 
Committee, and strongly recommend that, in addition to the sum of £250. 
now annually granted to this School, a further sum of£l00 be appropriated 
to the same purpose ; it being at the same time understood, that whilst 
£100 may go in aid of the general expenses of the School, the £250 
shall be exclusively appropriated to the securing to the School the 
efficient services of the two Masters already appointed by the Council. 

It is desirable to add, as a part of the present memorandum, and to 
avoid the possibility of any misunderstanding on the part either of the 
local Committee, or of the Masters, that the sum of £250, is £150 to 
the Head Master, and £100 to the Under Master, to secure to the 
School the services of those gentlemen for six hours on five days m 
every week, exclusive of holidays and vacations. The distribution o 
the hours is left to the judgment of the Committee, but it is specia J 
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expected that the largest portion of the time, and the best exertions of 
the Masters shall be directed to the instruction of the class of students 
for Ornamental Art. 

The following documents were presented in connection with the 
foregoing Memorandum. 



Return of Pupils in the Birmingham Society of Arts and Government 
school of Design , in June 1845, specifying their different Trades or 
Occupations. 



Clerks 16 

Chasers 

Architects 17 

Die Sinkers 27 

Engravers 26 

Japanners 49 

Upholsterers 5 

Iron Founders .... 3 

Gilders and Carvers , . . 4 

Brass Founders . . . .10 

Leather Cutters .... 2 

Jewellers 2 

Lamp Manufacturers . . 6 

Printers 2 

Platers 8 

Machinists 4 

Gun,-stock Makers ... 2 

Silversmiths 5 

Gilt Toy Makers .... 3 



Ornament Makers ... 3 

Engine Turners .... 3 

Modellers and Chasers . . 9 

Glass Stainers .... 2 

Glass Makers 2 

Schoolmaster .... l 

Stone Masons .... 3 

Cabinet Makers .... 2 

Decorative Painters ... 8 

Ornamental Draughtsmen . 6 

Builders ...... 6 

Modellers and Designers . 13 

Paper Stainer .... l 

Harness Maker .... 4 

Pearl Inlayers .... 2 

Lithographers .... 2 

Joiners 4 

274 



Number of Pupils from ten to seventeen years of age, who 
have not adopted any Trade or Profession ; chiefly sons of 
Manufacturers ............. 139 

Total Number of Male Students . . . 413 

Ditto ditto of Females 121 



Total .... 534 



Estwiate of Income and Expenditure of the Birmingham Society of 
Arts arid Government School of Design, for the Year 1845 - 46 . 



Income. 

Subscription 

Rents 

Students’ Fees ...!!! 
Government Grant . . . 



£ 5. d. 

250 0 0 
80 0 0 
70 0 0 
250 0 0 



Balance, being estimated 
of Income . . . 



deficiency'! 



650 0 0 
100 0 0 



£750 0 0 
R 2 
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Expenditure. 



Salaries — 

Mr. Dobson 

Mr. Kyd 

Housekeeper 

Secretary 

Collector 

Printing and Advertising .... 
Ground Rent, Levies, and Taxes . 
Interest and Bank Charges . . . 

Gas, and Casts 

Furniture 

Repairs of Buildings 

Prizes 

Petty Cash Expenses 



(Signed) 

Birmingham, 3lst March, 1845. 



£ 8. d. £ t. d. 

110 0 0 

100 0 0 
60 0 0 
20 0 0 
13 0 0 

303 0 0 

... 50 0 0 

... 115 0 0 

... 95 0 0 

... 70 0 0 

... 30 0 0 

... 50 0 0 

... 10 0 0 
... 27 0 0 



£750 0 0 
FRANCIS CLARK, 

Treasurer. 



IV. The usual Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools were 
presented. (For the abstract of their contents, see next page). 

V. The list of Duties of the Inspector of the Provincial Schools was 
considered and revised ; and it was resolved that the following revised 
list of those duties be recommended to the Council for confirmation 



Duties of the office of Inspector of Provincial Schools , as revised 
and determined upon , July 29 th y 1845. 

1. The Inspector’s duty shall be to visit and report to the Council 
upon the Provincial Schools once every four months, and at other times 
when required to do so by the Council. 

2. The times of the Inspector’s visits are to be determined by the 
Council, and the Secretary is to give notice thereof to the Secretaries 
of the Provincial Committees. 

3. The Inspector is to verify generally the statements in the Monthly 
Reports. 

4. To enquire into the progress of the students in all the classes ana 
branches of study enumerated. 

5. To ascertain whether any of the students have obtained employ- 
ment as designers, and in what branches, and to what extent. 

6. To ascertain whether each department of study is duly provide 
with the requisite examples or models. 

7. To observe and report upon the fitness of the rooms, as to space, 
light, &c., and the proper arrangement of the furniture of the School. 

8. To enquire whether the instruction, in reference to the appli cat10 ^ 
of Design to manufacture is properly conducted : to state what brandies 
of manufacture are specially kept in view : whether any other nng fl ’ 
with advantage, be included in the list : and what additional models o 

{Continued page Wp 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of July, 1845. 
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designs might be necessary for instruction in reference to such branches 
as are either already included, or might be so advantageously. 

9. To report on the Master’s efficiency and attention to his studies, 
and to ascertain how far they are satisfactory to the Provincial Com- 
mittee. 

10. To communicate with the Provincial Committees on every 
important point of enquiry; to ascertain their wishes on the affairs of 
the School generally and specially ; and to enter on any questions, 
either of a financial, or other nature, on which explanation may be 
required. 

VI. The Committee being informed that Mr. Scott, Master of the 
Newcastle School, was at Somerset House, requested his presence at 
the Meeting ; and in reply to questions put by the Committee respecting 
the state and prospects of that School, various particulars were ascer- 
tained from Mr. Scott, which were ordered to be recorded on the MS. 
Minutes of this Meeting. 

VII. It was resolved that, it be an instruction to the Inspector, on 
his approaching tour of inspection, that he bestow particular attention 
on the present state of the Schools at Newcastle, Sheffield, and Coventry, 
as the Council regret to find that the reports made to them during the 
last year from these three Schools are not satisfactory ; and they appre- 
hend that it will be incumbent upon them not to proceed to a renewal of 
their engagements for the continuance of those Schools after the expira- 
tion of the periods to which the present engagements relate, namely, 
the 26th of December next for Newcastle, the 31st of January, 1846, 
for Sheffield, and the 21st of March, 1846, for Coventry; but they re- 
quest the Inspector’s particular attention to this very important subject. 

It has been represented to the Council, with regard to Newcastle, 
that the attendance, though apparently large, is by no means of the 
character which the School of Design is intended to encourage ; that 
the Morning Class is exclusively confined to females, most of whom are 
learning drawing merely as an accomplishment ; that much indifference 
is manifested by manufacturers to the object in view ; and that in con- 
sequence of the brief attendance, and continual change of pupils, there 
appears to be no probability of such results as are required. That in 
respect to Sheffield, the manufacturers appear to take no interest in the 
operations or existence of the School, and attempts to form a Day Class 
have entirely failed. That, as to Coventry, a demand for designers can 
hardly be said to exist, and that, so far as the Council is informed, it 
is certainly not such as to justify a continued support of the School; 
and though the average number of students on the books is large, 
namely, 109, the daily attendance is very small; and the progress of 
the pupils since the opening of the School does not warrant any expect- 
ation of future improvement. 

VIII. It was resolved that, it be recommended to the Council to 
allow £5 to Mr. Patterson, Master of the York School, for his attend- 
ance at the Head School, during the last fortnight. 
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IX. Mr. Deverell reported the receipt of thirty-eight letters in the 
Secretary’s office since the last Meeting of the Committee ,* also the 
letters which he had written during that period; including among the 
more important, the following : — 

From the Board of Trade, approving the proceedings of the 
Council respecting the Figure Class. 

From Mr. Lefevre, approving of the draft of the Fourth Annual 
Report of the Council. 

From the Nottingham Committee, announcing the resignation of 
Mr. Thompson. 

From the Board of Trade, expressing approval of grants to Nor- 
wich School. 

From Ambrose Poynter, Esq., accepting the office of Inspector of 
Provincial Schools. 

From Mr. Horsley, accepting the office of Master of the Figure 
Class. 

To W. Pritchard, Esq., High Bailiff of Southwark, announcing 
conditional grants for a Branch School in that borough. 

To the Board of Trade, presenting the Fourth Annual Report of 
the Council. 

To the Board of Trade, presenting the statement respecting need 
of additional accommodation, as ordered by the Council, July 1st. 

To the Board of Trade, requesting to know if my Lords approve of 
the proposed grants for the Branch School in Southwark. 

To the Board of Trade, in reply to a letter of the 4th of July, on 
the proceedings of the Council respecting the Figure Class. 

To the Board of Trade, transmitting copy of Prizes awarded in 
1844, with explanations. 

X. It was ordered that the following letter to Mr. Horsley, be sub- 
mitted to the Council for approval. 

Sir, 

Your letters addressed to the Director and Secretary, accepting 
the office of Master of the Figure Class, having been read to the 
Council, I am directed to state to you, that the Council are well satisfied 
with the expression of your good intention to benefit the School by 
your zealous services. I am also to state, that the engagement between 
yourself and the Council is considered to be terminable at the pleasure 
°f the Council, or of yourself, on three months’ notice being given by 
either party. 

XI. — Mr. Deverell presented the following Table of Particulars of 
Grants, Officers, and Attendance, of the Nine Provincial Branch 
Schools. 



Table of the Nine Provincial Branch Schools of Design. 
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XII. The Director was authorised to order the requisite supply of 
casts and examples of art for the School at Norwich, preparatory to 
the opening of that School in October next. 

Adjourned. 

VI. — In reference to Resolution X. of the foregoing Minutes of the 

Correspondence Committee, it was ordered, that the same statement 
of terms, which are directed to be communicated to Mr. Horsley, 
be also communicated to each of the Masters and Officers who 
receive salaries from the Council, and that the Secretary do obtain 
their written agreement thereto: namely, that the engagement 
with each is terminable at the pleasure of the Council, or of the 
person engaged, on three s’ notice being given by either 

party. month 

VII. — The statement of the circumstances of the Birmingham 
School, and the proposition to increase the amount of the annual 
grant for its support to £350 were approved, and it was resolved 
that, subject to the sanction of the Board of Trade, an additional 
£100 per annum be granted accordingly. 

VIII. — The duties of the Inspector, as revised by the Cor- 
respondence Committee were approved ; and it was resolved that, 
the Inspector be requested to visit the Schools in the course of 
September, in order that his report thereon may be brought before 
the Monthly Meeting of the Council, in October. 

IX. — The Monthly Report of the Director, for July, was read, 
as follows : — 

In my last Report, I briefly reviewed the state of the School, and 
pointed out some improvements which 1 thought might be beneficially 
effected, especially by an extension of the means of instruction. 

It appears to be very desirable that a more acurate system of classifi- 
cation should be adopted, and that classes for particular branches of 
study, should be held at fixed hours, under Masters qualified to conduct 
them. 

I recommend the following course : — 

Morning School . 

The first Class of Painting in various methods is held, at present, daily 
hom ten to three. It is of course presumed, that all students in this 
class have gone through a course of elementary instruction. The 
students paint from nature, from examples of ornament, and of the 
h gure, in connection with ornament. This class is proposed to be held 
as ^ present, from ten to three. Master, Mr. Le Jeune. 

As yet no Morning Class of the Figure has been established. This 
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defect, I propose to remedy, with the hope that the resolutions of the 
Council respecting the Evening, or advanced Class of the Figure, may 
be fully carried out, and the pupils in it be supplied from the Morning 
School. I therefore propose that a Morning Class for the Figure be 
held daily. Master, Mr. Le Jeune. 

I think that Mr. Le Jeune may do full justice, both to the Morning 
Colouring Class, and to that of the Figure, as many pupils in the 
Colouring Class are also members of the Upper Class of Design, in 
conducting which I take the greatest part. 

The Class for Drawing Ornament should be conducted daily. 
This has been hitherto managed, in turn, by one of the three 
Assistant-Masters, who are about to leave us. The chief defect in this 
department has been the absence of instruction in Geometrical and 
Architectural Drawing. I have already detailed to the Council the 
efforts which I have made to amend this by my own exertions. I propose 
effectually to provide for full and efficient instruction in Architectural 
Drawing and Perspective by the appointment of an experienced Master 
in the room of our Probationers. 

I propose then a Master for Architectural and Ornamental Drawing, 
to attend daily from ten until three ; and as he will perform all the 
Morning duties of the Probationers, and teach Architectural Drawing 
and Perspective besides, he should receive the amount of their salaries 
in one, namely £150. 

Evening School. 

% The operations of this School have been greatly extended. It was 
simply an Elementary Drawing and Modelling School when I was 
appointed. Whatever it may have been previously, such was its state 
then. It has, however, been so extended, that in the evening we have 
a Class of Design, a Class of Painting, a greatly extended Class of 
Modelling, and an Elementary Drawing Class. The Class of Design 
has been my charge. All the others have been superintended by Mr. 
Townsend, with the assistance of one of the three probationary Masters 
for the Elementary Classes. I propose that in the place of the Pro- 
bationers, an experienced person should be appointed to assist in the 
Evening. Mr. Townsend has been able to meet the demands upon his 
time, by conducting classes on alternate nights only. It is very desirable 
to remedy this by providing efficient assistance, and this is the only addi- 
tion, in point of expense, which I propose to make ; an addition which 
has been provided for in the Estimate. I think that an efficient Assistant 
may be found at a salary of £80 or £100 per annum; or it might be 
possible to make an arrangement, by which the Morning Master might 
also attend in the Evening, by which a saving would be effected, ^he 
Evening School will then consist of — 

— Class of Ornamental Design — The Director, assisted by M r * 
Townsend ; 

Class of Painting — Mr. Townsend; 
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Class of Modelling — Mr. Townsend, with Assistant-Master; 

Drawing Clashes — Assistant-Master ; 

Advanced Class of the Figure — Mr. Horsley. 

All these classes, of necessity, must be held at the same time, from 
half- past six to nine. 

I now turn to the important subject of the class of persons to be 
admitted. It has been stated that the School has fallen off in point of 
numbers. They always diminish in the summer months ; and, in con- 
sequence of the advanced studies of the pupils, the preparation of the 
works for exhibition, and the inadequacy of the accommodation, we 
were compelled to remove some of the desks, and to refuse admittance 
to applicants, who, if admitted, would have raised the School beyond 
former precedents in point of numbers. 

To prevent misconception upon this point, I beg to state, that to 
enable us to conduct our advanced pupils with success, and to swell their 
number, we must diminish the accommodation for the elementary 
pupils, and this, in the next session, must diminish our numbers. I also 
submit to the Council, that w r e should add to the class of excluded 
occupations, and limit our pupils still further to those whose pursuits 
are connected with manufactures, or decorative design. We exclude 
artists, that is, painters and sculptors. I propose to exclude engineers, 
surveyors, engravers on copper and on wood ; also cabinet makers, or 
carpenters. I also propose, that so far as the Evening School is con- 
cerned, we should require on the part of applicants, specimens of ability 
in drawing, so as to test fully whether it is possible to obtain a class of 
pupils having some elementary knowledge of drawing. 

I would also suggest that the period of a pupil’s probation should be 
reduced to one month, as we are required by the present rule to keep a 
pupil three months, even when it is evident that he can make no pro- 
gress in art. 

I submit for purchase the following works : — £ 8 d 



Antichita di Ercolano 14 14 0 

Micali Italiani, &c 3 13 6 



Ornaments, by Albertolli ....... 500 

Two original Drawings, by Pannini .... 12 0 0 

Spitalfields. — In the School at Spitalfields, the attendance of the 
pupils is irregular, owing, it is stated, to their occupations requiring 
nearly the whole of their time. This is to be regretted ; and I think 
that the offer of some small prizes quarterly might be of great advan- 
tage, and lead to a more regular attendance. 

I therefore propose, as an experiment, that four prizes of £l each, be 
offered, for the quarter ending November next. 

Provincial Schools. — With regard to the Provincial Schools, it is very 
desirable that the particular attention of the Inspector should be drawn to 
the state of the School? at Newcastle, Sheffield, and Coventry, as the re- 
ports from these places, and the information received regarding them, 
have not been of a favorable nature for some time past. 



268 



Before the Council proceed to nominate the Masters now required for 
some of the Provincial Schools, I would take this opportunity of sub- 
mitting the following statement : — 

1. A Master is required at Nottingham, to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the resignation of Mr. Thompson — £150 per annum. 

2. An Assistant-Master at Manchester— £100 per annum. 

3. A Master to the School to be opened in Norwich — £150 per 
annum. 

4. A Head Master for the proposed new Branch School in South- 
wark — £150 per annum. 

5. A Second Master for the same — £100 per annum. 

I recommend that Mr. Hammersley, who in 1844 was engaged as 
a Probationer, with a view to be appointed to one of the Provincial 
Schools, who has had his full share of conducting the Elementary 
Classes, in those of outline, of chalk drawing, and of elementary paint- 
ing, and who has exhibited very satisfactory proofs of his knowledge 
and practice of ornamental painting, should be appointed to the vacant 
Mastership of Nottingham. 

I also recommend that Mr. William Stewart, whose appointment, 
services, and qualifications are exactly of the same description as those 
of Mr. Hammersley, should be appointed to the office of Master at 
Norwich. 

And that Mr. John Townsend, an artist of ability, a man of good 
education, feeling, and habits, with an acquaintance with some branches 
of manufacture, and who has applied for the situation, be named to 
the vacant place of Second Master at Manchester. 

Jf these arrangements be approved, there will remain one Probationer 
in the School, namely, Mr. John Murdoch, at a salary of £50 per 
annum. He will, I have no doubt, be perfectly fitted to take the 
situation of Master or Under Master for the figure and ornament, in 
the Branch School at Southwark, should the Council think proper to 
establish one there, according to the late proposals. 

Upon the subject of appointing Masters or Under Masters to the 
Provincial Schools, I take this opportunity of repeating the expression 
of my hopes, that the Council will continue to act on the principles 
already sanctioned by them, namely, that until much further progress 
shall have been made in the Head School, we should not think of 
drafting the Provincial Masters from the pupils here. It will be much 
better to keep our pupils as long as we can, that is, not to tempt them 
to leave us before they are become real proficients, either as decorative 
painters or modellers, or as executers of design for manufactures ; they 
will then be sure to find employment for themselves, and the main 
object of the School will be secured. In the meantime, for the provision 
of the Branch Schools we shall have no difficulty in finding competent 
artists, whose ages, experience in life, proficiency in their profession, 
and the circumstances in which they may be placed, will render them 
competent and willing teachers. The instances in which this principl e 
has been acted on, namely, in the Schools of Glasgow, Birmingham, 
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Newcastle, and Spitalfields, have given proofs of the expediency ; and 
with the Council’s permission I will lose no time in looking out for one 
or more artists of this description, with a view to recommend them for 
the vacancies created by the appointments of Messrs. Hammersley and 
Stewart to the Provincial Schools. 

And with the same view, we shall hereafter dispense altogether with 
Exhibitioners and Probationers in the Head School itself, except under 
very particular circumstances, and we shall substitute for them, as in 
the Provincial Schools, competent Assistant-Masters, of much more 
experience in ornamental art. 

Such a course would ensure a much more cheerful and correct observ- 
ance of discipline than at present, would enable us to introduce a much 
better system of classification, and would relieve us from the evils 
resulting from the anomalous and contradictory situation of teacher 
and pupil united in the same person. 

Attendance of the Students in the Schools at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of July, 1845. 



Somerset 

House. 


Spital- 

fields. 


Mor. 


Ev. 


Fem. 


86 


114 


51 


200 


78 




50 


18 


60 


. , 


37 


10 


72 


•• 


39 


13 




89 




140 




65 


» • 


70 


•• 


82 


• • 


120 


54 


62 




140 


8 


19 




43 


4 


4 




13 


8 


8 




. . 


11 


7 




10 


•• 


3 


•• 


4 










•• 


12 


•• 


•• 



Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the 1 
number entered during the Month J 

Morning School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 

Evening School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any oneEvening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 

Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 

Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament 
Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing . 

Class 4, Shading from the Flat . . • • 

Class 3. Shading from Casts 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring .... 

Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design . 

Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 
Ornamental Design. 

Class 3. Elementary . 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of] 

Drapery J 

Class 1. Painting m Chiar’-oscuro from the Round 

Classes for Modelling. 

Class 2. Elementary 

Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 
Original Designs i 



(Signed) 



C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 
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X. — In reference to the recommendations in the foregoing Report 
of the Director, it was resolved — 

1. That Mr. James Hammersley be appointed to the office of 
Master of the Nottingham School, at a salary of £150 per annum. 

2* That Mr. William Stewart be appointed to the office of Master 
of the Norwich School, at £150 per annum. 

3. That Mr. John Townsend be appointed to the office of Assist- 
ant-Master in the Manchester School, at £100 per annum, in the 
place of Mr. Adam Findon, whose removal, as recommended by the 
local Committee to the Director, the Committee determined upon, 
and directed that it be announced accordingly to the Manchester 
Committee, stating that the salary to Mr. Findon will be paid to the 
end of October. 

4. That the Director be instructed to select and report upon artists 
competent to undertake the duties of permanent Assistant-Masters in 
the Head School. 

5. That the sum recommended for Prizes, at Spitalfields, be 
granted. 

6. That the books recommended be purchased. 

XI. — The Director read a statement of propositions as to further 
proceedings respecting a Drawing Book, and it was resolved that 
Mr. Gruner be authorised to execute specimens of the first num- 
ber of such a work, to the amount of £100. 

XII. — A letter, dated the 17th of June, from Mr. Herbert, 
relative to the circumstances of his dismissal, was read; and it was 
ordered that the Secretary do inform Mr. Herbert that his letter 
has been received and read by the Council. 

XIII. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
Committee held this day, previous to the meeting of the Council, 
were read, and the payments therein recommended were ordered 
to be made accordingly : — 

Tuesday , August 5/A, 1945. 

The Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair; 

Pellatt, Apslev, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 
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Salaries : — £ 

Mr. Wilson, for July 33 6 8 

— Le Jeune, ditto 14 11 8 

— Deverell, ditto 20 16 8 

— Townsend, ditto 16 13 4 

— Horsley, ditto 12 10 0 

— Hammersley, ditto 434 

— Murdoch, ditto 434 

— Stewart, ditto 434 

C. W. Deverell ditto 218 

Mrs. M‘Ian, ditto 16 13 4 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, ditto 8 6 8 

Mr. John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto 5 0 0 

Miss Waterhouse, Five Weeks, to 31st July . . .550 

Mr. Comyns, Five Weeks, to 4th August .... 500 

Mr. Wallis, Manchester, for June and July . . . 20 0 0 

— * Findon, ditto 11 13 4 

— Dobson, Birmingham 9 3 4 

— Kyd, ditto, for June and July . . . 11 13 4 

— Heaviside, ditto, for July 12 10 0 

— Spratt, Sheffield, for June and July • ♦ . . 25 0 0 

— Evans, Coventry, ditto . . . . 16 13 4 

— Thompson, Nottingham 16134 

— Scott, Newcastle, for June and July . . ..1868 

— Patterson, York, ditto . . . . 16 13 4 

— Ditto, Travelling Expenses to London . . 5 0 0 

— M‘ Mahus, Glasgow, for June and July . . . . 25 0 0 

— Robertson, ditto, for July 5 16 8 

— Ditto, Travelling Expenses 10 0 0 

Usual amount for Wages and Petty Cash Payments] . . 25 0 0 

Gas Company, for Supplies for June 7 0 6 

Ditto, ditto, for July .. . . . 5 19 0 

Mr. Chinnery, for Freightage 3 8 10 

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 32 9 8 

Mr. Slack, for Ironmongery 4137 

*— Broad, for Oil, Candles, &c 4 19 7 

— Hensman, for Coals 11 10 0 

Messrs. Clowes, for Printing 23 3 0 

— Tucker, for Stuffed Birds 9 5 0 

Messrs. Longman, for Books 3 17 0 

Mr. Willis, for Books of Plates 18 7 6 ^ 

— Stewart, for Travelling Expenses 5 0 0 

— Hammersley, ditto 5 0 0 

— Heaviside, ditto 5 0 0 

— Wills, for Modelling Expenses 1 10 0 

Miss Farrer, ditto 1 10 0 



Cheques for the salaries of the Officers and Masters, for August, 
and for the usual advance for Wages and Petty Cash Expenses, were 
authorised to be signed on the 1 st of September next. 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments 
were verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers. 
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5th August, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House, 
and Spilalfields. 


2. On Account 
of occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 




£ s. d. 


£ 8. d. 


£ 8. d. 


£ s. d. 


Balance at last Audit) 
on 1st July . . j 


513 0 0 


3,544 U 10 


1,365 10 6 


5,423 5 4 


Dr. 

To Amount of Fees 
received for July : — 

Male School — 
Morning .£6 16 0 
Evening .540 
Female School 4 16 0 


16 16 0 






16 16 0 




529 16 0 


3,544 14 10 


1,365 10 6 


5,440 1 4 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 


400 16 0 




400 16 0 


On a/c of ditto No. 2 


• • 


827* * 5 3 




827 5 3 


On a/ c of ditto No. 3 


• • 


•• 


54* 3 4 


54 3 4 


Balance in the Bank ) 
5th August, 1845 . J 


129 0 0 


2,717 9 7 


1,311 7 2 


4,157 16 9 



(Examined) W. R. HAMILTON. 



Mr. Deverell presented a complete account, in MS., of all the details 
of Receipts and Payments of the Council during the eight years, from 
the commencement of the School in 1837, to the 30th of April, 1845, 
containing references to the Vouchers ; with a general Abstract of the 
whole Account. These documents were approved, and it was ordered, 
that they be transmitted to the Board of Trade, for the purpose of 
being presented to Her Majesty’s Treasury, in obedience to an order 
therefrom to that effect, communicated to the Council through the 
Board of Trade. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , Octohei' 7th , 1845. 

(Signed) VV. R. HAMILTON, 

rice- Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 18.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , October 7 th, 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



present . — 

In the Chair , 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman ; 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

The Inspector, Mr. Povnter, and the Director, Mr. Wilson, were 
present. 

^ — The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 
on the 5th of August, were confirmed, after several emendations 
were made in the Report of the Director, at his request. 

H--yThe following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
Committee, on the 30th of September, were read and confirmed. 

s 
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Tuesday , September 30th, 1845. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



present: — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair ; 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 



I. Mr. Wilson read numerous letters received in the Director’s 
department, since the last Meeting of the Committee on the 29th of 
July, and all which he had written in reply, or otherwise ; and the 
following matters mentioned in his correspondence were ordered to be 
brought under the notice of the Council at their next Monthly Meeting, 
on the 7th of October. 



1. Acknowledgments on the part of Mr. Stewart and Mr. Ham- 
mersley, of the honor conferred upon them by the Council, in their 
appointments to the Schools of Norwich and Nottingham. 

2. Letters from Mr. Ritchie, of Glasgow, on the subject of build- 
ing a new gallery, and otherwise adding to the School of Design 
there, in wffiich the Director is consulted as to the best mode of 
lighting the gallery for the purposes of study. Two plans were sub- 
mitted to his judgment ; but as it appeared to him that neither was at 
all adapted for the efficient lighting of such a gallery, he suggested 
the adoption of lantern lights, by which cross lights would be 
avoided, and a better effect of light and shadow secured. It appears 
that the Committee has not adopted the plan of lantern lights, but 
that of a row of windows along both sides of the room. 

3. It appears that Professor Balfour, of the College of Glasgow, 
has delivered a gratuitous course of lectures on Botany, in the Glas- 
gow School, which have been eagerly attended by the students, who, 
at the end of the course, made a present to the Professor, with an 
expression of their grateful thanks. 

4. Letters from Mr. Heaviside, regarding the School at Birming- 

ham, communicating the results of his efforts to interest the manu- 
facturers in the objects of the School. It appears that his zeal has 
produced some satisfactory results, and that several manufacturers 
have become more interested in promoting the welfare of the Insj 1 " 
tution. By exhibiting the fine examples provided for the use of the 
School, Mr. Heaviside has attracted the attention of the manufac- 
turers in a very favorable manner. . . i 

5. Mr. Kyd, the Assistant-Master at Birmingham, has visite 
Paris, and has addressed a letter to the Director detailing his pro 
ceedings and observations there, which is highly creditable to him* 

6. Mr. Hammersley, at the request of the Director, has 

a statement describing the condition in which he found the Not i g 
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ham School, to which he has been appointed, and the state of design 
as applied to manufacture in Nottingham. Mr. Hammersley has 
su Pi’. le< s °™ e interesting facts, and has forwarded specimens of lace 
which exhibit in a very satisfactory manner the advantages to be 
derived from study in a School of Design. It appears from the 
specimens forwarded, that the patterns hitherto worked are very 
imperfect in point of design, that those now worked from the draw- 
ings of a designer, educated partly in the Head School at Somerset 
House, and partly in the School at Nottingham, are very much 
better. That, owing to the superior beauty of the pattern, the article 
is sold as it comes from the loom, whilst the old designs required 
handwork to perfect them, which of course involved an additional 
expense to the manufacturer. It also appears that the new and 
improved patterns have the advantage as to sale, and the manufac- 
turer acknowledges the benefit which he derives from the employment 
ot the educated designer. It appears that there is a prospect of much 
greater success than formerly in the School at Nottingham : there 
has been an increase of pupils, a renewed interest in the School, 
and the new building for its accommodation is to be forthwith 
commenced. 



■ ^ ^t^wart, lately a t pointed to the Norwich School, having 
visited Scotland during the vacation, was requested bv the Director 
to visit the manufactories of Paisley, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, and 
Has been furnished with letters of introduction. He has forwarded a 
creditable statement of his observations on the Shawl manufactorv, 
and the application of design to that important branch. 

. The Director, in pursuance of instructions from the Council, 
ias provided examples of ornamental casts and books for the Norwich 
chool, and has caused models of the kind of furniture required to 
e forwarded, that estimates may be procured. It appears that the 
ovest estimate for furnishing the School, according to descriptions 
and specifications forwarded by the Director, is £54. 0.?. 2d. This 
oes not include the price of the models of furniture made in London. 

J\o casts of the human figure have been forwarded to Norwich, as 
1 is stated by the Committee, that a sufficient collection, consisting 
° , ten . casts statues, three busts, one torso, and nine casts of 
0X T( ? mi * les ’ with pedestals and some fittings, as per statement, can be 
purchased for the School at a cost of £30, which is certainly below 
le P nce at which such a collection could be formed, and carriage 
would at the same time be saved. 

Wt l ^ s P ec i m ens 0 f French manufactures which are being exhi- 
V* 111 j e Provincial Schools have lately been exhibited at Sheffield, 
p ere r ie 7 excited much interest. At the request of the Manchester 
ommittee, they were transferred to Manchester, whence they are 
01 U)^ forwarded to Birmingham. 

• Letters and testimonials from Mr. Keyworth, of Hull, who 
° ers to supply the Council with casts from fine specimens of middle- 
\f G ^. c ™t e ctural details from buildings in various parts of England. 
r - Keyworth has forwarded specimens of his casts. 

s 2 
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11. The formation of a Lending Library for the Birmingham 

School. . . 

12. Letters on Mr. Horsley’s visit to Italy, and arrangement with 
Mr. Redgrave to supply, during his absence, his place as Master 
of the Figure Class in the Head School. 

II. Mr. Poynter stated to the Committee that, with a view of be- 
coming better enabled to offer suggestions for the improvement of the 
Provincial Schools, he had recently visited Paris, and collected inform- 
ation respecting the systems of instruction in the French Schools of 
Design : and that he proposed to lay before the Council the results of 
his observations, in the form of a Report. 

III. Mr. Deverell reported seventy-three letters received in the Secre- 
tary’s department, chiefly on matters of routine business ; also, eighty- 
two letters which he had written in execution of the orders of the 
Council, and in reply, or otherwise. The following are the more 
important : — 

To the Board of Trade, transmitting a statement of the whole 
accounts of the Council for the eight years from the commencement 
of the School, in 1837, to April 30th, 1845. 

To Mr. Hammersley, Mr Stewart, and Mr. John Townsend, an- 
nouncing their respective appointments as Masters in the Schools of 
Nottingham, Norwich, and Manchester, and the terms thereof ; also, 
to the Secretaries of those Schools, to the same effect. 

To the Secretary of the Manchester School, announcing the reso- 
lution of the Council to remove Mr. Findon, and to continue the 
payment of his salary to the end of October. 

To Mr. Findon communicating the same resolution. 

To Mr. Harwell, Norwich, announcing the confirmation of the 
grants to the Nonvich School, by the Board of Trade and Parlia- 

ment. , 

To Mr. Poynter, communicating the request of the Council, that 
he would proceed to visit the Provincial Schools as Inspector ; with 
copy of instructions as to special enquiries respecting the Schools at 
Coventry, Sheffield, and Newcastle. 

To the Board of Trade, requesting application to the Treasury 
payment of the Parliamentary Grant, for the first quarter of the 
current financial year, amounting to £1227. 15s. , 

To the Director, Officers, and Masters of the Metropolitan an 
Provincial Schools, communicating the requisition of the Counci^ 
respecting terms of agreement as to three months’ notice of the tei 
mination of their engagements. . r the 

To Mr. Lefevre, requesting replies to communications fr 0 ^ 1 
Council respecting the proposed Southwark School, the necessity o 
additional accommodation for the Head School, and an addi io 
grant of £100 to the Birmingham School. . , j 

From Mr. Kyd, Assistant-Master of the Birmingham oc » 
applying for allowance of his salary, from the 6th of August 
end of September, 1844. Referred to the Finance Committee. 
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Irom Mr. Brook, Treasurer of the York School, applying for 
balance of annual grant. Referred to the Finance Committee/ 

From Mr. Lefevre, sending copy of letter from Philip Pusey, Esq., 
M.P., to the Board of Trade, resigning his seat in the Council. 

from Mr. Macgregor, communicating their Lordships’ acceptance 
of Mr. Pusey’s resignation. 

From Mr. Barwell, Norwich, sending list of subscribers, and of 
the Committee and Officers of the Norwich School. 

F rom Mr. Lefevre, stating intention to reply, after next Meeting 
of the Board of Trade, to communications from the Council respect- 
ing the proposed School in Southwark, and other matters awaiting 
the sanction of the Board. 

From the Director, Officers, and Masters of the Metropolitan and 
Provincial Schools, in all twenty-three, expressing assent to the 
terms required by the Council, as to three months’ notice by either 
party, in case of terminating engagements. 

IV. The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools for August, 
were examined. (For the abstract of their contents, see next page.) 

Adjourned. 

In reference to the memoranda on the Director’s correspondence, 
in the foregoing Minutes — 

1. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Etty, that a com- 
munication be made to the Committee of the Glasgow School, 
stating that, with regard to lighting the gallery there, the Coun- 
cil earnestly hopes that the mode be adopted which has been 
recommended by the Director and Inspector. 

2. It was ordered, that an expression of the satisfaction of the 
Council towards Professor Balfour, for his obliging lectures on 
Botany, be conveyed to the Glasgow Committee, in order that 
the same may be communicated by that Committee to Pro- 
fessor Balfour. 

3. The arrangements made for the supply of examples, and 
the estimate for furniture, to the Norwich School, were ap- 
proved ; and it was ordered, that a collection of casts in Norwich 
he purchased for £30 for that School. 



( Continued page 279 ). 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of August, 1845, 
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III. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee this day, previous to the meeting of the Council were read, 
and the payments therein recommended were ordered to be made 
accordingly. 

Tuesday , October *]th, 1845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 



Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 



The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council* for 
payment. 



Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for September 

— Le Jeune ditto 

— Deverell, ditto 

— Townsend, ditto 

— Horsley, ditto . . . 

— Murdoch, ditto 

C. W. Deverell, ditto 

Mrs. MTan, ditto 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, ditto 

— John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto 

— Comyns, Five Weeks, to October 6th 

— Hamraersley, Nottingham, for September 

— Stewart, Norwich, ditto . . 

— John Townsend, Manchester, ditto .... 

— John Kyd, Birmingham, Balance of Salary, from 

xAugust 6th to end of September 1844 . . 

-7 Adam Findon, Manchester, for August . . . 

Miss Waterhouse, Two Weeks, to August 15th . . 

Exhibitions — Mr. Denby, One Quarter, to Sept. 29th 
Ditto, Mr. Lingford ditto 

Balance of Annual Aid to York School, to September 

29th, 1845 

Usual amount for Wages and Petty Cash Payments 
Gas Company, for Supply for August . £4 9 6 

Ditto ditto September 2 11 9 

Mr. Chinnery, for Freightage 

i\7" ^ roa d> for Oil, Candles, &c 

jMessrs. Clowes, for Printing . 

Mr. Roberson, for Drawing Materials 

Taxes — One Quarter’s Church Rate . . . £5 13 4 

Ditto ditto Rector’s Rate ..226 



Mr. Hullmandel, for Lithograph Stone 



£ s. d, 

33 6 8 
14 11 8 
20 16 8 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 

4 3 4 
2 1 8 

16 13 4 
8 6 8 

5 0 0 
5 0 0 

12 10 0 
12 10 0 
8 6 8 

5 16 8 
8 6 8 
2 2 0 
7 10 0 
7 10 0 

75 0 0 
25 0 0 



7 1 3 
4 19 6 
3 0 3 
15 10 0 
38 15 7 



7 15 10 **. 
2 0 0 »/ 



'\\\\ 
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Books for the Lending Library — £ *. d . 

Mr. Kimpton, for eight vols. of the Athen®um • 0 18 0 ^ 

— Sharpe, for four vols. English School of 

Painters. Plates 1 3 6 

— Stibbs, for sundry Books 2 16 0 / 

— Miller, for ditto 0 15 0*^ 



Mr. Gruner, on account of his Bill of £98. 5$. 5 d. 

for Casts and Drawings from Italy 70 0 0 f 

Ditto, on account of Drawings for the Drawing Book, 
pursuant to Min. Council, August 5th, 1845 . . 50 0 o] 

Ditto, for painted copy of a Carved Door in the Vatican 11 8 O' 

It was resolved, that it be recommended to the Council that those 
Masters and Assistant-Masters of Provincial Schools, who have hitherto 
received a portion of their salaries from the local Committees, be, in 
future, paid the whole amount of their salaries by the Council out of the 
respective grants for annual aid to those Schools. 

The following Statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments were 
verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers, and found to 
be correct. 



October 7th. 1845. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance last Audit, on 1 
August 5th . . / 

Dr. 

To Fees received for 
August (Half Month) 

Male School — 
Morning £4 16 0 
Evening . 2 18 0 

Female School 2 0 0 


£ *. d. 

129 0 0 

9 14 0 


£ ». d. 

2,717 9 7 


£ s. d. 
1,311 7 2 


£ *. d. 

4,157 16 9 

9 14 0 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On njr of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No.3 

Balance in the Bank 1 
this day, Oct. 7, 1845 f 


138 14 0 
404 0 4 


2,717 9 7 
67*18 4 


1,311 7 2 

249* *3 4 


4,167 10 9 

404 0 4 
67 18 i 
249 3 4 


— 265 6 4 


2,649 11 3 


1,062 3 10 


3,446 8 9 



(Examined) THOS. F. GIBSON. 



I V . — M r. Poynter read the following Report of his recent visit 
to Paris for the purpose of acquiring information respecting t* ie 
system of instruction adopted in the French Schools of Design. 
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Mr Lords and Gentlemen, 

Previously to entering upon the exercise of the office to which 
the Council have done me the honor to appoint me, I considered that 
a more intimate knowledge of the system of instruction adopted in the 
French Schools, and its results, would enable me to judge more advan- 
tageously of the condition and prospects of our own. I have therefore 
visited Paris with a special view to this subject, and would willingly 
have extended my journey to Lyons, had time permitted. But although 
it was out of my power actually to inspect any other School but that of 
Paris, I have had the advantage of obtaining an intimate acquaintance 
with the Schools of Lyons and Toulouse, through the Reports lately 
made by M. Charles Texier, commissioned by the Government to in- 
spect the Schools of Art, which were very obligingly placed in my hands 
for perusal. 

The Report laid last year before the Council by Mr. Townsend, will 
render superfluous any detailed account of the views entertained with 
regard to industrial art, and the system upon which they are carried 
out, in the School of Paris ; I shall therefore notice merely such points 
as it occurred to me might be of importance with reference to our own 
schools, and which may be mentioned without needless repetition. 

The course of instruction at Paris is divided into three main 
branches: — 1. The Figure ; 2. Ornament; 3. Architecture and Geo- 
metry. These three courses of study (subdivided and classified) are 
taught on alternate days, in the order named, a day being devoted to 
each ; but the limited space to which the School premises are confined 
has caused a most inconvenient system of taking the classes in relays, 
greatly to their disadvantage. The students are admitted free of 
charge, and no pledge is required from them of their exclusive devotion 
to any branch of industrial art ; many, it is well known, pass from the 
elementary classes of the Ecole de Dessin to the Ecole des Beaux Arts , 
m order to follow the higher branches of painting and sculpture ; but 
this is not considered to militate in any way against the usefulness of 
the School as a nursery of art applied to manufactures. To extend a 
sound knowledge of art in general is held to be the best mode of seeur- 
ln g a supply of artists for industrial purposes. The only condition to 
which the pupils are bound is, that if they remain in the School they 
must follow up the whole course of study prescribed by the regulations, 
inceptions are ma ^e in favor of artisans who wish to take advantage 
. tae means afforded by the School to increase their knowledge and 
improve their taste. This class of students, however, have recourse 
more generally to the Ecole Commw\ale> for an account of which I 
refe !* *° Mr. Townsend’s Report. 

• ** lere is one branch of instruction in the Paris School which I beg 
eave to offer to the special notice of the Council— a course of lectures 
p n the History of Ornament, illustrated by examples drawn by the 
rofessor in the presence of the pupils. These examples he sketches 
? a working scale, on large canvases covered with paper. They con- 
sjst of a chronological series of every class of ornament, beginning with 
m Greek, and followed throughout all styles and all ages, explaining 
eir origin, their connexion with each other, and the peculiar charac- 
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teristics by which they are to be discriminated. Each lecture is a 
continuation of the subject from that which precedes it ; and the Pro- 
fessor is bound by his engagement to vary the examples during the 
period of three years. This professorship is held by a pupil of M. 
Constant Dufeux, the Architect to the School ; and the first requisite 
toward the establishment of a similar class elsewhere would be, to find 
an artist with the knowledge of ornament possessed by this gentleman 
united to the handicraft skill with which he expresses its forms, and 
brings them out in the truest effects of chiar’-oscuro by the most simple 
manipulation in black and white. It would be very desirable to possess 
some of this gentleman’s sketches in our School, as examples of mas- 
terly execution in this branch of art. I mentioned this to the Director, 
M. Belloc, and have no doubt they might be obtained if the Council 
thought proper. 

An excellent plan is adopted in the Mathematical Class to secure to 
all the pupils the full benefit of the instructions given by the Professor. 
It is not to be expected that mathematical demonstrations will be com- 
prehended by a whole class the first time of explanation ; those pupils, 
therefore who have understood the lesson, are charged with repeating it 
to those of slower apprehension, until it is made clear to every individual. 

I beg leave to enter somewhat more particularly upon a subject which 
has ever been regarded with great interest in our own establishment, 
namely, the Female School. This branch is placed, at Paris, under 
the superintendence of two Dames Directrices , who divide the labor of 
teaching. There are two classes in the day, each of about fifty pupils, 
a division rendered necessary by want of room for a better arrangement. 
The Female School ha3 been established with a double purpose ; it is 
calculated not only for the improvement of the arts usually practised by 
females, but some prominence is given to the object of extending as 
much as possible the resources, hitherto too narrowly limited, for the 
exercise of female industry. It is considered that the employments open 
to females, and for which they may be qualified by instruction in the 
arts of design, may comprise designing and working in embroidery of 
every description, lace, gimp, fringe, and every sort of worsted work ; 
designs for everything relating to jewellery, engraving, and enamelling 
in gold, setting stones, false jewellery (which is manufactured in Pans 
to an immense extent, with great taste and ingenuity), small articles in 
or-molu, and the burnishing and coloring of metals ; fancy works in 
card and paper, and patterns for the papers employed in them pictorial 
toys for children, dissected puzzles, &c. ; porcelain painting, in all its 
branches ; lithography, and engraving on copper and wood. And it is 
to be observed, that the Ecole Communale is much frequented by females 
already occupied in such pursuits, who devote their leisure hours to 
improving themselves in drawing; those engaged in jewellery, arti- 
ficial flowers, and engraving in gold, resort there in numbers. In ° r(ie 
to carry out the intentions of the Government in this respect, the course 
of instruction in the Female School includes the figure, landscape* 
animals, flowers, and ornaments. It has been noticed that man) 
the pupils take up especially the study ’ of the head, the figure, an ^ 
landscape, with a view to become teachers of drawing ; but the cour* 
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of study followed in the School is not considered to be of a nature to 
qualify them for this position, which requires that the elementary 
studies common . to all classes of art should be followed up by those 
peculiar to the higher branches. 

It must be observed, that in this branch of the School at Paris the 
objects proposed are not yet carried out to their full extent. There are 
several deficiencies to be supplied ; and lithography has not hitherto 
been taught at all. 

The Provincial Schools in France are not necessarily regulated by 
that of Paris ; and a view of the system pursued at Lyons, where the 
first of the Provincial Schools has been carried out to its utmost capa- 
bilities, with the most successful result in its effect upon the peculiar 
manufactures of the place, cannot fail to be regarded with interest. 
But the success which has attended the School of Lyons is mainly 
owing to the appreciation of its importance by the authorities and 
inhabitants of the city itself, to the energy with which they have pro- 
moted it, and the liberality with which they have contributed to the 
funds for its support. And I may here notice, in evidence of the zeal 
and intelligence of the manufacturers of Lyons in the pursuit of their 
commercial interest through the means of industrial art, a memorial 
lately addressed to the Mayor of Lyons, that with reference to the new 
vent for manufacturers opened in the East, he should call upon the 
Minister of Commerce to procure for the manufacturers, by means of 
the Consuls and other commercial agents, patterns of the oriental stuffs 
of silk, wool, and cotton, which can be imitated at Lyons ; and it is 
significantly pressed upon the Minister “ that this proceeding should 
not be left to other nations .” 

It is a fact worthy of attention, that at the foundation of the School 
of Lyons the mistake was committed of drawing too distinct a line of 
demarcation between the elements of fine art and those of art as ap- 
plied to industry and manufactures ; and the first course of instruction 
established in the School was applied to the technical process of the 
nnse en carte ; this was shortly superseded by a class for “ drawing 
applicable to manufactures ,” that is to say, to silk manufactures ; but 
as the pupils who attended this class proved to be already advanced in 
nower painting, the Professor found the basis of instruction to which 
e was confined too narrow to enable him to effect anything essential 
or their improvement ; the course of instruction was therefore made 
general, by the adoption of a methodic course of ornament, applicable 
pot only to that drawing, but to sculpture, in wood, metal, and stone, 
lom this period important modifications have been made from time to 
fV n ^. e . s y stem instruction, so that scarcely anything is now left 
o the original organisation of the School. Into these changes no 
oeories have been suffered to intrude — they have all been effected as 
experience has dictated their necessity, and the result, as is well known, 
ls E? me ntly practical. 

I he present course of study pursued in the School is as follows: — 
e elementary study of the figure , drawing the figure from the round, 
nc l trom the living model. Hence the pupils enter the classes for 
a wing and painting flowers, and after passing through the class of 



284 



architectural ornament (combined with geometry and perspective), finish 
the course of study obligatory on all who remain in the School by a 
class of composition applied to manufactures. Thus it will be seen that 
to perfect the taste of designers and manufacturers, for that is the great 
point to be attained, a sort of inversion of principle is adopted, begin- 
ning with the figure, thence passing to flowers, thence to ornament in 
general, so as to prepare the student with a sound artistical education 
for finishing with the course of composition peculiar to the silk manu- 
facture. To give instruction in this course, there are ten professors, 
including one for anatomy, one for etching, one for geometry and per* 
spective, and one especially for flower painting. The annual expense 
of the establishment amounts to about 40,000 francs, of which 30,000 
are supplied by the city, and 10,000 by the Government; but the 
citizens of Lyons consider all their literary and scientific establishments 
as intimately connected with their School, and that its success is greatly 
promoted by the general knowledge diffused among all classes by means 
of their library, their museums of antiquities and natural history, and 
other public institutions. 

The School is open five hours every day, the Professors attending 
from nine o’clock tifl two in the winter, and from eight to one in the 
summer. The pupils enter at the age of fourteen. They must be able 
to read and write, and to do the four rules of arithmetic, and are com- 
pelled to follow the whole course of instruction if they remain in the 
School. They are removed from one class to another on the recom- 
mendation of the Professor of their class to the Council of Professors. 
During the first month the pupils draw for the purpose of ascertaining 
the class in which they are to be placed. Two years’ trial are allowed 
before they are dismissed for incapacity. 

The Director has abolished the use of heads in lithography as studies 
for the pupils, finding them from, their general mediocrity, unfit for the 
purpose. The frequent competitions at the JEcole des Beaux Arts, at 
Paris, for “ tetes d’ expression,” has enabled him to collect a sufficient 
number of valuable drawings of this class, mostly prize works, from 
which the pupils now study to the exclusion of engravings. This 
example is strongly recommended to be adopted in all Schools, not only 
as regards chalk drawings, but also for models, and all other objects of 
study. The Director greatly desires that casts of the Parthenon 
marbles may be added to the collection. 

The object of the Government in supporting the Provincial Schools, 
is to develope art in such a manner as to enable the pupils in quitting 
them, to exercise a profession, each Town directing the final studies 
of the pupils more particularly to its predominant manufacture, and the 
system upon which the Schools are worked is calculated to direct no 
only the hand and eye of the pupils, but also their taste, tor this 
result, the study of the figure is found by practical experience to be t e 
most instructive. Geometrical forms alone, though useful to exercise 
the fingers, are insufficient to give a perception of beauty and harmo . 
of outline — a fact fully proved by the practice of the School at Toulouse, 
where the latter mode of study has been substituted for the forme • 
Cold and unmeaning lines convey no intelligence to the pupils? a 
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excite no interest. Hence the pupils who at Toulouse pass from the 
elementary to the higher classes, are found to be strikingly inferior to 
those of the same standing at Paris and Lyons. When they come to 
draw other objects from the round, they are altogether deficient in the 
knowledge of light and shade, and relief, and even facility of hand. 
The error which has been experienced at Somerset House seems to 
have been committed at Toulouse, of confining the study of the figure 
to a small and select class, the Master of which has another class to 
attend to; so that, to use M. Texier’s words, “the figure has only 
half a Professor allotted to it.” It is therefore proposed, as an im- 
provement of the utmost necessity, that the School of Toulouse should 
be assimilated, in this respect, to those of Paris and Lyons. A 
pupil who has followed the elementary study of the figure,’ with the 
management of the chalk and stump, is found to possess a knowledge 
of shadows and reflections, which opens to him a thorough understand- 
ing of ever}' work in relief before which he may be placed. The School 
is also deficient in other particulars : the classes sit for two hours only 
even for the study of the figure — a space of time totally insufficient. 
There is no class for plants, and the class for demonstrating the com- 
position of ornaments of all dates and styles, described under the Paris 
School, is much to be desired, not only at Toulouse but at Lyons. 
There seems to be some difficulty in finding a competent Professor. 
The Council of Toulouse wish for the establishment of a course of 
chemistry applicable to manufactures. 

I could have wished to take such a view of the manufactures of 
Paris as might have enabled me to draw some comparison with those 
of our own country, but as the time at my disposal did not admit of any 
general enquiry, I confined myself to the subject of stained glass, of 
which a great quantity has lately been executed in France. The church 
of St. Denis has been completely fitted up with modern colored glass, 
in a style which it is impossible to commend. Part of this glass is 
designed on the imbecile principle unhappily too prevalent in England, 
of imitating the wretched drawing and composition of the middle ages, 
under the notion that this perversion of art is essential to the character 
of the work. But the glass of this order at St. Denis is destitute of 
h- V^aeological knowledge and taste in the arrangement of color, 
which are the redeeming quality of many English performances of this 
class. Other portions of the glass at St. Denis are designed on the 
still more mistaken system of assimilating glass painting to painting 
on canvas. 

At the Royal manufactory of Sevres, great pains have been bestowed 
pn the improvement of stained glass. Being, however, doubtful of the 
oppression to be produced by the view of mere specimens, I did not 
visit Sevres, but performed a journey to Dreux, about sixty miles from 
ans > where a magnificent chapel, designed by the present King as a 
niausoleum for his family, has been completely fitted up with Sevres 
g ass. There is much good art in this glass. There are figures and 
groups, of which the drawing, composition, and expression are ex- 
remely fine, but the coloring is in some portions crude, and in others 
a Pm. There is an insufficiency of the detail essential to the proper 
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effect of stained glass. The draperies are too plain. There is an 
attempt at diaper-work upon some of the backgrounds, but it is feeble 
and inefficient, and the general effect of the whole is poor. The artists, 
with all their merit, and it is great, have evidently been hampered by 
the principles and practice of painting on canvas, and the mechanical 
process of joining the glass has been so ill understood, that all the sub- 
jects are cut up into squares by the iron work. The same observations 
will apply to the glass in the chapel erected at Paris to the memory of 
the late Duke of Orleans, also from the Sevres manufactory. 

The modern glass displayed in the new church of St. Vincent de 
Paul, is of extraordinary quality. In this the artist has solved the 
problem of uniting high art with the conditions required for the due 
effect of painting on glass. Fine design, drawing, and expression, com- 
bined with a perfect conception of the distribution and collocation of 
color, and a profusion of detail in the draperies, background, and 
borders, render it an example of rare perfection in stained glass, not 
inferior to the ancient in brilliancy and harmony, and immeasurably 
beyond it as a work of art. Each window contains a figure, or two, on 
a blue background, richly diapered, within a border of small figures in 
compartments, formed by green arabesque. This glass is the work of 
M. Marechal, of Metz, an artist also greatly distinguished as a crayon 
painter. I should consider a fine specimen of his work an important 
acquisition to our School, if it could be obtained at any price. 

It is probable that some of the facts and observations which I have 
now had the honor to submit to the Council, may bear upon circum- 
stances connected with our own establishments, and it is not impossible 
that comparisons may offer themselves during my approaching visit to 
the Provincial Schools. I have therefore hastened to submit these 
remarks to the Council whilst they were fresh in my mind, and un- 
biassed by anything arising in the course of my tour of inspection. 

(Signed) AMBROSE POYNTER. 

The thanks of the Council were expressed to Mr. Poynter for 
the foregoing communication, and it was ordered to be printed, 
and circulated with the Minutes. 

V. — The Director read his Monthly Report, for August and 
September, as follows : — 

The School having only now commenced, there is not much to report 
upon as to its proceedings. The rooms have been put in order, 
cleaned, and some repairs effected, and the casts have been carefully 
cleaned. I may observe, that it is very difficult to keep the property 
of the Council clean, so great is the quantity of soot with which tn e 
atmosphere is loaded in this neighbourhood ; and of late dense volumes 
of smoke come from the numerous steam -vessels on the river, have m 
creased our difficulties in this respect. 

Although the School has been open only a few days, I am gl a( 0 
state, that a large number of our former pupils have returned. 
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During the vacation, Mr. Horsley applied for leave of absence for 
the month of October, and I gave notice of his application to Mr. 
Lefevre, and to the Vice-Chairmen of the Council— Lord Colborne 
was at the time absent from London. I stated, that I should be able 
to make provision for the performance of Mr. Horsley’s duties ; and 
Mr. Redgrave has obligingly consented to take his place, and has done 
so, having commenced on the 1st of October, and he, pro tempore , 
conducts the Evening Figure Class. 

Drawings from several of the Provincial Schools have been forwarded 
for the inspection of the Council. I have examined these, and have 
much satisfaction in drawing the attention of the Council to evidences 
of improvement. There are fewer from Birmingham than usual, as 
the new Master has only lately commenced his charge; none from 
Nottingham, that School having opened under the new Master very 
lately ; nor from Sheffield or Manchester, probably owing to the late 
vacation in these Schools. 

In obedience to the instructions of the Council, I have to propose 
two candidates for the situations of permanent Masters, to take the places 
of the Assistant-Masters ; and, in accordance with those instructions, I 
have made enquiries, so as to secure the services of artists of experience 
to fill these important situations, and to afford instruction in new branches 
of study. Mr. Richardson, architect, a pupil of Sir John Soane, and 
well known as an artist of reputation and a teacher, is a candidate 
for the situation of Master in the evening, as Teacher of Architectural 
and Ornamental Drawing, and Perspective, at a salary of £100 per 
annum, to attend nightly, for two hours and a half. Mr. Stevens is a 
candidate for the office of Morning Master, to teach Architecture, Per- 
spective, and Modelling ; he is also highly competent to give instructions 
in Painting of Ornament, if required. I submit a specimen of Mr. 
Stevens’ abilities, and have to state, that he has been nine years in Italy, 
studying carefully the remains of ancient art, and the works of the old 
masters. Mr. Stevens will be required to attend five hours daily, at a 
salary of £150 per annum. 

I beg to recommend for purchase from Mr. Gruner a copy in oil of 
a portion of one of the carved doors in the Loggie of the Vatican, 
price £11. 8s. 

Mr. Gruner has sent the greater part of the examples of various 
descriptions which he was commissioned by the Council to purchase in 
Italy. The sum allowed was £100, to procure casts, colored tracings 
from frescoes and other paintings, and drawings carefully colored of 
-tire elevations of decorated spaces. 

Mr. Gruner has procured about ninety very interesting casts, illus- 
trating different periods of art; also a variety of tracings from Pompeian 
frescoes, exceedingly well executed, and of drawings and tracings of 
middle-age specimens, from different parts of Italy. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 
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The Attendance in the Schools of Design, at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of August 1845, was reported as 
follows : — 
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The foregoing Report of the Director was generally approved, 
and, in reference to instructions given to the Director at the last 
Meeting, and in pursuance of notice in the Agenda, the Council, 
on the recommendation of the Director and Inspector, appointed 
Mr. Alfred Stevens to the office of a Master in the Head School, 
to teach the Morning classes Architectural Drawing, Perspective, 
and Modelling, also Ornamental Painting, if required, at a salary 
of £150 per annum, with the understanding that his engagement 
is terminable by the Council, or by himself, on three months 
notice being given by either party. 

On the same recommendations and terms, at a salary of 
per annum, Mr. Charles James Richardson was appointed a Master 
in the Head School, to teach Architectural Drawing, Perspective? 
and Ornamental Drawing, to the Evening classes. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , November 4th, 1 845. 

(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

rice- chairman 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



(Confidential.— -No. 19.) 
1845-46. 



government school of design, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , November 4 lh> 1845. 



Ihe Council met this day at Three o’clock. 



present : — 

In the Chair , 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., P.R.S., Vice-Chairman ; 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq 
Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

e ^ rect or, and the Inspector of Provincial Schools, were present. 

nnli V\ e Minute s of the last. Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 
° n the 7th of October, were confirmed. 

0 n!!,'~~ r ^ 1U following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
nmittee were read and confirmed 

T 
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Tuesday , October 28 th 9 1845. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 
present : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.Pv S. 

Sir Richard Westmacott, R.A. 



I. The Director reported his correspondence during the month 
since the last meeting of the Committee, on the 30th of September, and 
the following letters were ordered to be brought before the Council 

From the Director to Mr. Wallis, Master of the Manchester 
School, respecting the course of instruction. 

From Mr. Wallis to the Director, in reply. 

From the Director to Mr. Richardson, Master in the Head 
School, respecting the business of instruction. 

II. The correspondence in the Secretary’s department was reported, 
and the following letters were ordered to be brought before the 
Council : — 

From the Board of Trade, respecting the proposition of forming a 
School of Design in Southwark. 

From the Board of Trade, respecting additional accommodation for 
the Head School. 

From James Gibson, Esq., of Belfast, respecting the formation of 
a School of Design in that town. 

III. The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools for, September 
and October, were examined. The following is an abstract of their 
contents. (See pages 3 and 4.) 

Adjourned. 



III. — Mr. Wilson read a letter from Mr. Wallis, Master of the 
Manchester School; also the draft of a reply, which was approved 
by the Council. 

The letter from Janies Gibson, Esq., of Belfast, relative to the 
formation of a School of Design in Belfast, was ordered to be re' 
ferred to the consideration of the Board of Trade. » 

It was ordered, that the substance of the letter from the Board o 
Trade objecting to the proposition of forming a School of Design 111 
the borough of Southwark be communicated to William Pritchar > 
Esq., High Bailiff of Southwark; and that a copy of the comma 111 
cation be at the same time transmitted to Apsley Pellatt, Esq- 

1 J {continued page 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of September, 1845. 
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Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of October, 1S45 
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A draft reply to the letter from the Board of Trade on the sub- 
ject of additional accommodation in the Head School was read 
and postponed for further consideration at the next Meeting 

A letter from the Director to Mr. Richardson, Master in the 
Head School, on the business of instruction, was approved. 

A letter of instruction, from the Director to Mr. Heaviside, 
Master of the Birmingham School, was approved. 

IV— The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
Committee were read and confirmed, and the payments therein 
recommended were ordered to be made accordingly : 

Tuesday , November 4 th> 1845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

present : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 



Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for October 

— Le Jeune, ditto 

— Deverell, ditto 

— Townsend, ditto 

— Horsley, ditto 

— Stevens, ditto 

— Richardson, ditto 

— Murdoch, ditto 

C.W. Deverell, ditto 

Mrs. M;lan, ditto 

Miss Waterhouse, Four Weeks, to September 29th 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, for October 

John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto 

Oomyns, Four Weeks, to November 3rd 
— Poynter, ^Salary, Four Months, to October 31st . 

~ “ - Travelling Expenses 

ivir. Wallis, Manchester, One Quarter, to October 31st 
Heaviside, Birmingham ditto 

Kyd, ditto ditto 

Evans, Coventry, ditto 

— Spratt, Sheffield, ditto 

~~ Patterson, York, ditto 

Scott, Newcastle, ditto 

M'Manus, Glasgow, ditto 

— Robertson, ditto, ditto 

Hammerslcy, Nottingham, for October , . . 

— Stewart, Norwich, ditto . . . 



£ s. d. 
33^ 6 8 
14 11 8 

20 16 8 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 
12 10 0 
8 6 8 
4 3 4 
2 1 8 
16 13 4 

4 4 0 
8 6 8 

5 0 0 
4 0 0 

33 6 8 
20 10 0 
30 0 0 
37 10 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
37 10 0 
25 0 0 
27 10 0 
37 10 0 
25 0 0 
12 10 0 
12 10 0 
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£ s. d. 

Mr. John Townsend, Manchester, for October ... 808 

— Findon, ditto, for September and October . . . 16 13 4 
Usual amount for Wages and Petty Cash Payments . 25 0 0 

Gas Company, for Supply for October 12 12 9 ^ 

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, One Quarter . . , 19 6 0 ^ 

Two Quarters’ Land Tax, to September 29th ... 1 17 6 

Poor Rates 7 1 8 Y* 

Mr. Hume, for Drapery for Lay Figure 2 0 6 */’ 

— Palser, for Prints 2 12 6 / 

— Moren, for Painting and Glazing 2 ]0 0 •/ 

— Caudle, for Medal Tickets 1 11 6 

— Evans, for a Drawing Book 0 14 0 s 

— Dickson, for Plants 1 8 0 

— Redgrave, for Gas Fitting, &c 4 2 10 S 



The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments 
were verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers, and 
were found to be correct. 



November 4th, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House, 
and Spitalficlds. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fuud. 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance at last Audit) 
on October 7th . . J 


£ *. d. 

265 6 4 


£ I, d. 
2,649 11 3 


£ 8. d. 

1,062 3 10 


£ j. 
3,440 8 


d. 

9 


To Amount ofParlia-'t 
mentary Grant ie- ! 
ceived,One Quarter, | 
ending July 31st .J 


592 15 0 


•• 


635 0 0 


1,227 15 


1 


Dr. 

To Amount of Fees re- 
ceived for October : — 












Male School — 
Morning. £10 18 0 
Evening .10 GO 
Female School 4 15 0 


25 19 0 






25 19 


0 




* • 


• * 




Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a / c of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 


353 7 8 

232 14 1 
• • 


2,649 11 3 
136 7 6 


1,697 3 10 
150* 16 8 


4,700 2 

232 H 
136 7 
519 18 


9 

1 

6 

3 


Balance in the Bank ] 
November 4th . J 


£120 13 7 


2,513 3 9 


1,546 7 2 


4,180 4 


6 



(Examined) THOMAS F. GIBSON- 

Adjourned. 
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V. — Mr. Poynter read the following Report of his recent visit 
of Inspection to the Provincial Schools : — 



Manchester. 

The Manchester School is in a very satisfactory condition as far 
as the course of instruction given to the pupils has advanced ; but it 
lias hitherto been chiefly confined to drawing ornament. The works 
of the pupils, in this branch, exhibit much proficiency. 

The elementary class draw outline five nights in the week; the 
second class shade from the flat in chalk or ink ; such as are intended 
lor calico printers study geometry two nights ; the third class draw and 
shade from the cast. There is a fourth class professedly for the figure, 
but what has been done in this department is extremely feeble. There 
is a modelling class twice a week, and a morning class for painting 
flowers, but, from the few specimens produced, it appears to be very 
limited. All the advanced classes attend a class in which Mr. Wallis 
lectures on the principles of design, and the Committee have fitted up a 
room for this particular purpose. I had not an opportunity of attending 
this class, and indeed saw the whole School to disadvantage, the regular 
business being greatly interrupted by the pupils being occupied in their 
competition drawings and designs. 

The Committee have lately opened two additional rooms for the 
elementary class, and for modelling, and they are about to add two 
more. There will then be accommodation for 370 pupils, a number 
which the Committee expect to be immediately filled up. The present 
number amounts to 207, of whom above fifty are morning pupils; 
twenty to thirty morning and evening, and the remainder evening 
only. 

In addition to the classes enumerated, there is an amateur ladies’ 
class, and a small private class of the sons of the principal manufac- 
turers, who attend in the afternoon twice a week. About fifteen of the 
latter grade of society also attend the public classes ; and the Committee 
anticipate the most beneficial results to the School from these pupils, 
who will hereafter be the principal manufacturers of the town, being 
nought up in the habits of attachment to the School, and receiving their 
education in common with those who will look to them for employment 
as designers. 

None of the old established designers in this town have availed them- 
selves of the School, although Mr. Wallis has taken some pains to lead 

er *J & It is, however, important and satisfactory, that some of the 
'1°°/ ? a ^ers, unable from their occupations to enter upon a course of 
? U(, y * n the School, have, under Mr. Wallis’s advice, formed themselves 
lnto a school of their own, for* the purpose of improvement in art. They 
request from the Council through Mr. Wallis, a copy of the Govern- 
refus ^ law * n £ Book, which 1 took upon myself to say would not be 

The directions given by the Council for extending the study of the 
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figure have not been favorably received by the Committee. Some who 
are fearful lest the figure, as was experienced under Mr. Wallis’s 
predecessor, should absorb the practical studies of the School, opposed its 
introduction altogether ; and the majority, who were favorable to the 
figure taking its due place in the course of study, were disposed to object 
to the system laid down by Mr. Wilson in his letter of October 7th, 
until the Committee should give it further consideration, upon the 
ground that if carried out literally, it might interfere with some of the 
arrangements under which they had hitherto conducted the School with 
success. The Committee has however, in accordance with the directions 
of the Council, passed a resolution to the effect, that the figure shall 
henceforward become a part of the course of study of every pupil in the 
School y and the Committee and the Master will take into consideration 
the best means of carrying out the intention of the Council in this 
particular. 

W hether the arrangements made in pursuance of this resolution will 
be satisfactory to the Council, must be seen at the next inspection of the 
School. 

1 he Committee are extremely active and zealous, and express great 
confidence in Mr. Wallis, whose sincere devotion to the School is not to 
be doubted. The annual exhibition of pictures has been thrown open to 
the pupils ; they are encouraged to draw in the Museum of Natural 
History, and measures are on foot to obtain for them the entree to 
the Botanical Garden. 

The results of the Manchester School, as reported by the Committee 
and the Master, are already sensibly felt. Six pupils who have gone 
through the School are in full employment as pattern designers. One 
who is just out of his apprenticeship, has refused £300 per annum, 
offered him to go to America, and having entered into partnership with 
another pattern designer, has more demands upon him than he can 
supply. About fifteen lads have been recommended and employed in 
pattern drawing, while going through the School, whose good taste 
and method of drawing are stated to be highly approved by their em- 
ployers ; and the Committee feel themselves strong enough to advertise 
that there are several others whom they are warranted, from their 
proficiency, in recommending as apprentices and assistants. 

Mr* Wallis wishes for an increase to the Lending Library, the works 
being few and the demand great, and a few small casts of ornament 
for the use of the Modelling Class. The plasters of the Ghiberti 
gates in Florence, and of the Church of the Madeleine in Paris, in 
separate portions, would answer the purpose. These are the only 
wants he mentioned to me on the spot ; but he has since written that it 
would be desirable to add to the collection of statues the Antinous, the 
Discobolus (at rest), the Germanicus, and the Elgin Theseus and 
Jllissus. Mr. Jackson, the Honorary Secretary, has also written for 
five dozen of glazed frames to put the examples in. I have placed these 
letters in the hands oSthe Secretary. 
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Birmingham. 

The Birmingham School is also in a flourishing state. 

The extension of the Figure Class to the elementary Students has been 
received by the Committee with the greatest satisfaction. The figure 
enters so frequently into the composition of objects produced in the 
Birmingham manufactories, that the effect of the limitation of that 
branch of drawing to a select class has been severely felt, and the 
results of the new system of study cannot fail to be immediate and 
important. I had the opportunity of seeing, in a bronze manufactory, 
a most elegant design, by a distinguished artist, and for an important 
object, effectually ruined in execution by the modeller’s ignorance of 
the figure. The contrast with French works of the same class is 
humiliating. 

The School is much inconvenienced by want of space. The principal 
room is crowded by the evening drawing classes. The modelling 
room is much too small ; and though it is the intention of the Committee 
to convert a space, hitherto wasted, into a new modelling room, giving 
up the present modelling room to the Painting Class, the accommoda- 
tion will still be totally inadequate, especially if the Modelling Class 
should increase as it ought. The situation of the premises renders it 
difficult to suggest any mode of enlarging them. The most feasible 
appears to be the erection of a gallery round the great room, with a 
double row of seats. This might be effected without damaging the 
light, which comes from the centre of the dome ; and the Committee 
are anxious it should be done, provided they are furnished with funds 
tor the purpose by the Council, their own, according to their statement, 
being insufficient to meet the expense. It is necessary to observe, that, 
to this plan is opposed the extreme difficulty of ventilating such a gallery, 
so as to make it bearable. 

In consequence of this deficiency of room, the Committee wish to post- 
pone for further consideration the establishment of an Evening Color Class, 
t is represented by the Committee that the japanning trade is that most 
Immediately benefited by the Color Class; that good masters of their pencil, 
m tins trade, can earn very high wages, — as much, in some instances, as 
-o per week, and that the hands engaged in it are able in a short time to 
set up for themselves ; that under these strong temptations the establish- 
ment of an evening Color Class would be attended with such a rush 
mjapanners, or those seeking to qualify themselves for japanners, as 
^ould tend to swamp the other classes if not put under strict regulation ; 
and that any attempt at selecting the pupils would give rise to jealousies 
and ill feelings, tending greatly to the disadvantage of the School ; — 
lat the morning class would be attended by, and would suffice for, 
ose w hom it is most desirable to draw to the School, that is 
0 say, those who are sufficiently advanced and intelligent to give 
U P some portion of their available time to their improvement, or 
q 10se . masters would be willing to grant it to them. As the 
omnnttee have demurred, in this instance, to the directions of the 
°nncil, I have thought it right to state their reasons at length. 
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I did not further press the subject, the more especially as it was 
indispensable to make a firm stand on another point on which the 
Committee had fallen into a strange error. It appears that on 
receiving the specimens of French manufactures, they had intimated by 
a circular that they were put up for exhibition “ to the subscribers and 
their friends.” As this intimation would have excluded a considerable 
number of manufacturers, I urged on the CQmmittee that it was a 
positive condition upon which these articles were sent by the Council, 
that they should be exhibited publicly. An advertisement has, there- 
fore, on my representation, been sent to the local papers (not without 
a direct opposition from some of the Committee) to the effect that the 
exhibition is open to the public, subject, of course, to such regulations as 
are indispensable for the safety of the specimens. Mr. Heaviside had 
previously opened the exhibition as much as lay in his power, and 
reports that it is properly appreciated both by the manufacturers and 
the students in the Scnool. 

With respect to the results obtained by the establishment of the 
School, the Committee are satisfied that a better taste has been exten- 
sively spread by the workmen in various departments who have partaken 
of its advantages. One manufacturer in the japanning trade has had 
at one time as many as sixteen of his people in the School ; and having 
had the opportunity of visiting his manufactory, I can bear testimony 
to their improvement, though there is still much to be accomplished. 
Many of the painters employed in this manufacture display considerable 
ability. The prevailing defect in their best works is a want of keeping 
and ensemble , arising from a deficiency of artistic feeling and taste, and 
the employment of different hands on portions of the same subject. A 
well drawn and well painted horse will be spoiled by a wretched back- 
ground, or a good group of flowers marred by the introduction of a bird 
strictly in the “ teaboard ” style. These are defects which the influence 
of the School cannot fail to amend. 

It is unnecessary to enter here into the statistics of the School, as they 
will be before the Council in the Master’s Report. The only deficiency 
in the course of instruction appears to be the want of a Flower Class. 

The Committee view the appointment of Mr. Heaviside with great 
satisfaction, and have conceived, during their short acquaintance, an 
opinion of his talents and activity, which consoles them for the loss of 
Mr. Dobson. 

Mr. Heaviside makes the following requests: — That some better 
elementary examples of shading than the French heads in litho- 
graphy maybe supplied; also Rafaelle Morghen’s Drawing Book; 
Flaxman’s works; Shaw’s Missals and Ornaments, for the Color Class; 
some more of the Parthenon frieze ; and more of the ornaments from 
the Ghiberti and Madeleine gates. Any prints that may be sent 
Mr. Heaviside begs may be mounted. 

Mr. Lee requests that a specimen of fresco may be sent it possible. 
At Birmingham, as elsewhere, fresco is talked of by those who do no^ 
know what it means. I took upon myself to say we had some frescoes 
we could spare. 
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The only defect to be noticed in the arrangements, is a deficiency of 
gas light in the Figure room. 



Coventry. 

The state of the School at Coventry, and its prospects for the future, 
are equally unsatisfactory. 

The number of pupils now on the books is 106. Of this number 
sixty are the boys of the free schools, who attend the morning class 
only three times in a fortnight. This fact must be kept in mind in 
considering the average amount of attendance, which, independently of 
these boys, is really very small. The pupils are mostly very young, 
and few have advanced beyond the elements. Three or four draw in 
chalk and body color from the cast ; three draw from the figure ; but 
no regular instruction in that class has ever been attempted. Two or 
three of the boys draw and color flowers creditably. 

In addition to the regular class, an evening class is open for in- 
struction in drafting , or the miseen carte. There are six senior pupils 
in this class, all of whom have drawn in the School. Three are re- 
ported by Mr. Evans to have made good progress for their standing ; 
the other three have, no taste for drawing, but continue to learn to draft. 
Four drafters have come to improve themselves : their attendance is 
very irregular, but they have attempted to design a little since they have 
visited the School. 

The little encouragement given to the School may be attributed to 
the circumstance that the ribbon trade, as conducted at Coventry, 
affords little encouragement to the arts of design. The manufacturers 
are for the most part engaged in the production of cheap goods ; they 
neither know, nor care, for the niceties of art, but reject elaborate designs 
npon principle ; and the established system of drafting and designing 
renders it extremely difficult for the few who are more intelligent and 
zealous to introduce any substantial improvement. The manufacturers 
seldom pay for a design. If an independent drafter produces a design 
which is approved, he receives the order to draft it ; the established price 
!s paid for the draft, but the design reckons for nothing. Under these 
circumstances, very little that is original is ever attempted. The ma- 
nufacturers are content to depend upon French patterns, which are 
drafted (and spoiled in the operation) by the drafters in their establish- 
ments, with such alterations and modifications, for the sake of variety, 
as ftey are competent to make. This class of workmen are, for the 
most part, too well satisfied with themselves to resort to the School for 
instruction in drawing and coloring. Of this I witnessed a proof in 

. manufactory of an influential and zealous member of the Com- 
mittee, who has never been able to induce his best practical workmen 
of this class to attend the School, although he has sent some of his 
younger hands. 

The independent drafters are few in number. They employ stampers 
|or the cards of the Jacquard loom, and readers, who arrange the threads 
mr the stampers. These are uneducated lads, and have no encourage- 
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ment from their masters to become otherwise, lest they should encroach 
upon their business. 

The few manufacturers who produce rich goods occasionally employ 
designers independently of drafting ; but I could not learn that such 
designers could make a living at Coventry, or at most but one or two at 
a time. The established price of a pattern is half-a-crown ; and an 
artist who could work rapidly enough to make a living would soon ac- 
cumulate a stock of designs for the season. 

After these data, it cannot be expected that the School should have 
produced much effect upon the general manufacture of the town. 
One manufacturer has three lads from the School as drafters, and 
considers that they draft much better from their knowledge of drawing, 
but admits that, as designers, there is no opening for them. 

The best effect, therefore, that could result from the School would 
be, that the drafters should resort to it, but this they have never done, 
except to the limited extent before stated. 

The Committee are perfectly aware of the unsatisfactory state of the 
School, and of their own failure to render it an object of interest to the 
manufacturers generally, which they are disposed to attribute, and 
perhaps justly, to external causes. The premises are very objectionable. 
I he room in which the boys draw is well enough adapted for the 
purpose, but the entrance is by the obscure side door of a shop, through 
a long and narrow passage and steep stairs ; and the collection of casts 
is placed in a loft above. Supposing the advanced classes of sufficient 
importance to require much attention from the Master at the same time 
with the elementary classes, this separation of the rooms would greatly 
impede the proper performance of his duties. The Master appears 
to want the energy requisite to promote the interests of the School. 
The Committee speak highly of his invariable good conduct and atten- 
tion, but they consider his limited ability, and apathetic disposition to 
render him incapable of raising the School in the adverse circum- 
stances in which it is placed. The Committee are extremely anxious 
that the School should be maintained, the more especially as a drawing 
class at the Mechanics’ Institute was given up when it was established. 
They are desirous to try the effect of better premises and a more 
extensive and efficient course of instruction, in exciting such a feeling 
for the fine arts throughout the population of the town as may yet 
lead to the permanent improvement of their manufactures. They 
are persuaded that funds would be forthcoming in the town to carry 
this objct into effect, if met by due encouragement from the Council- 

Nottingham. 

Circumstances, to which it is unnecessary ta revert, have hitherto 
operated to the peculiar disadvantage of the Nottingham School, but 
its present prospects are encouraging. 

Since the appointment of the present Master, Mr. Hammersley> i n 
August, the attendance has rapidly increased to nearly double the 
amount to which it had declined in July, the last month of the previous 
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Master. At present there are fifteen applicants who cannot be 
received: the forty-six now on the books being the greatest number 
that can be accommodated in the present rooms. Mr. Hammerslev 
speaks m the highest terms of the zeal and attention of the students, 
which is in part shewn by their constant attendance. On the evening 
when I inspected the School, the rooms were crowded, and Mr. 
Hammersley noted especially, that even during the fair the attendance 
had been very little relaxed. 

nf M 6 S° mmitte , e con ^ atulate themselves much on the appointment 
of Mr. Hammersley. The late Master appears never to have led the 
pupils beyond mere elementary drawing; but whatever reason the 
Committee may have had to be dissatisfied with his conduct in the 
management of the School, both they and his successor agree, and the 
pupils acknowledge, that what he taught he taught will, and the 
fact 6nCy SheWD SOme of the P u pils in outline is evidence of the 

f w!l™ fo i l0Wlng £ laSSeS r ar , e in operation thirty in elementary 
drawing, four or five of whom are in the first stage of shading; 
ve are shading from the cast; six are in the elementary Color 
two or th F® e ar f advanced in shading, that is to say, they shade 
from more complicated examples ; and two model. On Friday evening 
,!“J® c i ass for drawing plants from nature : and the whole School 
l fi ? ure > m accordance with the directions of the Council, 
which have been followed as closely as possible; but Mr. Hammersley 
nf c* °a S ? m | “ lscretl °n to act according to circumstances, in the case 
draw t n ^° f c. a i Cer ! aln . e , lass and a S e ’ whom might be desirable to 
roufine°of study 001 W ‘ th ° Ut sub j ectin g the m inflexibly to the whole 

a PP ears t0 be a place where a female class might be 
estab fished with great advantage. Mr. Hammersley has had several 

niipoti , a e pu P ,ls P r °posed to him, but has declined them until the 
undo °!i, a rogoiar female class, which has on former occasions been 
nZi r oous'deration of the Committee, should be decided. The 
tino-lvT • .ales employed in the embroidery and lace trade of Not- 
i ; eti'nt UU . IS tmmense. Many of them are necessitated, whether com- 
inowloZ n °l j° he more or less designers; and it may be said, that a 
of otb ge r? drawin g 1S ,°f importance to all who execute the designs 
thread erS * , e , n * n tbe simple and humble operation of running the 
marhin r °, Und t j le pattern, which is the finishing operation upon the 
it is ,Z laCe ’ j 1Cre I s a perceptible difference in the manner in which 
Mr H- 0rn , by different hands, dependent upon a taste for form, 
attend . mmersley states, that he should have time in the morning to 
class w'M I eniide c ^ass ; and that, as it is unlikely the present morning 
the otl * CV - ei i JC 80 nu, nerous as to occupy more than one of the rooms, 
t[ le ma ®J might be appropriated to the females, without interfering with 

ence°a!? t *' Stand */ 1 ^ tbe P ast inefficiency of the School, its mere exist- 
"• 0 rk n . ” K ' ara . to ‘‘ave had its effect in exciting a critical spirit in the 
en, with respect to the artistical qualities of the patterns put into 
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their hands. Some of the manufacturers can testify to this fact in their 
own establishments; and it has been found to originate with those 
workmen whose children have attended the School. A similar feeling 
has been excited among the pattern drawers. Mr. Hammersley has 
had an application from one of established reputation to be allowed to 
take such advantage of the School as his avocations will permit, and 
he is anxious to open the door as widely as possible to applicants of 
this description. 

When Mr. Hammersley joined the School, the casts, and even 
some of the books, were put away and out of sight. The casts are 
now brought out, and arranged as well as time and circumstances 
have permitted ; and on Monday evenings the School is open to public 
inspection, on which occasions the best display possible is made of the 
books and other works of art. Many of the visitors are manufacturers, 
who have never before had an opportunity to shew that they took an 
interest in the objects of the School. 

There is a great deficiency of examples for the pupils — there is but 
one statue, “ The Boy with the Thorn.* 1 The establishment of the 
Figure Class renders more statues indispensable ; and the Committee, 
who perfectly understand the true end of their proceedings, think that 
now the attention of the public has been attracted to the School, a 
good display of the antique would have an important effect in elevating 
the general taste. Casts of mouldings and capitals are required for 
the elementary class ; also, some lithographic ornaments for the 
elementary Shading Class (there are very good French lithographs of 
this description, but too advanced for beginners) ; and so extreme is the 
destitution of simple shaded examples, that Mr. Hammersley is obliged 
to resort to those in the Government Drawing Book. He also wishes 
for some lithographic heads, Uafaelle Morghen’s Drawing Book, Sir 
William Chambers’s Civil Architecture, the casts from Stone Church, 
a few patterns of silks, and some specimens of oil painting. 

Theie is no lending library ; the Committee are anxious to establish 
one, and wish to have a list of that at Somerset House. 

The system of competing for prizes is much disapproved by Mr. 
Hammersley. He would much prefer an arrangement by which the 
prizes might be awarded to the class drawings. 

The Committee have not yet commenced their new building; ana it 
seems likely that active operations will now be deferred till next spring- 
The present rooms are so ill adapted for their purpose, that nothing 
but the prospect of their being temporary could make them tolerable. 

Sheffield. 

Next to Birmingham, it is at Sheffield that a School of Industrial 
Art ought to produce the most direct influence upon manufac ® j 
but in no place, unless at Coventry, has the School shown so 1 
sign of life. t ave 

From whatever cause it may arise, the Committee appear to 
failed in exciting any interest in the School on the part of the m 
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facturers. With respect to some branches of manufacture, the evil may 
perhaps be traced to the customary mode of treating design, precisely 
similar to what has been stated with reference to Coventry : if a die- 
sinker, for example, offers a design for a piece of plate, and it is 
approved, he is employed to sink the die, but receives nothing on 
account of the design ; and the first consideration in judging of it is, 
whether it will involve any extraordinary expense in the u getting up.” 
It is of little use, therefore, for the designer to attempt any thing new 
or superior in art : such qualities would only tend toward the con- 
demnation of his design ; and the risk of producing an unmarketable 
model is at his own charge. This refers to the independent die-sinkers, 
who are few in number compared with those in regular employment in 
the plate manufactories, where they have still less temptation to 
improve themselves. 

The stove-grate and fender makers appear to be more advanced, — 
and in this trade designers are extensively employed, and well paid. 
Some of their apprentices have been in the School, but with little 
advantage to their general improvement, since, from the moment they 
exhibit any progress in the elements of art, they are withdrawn to 
be made useful in the manufactories — their masters having yet to learn 
that their proficiency in art can be an equivalent for the money value 
of their time employed in attaining it. The mere fact, however, of 
these boys becoming so speedily useful, is a strong proof of the influence 
of the School, little as it may be understood or regarded by those for 
whose benefit it operates. About half a dozen pupils of the School 
are reported to have taken up design as an occupation, two of whom 
are in the silver and two in the stove and fender trade. Three little 
boys have also been sent from the School and found competent to 
assist in drawing plans in a surveyor’s office. None of the established 
designers have ever availed themselves of the School to increase their 
knowledge or improve their taste. 

There are, at the present time, sixty-six pupils on the books of the 
School, divided into the elementary class, the class of shading from 
the flat, and that of drawing from the cast, in which latter class two 
or three attempt the figure. In the class for modelling, which ought 
p a most important branch of study at Sheffield, there is one pupil. 

erspective is taught, but only two or three have taken it up. The 
ema le class, which meets three mornings in the week, is increased to 
Seven > all of whom are at present elementary pupils ; but Mr. Spratt 
Proposes they should color flowers from nature, as soon as they are 
sufficiently advanced. On Tuesday and Friday afternoons the Library 
ls open, but very few attend, and sometimes none. The School has 
a so been opened on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons, at the 
suggestion of some of the members of the Methodist Connexion, 
or the purpose of giving the boys of their school the advantage of 
' ! awin £ ln their half holidays ; but not one of those boys, has ever 
a ended, not even the sons of those by whom the suggestion was 
juade. Two or three of the most diligent of the evening class only 
»a\e ever made use of the Afternoon School. 
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The average attendance in the Evening School is forty-three; but 
the attendance is very irregular, and not half the pupils ever remain in 
the School long enough to go through a regular course of study. The 
occupation of the students will be seen by reference to Mr. Spratt’s 
returns : the working silversmiths, the die-sinkers, and the grate and 
fender makers are the most regular. At fair times and holidays Mr. 
Spratt is obliged to close the doors — no one attends. 

There is no Lending Library, and Mr. Spratt thinks it would be of 
little use to establish one, especially as most of the pupils have the 
opportunity of reading at the Mechanics’ library, where they can 
obtain the same class of books which would be supplied by the School. 

The premises in which the School is held are excellent, and the 
School in good order. The Committee attribute the acknowledged 
failure of the School to the locality, which is in the suburbs, and 
certainly at an inconvenient distance from the centre of the town. 
They have, according to their own account, taken every means by 
advertisement and otherwise to make the School known ; but visitors 
are rare — not, according to Mr. Spratt’s statement, half a dozen in a 
month. The exhibition of the French manufactures brought the 
-School into notice for the time. It attracted about 'lOO visitors, many 
of whom, though manufacturers in the town, professed on that occasion 
to have heard for the first time of the existence of the School. The 
exhibition was followed by a great increase in the number of the 
pupils, as will be seen by comparing the return for September (sixty- 
five) with that for the preceding month (thirty-eight), and for the cor- 
responding month in the last year (forty-one) : but in other respects 
the School seems to have subsided into its former stagnation. 

There can be no complaint by the manufacturers of any want of 
intelligence or sympathy, with regard to their interests, on the part of 
the Committee, since, of fitteen members, ten are directly connected 
with the staple of the place — seven being actually manufacturers, and 
three merchants in the metal trade. 

The Committee express perfect satisfaction with Mr. Spratt. 

The performances of the pupils are by no means of a high order. 
The general style of the outline drawings is stiff, and the shaded 
drawings loosely executed. 

Mr. Spratt requires nothing but a work on perspective, for which he 
wrote some time since, and a book of colored flowers for the female 
class. 

The casts last sent to the School — part of the Parthenon frieze — have 
never been put up, but stand at the bottom of the stairs, pele mele with 
the packing cases which contained them. 



York. 

There is little to remark on the subject of the York School* which 
proceeds steadily on the plan laid down by the Council. Mr. Paterson 
had not yet begun the regular Figure Class at the date of my visit, but 
purposed to start with it on the 1 st of November. The figure has alreaf v 
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J-taught to a small class of five elementary and two advanced 

In addition to the regular classes, there are two or three painters 
who study from the statues, &e., but being advanced in their profession 
object to sit down among the boys for the study of ornament. Mr* 
Paterson conceives that the presence of students of this class gives 
importance and stability to the School, and wishes to be allowed 
a discretion in admitting them, though not strictly within the rules. 

A female class meets on Wednesday and Friday afternoons : it is 
on the increase, and is expected shortly to amount to twenty. It con- 
sists of the daughters of tradesmen, who, according to Mr. Patterson’s 
representation, would not be likely to provide their children with 
private drawing masters. The boys are chiefly sons of mechanics— 
house pamters, masons, carvers, plasterers, and carpenters. Those 
who have remained the longest, and attended most regularly in the 
school, are of these classes. As the pupils have generally remained 
in the School to go through the whole course of instruction, there has 
been little change among them, and little opportunity to shew to what 
account they could turn their acquirements. Six boys and one female 
pupil come from the country, and board in York, for the purpose of 
attending the School. 

The School excites considerable attention among the nobility and 
gentiy of the neighbourhood. Visitors are numerous ; and excellent 
meetings have been collected at the distribution of the prizes. 

Phe system of allotting prizes to the most meritorious works of the 
pupils in the classes, instead of to competition drawings, has been 
adopted here, and found not only successful in avoiding the excitement 
a V ^ aloUS ^’ an( ^ i nterru pti° n to the regular business of the School 
unich attend set competitions, but also serviceable in promoting con- 
s ant attention in the classes. Twice in the year the following prizes 
are given for Class Drawings: — For the best outline ; for the greatest 
improvement in outline ; for the best shading from the flat ; for the 
es .t drawing from the cast, and for the greatest improvement in 
each ; and for the best drawing of the figure. Prizes have also been 
given, by the liberality of Mr. Etty, for designs for stained glass, and 
for pamfcng fr om flowers. 

, ,~ere no Lending Libraiy. The Committee w r ould be glad to 
S M P ° ne * an( ^ ^ P rom ised that a list should be sent. 

r. Paterson wishes for some architectural examples, both en- 
gravingg and casts, and some elementary exwnples of the figure, 
to th Con ! mittee are perfectly satisfied witn Mr. Paterson’s attention 
0 he duties of the School; but consider his manner toward the 
I'h ^ so conciliatory as might be wished, 
fri are some duplicates among the casts — the Medici pilaster, the 
mi^r * rotn the Trajan forum, and the Tivoli capital. As the Com- 
L suppose these objects not worth the cost of returning them to 
Meehan’ > kf® permission of the Council to present them to the 

^e school-room is defectively lighted by day ; the Committee are 

u 
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aware of it, and wait only to conclude some arrangement for tlie lease 
of the premises, in order to make an alteration by which this fault will 
be remedied. 



Newcastle. 

I must concur, to a great extent, in the observations made by the 
late Inspector on the state of the instruction in the Newcastle School. 
The pupils appear to go too fast ; and though a great number of them 
have advanced to shading and drawing the figure, I saw but three 
elementary outline drawings among the specimens laid before me by 
the Master which exhibited any proficiency. Nothing appears to be 
done in earnest : in the female class, especially, the performances are 
in no degree better than mere boarding school teaching might attain. 

As Mr. Scott is certainly not deficient either in ability or acquire- 
ments, a little more firmness on his part to enforce strictly a progressive 
system of study seems all that is necessary to correct this unsatisfactory 
state of the School ; but he appears fo yield too readily to the 
impatience of the pupils in their desire to evade the dry study of the 
elements, and to pass into the advanced classes, The extent of the 
female class, and the circumstance that it contains a considerable 
proportion of amateurs, may have its effect in producing this laxity. 

This class numbers forty-six pupils, most of whom are the daughters 
of shopkeepers, clerks, and other people in business ; but many are 
the daughters of the subscribers to the School. I was assured by the 
Secretary that not less than two-thirds of the number studied with the 
intention of making their acquirements useful ; several with a view to 
wool working, of whom from six to ten already obtain employment 
from a Berlin importer : about ten are in employment as teachers, 
and others look forward to the same occupation ; the remainder are 
amateurs, represented by Mr. Scott as having no object but amuse- 
ment, and consequently making no serious exertion. Several, he 
considers incapable of progress. To suffer the class to remain in this 
state is an injustice to the working pupils ; and a rigid elementary course 
of instruction is requisite, not only for the benefit of those who really 
desire to profit by it, but also to drive away the idlers and incapables 
without throwing upon the Master the task of disembarrassing himself 
of them by more direct means. 

In the evening male class there are sixty-three pupils. Their 
attendance is reported tq^be irregular, and generally short ; but this 
season more of the old pupils have returned than formerly : they are 
mostly engaged in trades, as will be seen by reference to Mr. Scott s 
Report. They are all mixed together in the rooms, without any 
proper separation of classes, and seem to draw indiscriminately f ronl 
all sorts of examples. About twenty shade from the flat; two draw 
the figure from the round ; three color flowers from the round, am 
five model, three of whom, a silversmith and two wood-carvers, mo e 
the figure, but no elementary instruction in the figure has ever been 
given to any of the pupils. One pupil has attained some proficient. 
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in colored ornament, and is competent to color from nature but 
there is no class. * 

The state of the School, as regards instruction, is the more to be 
regretted, since Newcastle possesses more than common facilities for 
promoting its success. Literary institutions are liberally encouraged 
and an interest in the arts among the inhabitants naturally follows’ 
The Museum is excellent, and contains a collection of birds, shells 
insects, and corals, which might be of the greatest advantage to the 
bchool if the pupils were qualified to study from them. There is like- 
wise a class of long standing for the study of geometry and perspective, 
held in the same building as the School, but entirely independent 
of it. This class might be made available for the School, and the 
Committee would be glad to see them united. There are from fourteen 
to twenty pupils in this class, and the Master is remunerated by the fees. 

t is unnecessary to say that window glass is the staple manufacture 
of Newcastle ; but since the duty has been taken off the material 
there has been a great increase in the fabrication of manufactured 
articles in glass. A large proportion of all the stained glass made for 
churches is supplied from Newcastle, and chiefly from one manufactory, 
that of Mr. Wailes, who employs a great number of well-educated 
artists principally from Edinburgh, some of whom follow up the 
? °* the figure in the School ; but this establishment which might 

in uence, and be influenced by art to an immense extent, is conducted 
u pon a principle calculated to produce effects altogether adverse to 
sound taste, that of re-producing the glass of the middle ages, with all its 
imperfeet composition and bad drawing : and so literal is the imitation, 
iat the dirt and corrosion of time upon the old material is faithfully 
copied on the new. It is but just to say, that what is professed to be 
one cannot be done better ; but it is in vain to look for the promotion 
°i good art where bad is made an express condition, 
oome potteries in the neighbourhood of Newcastle, although pro- 
ucing the coarsest ware, might afford an opening for industrial art in 
e improvement of form ; but the Committee have been unable to 
xcite any interest on the subject in that quarter, 
th k ^ C ° tt vv ^ s ^ es f° r some simple examples for the Color Class — 
, e bo °k °f flowers which he has, being too advanced for the 
t i en J entar y pupils ; and a new book for entering the pupils, larger than 
Library was fi^ e d in nine months ; also a list of the Lending 

j* unddle desk is badly lighted for the Evening School : the gas 
& s are too low, and have no shades ; and the middle room, con- 
uung most of the figures, is very dim. 

* n *° rmec * Ly a letter from Mr. Deverell, dated October 20th, 
bein ^ T° U ^ unnecess ary for me to proceed to Glasgow, the School 
v isit^that ^ *** conse( l uence alterations to the building, I did not 

(Signed) AMBROSE POYNTER. 

November, 1845. 
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On the motion of Mr. Etty, it was resolved that the thanks of 
the Council be expressed to Mr. Poynter, for the satisfactory care 
and attention which he has bestowed on the preparation of the 
Report, now presented, on the state of the Provincial Schools. 

The following examples, &c., were ordered to be supplied to 
the Schools at Manchester, Birmingham, and Nottingham, as 
recommended in the Inspector’s Report. 

Manchester . — Small casts of ornaments ; such statues as the Director 
may consider suitable ; and thirty-six glazed frames. 

Birmingham. — Flaxman’s works ; Shaw’s Missal ornaments; casts 
from the Elgin frieze; specimens from the Ghiberti and Madelaine 
gates ; and books for a Lending Library, to the amount of £30. 

Nottingham . — Such casts of statues as the Director may consider 
suitable ; lithographic ornaments for shading ; and books for a 
Lending Library, to the amount of £30. 

V. — The Director read his Monthly Report, as follows, for 
October : — 

The progress of the pupils in the Head School is satisfactory, but I 
have to draw the particular attention of the Council to the fact, that 
owing to previous arrangements, their numbers cannot now be so great 
as formerly, when the School was entirely filled. The arrangements 
necessary to carry out the advanced branches of instruction now in 
active operation, and the new classes which have been established, 
have necessarily led to some new arrangements as to space, limited as 
it really is, and we cannot now accommodate so great a number of 
pupils as when the instruction was generally of a more elementary 
character. 

The new classes for Architectural Drawing have commenced ; hut 
a little time will be required to form them ; and a supply of the 
requisite examples should be procured. 

I may here observe, that instruction in these classes should, I think, be 
confined to industrial designers, decorators, and mechanics. If we admi 
the young architects who frequent the School to take advantage ot 
them, we shall shortly be inundated by apprentices from this class, wno 
will seek here that education which they can and ought to procure 
elsewhere. 

The classes for the Figure are in active operation, and every pup 1 
in the School receives instruction in this important branch of study- 
there is no exclusive class for its study alone ; and I may perhaps ® 
permitted to remark, that the arrangements seem to give entire sa u 
faction to the pupils themselves. uf * ed 

Some of our more advanced pupils have left us, having obtain 1 
engagements. As much stress has been laid upon this subject, alt oug 
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I have from time to time reported the employments of pupils, I shall 
sum up the results of last year’s proceedings in this respect : — 

W. C. Wyld, as designer, employed by Mr. Minton, of Stoke - 
upon-Trent. 

W. E. Cadman, as designer, employed by Mr. Thomson, of 
Chtheroe. 

John Strudwick, employed by Mr. Pellatt, London. 

Robert Jefferson, employed as modeller at the New Houses of 
Parliament. 

J.K. Harvey, employed by Messrs. Broadfoot, Brand, Thompson, 
and Co., London. r 

This designer came to us from this house, and states that he has 
derived the utmost benefit from his studies in the School : he further 
states, that tjie house he is employed by has ceased to import French 
designs, as formerly. 

C. Anson, \ . 

J. Gilbert. J a PP rentlce d out of the School to the same house. 

James Hayes, apprenticed out of the School to Messrs. Graham 
and Co., in the city, where he gives much satisfaction. 

The fact of these youths being able to draw well before forming 
these engagements, has been found to be of the greatest service, and 
it is stated, that their education as practical designers has been much 
facilitated. 



Two decorators, Messrs. Pearce and Eyre, who formerly attended, 
have lately visited the School, and expressed their gratitude for the benefits 
they had derived from their studies, which they said had rendered their 
art pleasant and comparatively easy to them : they are fully occupied. 
In this case, I feel that we have improved their skill, but it is doubtful 
whether we have diffused good taste by these means — they are com- 
pelled to paint in the depraved style of decoration borrowed from the 
continent, now so much the fashion. 

John Woods, employed permanently as designer, by Mr. Smee, 
m the city. 



. It appears that this house has ceased to purchase French designs 
Sln ce employing this student ; and 1 may mention, that one of the old 
^signers has called at the School and has expressed his feelings at 
® great injury done to his business by the operations of the 
chool. He stated that “every body could draw now ; ” and that the 
employment of Wood by Mr. Smee was a loss of £50 per annum to 



I do not lay any stress upon these statements, but they are, at any 
some testimony to the spread of a knowledge of drawing through 
e operations of the School ; and, in time, I hope that there will also 
e lm provement in taste. 
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Mr. Murdoch, one of our Probationers, assisted by Mr. Denby, is 
about to paint a very large space in Buckingham Palace. 

I have been frequently applied to to supply painters to conduct 
decorations; and I feel anxious to make a few remarks upon this 
subject. It appears to me quite unreasonable to expect that youths 
educated for a year or two in this School should design and conduct 
decorations of an important character anywhere ; but if such applicants 
will in the first place employ a fully competent and educated artist to 
design and conduct, I am able to state, that we can furnish a number 
of students able to follow his directions, and to paint his designs, and 
this is all that can in fairness be expected. Many years of close appli- 
cation are necessary to form competent designers of a high class, and 
we can have none till such a course has been followed. 

I have to remark, that although we could furnish workmen, and I 
do not hesitate to state, workmen in some cases able to paint as well 
as any of the foreigners who visit us ; still nearly the whole of those 
who frequent the School are in the service of masters in Dondon, and 
it is impossible to secure their services without application to their 
masters. 

I have to report, that I have made arrangements to add to our stock 
of examples to paint from in oil. The copies of the arabesques being in 
distemper are absolutely unsuited to serve as examples for students 
who wish to paint in oils ; I have the highest authority in art for this 
observation. Examples executed in oil must necessarily be fur- 
nished. In the total absence of these we had recourse to subjects of 
still life, which have excited some remark; but I may state, that there 
is no better method of teaching students to paint, and I trust that we 
may be allowed to continue the practice, although it must be combined 
with the study of appropriate examples of ornamental painting, without 
which education must indeed be imperfect. 

At present, whilst our Schools are well furnished with casts and 
prints, and such examples, in the whole of the Government School of 
Design there are not a dozen good examples of oil painting. 

I have lately inspected the School at Spitalfields, and was much 
pleased by the progress made by the pupils ; but a class for the raise en 
carte has been established by the local Committee, which absorbs the 
greater portion of the time of some advanced pupils, and diverts their 
attention from the study of art. I have felt it to be my duty, as Director, 
to limit the study of the mise in carte to one day in the week for each 
pupil. 

Mr. Horsley has returned from the continent, and has resumed his 
duties, which Mr. Redgrave has discharged since the meeting of the 
School, attending every evening with punctuality, and taking the greatest 
interest in the welfare and progress of the students. ., 

I trust that I may be permitted to express my hope that the Counci 
will be pleased to address a letter of thanks to Mr. Redgrave upon 
this occasion. , 

Mr. Horsley has requested me to provide a number of outlines trace 
from some outlines in the School, which he requires for the purpose o 



311 



teaching : this may be done, by means of lithography, at a trifling 
expense. 

It is very desirable that every convenience should be provided to assist 
the Master in giving out copies, as time is thereby saved, and I recom- 
mend that two portfolio stands be procured, to stand in different parts 
of the room. 

Mr. Horsley would be glad to have a small table, with a drawer, in 
his room. 

I have from time to time procured examples for elementary instruc- 
tion in the figure ; but it is hardly possible to obtain them in sufficient 
quantity, of a really durable quality. Examples of the same description, 
and architectural examples, are much wanted in all the Schools. I 
think that a sum of £6 to each would suffice to provide them. 

Application has been made by the Master of the Spitalfields School 
for six glazed frames. 

I recommend for purchase the first volume of Steuart’s Athens, at 
£l. Is. 

Mr. Macmanus asks for elementary examples of the figure, and a 
work upon anatomy, value £4. 

Mr. Horsley also asks for a work upon anatomy. 

Mr. Richardson also asks for specimens of tracery for the glass 
painters, and others in the School; also for some architectural examples. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director . 

(For Attendance Table see following page.) 

The foregoing Report of the Director was generally approved, 
and the following orders were given thereon : — 

That the thanks of the Council be expressed to Mr. Redgrave for 
his obliging care of the Figure classes during the absence of Mr. 
Horsley. 

That the glazed cases be supplied to the Spitalfields School. 

That two portfolio cases be provided for the Head School, and a 
table for Mr. Horsley, 

That examples for the figure, to the amount of £5, be supplied to 
each of the Branch Schools ; also architectural examples. 

That lithograph examples, and a work on anatomy, be provided for 
Mr. Horsley’s class. 

That architectural examples, and a work on tracery, be provided 
for Mr. Richardson’s class. 

That an Italian work on anatomy, by Mascagni, price £4, be 
applied to Glasgow School. 
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Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spital- 
fields, during the Month of October 1845 : — 





Somerset 


Spital- 






House. 


fields. 




Male. 




1 




Mor. 


Ev. 


Fem 


J 


Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the) 


70 


134 


52 


216 


Number entered during the Month } 


Morning School : — 










Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 


60 




50 


11 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


33 




16 


6 


Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 
Evening School : — 


56 


•• 


38 


8 


LargestNumber who have attended on any oneEvening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 


•• 


106 

57 


•• 


170 

140 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 
Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 


• • 


87 

« 




150 


Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 
Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing . 


60 


82 




150 


Class 4. Shading from the Flat .... 


2 


15 




67 


Class 3. Shading from Casts . 




6 






Class 2. Elementary Coloring 


7 


6 




*4 


Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design .... 

Classes for Drawing the Figure ) with regard to 
Ornamental Design. 

Class 3. Elementary ... ... 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of) 
Draperv j 








7 


. . 


4 


• 


9 


Class 1 . Painting in Chiar'-oscuro from the Round . 


1 


10 


• • 


•• 


Classes for Modelling. 










Class 2. Elementary 

Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 




1 

10 


• 




Original Designs 









Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , January 13/4, 1846. 

(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

rice- Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



( Confidential . — No. 20.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday, December 2nd , 1845. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present ; — 

In the Chair , 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman ; 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

The Director, and the Inspector of Provincial Schools, were present. 

I — The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 
on the 4th of November, were read, in manuscript, and were 
approved ; but printed copies not having been, as usual, pre- 
viously circulated, the final confirmation of these Minutes was 
deferred to the next Meeting : and the cause of this omission was 
ex plained by a letter from the printer, stating that the urgency of 
ex tra work for Government, relating to Railways, had rendered it 
impossible, during the last month, to execute the usual work for 
'he Council. 
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II.-The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
Committee were read and confirmed. * 



Tuesday , November 25/A, 1845. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 
present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

The Inspector of Provincial Schools was present. 

The correspondence in the Secretary’s Office, since the last meeting 
of the Committee on the 25th of October, was reported by Mr 
Deverell: the letters received and sent being chiefly relative to the 
routine business of the Office. s y ve 10 rne 

The following official letter was referred to the notice of the Council 

J£?“ f the o, C ° mm !T er5 ° f Her Majesty’s Office of Woods, 

applying for the usual Abstract Report of the State and Progress of 

S 13 annuall y Presented to that Office, in reference 

L STsSff - " d ,upi,li “ of 

A letter from Mr. Findon respecting the portion of his salary payable 
by the Committee of the Manchester School, was referred to th^Finance 
Committee ; and an application from the Committee of the Nottingham 

° f s ' h “'’ - 



Mr. Wilson reported the correspondence in the Director’s Office 
during the same period, and read various letters which he had received 
and sent. The following were referred to the Council : 

Correspondence between the Director and the Master of the 
Orlasgow School, on the subject of instruction. 

Correspondence of the Director with the Committee and Master 
of the Manchester School on the subject of instruction. 



The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools for November 
were examined. (For Abstract , see next page.) 

Adjourned. 



The correspondence referred, in the foregoing Minutes, to the 
Council, was accordingly read. 

-c vP 1 ? ^ etters addressed by Mr. Wilson to the Masters of the 
Schools at Manchester and Glasgow were approved, and Mr. 
Deverell was directed to prepare the required Report to the Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Office of Woods. 

The Council then resumed consideration of the subject of pro- 
viding additional accommodation in the Head School, in reference 



— of the Stv D . wt , in the P R ov,,cu t Sc„oo LS of Dks.cn, for the Month of November 
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to the letter thereon from the Board of Trade; and the 
of a reply was further postponed. 



preparation 



III. The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
ommittee were read and confirmed, and the payments therein 
recommended, were ordered to be made accordingly. 



Tuesday , December 2nd , 1845. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

PRESENT : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined and 
appiove , and it was resolved that they be recommended to the 
Council for payment. 



Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for November 



— Le Jeune, 
— Deverell, 

— Townsend, 
— Horsley, 

— Stevens, 

— Richardson, 
— Murdoch, 

C. W. Deverell, 
Mrs. M‘Ian, 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



Mi^ss Waterhouse F-ive Weeks, to December 3rd ! 
Mr. \\ alsh, Spitalfields, for November 
— John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto . . 

— Comyns Four Weeks, to December 1st .' .’ 

Mr U S.?lZT f D Y a! > eS \ nd Pet 7 Cash Payments . 
Mr. Stibbs, for Books for the Lending Library 

Messrs. Henng and Remington, for Books, Prints, &c., 

xf f £ ,, ead Sch001 90(1 Provincial Schools 
Mr. Fuller, for Prints 

for lithographing Drawings . 

~ C^ery, f ° r Expenses on Package . 

— Stibbs for Books for Nottingham School 

Ditto ditto Birmingham ditto 

— Gruner, for Balance of his Account 

— Pearson, Norwich, for Casts . 

— Dickson, for Plants for Models 

Gas Company, for Supply for November .’ 

Miss Channon, for an Arabesque Painting 
Mr. Pringle, Student for Tracings ... 
Christmas Gratuities to House Servants, School' Atl 
tendants, Watchmen, Postmen, &c., as per List 

aid HaJi e pJr^ ! ! g £5 l ° the 0 fficc * Kee P er 



£ s. d. 
33 6 8 
14 11 8 
20 16 8 
16 13 4 
12 10 0 
12 10 0 
8 6 

4 3 
2 1 

16 13 

5 5 
8 6 8 
5 0 0 
4 0 0 

25 0 0 . 

3 14 0^ 



8 

4 

8 

4 

0 



127 19 
5 8 
1 7 
0 10 
30 6 
29 14 
28 5 



35 

1 

12 

5 

2 



9 r 

6 ^ 
6 ^ 

0 ^ 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 



V 

f 



17 17 6 
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The following payments of Salaries, &c„ for December, were ordered 
to be made on the 1st of January next, in consequence of the Council 
“* being summoned to meet until the second Tuesday of that month 
(the 13th,) after the vacation as heretofore. * 

Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for December 
— Le Jeune, ditto 

— Deverell, ditto 

Townsend, ditto 

Horsley, ditto 



— Stevens, 

— Richardson, 

— Murdoch, 

C. W. Deverell, 
Mrs. MTan, 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



Miss Waterhouse, Two Weeks, to December 17th' 
Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, for December 
— John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto . . . 

— Comyns, Four Weeks, to December 29th 
Usual amount for Wages and Petty Cash Payments . 
Mr. Denby, One Quarter’s Exhibition, to Dec. 25th . 
— Lmgford, ditto ditto 



£ s. 
33 6 
14 11 
20 16 
16 13 
12 10 
12 10 
8 6 
4 3 
2 1 
16 13 
2 2 



8 

5 

4 

25 

7 

7 



6 

0 

0 

0 

10 

10 



d. 

8 

8 

8 

4 

0 

0 

8 

4 

8 

4 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



The following Statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments were 
verihed by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers, and were 
lound to be correct. 



December 2nd. 1845. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
1 of Annual Fuud 
»or Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance last Audit, on 1 
November 4th . J 


£ s. d. 

120 13 7 


£ *. d. 

2,513 3 9 


£ s . d. 
1,546 7 2 


£ s. d. 
4,180 4 6 


Dr. 

To Fees received for 
November— 










Male School — 
Morning £10 16 0 
Evening . 12 7 0 
female School 5 7 0 


Oft 1 A A 






28 10 0 




40 1U U 


• • 


• • 


Cr. 

% Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 
ona/c of ditto No. 2 
Un a/c of ditto No. 3 

Balance in the Dank » 
uusilay, Dec.2,1845 l 


149 3 7 
230 14 7 


2,513 3 9 


1,546 7 2 
387* *3 4 


4,208 14 6 
| 617 17 11 


-81 11 3 


2,513 3 9 


1,159 3 10 


3,590 16 7 



(Examined) 



W. R. HAMILTON. 
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bv^hf CommTtt^ r ' fl r i d ° n J eSp t Cting a P° rtion ofh; 3 salary payable 

K: re ?onhTc»i M “ cl, “ ter *“ ■*£ * i 

seise, tr u t SET rf ^iS3r ,r 
atr « ,h>t isfts.'aai'i 



Total Amount 
of 

Salaries 

paid. 


Amount of 
Salaries 
exempted. 


Amount of 
Salaries 
assessed. 


Amount of 
Assessed 
Duty. 


Amount paid 
into 

the Bank of 
England. 


£ ». d. 


£ s. d. 


£ ». d. 


£ s. d. 


£ 9. d. 


j 1,388 17 6 


287 12 6 


1,101 5 0 


31 19 3 




} 2,559 14 10 


208 8 0 


2,351 6 10 


43 16 7 


123 7 11 


} 2,713 16 8 


1,041 16 8 


1,672 0 0 


4 1 12 lj 




} 773 14 2 
\ 


298 18 0 


474 16 2 


13 16 10 


13 16 10 


} 849 4 8 

i 


341 4 8 


508 0 0 


14 16 5 


14 16 5 


“ 


•• 


363 16 0 


10 12 9 


10 12 9 


1 " 


— 


— 


162 13 11 


162 13 11 



Date. 



Adjourned. (Examined) W. R. HAMILTON. 

NolImbJr^— D ' rCCt0r Fead h ' S MonthI y Report, as follows, for 

sat^factonf re Thl 1 sf JP up .* ls . ^ ur ’”g the last month has been generally 
remarked— anH^J 6 8< * 0< ? 13 quite ful1 ' but ' as 1 have formerly 
number of fl i« am ai ? xl0, * s to repeat the observation — our increased 
of nunik into b^b 1C f <Va ^ cemen t tnade by a considerable number 

the numbers a A >ran j bes study, have made it necessary to limit 

SSI? S£SS ^ l00k ‘h- ye- to l smaller 

•uTbeen 6116 ^ S * U< ty hgure drawing — which is now established, and 
Vlj ".? OIng . ° n SInce the commencement of this session-has pro- 

the 



k n<3 K™ ; arawing — which is now estab 

i 0] T Smce the commencement of this session-has pro- 
tahlpVn ? atlsf * ct °7 ^ults, that I am enabled to lay upon the 
that fu 0 ^ er 0U ^tnes by the pupils, which when it is considered 
^ , ay e uow studied for two months only, seem to me to be a 
pupils ^ ment8 Teachers and to the progress of the 

^ 1 he classes for Perspective and Architectural Drawing are admirably 
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d±*ehSe“ r JS h ;s«i re “ J ^ tj E . |t r‘,' ry 

snSLt = “*£ 

=S?fiiaS 5ft- bM ll “ tel 

, Mt - E '«l“ri»o «q«Si»g a number of eZpte ttfpeSfc, 
classes, has prepared many with his own hands, or by mean^rf b£ 

Mr. Horsley has also caused a number of tracings to be made bv one 
anH T , moniln & P U P 1,8 > which have occupied a great deal of his time • 

the Palace. ^ cont i nu e to work at the decorations in 

favn^hl! la fll inspected the S 011001 a‘ Spitalfields, and have to report 
, le exertl °ns of the Masters and the progress of the 

School h^veLn™ DOt S j tisfied ,vith the disci P line maintained: the 
vouno- JL 7 , 7 ’ and aS a number of well-disposed industrious 
of the idle. & end,tbey must be P rotected from disturbance on the part 

^ P, ” Prie,P °' “*“* 

vinc^aKs!dw!f % plan for providing colored examples for the Pro- 
they possess suffici' 8 ver y deslrable to employ our own pupils, where 
and flower m 1 >' ^ & .ty and practice. In the department of fruit 
provide very exreP S fP eclall >’’ we have several female pupils who could 
idea and rT ^ ent e f am P^ es > an ^ should the Council approve of this 

S * ’r 1 - 1 $Um “ V a-pj. whilst it w«ld be 

for the Profit « t k n °i US P T S ’ U ml ? ht secure some g ood examples 
and the snJ? 0 ” 3 Scb ° ols - Tbe experiment might perhaps be tried, 
ing, to ascertV CnS ,P r ° duced laid before the Council at the next Meet- 
A diffir>, n 7 w ,her the plan can be successfully adopted. 

Promising t!,,-il la J® ly been pressed upon my attention by a very 
be served hiJ” " b ° bas [ eft * he S( -'hool ; he was informed that unless 
master T| • a PP rentl p e ship he need not hope for employment by any 
own case bp ll “ a Senou9 consideration, but it so happen's that in his 
tbe knowlprln-' aS ^ Iv ? n a contradiction to the assertion, having, owing to 
£2. 2s. De f aC ? ulred lere > obtained a situation as an omamentist, at 
difficulty LL Week ' * am informed. In his case, however, one 
in a coarb , . re “ 10ved hy the fact that he had previously been employed 
heal dextenty ntln ^ establls hment, where he had acquired much prac- 

hngham^wb 68 ° f Frencb manufacture have been despatched to Not- 

School a’nH . er f, arran K e ments have been made to exhibit them in the 
ana to the public. 
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* had an opportunity of recommending Mr. Lingford, one of 
our Exhibitioners, to a very excellent situation as a decorator, in Man- 
chester, where he will receive about £120 per annum. 

I recommend for purchase the following useful and important 
works Handbook: of Architecture ; Costumi Religiosi, &c. ; Fred 
ntichi, by Albertolli, &c . ; ditto, another copy; Architectura Cannino 
Antica ; Le Palais Massimi a Rome; Botticher’s Details; The 
Crowning of the Virgin, being prints from a picture by Fra Beato 
Angelico, at Pans. 

Whilst I have thu3 alluded to difficulties, I may mention on the other 
side, that several manufacturers— so it has been stated to me— have 
called on Miss Cooke, one of our gainers of prizes, and have said that 
ley will purchase all the designs which she can produce for chintz.' 



(Signed) 



C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 



The Attendance in the Schools of Design, at Somerset House 
and Spitalfields, for the Month of November 1845, was reported 
as follows 



vuuiu« vi oruaenrs on tlie Hooks, that i 
number entered during the Month . 

Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 
Smallest Number ditto ditto * 

Average Daily Attendance during the Month 



Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 
Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing . 
Class 4. Shading from the Flat .... 
Class 3. Shading from Casts 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring 

Class 1 . Architecture and Perspective 



Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 
Ornamental Design. 



Class 3. 
Class 2. 

Class 1. 



Elementary . . ^ | I v 

Drawing from the Round, and Study of 

D 1 ? ra j ,er ) 

Painting in Chiaroscuro from the Round 
Shading in Tempera ••••.. 



Classes for Modelling. 

Class 2* Elementary ••••.. 

Claw 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 
Original Designs ....... J 



Somerset 

House. 


Spital- 

fields. 


Malk. 


Fj!M 


Mor. 


Ev. 


Mor. 


Ev. 


J 65 


142 


54 


% 


n 


.58 


108 


52 


10 


178 


37 


77 


38 


6 
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orders weregivl^^^ *W^d, and the following 

Sch^^ the Head 

the use of his 2 Pere P ec “ve Drawing, prepared by him for 

That the books recommended by the Director, be purchased. 

P roviiickl School^ was coS" 8 ?“ S T^ °l a ' d to the lowing 
to address a Sr to SZcZ^”* ^ D?vereU was directed 
period of expiration of 1 t) mmit ^es severally, announcing’ the 
being discontinued in consen grants i ? ad the probability of their 
these Schools • statino- «J q ^ aC ° ° f th ? unsatisfactory progress of 
be ready to gi ve Sfuil!^ ““J* ^ that the Council 
Committees of thesesS COnS '? eratl0 ' 1 to Ports from the 
prospects. schools, on their present state and future 



School. 

Newcastle-on- Tvne • 
Sheffield . . . 

Coventry . 

Adjourned to Tuesday, 13th 



Date of Expiration. 

• • . 26th Dec., 1845. 

• . . 31st Jan., 1846. 

• • . ‘21st Mar., 1846. 

January, 1846. 



Read and Confirmed, January 13 th, 1846. 



(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Fic e-Chair man , 



X 



i 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



(Confidential. — No. 21.) 
1845-46. 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , January 13/A, 1846. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 



In the Chair , 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman ; 
Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Gibson, Thomas Field., Esq. 

Pell att, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq., as Inspector of Provincial Schools. 
Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I. — The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council, on 

the 4th of November, were confirmed, after several emendations 

were made in the Inspector’s Report contained therein. 
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Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting n f tb« n n -i 
on the 2nd of December, were confirmed ft Council, 

of th. Director’s Report, “T * P 0 ' 1 ”” 

elation for the Head School. ‘ dditional accommo- 



Monday , January 12 th, 1846. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at o’clock. 

PRESENT : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
oynter, Ambrose, Esq., as Inspector of Provincial Schools. 

s i n ^/l.y, lls ? n re P orted the correspondence in the Director’s office 
nee the last meeting of the Committee, on the 25th of November and 
read numerous letters which he had received, and sent 

Co“- WCre 0rdered ‘° be bro "g ht be f°re the notice of the 

theBoard^of Trade?' ”****** * Sch ° 01 WickW - Referred ‘° 

° f ,h ' 

ner o7 Teaching 011 ’ ° f NeWCastle SchooI » describing his man- 

AftSSStt 0f u Y ° rk Scb ° o1 ’ P" rendering the 

FromVf r n S , h r b o leficlal t0 the manufacturers of Halifax. 
assistancfinfnri' r ° f Sc f. rbo . rou gh, applying for information and 
in the R forming a collection of examples for a Drawing Class 
m the Scarborough Mechanics’ Institute. 8 ' 

engagment^of Pif 1 t0 W°u thC Stafford . s h ire Potteries, respecting an 
Fm™ *7 W y lde . a student m the Head School. 

‘he attend™ Ba r'J, ell ’Secretary of the Norwich School, requesting 
From l\r nC V^ t le Sector at the public opening of that School, 
and Ronl-, j-n r \ e “ ( l uir , in g respecting a Catalogue of Examples, 
Mr U 7 -i , nnts » for the use of the students. 

Prison s reply to Mr. Ker. 

during ^tk Vere11 re P orted ‘he correspondence in the Secretary’s office 

forty-three r ri t d ’, C0 " sistin .^ of fift y° ne letters received, and 
"Inch he had written in reply, and otherwise. 

x 2 
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The following were ordered to be brought under the notice of the 
Council : — 

Two from Mr. Baker of Scarborough, and replies thereto, on the 
subiect noticed in the Director’s correspondence. 

From the Secretary of the Birmingham School, announcing 
Mr. Heaviside’s resignation of the office of Master of that School, 
with copy of Mr. Heaviside’s letter to the Rev. Prince Lee- . 
From Mr. Barwell, Norwich, on the opening of the Norwich 

SC From Mr. Dresser, Secretary of the Coventry School, in reply to 
a letter from the Council on the probability of discontinuing the 

^From Mr. W. R. Hamilton, presenting a cast of a draped figure 

from a Greek sculpture, in relief. 

From Mr. Vickers, Nottingham, describing the present success, 

and favorable prospects of the Nottingham School. 

From Mr. Ritchie, Secretary of the Glasgow School, stating the 
period during which that School has been closed on account o 
alterations in the building, and the proposed time of re "°P e ™"£ t . 

From Mr. Ker, two letters, sending notice of motions, and request 
ing Mr. Deverell to report to the Council on the Lending Librarj , 
and to prepare a Catalogue of the Examples and Books in the 

^ C From Mr. Lefevre, expressing assent of the Board of Trade to 
the insertion of an additional £100 to the grant to the Birmingham 

School, in the next Estimate. . . n f the 

From Mr. Lefevre, requesting an approxim ate statement ot 
total value of the property in the Head School and Branch Sc 

From Mr. Lefevre, approving of letter to the Co ^ mI “® clling 
Schools at Coventry, Sheffield, and Newcastle, on the approa h g 
expiration of the periods of the grants of aid. 

The said letter to the Secretaries of those Schools. , 

From Mr. Wallis, communicating resolutions of the Man 
Committee on conforming to the plan of instruction enjoined by 
Council. 

The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools 
were examined. The following is an abstract of their conten 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of December 1845. 
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The following resolutions were passed on matters contained in 
the foregoing Minutes of the Correspondence Committee: 

1. That a letter be addressed to the Committee of the Coventry 
School, stating in reply to their communication of the 12th instant, 
that the Council will be disposed to recommend to Government a 
continuance of the Grant of Annual Aid, if the Committee can pro- 
vide more suitable and advantageous rooms for the School, and can 
ensure a large and constant daily attendance of students ; adding that, 
the Council highly disapprove of the indiscriminate admission of 
Free School boys, who, if admitted at all, should, in all respects be 
subjected to the same rules for attendance and’ studies as are enjoined 
upon the other students. 

2. That notice be given to Mr. Evans, Master of the Coven ry 
School, that his services in that office will not be required beyon 
the period of three months from the present time. 

3. That Ms. Heaviside’s resignation of the office of Master of 
Birmingham School be accepted, and that the Director be authorised 
To makf a temporary arrangement with Mr. Thomas Hamilton, o 
King Edward’s School at Birmingham, for the performance of 
duties of the office, until a permanent successor to Mr. Heaviside ca 

b 6 4 P Tliaf the Director’s letter to the Committee of the Birming- 
ham School, on the formation of a Colouring Class approved. 

5. That the Director be requested to proceed to Norwich, t 
present at the public opening of that School. 

P 6. That the Committee of the York School be authorised l to P 
sent to the York Mechanics’ Institute, two duplicate casts supplie 

b \ th Th»uhe Committee of the Nott'mgham School be 

send to the Council the amended plan of the proposed new building 

for that School. , , _ „ . * -l r01 n- 

8. That a letter be addressed to Mr. Lefevre in reply n anJ 
munication of the 12th instant, stating that the p^il * y Trade, 
will act upon, the suggestions of my Lords of the ^ Birmingham 
respecting the grant of an additional £100/ to the 

School. . . . A i „ Mr Ker, that a 

9. That in reference to the desire expressed by Mr.w , f 

Catalogue should be made of all the Casts, specimens, manuscript 
Prints in the School, the Director be requested ohaveama ^ 
list prepared, in continuation of the printed Catalo^e in ^ 

Report for 1843-44, and that it should be alphabetically 

The Letter addressed to the Committees of the 
Coventry, Sheffield, and Newcastle, as ordered at the la. 
of the Council, was read and approved as follows . 
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Government School of Design , Somerset House. 

15 th December , 1845. 

Sir, 

At the last meeting of the Council of the School of Design, I 
was instructed to request you to direct the attention of the Committee 
of the School of Design to the fact that the triennnial period 

for which the Grants of Aid from the Council were made, will expire 
on the of next ; and I was further directed to state to 

you, for the information and consideration of your Committee, that the 
Council, on referring to their last Annual Report to Parliament, (page 
,) and to the Official Reports which have since been brought before 
them, regret that the progress of the School is not sufficiently 

satisfactory to afford an expectation of their feeling warranted and pre- 
pared to recommend to my Lords of the Board of Trade a continuance 
of these grants beyond the termination of the present financial year, on 
the 30th of April next, to which period the last vote of Parliament 
extends. At the same time, I am to state that — if the gentlemen con- 
stituting the Local Committee of Management of the School 

of Design are impressed with a strong conviction that the operations of 
that School can be made more efficient towards accomplishing the 
objects contemplated in its formation — if the Annual Subscription 
towards its maintenance can be kept up, and guaranteed, for a further 
period, to at least the amount hitherto required by the Council : — if 
your Committee can adopt effectual means for increasing the number 
of students who attend the course of instruction in the School with a 
bond fide intention of applying knowledge of art to manufacturing and 
other industrial pursuits : — and, most particularly, if your Committee 
are confident that the continuance of a School of Design in 
is duly appreciated by the inhabitants, as being serviceable in benefiting 
the manufactures, and promoting the commercial interests of the town, 
the Council will be ready to give the fullest consideration to a Report of 
your Committee upon the subject. 

I have therefore to express to you the hope of the Council that you 
will be able to furnish them with a distinct and early communication 
respecting the above mentioned points, to which the earnest attention 
of your Committee, and body of Subscribers, is requested. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER RUDING DEVERELL. 

Secretary of the 
School of Design at 



To 
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In reply to the foregoing communication, the following letter 
was read from the Committee of the Coventry School. 

Dear Sir, Coventry , January 12 th, 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 16th December, the Committee of 
Management of the Coventry School of Design have desired me to 
state that they will undertake to keep up the accustomed annual sub- 
scription, if the Government grant is continued as usual, but if the 
latter is withdrawn, the School must inevitably be given up. The 
Committee consider this would be a great misfortune, as they have no 
doubt that it is laying the foundation of great benefit to the trade of the 
place, and that experience will enable them to render it much more 
efficient. They are confident that its services to the commercial 
interests of the town are becoming more highly appreciated every day, 
and that a cessation of the support hitherto afforded by Government 
would have a most injurious effect. They consider that the number of 
students attending the course of instruction with a bona fide intention 
of applying the knowledge of art to manufacturing and industrial 
purposes, is°quite as large, in proportion to the population, as in other 
towns where Schools of Design have been established, and have 
observed, with much regret, the disparaging terms in which the 
Coventry School is spoken of in the Reports, as calculated to check their 
exertions in fostering a love of the arts and a knowledge of design m 
Coventry. 

But even if their School were in as languid a state as your reporters 
consider it, the Committee entreat the Council to consider that a with- 
drawal of the Government grant would extinguish it altogether ; and 
that in fact it would have been much better if the attempt had never 
been made to awaken an improved feeling, than to withhold the 

assistance after so short a trial. . j-kw 

The Committee deem the attendance of boys from the dittereni 
established schools as calculated to be of great advantage to them in 
after life, and to prepare them for becoming students vyith • 

of applving their acquirements to the industrial pursuits in which tn y 
may be engaged. They also think it is of great importance 11 
disseminate the rudiments of art among the population genera y, 
who have heretofore had so little encouragement to turn their mind ■ 
that direction ; and they therefore venture to express an opinion 
this branch of their establishment is quite as deserving ot assist 
and approbation as that which affords a higher degree of training. 

Under all the circumstances, the Committee earnestly request a 
tinuance of that support they have received from the Council, 
without which their School must be abandoned. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

LUKE DRESSER, 

Honorary Secret at y* 



Walter. Ruding Devcrelly Esq. 
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IV. — A letter addressed to Mr. Poynter, by Mr. Ker, was read, 
suggesting that extracts of Mr. Poynter’s Report on the Provincial 
Schools might, with advantage be given to the public Journals. 
The propriety of adopting this proposition was considered, and it 
was resolved — 

That a selection of parts of Mr. Poynter’s Report on the Pro- 
vincial Schools be made, for insertion in one or more of the public 

Journals. 

V. — It was resolved that, the thanks of the Council be presented 
to Mr. Hamilton, for his kiudness in presenting to the Head 
School a cast of a draped figure from a Greek sculpture, in relief. 

VI. — The Monthly Report of the Director was read, as follows, 
— for December. 

The Report which I have the honor to lay before the Council at 
this time is very brief. 

The number of students in the School is equal to our accommodation 
under the present arrangement of classes, and the course of instruction 
approved by the Council is strictly followed ; but it is to be regretted that 
whilst all the classes are in operation, want of space should limit 
the numbers in each, whilst the Masters are exposed to some incon- 
venience in conducting their separate classes. 

We have upwards of twenty-five applicants waiting for admission at 
present. 

I have much pleasure in stating that the majority of our most 
advanced pupils of last year have returned to the School, and that the 
Evening Painting Classes are very well attended. 

I have to bring under the notice of the Council a number of drawings 
from the majority of the Provincial Schools, and from the Branch 
School in Spitalfields: these are the drawings for the quarter, and 
they have been forwarded from Birmingham, Sheffield, Coventry, York, 
Newcastle, and Spitalfields. 

The School at Glasgow is shut at present, as building operations are 
still going on. The drawings of the Manchester School are on exhi- 
bition in that town. The School at Norwich commenced operations 
on the 7th of the present month ; and no drawings have been sent from 
Nottingham. I find, upon examining my letters, that whilst I had 
duly informed his predecessor of the resolution of the Council requiring 
the quarterly exhibition of drawings, I have omitted to inform Mr. 
Haiqmersley. 

I am anxious to draw the attention of the Council to the great 
progress which has been made at Newcastle : the drawings this quarter 
are superior to any which have been hitherto sent from that School. 

The drawings from York are also very good ; and it is gratifying to 
observe the care with which the Master 'of that School endeavours to 
carry out the instructions which he receives. 
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The drawings from Birmingham are not quite equal to former 
exhibitions, but the modelling is very meritorious, exceeding any 

specimens which have yet been forwarded. 

The drawings exhibited by the pupils in Spitalfields have been 
executed in competition for the small quarterly ’prizes allowed by the 
Council. I have every reason to believe that the offer of these prizes 

has had a good effect. , . . , . . 

Mr. Murdoch and Mr. Denby are still engaged painting decorations 
in Buckingham Palace, and I am informed that their performances 

S T beo- to recommend for purchase a copy of Schadow’s Polyclete ; and 
also that copies should be provided for Manchester, Birmingham, and 
Glasgow. 



(Signed) 



C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 



The foregoing Report was generally approved. 

YU The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 

Committee were read and confirmed, and the payments therein 
recommended were ordered to be made accordingly. 



Tuesday , January 13 th, 1846. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 



PRESENT t — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council 

payment. 



Messrs. Clowes, for Printing ...» 

Gas Company, for Supply for December . • * • 

Mr. Hensman, for Coal and Coke (Four Months) . • 

Slack, for Ironmongery and Repairs (Five Montnsj 

Clark, Optician, for Drawing Instruments . • 

— Blackmore, for Packing Cases . . • • • 

— Broad, for Oil, Candles, &c. (Three Months) . • 

— Stibbs, for Books * 

On account of Annual Grant to Spitalfields School . 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office . . . • • j * 

Amount for Quarterly Prizes to Spitalfields School . 



19 0 0^ 
10 11 °V 
16 0 O') 

4 14 9^ 
8 0 0 *', 
3 12 0 < 

5 11 »y 
7 10 0 ^ 
2 12 Ori 

60 0 0 / 
4 12 1 ^ 
4 0 0 
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Mr. Deverell, presented the following — 

Statement of the Account of the Spitalfields School for Annual 

Grant . 

Amount of Annual Grant for 1845-46, as per 
Estimate, voted by Parliament . • . 

Due from the Council to the Spitalfields 
Committee for the Eight Months, May 
to December inclusive, 1845 .... 

Paid by the Council to Mr. W alsli, for the 
above Eight Months, on account of his 
Salary, namely £100 per annum . . . £66 3 4 

Paid to Mr.|Brown, for same period, at £60 

per annum 40 0 0 

106 13 4 



Balance due December 31st, 1845 • • . £126 13 4 

r On the close of the Financial year 1844-45, the Account for Annual 
Aid was entirely balanced by a payment of £60. 13s.. 8 d. 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments 
were verified by reference to the Account Books and V ouchers, and 
were found to be correct. 



January 13th, 1845. 


1. On Account 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House, 
and Spilalfiolds. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant tor Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund, 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance at last Audit! 
on Dec. 2nd, 1845 J 


£ ». d. 

81 11 0 


£ *. d. 

2,513 3 9 


£ *. d. 

1,159 3 10 


£ ». d. 

3,590 16 7 


Dr. 

To Amount of Fees re- 
ceived for Dec.:— 










Male School — 
Morning. £12 2 0 
Evening .13 2 0 
Female School 5 6 0 


30 10 0 






30 10 0 










Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/ c of Fund No. 1 
On a/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/c of ditto No. 3 


51 1 0 

373 11 5 
• # 


2,513 3 9 
277 6 5 


1,159 3 10 
41*13 4 


3,621 6 7 
692**11 2 


Balance in the Bank 1 
November 4th . j 




*• 




2,928 15 5 



£ *. d. 

350 0 0 



233 6 8 



(Examined) 



THOMAS F. GIBSON. 
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VIII. — Mr. Ker not being present, the following motions of 
which he had given notice in the Agenda, were brought forward by 
the Chairman. 

That, in future, Prizes shall be given for the best design, &c. 
executed by the Pupils within the year, instead of as heretofore offer- 
ing Prizes for the execution of some particular Design, &c. 

That the Secretary be instructed to send at least one week’s notice 
of the Meetings of the Council and Committees ; except when they 
are specially summoned, and the time for which they are summoned 
will not allow of such notice being given. 

With regard to the former proposition, reference was made to 
a rcommendation made to the same effect by Mr. Wilson, in his 
Monthly Report to the Council, on the of , 

and it was resolved — 

That, in future, Prizes shall be given as now moved by Mr. Ker, 
and formerly recommended by Mr. Wilson. 

With respect to the latter proposition, it was stated by Mr. 
Deverell that, as the proceedings of the Correspondence Committee 
on the Tuesday previous to each Meeting of the Council necessa- 
rily form a part of the Agenda for the Council Meeting on the 
following Tuesday, it was impracticable to issue such printed 
Agenda before Thursday morning, at which time they had hitherto 
been issued; but that, for the purpose of keeping the Council re- 
minded of the days of meeting, it might be convenient to have 
a card printed indicating the ordinary Meetings throughout the 
year, which was approved, and ordered to be done. 

A Report which, at the request of Mr. Ker, Mr. Deverell had 
prepared on the present state and management of the Lending 
Library, showing the weekly number of issues during the last 
year, was laid on the table, with a complete printed Catalogue 
of the Books (700 volumes). 
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Attendance in the School at Somerset House and Spitalfields, 
for the Month of December 1845. 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 




fielda. 




MAI.E. 








Mor. 


Ev. 


Fem. 




Total Number of Students on tbe Boobs, that is, the) 


7 1 








Number entered during the Month J 




141 


D4 


230 


Morning School : — 










Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 


63 


. , 


50 


10 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


43 


, u 


36 


8 


Average DailyMorning Attendance during the Month 


54 


•• 


43 


9 


Evening School : — 










Largest Number who have attended on any oneEvening 


. • 


119 


*• 


176 


Smallest Number ditto ditto • 


, , 


73 


• • 


9S 


A erage Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 


•• 


103 


•• 


160 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 










Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 










Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing . • 


62 


61 


. , 


150 


Class 4. Shading from the Flat 


4 


6 


. . 


69 






3 


, . 


, . 


Class 2. Elementary Coloring ..«•••• 


8 


13 


, , 


18 


Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design .... 




12 


. . 


7 


Perspective Class 




7 


•• 


•• 


Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 










Ornamental Design . 










Class 3. Elementary . . • • 


62 


14 


.. 


, . 


Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of) 




6 




9 


Drapery J 










Class 1 . Painting in Chiar’-oscuro from the Round . 


•• 


11 


•• 


3 


Classes for Modelling . 




















Class 1 . Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 


. j 


8 




4 








" 





Adjourned. 



Head and Confirmed , February 3rd , 1846. 

(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

rice- Chairman. 




( Confirmed Minutes .) 



(Confidential. — No. 22.) 
1845-46. 



government school of design, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , February 3rd, 1846. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-Chairman y 

Blore, Edward, Esq., F.R.S. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Inglis, Sir Robert Harry, Bart., R.A. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Poynter, Ambrose, Esq. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

I —The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 
on the 13th of January, were confirmed. 

II. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Corresponded 
Committee on the 27th of January, were read and continue . 
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Tuesday , January 21th, 1846. 

The Correspondence Committee met this clay at Two o’clock : — 
present : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

Poynter, Ambbose, Esq., as Inspector of Provincial 
Schools. 

Mr. Deverell reported the correspondence in the Secretary’s office 
since the last Meeting of the Committee, on the 1 2th of January, and 
read various letters which he had received and sent. 

The following were ordered to be brought under the notice of the 
Council, at the next Meeting : — 

From the Board of Trade, enclosing a letter from Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, on the subject of Insuring the Property in the Schools, 
stating that Government property is not insured. 

From the Committee of the Newcastle School, in reply to the 
Council on the subject of continuing the Grants of Aid. 

To Mr. Evans, Coventry, on his removal from the Office of Master 
of that School. 

To the Committee of the Coventry School, as follows, in reply to 
the letter of that Committee of the 12th of January. 

Government School of Design, Somerset House , 
Dear Sir, January 19 th, 1846. 

Your official communication of the 12th instant, relative to 
the state and prospects of the Coventry School of Design, was brought 
under the consideration of the Council at their last Sleeting ; and I 
was directed to state to you, for the information of your Committee, that 
the Council will be disposed to recommend to Government a continu- 
ance of the grant of annual aid, if your Committee can provide more 
suitable and advantageous rooms for the School, and can ensure a large 
and constant daily attendance of students. At the same time, I am to 
state, that the Council highly disapprove of the indiscriminate admis- 
sion of Free School Boys, who, if admitted at all, should in all respects 
he subjected to the same rules for attendance and studies as are en- 
joined upon the other students. 

Fhe next Meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday, the 3rd 
of February next. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. R. D. 

Luke Dresser , Esq . 

' ecr it«ry to the Coventry School of Design . 



From the Coventry Committee, in reply. 
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It was ordered that a letter be prepared and sent to the Committee 
of the Newcastle School, in reply to their communication of the 17th 
of January. 

The Director reported his correspondence since the last Meeting of 
the Committee, on the 12th of January. 

The following letters were ordered to be brought before the 
Council : — 

From Mr. Wallis, Master of the Manchester School, resigning his 

appointment to that office. 

The Director read to the Committee various letters which he had 
received, and written, relating to the affairs of the Manchester School, 
and especially, with reference to the Master, Mr. Wallis, who, in con- 
sequence of his entertaining objections to instructions of the Council, 
communicated to him by the Director, as to the most advisable manner 
of teaching the figure, has notified his resignation of his office ; and 
the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Jackson, having also resigned, the Man- 
Chester Committee have appointed in lus place Mr. Aspden, hitherto 
the Acting Secretary. 

From Mr. Patterson, York, respecting the Female Class at 

York. . 

From Mr. Ilammersley, Nottingham, respecting 1 nzes. 

From Mr. Frazer, Manchester, offering his services to the school 

in a tour through Europe. 

The Director reported that, on the 21st of January, :he had sent 
Mr. Murdoch to Birmingham, as a temporary arrangement, to supply 
the place of Mr. Heaviside, on the same terms of remuneration ; ana 
that Mr. Stewart, Master of Norwich School, being ill, it might oe 
desirable to send Mr. Denby to perform his duties until his recov j > 
which the Committee approved. 

The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools for January were 
examined. The following is an abstract of their contents. 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of January 1846 . 
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Adjourned. 
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The following resolutions were passed on the several matters 
contained in the foregoing Minutes and Correspondence. 

1. That Mr. Denby’s expenses in officiating as Master of the 
Norwich School, during the illness of Mr. Stewart, be paid, to the 

a ™ 2 U That the resignation of Mr. Wallis, as Master of the Man- 
chester School, be accepted. , i „r t- , 1 ,, ,.f 

3. That, in reference to the letter from the Board of Trade of the 

ok the subject of additional aid to the Birmingham School, 
£100 be granted from the Outfit Fund ; and that a letter, the 
of which was read and approved, be sent to the Chairman o t 
Committee, the Keverend Prince Lee. 

4. The following letter, directed by the Correspondence C 
mittee to be sent to the Committee of the Newcastle School, was 
read and approved. 

Government School of Design, Somerset House, 
January 31st, 1846. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Council of the Government School _o 
Desio-n to state to you, for the information of your Committee, that 
your°letter of the 17th instant has been taken into consuleration^ am 
that the Council, before submitting the claims oftheNew^t e &hM 
to the consideration of my Lords of the Board of irade, which J 
desirous of doing, with a view of obtaining a continuance of 
grant, request to be furnished with a further statement p 

f0l lTXough the number of pupils attending the School app^rs to 
have been considerable, it is e«„tial .h.t the 
informed whether these pupils, or what number of t , 
attended for a sufficient time to make a real progress m . 

° f ThiTis g a point of great importance. Tourpupils^midd notify 
attend reuularly, but they should continue m the School for a teng 
S pST if this is overlooked, no real advantageous effects can 

^ 2udly. ,Ct The Council are desirous that 

continuance of the grant, the Commi tee s . jj es i,j n for 

the School is to lie conducted as a bond Jide School oj J 
the benefit of the industrial classes. . —pat 

The returns of the numbers who attend the ‘ cont e m p!at«l 

measure made up by a class of pupik '' 10 "J , , ver arra ngem ent5 
when these institutions were established ; and wh t . f g giving 
maybe made lietween the Committee and .£ e £S expect that 
instructions to such persons at other bourn, // ' ^ointment 

the six hours per diem, which the Master is bound by huJP^ ^ 
and office to give to instruction *n omamen a > ( | os j gnc rs f° r 
sively atibrded to persons intending to bccoin b 



339 



manufactures, to artists engaged in decoration or ornamental manu- 
factures, or to workmen to whom skill in drawing is of im- 
portance. 

The Council require the whole stipulated time of the Master to 
be devoted to affording instruction to these classes, and that his 
attention be not distracted from this object by the claims of others 
whose pursuits are not of this practical nature. 



I have the honor to be, &c. 



To the Honorary Secretaries of the 

Government School of Design , Newcastle. 



W. R. D. 



5. That the temporary appointment of Mr. Murdoch, as Master 
of the Birmingham School, in place of Mr. Heaviside, at the same 
rate of remuneration, from the 21st of January last, be sanctioned. 

6. That a letter be addressed to the Coventry Committee, in reply 
to their communication of the 27th January, stating that the Council 
require a more particular statement of the measures which the Com- 
mittee propose to adopt, in order to render that School more efficient 
and successful in carrying out the objects for which it was established ; 
the general expression of intention to use endeavours towards the 
accomplishment of the required alterations and improvements not 
being deemed sufficient to warrant the Council in recommending to 
Government a continuance of the grants of aid. 

A letter, dated January 30th, from the York Committee, was 
read, applying for a Lending Library ; and it was resolved, that 
£30 be appropriated for that purpose, from the Outfit Grant to 
that School. 

III. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee were read and confirmed, and the payments therein recom- 
mended were ordered to be made accordingly. 

Tuesday , February 3rd, 1846. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 
present : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined and approved, 
aru * it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 

Payment. 



y 2 
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Salaries : — 

Mr. Wilson, for 
— Le Jeune, 

— Deverell, 

— Townsend, 
— Horsley, 

— Stevens, 

— Richardson, 
— Murdoch, 

C. W. Deverell, 
Mrs. M‘Ian, 



£ s. 
33 0 
14 11 
20 16 
16 13 
12 10 
12 10 
8 6 
4 3 
2 1 
16 13 

4 4 
8 6 

5 0 
5 0 



d . 
8 
8 
8 
4 
0 
0 
8 
4 
8 
4 
0 
8 
0 
0 



30 

25 

25 

25 

25 



January 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Miss Waterhouse, Four Weeks, to January 29tli 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, for January . . 

— John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto . 

— Comyns, Five Weeks, to February 2nd 
— Wallis, Manchester, One Quarter, to January 

31st • 

— John Townsend, Manchester 
Heaviside, Birmingham, Two Months, to De- 
cember 31st • • • 

— Kyd, Birmingham, One Quarter, to January 31st 
— Evans, Coventry, ditto 

— Spratt, Sheffield, ditto 

— Patterson, York, ditto 

— Scott, Newcastle, ditto 

— M‘Manus, Glasgow, ditto 

— Robertson, ditto, ditto 

— Hammersley, Nottingham, ditto 

— Stewart, Norwich, ditto 

Usual advance for Wages and Petty Cash Payments . 

Balance of Annual Grant to Spitalfields School 
Mr. Roberson, for Drawing Materials . . 

Messrs. Hering and Co., for Books of Plates 
Mr. Brucciani, for Casts . . . 

— Worrall, ditto 
— Setchell, for Books of Plates 
— Crozier, ditto 

— Stibbs, for Books . . . 

— Nodes, ditto . • • 

— Gruner, for Plates and Casts 
— Mapleson, for Fresco Plaster 
— Pringle, for Drawings . . 

York School, for Lending Library 
Mr. Wilson, Travelling Expenses to Norw 
Birmingham . . • . • • • 

Birmingham School, Additional Grant 

The following Statement of the Cash Account idtht^^^ 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipt! 8 * * j w ere 

verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers, 
found to be correct. 



cli 



0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

37 10 
25 0 
27 10 
37 10 
25 0 
37 10 
37 10 
25 0 
66 13 
32 18 
71 19 
157 2 
16 6 
4 



1 15 
4 3 



2 

16 

1 

3 

30 



and 



6 12 
100 0 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

V 

0 ✓ 
0 

6 v' 
6 ^ 

0 'C 

6 1/ 

0 ' 

U 

o/ 

0 
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Febbuaby 3rd, 1846. 



Balance last Audition ] 
January 13 th 

Dr* 

To Fees receive 
January — 

Male School — 
Morning £6 
Evening . 6 



Amount of Parliamen-] 
tary Grant received, 

Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/c of Fund No. 1 



1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant for OutQt 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


£ 8. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ 8. d. 


£ 8. d. 


[ 424 12 5 


2,235 17 4 


1,117 10 6 


2,928 15 5 


i 

) 

1 

15 13 0 
} 592 15 0 


•• 


635 0 0 


15 13 0 
1,227 15 0 


183 15 7 


2,235 17 4 


1,752 10 6 


4,172 3 5 


60 8 10 
* • • 


2114 0 


• • 

64**0 0 


| 146 2 10 


| 123 6 9 


2,214 3 4 


1,688 10 6 


4,026 0 7 



(Examined) 



APSLEY PELLATT. 



IV. — The Director read his Monthly Report for January, as 
follows : — 

The progress of the students in the Head School is very satis- 
factory. The evening attendance, as compared with that of the 
same month in the last session is about one hundred less. I 
J lav ® already offered explanation upon this point. The Council 
having increased the number of classes, it has, of course, been necessary 
to alter the desks and tables ; and in the great room, the accommodation 
for pupils has been diminished by at least fifty seats. Although this 
is the case, I have the pleasure of stating that whilst these places are 
no longer filled by mere elementary students, the space provided by 
removing the desks is entirely occupied by students who are following 
the higher branches of study ; and of this class we have many more 
than in previous years. 

Hie arrangements in operation for elementary instruction in the 
1 ra wing of the figure also diminished the accommodation ; but as the 
pupils advance in their studies, they will be transferred to the class for 
1 F ^ rom ^ ie round, and more room will be thus obtained. 

Many experienced judges have frequently expressed an opinion that 
Ie ^hool is better filled by a small number of advanced pupils, who 
ma y early g 0 forth into the world and profit by the instruction which 
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they have received, than by a greater number of mere elementary 
pupils. I have much pleasure in stating my behef that we are 

gradually effecting this object. , . , . 

Still, a larger accommodation for elementary pupils appears desirable, 
as otherwise our hopes of recruiting the ranks of advanced pupils may 
not be efficiently realised, and a considerable number are now waiting 

for admission. , . , , vi 

The class for Architectural Drawing in the morning can as yet hardly 
be said to be formed : all the morning pupils who are fit for such a 
class frequent the evening school, and attend the Architectural and Per- 
spective Classes ; and in most respects this is advantageous, as it enables 
them to paint uninterruptedly during the day. , , 

I have much pleasure in submitting to the Council a number of 
drawings of the figure, by pupils in the School, showing completely the 

method of instruction which is adopted. , 

The precision and accuracy of these drawings by Mr. Horsleys 
pupils, are most gratifying ; and I hope that the Council will pardon 
the expression of my individual gratification in thus seeing my wishes 
on this important subject realised. . ... 

At Mr. Townsend’s request, I submit two specimens of modelling. 
One of them is an unaided effort of a pupil to model a print after 
Titian, and indcates considerable talent. 

The other is modelled from a print. I may mention that as we can 
now obtain prints from purer examples of ornaments, I remove from 
the School all those, which like that imitated by this pupil, are o 

questionable taste. , __ 

Several specimens of drawings of tracery now exhibited, and a per- 
spective drawing, have been executed by pupils of Mr. Richardson.^ 
I also exhibit various designs by pupils tn the Spitamci 

^Also a silver plate, designed and engraved by Mr. Mackenzie, a 
pupil in the Head School. 

At this season, I beg to submit to the Council the advisability ot 
appointing a Prize Committee to draw up a list of prizes. , 

1 I have from time to time reported to the Council upon the emp J 
merit of pupils after they leave the School, either as 
by inducements to go away before they can be said to be ; 

instructed ; but 1 have been obliged to observe that it is mpossibleto 
trace by far the greater proportion of our pupils, so as f;o toy 3 f 
accurate statement before the Council. I heard accide *3^ 
the employment of a pupil of the name of Clarkson, wh « j 

the School for three years, and obtained a pme at ti 
of that period. He has a lucrative situation as designer a 
ilersfield, which he obtained solely from the fact of his J 
obtained a prize here. I have further to state that he was a p 1 
my predecessors entirely. 0 f the 

1 have not a doubt that many other instances have 
same nature, although it is impossible to trace them. pr jze- 

to the Council whether it would not be advisable to give i 
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holders a document which might be of service to them on leaving the 
School. 

I have lately inspected the School at Spitalfields, and have awarded 
the small prizes allowed for the best quarterly productions of the pupils. 

I trust that the Council will be pleased to continue this allowance as it 
lias fully answered the purpose which was contemplated. The School 
at Spitalfields is filled with pupils, numbers of whom attend to snatch a 
brief hour’s useful instruction and study after a long day of hard labor. 
We cannot doubt (although we may not be able to prove the fact by 
following the pupils beyond the walls of the School) that the proficiency 
made by so great a number of young men in drawing, must one day 
produce important results. One pupil is now engaged designing for a 
Huddersfield manufacturer, and one design which I saw of his is greatly 
better in every respect than the specimens sent to him as examples of 
the description of design required. 

I proceeded in the last month to Norwich to open the School there. 

I was much gratified to observe the satisfactory nature of all the arrange- 
ments for carrying on the School. The rooms have been admirably 
fitted up in accordance with the plans forwarded to the Committee, and 
the lighting is perfectly arranged. The Master, Mr. Stewart, has 
arranged the casts with much taste, and at the same time in such a 
manner as to make them accessible to the students for the purposes of 
study. 

The specimens of French manufacture, the property of the Council, 
are now exhibiting in the School, having been forwarded from Notting- 
ham in time for the public opening, when a numerous assemblage of 
the principal inhabitants of Norwich were present. Sir John Boileau, 
Bart., Chairman of the Committee, addressed the meeting, and the 
thanks of v the Committee and meeting were specially voted to the 
Council. 

When I was in Norwich, forty pupils had already entered, but I 
regretted to observe, as we too frequently have occasion to remark, that 
few individuals immediately connected with the staple manufactures of 
the place had joined the School. I met one decorator who stated that 
he meant to make it a condition with the friends of every apprentice 
that he should attend the School. I saw one or two of the leading 
manufacturers and found them also disposed to send draughtsmen from 
their manufactories, although as yet they do not seem clearly to appre- 
hend what are the advantages which must result from an extended 
knowledge of art on the part of their designers, whom they would 
rather send to cull from the beautiful books in the School, ideas for 
patterns, avoiding all those studies which are in the first place necessary. 

I made arrangements with the Committee to make the books as open 
to all as possible, adopting rules, however, which should secure a more 
profitable study of their contents. 

I may observe that, there need be no apprehension that these short- 
sighted views of the manufacturers will not give way to experience of 
our Schools. The exhibition of the French niamifactures has been of 
the greatest service in opening their eyes to the importance oi really 
studying art. At Nottingham this exhibition was visited by 1753 
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people, a great majority of whom were the poorest inhabitants of the 
place ; notwithstanding the questionable appearance of some of the 
visitors, not an article was touched or received any injury, although of 
necessity entirely exposed upon the tables, and there were abundant 
opportunities of abstracting objects. 

The exhibition of these articles has produced a marked effect m 
Nottingham, and this is apparent in our School : previously to the ex- 
hibition of these articles the majority of the students were mere boys, 
since the exhibition the principal designers in Nottingham have joined 
the School, not with a mere view to drawing patterns at once, but with 
a determination of beginning a course of study in drawing. 

I have much pleasure in laying before the Council this evidence in 
favour of the usefulness of the purchase of the small collection of spe- 
cimens of French manufacture. The effects of the exhibition, in most of 
the towns, has been favorable according to the reports of the Masters. 

I have to report with regret that Mr. Stewart, Master at Norwich, 
is seriously indisposed. Having previously consulted the Correspond- 
ence Committee, I have despatched Mr. Denby, Exhibitioner, to take 
charge of the School until Mr. Stewart returns. 

It would be advantageous if there could be an understanding that in 
similar emergencies the Director should be at liberty to send aid at 
once, without waiting for any Meeting of the Council, as it is very 
desirable indeed to avoid shutting up the Schools in such cases. 

I beg again to dwell upon a subject of the greatest importance ; 1 
mean the provision of colored examples, not only for the Head School, 
but for all the Schools. I have reflected much upon the means ot 
securing this absolutely necessary supply, as necessary as that of casts 
and other models for drawing, without which we cannot conduct with 
sufficient effect our advanced classes, and without which we can convey 
by no means whatever just ideas of the coloring adopted m the 
ornamental art of the best times. The drawings or paintings must be 
pure in taste, and of sufficient size to form appropriate examples tor 



the student. , 

Our fine collection of casts, and increasing library, lurmsh tne 
students with examples of the best forms of ornament in every style, but 
our collection of colored decorations and ornaments is only com- 
menced, whilst most of the Provincial Schools are almost wholly un- 
provided, except with colored prints. . , , 

Mr. Gruner has contributed to our collection a series of adnuramt 
colored examples, and I am anxious to take this opportunity ° 
dwelling for a moment upon his aid and services in regard to m 
matter. Permitted by the Council to expend £ 100 in Italy, he lias » 
that sum provided such a number of admirable examples, both cas s a 
colored ornaments, that it is difficult to conceive how he c0 
have accumulated so many for that sum; and I feel certain 
may state that by no one employed by the Council has the money P 
vided for any purpose been more faithfully or so effectual y 
economically expended. Mr. Gruner is enabled to employ, at ? ' 

cheap rate, artists in every town in Italy, where specimens ot o 
mental art abound ; and I believe it to be in the power of the toi 
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by continuing these judicious purchases, to accumulate in this School 
a perfectly unrivalled collection of specimens of ornament, of use not 
only to our pupils but to the community at large. 

It is, however, necessary that these specimens should be made avail- 
able elsewhere, and it has occurred to me to submit the following plan 
of effecting this object; namely, that a small allowance be made 
to the Masters of the Schools, to copy examples to be lent to them from 
this School for that purpose. Whilst the Schools might thus be fur- 
nished at a very ecconomical rate, the Masters would themselves be led 
to useful study and practice, and would become better ornamentists 
than they now are. 

I now turn to another highly important subject ; namely, the intro- 
duction to the Council of candidates for vacant Masterships. 

There is no part of my official duties which I contemplate with more 
serious anxiety than this. The success of our Schools, as places of 
instruction, depends upon the ability of our Masters, and the preserv- 
ation of that peace, which is so essential to their welfare : the due 
observance of the conditions of their appointments, the honorable dis- 
charge of the serious and important duties confided to them, depends 
upon the honor and integrity of those who may be appointed. Con- 
stituted as the Schools now are, no ordinary amount of talent will 
suffice to conduct them with success ; and as two Masters at the most are 
appointed to the most important, an acquaintance with a variety of 
branches of art is requisite, which is hardly possible to find ; whilst from 
the larger numbers filling the principal Schools, it must be evident that 
the two Masters must have no little energy and activity to give lessons 
daily to the numerous claimants upon their attention. 

The Schools of Manchester, Birmingham, and Glasgow have, in 
reality, outgrown the system which provides only two Masters, and their 
future efficiency must depend upon the means adopted to meet the 
emergency. 

In submitting candidates to the notice of the Council, 4 1 is my duty 
to state that there is still a probationer in the Head School, namely, 
Mr. Murdoch. I must take this opportunity of expressing, in warm 
terms, my approbation of his ability as a young artist and as a teacher ; 
also, of his good temper, excellent disposition, and general worth. But 
I think that his youth precludes me from submitting his name as a 
candidate for such important Schools as those of Manchester and 
Birmingham. 

For Manchester, I recommend to your notice, Mr. Johnston, an 
artist, first mentioned to me last year by Lord Colbome. He has been 
in Italy, Germany, and France, and was a pupil of M. Ingres, the cele- 
brated historical painter. In Italy he made numerous studies from the 
old masters, which ensure on his part no mean knowledge of art. 
His health of late has prevented him from painting any important work, 
so that I am only enabled to exhibit a picture painted by him some 
years ago in Rome. I have seen various sketches of ornament, which 
prove, in a satisfactory manner, that he has paid attention to that branch. 
I submit a testimonial to his powers as a decorative artist, from the 
Boyal Commission, mid another received from the highest quarter, 
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the result of commands given to him to prepare several designs 
for a member of the Royal Family. I have been informed that 
Mr. Johnston is energetic and of irreproachable habits, and I 
am enabled to state that he is most respectably connected, and 
entitled to consideration as a gentleman. My information is mainly 
derived from a source in which I have confidence ; and I submit 
various testimonials to Mr. Johnston’s ability and respectability. 

For Birmingham, I recommend Mr. Clarke. He has just obtained 
from the Royal Academy the silver medal for painting, and the silver 
medal for drawing from the life. I submit his painting and his draw- 
ing ; also a variety of engravings which prove Iris attention to archi- 
tectural drawing and ornament : he has been frequently employed as a 
designer for manufactures, and lias a practical knowledge of more than 
one branch of design. I Believe Mr. Clarke to be a person of the 
utmost respectability ; he is married and has a family ; anti as far as 
I can judge, from wliat I have seen, heard, and observed, I can recom- 
mend him to the favorable consideration of the Council. 

For Coventry, I recommend to the notice of the Council Mr. Gifford, 
who entered the Royal Academy as a student of architecture, and 
obtained the gold medal for designs, which he now submits to the in- 
spection of the Council : he has since turned his attention to painting, 
and exhibits a copy from the Village Festival, by the late Sir David 
Wilkie : he has studied the drawing of the figure ; and I have much 
pleasure in recommending a gentleman in whom we find a knowledge 
of architectural drawing, combined with power in the drawing of the 
figure and skill in painting. 

The School at Glasgow is about to re-open. I regret to inform the 
Council that the new building is about to be taken down, being pro- 
nounced insecure. I am not yet informed of particulars. 

The period of the Director’s annual visit to the Schools is now 
arrived, and many circumstances seem to render this yearly visit oi 
more tlian usual importance. Several new Masters have to be intro- 
duced to the performance of their duties ; and a strong wish is expressed 
by the Committees of Manchester and Birmingham that I should 
accompany them and assist them in commencing these duties. 

In other places the presence of the Director is also required, but 1 
perceive that it will be impossible to undertake all this importan 
business in one journey to the Schools. It will rather be necessar) to 
go when the Masters go, and to remain with them for some days in 
each School till they are fairly established in the performance of their 
duties, and understand them. 

I recommend for purchase 

One Copy of the Decorations in the Garden Pavilion £ <*• 

at Buckingham Palace • 5 J 

One Copy, Histoire de l’Art par les Monuments, by 

Agincourt X 

Ouc Copy, Edifices de Rome Modcrne 4 *- 



(Signed) 



C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 
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Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spital- 
fields, during the Month of January 1846 : — 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 




fieWs. 




Male. 








Mor. 


Ev. 


Fkm. 




Total Number of Sturlents on the Books, that is, thel 


75 


141 


60 


231 


Number entered during the Month .*...} 


Morning School: — 










Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 


65 


9 # 


52 


10 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


34 




28 


8 


Average Daily Morning Attendance during the Month 


52 


• • 


44 


9 


Evening School: — 










LargestNumber who have attended on any oneEvening 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 


•• 


112 

82 


• • 
• • 


178 

120 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 
Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 


• i 


102 


* * 


164 


Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament. 
Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing • . 


58 


69 


• • 


151 


Class 4. Shading from the Flat 


5 


34 




69 


Class 3. Shading from Casts 


1 


2 


t . 


18 


Class 2. Elementary Coloring .*•••• 


9 


12 


• • 


19 


Class 1. Practice of Ornamental Design • . • • 


1 


. , 


• • 


6 


Architecture . • . 


1 


13 




• • 


Perspective 




11 


•• 


• • 


Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 










Ornamental Design . 










Class 3. Elementary . • . 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of] 


58 


30 






2 


7 






Drapery j 










Class 1. Painting in Chiar'-oscuro from the Round • 


•• 


•• 


•• 


•• 


Classes for Modelling. 










Class 2. Elementary 




11 


. • 


.. 


Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and] 


Q 






3 


Original Designs .J 


O 


i" 


1 ” 





The foregoing Report was generally approved, and the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed upon matters contained therein : — 

1 . That Mr. Henry Johnston be appointed to the office of Prin- 
cipal Master of the Manchester School of Design, on the same 
terms enjoined in the case of Mr. Wallis, subject to the following 
condition : 

That Mr. Johnston be requested to execute two Academical 
drawings, and submit them to the Vice-Chairman Mr. Hamilton, 
Sir Richard Westmacott, Mr. Richmond, and the Director ; 
and if such drawings be satisfactory to such Committee, the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Joluiston to be at once announced to him. 
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2. That Mr. Thomas Clarke be appointed to the office of Prin- 
cipal Master of the Birmingham School, on the same terms enjoined 
in the case of Mr. Heaviside. 

3. That Mr. Edward Gifford be appointed to the office of Master 
of Coventry School, at a salary of £150 per annum. 

4. That the following form of letter be addressed to the Masters 
now appoimted, and to those who in future may be appointed. 

Government School of Design , Somerset House , 
g IRj February 19 th, 1846. 

I am directed by the Council of the Government School of 
Design to inform you that the Council has appointed you to the situa- 
tion of Head Master of the School of Design, at , at a salary of 

£150 per annum, payable quarterly, and commencing from the time 
of your entering upon the duties of the office, in the performance of 
which the Council will expect you to devote six hours each day as 
may be apportioned by the local Committee (Saturdays and Sun- 
days excepted) to giving instructions in the different branches of 
Ornamental Drawing, Painting, and Modelling. The Director ol 
the Government Schools of Design, acting under the authority of 
the Council, will communicate to you for your guidance, the course, 
method, and subjects of instruction as they are prescribed by the 
Council ; and in the execution of the duties of your office of Master, 
a general superintendence will be exercised by the local Committee 
of Management, to whom you will report on the conduct of the 
students and on the details of the business and discipline of the 
School. One or more Assistant-Masters will be placed in the School 
to co-operate with you, and they will be considered subject to your 
superintendence. You will be required to prepare and sign two 
copies of a Monthly Report of Attendance, &c., in the printed form, 
to be laid before your Committee, in order that one may be for- 
warded by the Secretary of the Committee to the Council at Somer- 
set House. You will also be required to lay before your Committee 
every three months, the best specimens of drawings, paintings, or 
models executed by the pupils in the School during the preceding 
quarter, marking upon each specimen the name, and age of the pupil, 
his period of study, and present or proposed occupation ; and in 
order that these specimens may be transmitted to the Council at 
Somerset House, for their inspection, you will be careful to have 
them ready in time to be submitted to the Council on the first 
Tuesday of the months of January, April, February, and October. 

Should the discontinuance of your engagement be desired, either 
by the Council or by yourself, three months* notice of that intention 
is to be given by either party, as the case may be. Your written 
agreement to these terms is required in reply to this communication. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. 11. D. 
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5. That Mr. Louis Grutier be commissioned to supply tracings, 
and colored drawings of ornament from Italy, to the amount of 
£ 100 . 

6. That £20 be granted severally to the Schools at Manchester, 
Birmingham, and Glasgow ; and £10 to each of the other Branch 
Schools, to be paid to the respective Masters for making copies of 
colored drawings for their pupils, from examples to be furnished 
from the Head School. The drawings to be valued by the Director. 

*]. That £4 be appropriated quarterly for prizes in the Spital- 
fields School, out of the annual grant to that School. 

8. That the Director’s proposition, that he should accompany the 
newly appointed Masters to their several Schools, for the purpose of 
assisting them in the commencement of their duties, be approved. 

9. That the Director be allowed, in case of any emergency, and 
with the consent of the Chairman, or one of the Vice-Chairmen, to 
proceed at once to any one or more of the Schools, without waiting 
for the previous special sanction of the Council : and that whenever 
this shall have taken place, he do report the same, and the grounds 
of his visit, at the next Meeting of the Council. 

10. That the books of plates recommended by the Director be 
purchased. 

Mr. Pellatt gave notice, that at the next Meeting of the Council, 
he should move — 

That it is desirable that at least three candidates for the situa- 
tion of Master in the Head School, or in the Provincial Schools, 
be presented to the Council for choice ; and tliat it be specially con- 
sidered by the Council whether it be not desirable in future to ad- 
vertise vacant situations of Master or Assistant-Master. 

Adjourned. 



Read and Confirmed , March 3rd , 1846. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 



( Confirmed Minutes .) 



(Confidential.— No. 23.) 
1845 46 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , March. 3rd , 1846. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

The Lord Colborne, Chairman ; 

Blore, Edward, Esq. F.R.S. 

Cockerell, Charles Robert, Esq., R.A. 

Etty, William, Esq., R.A. 

Gardiner, James Robert, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Milnes, Richard Monckton, Esq., M.P. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

'^Potnter, Ambrose, Esq., (as Inspector of Provincial 
Schools.) 

Wyse, TnoMAs, Esq., M.P. 

I. — The Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 
on the 3rd of February, were read and confirmed. 

II. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Correspondence 
Committee, on the 24th of February, were read and confirmed. 
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Tuesday , February 24 th, 1846. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Three o’clock. 
present : — 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 
Westmacott, Sir Richard, R.A. 

In the absence of the Director, (visiting the Provincial Schools,) 
his correspondence since the last Meeting of the Committee, on the 
26th of January, was brought forward by the Chairman, and various 
letters which had been received and sent were read. 

The following were referred to the Council to be read : — 

From Mr. Cington, Manchester, sending a series of French plates 
of ornament for approval. 

From Mr. Scott, Newcastle, on the subject of classification of 
the pupils. 

From Messrs. Dodwell and Atkinson, York, on a class for 
Amateurs. 

Mr. Deverell reported the correspondence in the Secretary’s office 
during the past month, the greater portion of the letters being on 
matters of finance and official routine. 

The following were referred to the Council to be read : — 

From the Greenwich Society for the Diffusion of Useful Know- 
ledge, applying for assistance. 

From the Sheffield School, three letters, on the affairs of that 
School. 

From the Birmingham School— Rev. P. Lee, expressing thanks 
for an additional grant of £100. 

From the Norwich School — Mr. Barwell on forming a Female 
Class. 

From Mr. Gifford, accepting the office of Master of Coventry 
School. 

The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools for January 
were examined. The following is an abstract of their contents. 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of February 1846 
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Adjourned 
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1 1 1.— Six copies of each number of the Drawing Book were 
ordered to be sent to the Greenwich Society tor the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge. 

The following letter and memorial from the Provost of 
Paisley were read; and the Director was requested to commuai-, 
cate with the Paisley Provisional Committee, as to arrangements 
respecting rooms, & c., with a view to the further consideration of 
the subject at the next Meeting of the Council. 



Sir, 



Paisley , February 28th, 1846. 



Referring to my conversation with you a few days ago, as to 
the proposed School of Design for Paisley, I beg now to inform you, 
that since my arrival here I have convened a meeting of the principal 
manufacturers and others interested in such an Institution, at which 
Meeting a Provisional Committee was appointed and the necessary 
steps taken to raise subscriptions ; and I have no doubt whatever that 
their efforts will be successful. 

I have much pleasure in enclosing a memorial from the Provisional 
Committee to the Council at Somerset House, and I shall feel obliged 
by your attention in presenting it to the Council at their first Meeting. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours most respectfully, 

DAVID MURRAY, 



fV. R, Deverell , Esq., Somerset House • 



Provost of Paisley, 



To the President and Council of the Government School of Design , 
at Somerset House. 

The Memorial of the Provisional Committee of a proposed 
Branch School of Design, at Paisley. 

Humbly she wet h — 

That your Memorialists have viewed with much satisfaction, the 
establishment of Schools of Design in various manufacturing towns of 
the country, and are deeply sensible of the importance and beneficial 
results which may be expected to accrue to the manufacturers of 
Paisley from such an Institution. That the said town contains a 
population of sixty thousand, chiefly employed in the manufacture of 
shawls, muslins, and other fancy figured fabrics, machine making, iron 
founding, &c., in all of which the art of design is of the utmost im- 
portance. The manufacturers, in addition to the population of the 
town, employ a great number of artisans in various towns and villages 
in Scotland. In proof of this, about two hundred pattern drawers and 
designers are employed in the town. 

That it appears to your Memorialists that Paisley is peculiarly 
adapted for the establishment of a Branch School of Design, from its 
being the centre and seat of a large manufacturing. trade, wholly of a 

z 
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fancy description — to the success of which the art of ornamental 
design is so essential ; and that such an Institution is calculated, more 
than in any town in the kingdom, to benefit the industrious classes, and 
to improve the staple manufactures of the country. 

That at a numerous Meeting of those interested in this matter, your 
Memorialists have been appointed a Provisional C ommittee, and have 
the utmost assurance that the necessary amount of subscriptions will 
be forthwith collected, and that nothing further is required but the 
sanction and assistance of the Government Institution, in providing a 
Master or Masters and furnishing the usual pecuniary grants, and 
supply of models, works of art, and other requisites. 

Your Memorialists therefore respectfully request that this applica- 
tion may be taken into your favorable consideration. 

Signed in the name and behalf of the Provisional Committee, and by 
their authority, this 28th day of February, 1846. 

DAVID MURRAY, 

President of the Committee and Provost of Paisley. 

The following letters were read : — 

From the Nottingham Committee, reporting the successful pro- 
gress of their School. 

From the Manchester Committee, sending a resolution of thanks 
to the Council for the aid afforded to their School. 

From Mr. Johnston, expressing his acceptance of the office 
of Master of the Manchester School, and his agreement to the terms 
enjoined. 

From Mr. Clarke, a similar communication with respect to Bir- 
mingham School. 

V. — Mr. Pellatt, pursuant to notice, moved — 

That it is desirable that at least three candidates for the situation 
of Master in the Head School, or in the Provincial Schools, be 
presented to the Council for choice ; and that it be epecially con- 
sidered by the Council whether it be not desirable in future to 
advertise vacant situations of Master or Assistant-Master. 

The subject was considered; and Mr. Pellatt withdrew his 
motion, with the understanding that the Director would bring 
before the Council at their next Meeting some suggestions on 
this subject. 

VI. — The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance 
Committee were read and confirmed, and the payments therein 
recommended were ordered to be made accordingly. 
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Tuesday, March 3rd, 1846. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

PRESENT : 

Colborne, The Right lion. Lord. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq. 

The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 

Salaries : — £ d 

Mr. Wilson, for February 33 6 8 

— Le Jeune, ditto 14 11 8 

— DevereJJ ditto ! 20 16 8 

— lownsend, ditto 16 13 4 

— Horsley. ditto 12 10 0 

— Stevens, ditto 12 10 0 

— Richardson, ditto * 868 

— Murdoch, from January * 13 1*> 6 

C. W. Deverell, for February 2 18 

Mrs. M‘Ian, ditto 16 13 4 

Miss Waterhouse, Four Weeks, to February 26th . 4 4 0 

Mr. Walsh, Spital fields, for February 8 6 8 

— John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto 5 0 0 

— Comyns, Four Weeks, to March 2nd .... 400 

British Museum, for Casts 28130 

Gas Company, Supply for January 10 13 9 

Ditto, for February 1106 

Messrs. Clowes and Sons, for Printing 22 14 6 

Mr. Broad, for Oil, Candles, &c 4 19 1 

— Moren, for Glazing Frames 3 3 6 

— Hensman, for Coals 590 

— Dickson, for Flowers for Painting 4 4 0 

— Knight, for Books 0180 

— Willis, ditto i . l 14 0 

— Francis, for Athenaeum Journal ...... 0 17 4 

— Weale, for Architectural Papers 12 0 

— Wilson’s Expenses to Provisional Schools . . . 10 4 0 

il/ Gruner, for Drawings, &c., from Italy . . . 100 0 0 

jfl — Stibbs, for Books 10 11 6 

'[ 1 — Le Noir, for ditto 18 10 0 

— Roberson, for Drawing Materials 18 0 

— Nottingham School, for Furniture and Fittings . 19 5 2 

Usual Advance for Wages and Petty Cash . . . . 25 0 0 

The following Statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments were 
verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers, and were 
found to be correct : — 

z 2 
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March 3rd, 1846. 


1. On Account 
of Schools at 
Somerset House 
and Spitalfields. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Grant 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


TOTAL. 


Balance in the Bank on 
February 3rd 
Dr. 

To Fees received for 
February : — 

Male School — 

Morning £15 2 0 

Kvening 13 6 0 


£ s. d. 
123 6 9 


£ 8 . d. 

2,214 3 4 


£ 8. d. 

1,688 10 6 


£ s. d. 

4,026 0 7 


Female School 6 0 0 


34 8 0 


.. 


• • 


34 8 0 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a/c Fund No. 1 
On a/c ditto No. 2 
On a/c ditto No. 3 


157 14 9 
210 3 5 


2,214 3 4 
40610 7 


1,688 10 6 

:: 1 
444 2 Oj 


4.060 8 7 

1.061 2 0 


Balance in the Bank) 
this day, March 3rd) 


— £52 8 8 


1,807 6 9 


1,244 8 6 


2,999 6 7 



(Examined) W. R. HAMILTON. 



VII. — The Monthly Report of the Director, for February, was 
read as follows, with his Reports upon the Schools at Coventry, 
Sheffield, and Newcastle, which he had recently visited. 

I have a very brief Report to offer with reference to the Head School. 
The conduct of the pupils is satisfactory, and so is their progress; but 
to enable the Council better to judge of this, I propose to cause the 
pupils to leave their works every month for inspection. 

This appears to me to be desirable also in a point of view of much 
importance : it will enable the Council to form its own opinion of the 
mode of teaching pursued by the different Masters. 

Mr. Gruner has supplied the first instalment of colored examples, 
from Italy, and more will be delivered in a few days. 

I think that it would be very desirable to transmit a portion o 
these examples to Manchester with the new Master, to remain there toi 

a short time. ..... _ 

I have received from Mr. Silas Rice, one of our former Exhibitioner^ 
several specimens of his tempera paintings of plants: these we have long 
wanted as copies for the pupils ; and it would be a very great advantag 
not only to this, but also to other Schools, to purchase them. JHr. 
Rice asks the moderate sum of £10 for the whole of them. 

Coventry . 

As the expiration of the grants to the Schools of Design in Coven r) , 
Sheffield, and Newcastle approaches, the Council has been pleased 
direct a letter to each of the Committees upon the subject of the s 
and prospects of these Schools, and a correspondence was tor a 
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carried on with the respective Secretaries ; this, however, seemed little 
likely to obtain the objects held in view by the Council ; and as a per 
sonal conference with the Committees promised to lead to more decisive 
results. I wrote to the Committees proposing an interview with each, 
and proceeded in the first place to Newcastle. I carried with me a 
note containing, in brief and plain terms, the views which I believe to 
be those entertained by the Council, to serve as a guide in the inter- 
views and I have now to lay before the Council the result of my 
enquiries and interviews with the Committees, Masters, authorities, 
manufacturers, and designers, whom in my very brief stay in each 
town I had an opportunity of seeing. 

Newcastle. 

Before reporting my interview with the Committee at Newcastle, I 
beg to offer a few remarks upon the manufactures of the town and 
neighbourhood, and upon the history of our School there. There are 
no ornamental manufacturers in Newcastle. The town exports earthen- 
ware of the most ordinary and plain descriptions, chiefly to the north 
of Europe ; glass is made, but not yet in any ornamental form. In 
the iron foundries the castings are of the most unornamental descrip- 
tion, and on an immense scale, chiefly for machinery. Gas fittings, it 
is true, are made of an ornamental character ; but the designs are pro- 
cured from Sheffield, as are those for fenders and stoves, which are also 
cast. There are other manufactures which I need not mention, as 
design is still less required in carrying them on. There are glass 
painters, carvers, silversmiths, and engravers in Newcastle, to whom 
the School is believed to be of service ; but these branches, pursued by 
a few individuals, cannot be spoken of as great manufacturing interests, 
nor is the capital invested supposed to be of great amount. 

The School was originally established by a Society for the encourage- 
ment of Fine Art, the members consisting of artists and the chief 
inhabitants of the town ; its object was the promotion of fine art and of 
design as applied to manufactures. It is unneccessary to enter upon 
the history of this Institution : it dwindled at last into an indifferent 
School, taught by a young and inexperienced artist. 

I need not detain the Council with any statements as to the grant and 
countenance, which it was pleased to give to this Institution with a 
view to forming a School of Design : the grant was given on the 26tli 
December, 1842, and the Master was appointed on the 19th December 
1843, shortly after I became Director. No one from Somerset House 
accompanied Mr. Scott to assist him in commencing his duties, or to 
afford to the local Committee any special explanation of the objects of 
the Council ; and I venture to observe, that I think it but fair to 
remember these facts in judging of the Committee and Master. 

Mr. Scott found an ill-regulated School, consisting of a small number 
of pupils, and a Committee which appeared to have very imperfect notions 
on the subject of conducting a School of Design on the principles enjoined 
hy the Council. The Committee left everything to Mr. Scott, who, 
unassisted, commenced his arduous task. I have before borne testimony 
to the zeal and prudence with which he conducted himself, and I dwell 
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upon the subject again, as I wish to do justice to the modest merit of 
this worthy artist. Mr. Scott had to introduce our system of teaching 
ornamental drawing in a School, which had been conducted upon the 
principle that the figure only should be taught, and he was under the 
necessity of carrying out the system advocated here, whilst his pupils 
were opposed it ; and he also felt that his Committee would not support 
him (at least such was his own conviction) in any course likely to 
diminish, even for a time, the number of pupils. 

The prudence with which Mr. Scott gradually organised his School, 
and introduced the mode of teaching and branches of instruction which, 
on the part of the Council, I requested him to carry out, is deserving 
of much commendation. 

Having observed that besides his labors as Master the whole duties 
of the Secretary were thrown upon him, the Council authorised me 
to interfere in his behalf, and he was partially relieved from these 
onerous duties. Whilst such were the difficulties of Mr. Scott’s 
position, he was met by another of a still more serious nature. Draw- 
ing for manufacturers being almost unknown in Newcastle, he has not, 
since the School has been established, been joined by one individual 
whose object was design for manufacture ; and the School, with the ex- 
ception of young persons engaged by Mr. Wailes, the glass painter, 
and an engraver, in Newcastle, has been attended by a fluctuating set 
of pupils, whose average attendance has not exceeded six months each 
altogether, and whose parents and employers, so far as I have been able 
to learn, take little interest in their attendance or progress in a practical 
point of view. As Director, I have endeavoured to assist Mr. Scott to 
the best of my ability, and have from time to time communicated with 
him on the subject of instruction ; but I have been aware of, and have 
felt, the difficulties of his position. A result of our correspondence, and 
the means adopted, has latterly been a very great advance on the part 
of the pupih, most creditable to Mr. Scott. 

I have further to state, that he has most intelligently made himself 
acquainted with the manufacturers of Newcastle and neighbouring 
places, lias given himself to studies in art calculated to enable him to 
perform his duties, and has gained the respect of his Committee and 
pupils : all express towards him the kindest feeling of respect. 

The Committee states that it has found it impossible to establish a 
morning class of the description desired by the Council ; and, as has 
been already reported to the Council by the Inspector, a mixed class 
of female pupils has been formed. So far as a portion of these pupils 
are concerned, their attendance in the Newcastle School is quite as 
proper, and may be defended upon the same principles, as the attendance 
of females in the London School ; but such is not the case with all who 
attend. The Committee, however, states that not above eight or ten 
are of the higher classes. 

The Committee is convinced that the School is, generally speaking, 
an useful Institution, and calculated to promote the improvemen o 
taste in Newcastle: they also believe that they may look forward to a 11 
increase in manufactures requiring design, and especially in glass. L y 
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promise, in compliance with the request of the Council, to do all that 
lies in their power to secure a more regular attendance of the pupils, 
and to take every opportunity of impressing upon their relatives, em- 
ployers, and all interested in their welfare, the necessity of watching 
their attendance. 

They will endeavour to increase the amount of subscriptions, but 
they evidently have very little hope of being able to do so. They 
intend, however, to apply to the Corporation for an annual grant, and 
expect to receive a small sum in aid of the funds. The Committee also 
propose, on hearing my suggestion to that effect, to make arrangements 
to establish an Architectural Drawing Class, in immediate connection 
with the School, and for the benefit of its pupils. A class for the 
Drawing of Machinery , &c. is conducted on the premises by Mr. 
Harrison, who is satisfied with a portion of the fees. So far as the 
interests of manufactures in Newcastle are concerned, a class of this 
latter description is in reality that which is wanted ; but this is a subject 
which I presume is not comprehended within the objects of the Council. 

I also urged upon the Committee, in compliance with what I believe 
to be the views of the Council, that they should confine the operations of 
the Government School of Design, whether held in the morning or in the 
evening, to those classes of pupils, whether male or female, for whom it 
was especially established : they are evidently reluctant upon this point. 

They promised also to endeavour to form a male class in the morning, 
although they have little hope of effecting this object. 

I have now endeavoured to lay before the Council a fair statement 
with regard to this School. I must, however, allow that however 
patriotic and however good may be the intentions of the Newcastle 
Committee, the subject is one which they do not fully enter into ; and 
the interest which they take in it is merely on the broad ground of 
general usefulness to the population. The School must fall to the 
ground without Government support ; and there is no prospect whatever 
at present of its being at any time self supporting, unless changes take 
place, of which at present there are no appearances. 

Sheffield . 

From Newcastle I proceeded to Sheffield, where I had an interview 
with several influential members of the Committee. Todojusticetoall 
parties, a brief glance at the history of this School is also neccessary. 
After its formation a period of several months elapsed before it was put 
into operation, and during that time the young man who had been sent 
down, was totally unemployed, which led to results already known to 
the Council. I am induced to mention these delays, because in estimat- 
ing the alleged apathy of some of these Committees, it appears to me 
that the check given to their zeal at the commencement of their duties 
should not be forgotten. 

W hen I visited the Sheffield School two years ago, upon my report 
the Master was removed for misconduct, and Mr. Spratt who had filled 
a situation in Somerset House, was despatched ad interim to Sheffield. 
On the 20th of June, 1844, the Committee addressed a letter to the 
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Council, expressing their belief that it was desirable to confirm Mr. 
Spratt in the appointment, and he was accordingly confirmed by the 
Council. 

I need not dwell upon the subsequent history of this School. It is 
with deep regret and concern that I have to state that for some time 
past there has been considerable irregularity on the part of the Master 
in the discharge of his duties, and that the School has been conducted 
by an elder student, a clever and deserving young man, son of one of 
the principal designers in Sheffield, and brother of another. 

Any complaint which may have been made of the productions of the 
Sheffield School is thus accounted for. Whilst it is clearly my duty to 
report these facts, I have to state that the Committee were about to 
make application for Mr. ’& removal. 

Notwithstanding this adverse state of affairs, I believe that no where 
has a School been more valued by the class of pupils for whom it lias 
been intended. Numbers have entered : some have been driven away by 
the inattention of the Master, but many have persevered under every 
disadvantage ; and that direct advantages have been the result, I was 
assured on excellent authority. I found in one manufactory a student 
employed whose wages had been increased from 30s. to 40$., solely by 
reason of the advancement which he had made in drawing and modelling 
in our School. His proficiency could not be much vaunted certainly, 
but it was enough to secure him this advance. In another manufactory 
I found six pupils, stated to be the best workmen in the place, from 
their knowledge of drawing, however imperfect that might really be, 
acquired in our School under every disadvantage. I was shown a head 
chased by a workman, pronounced to be equal in workmanship to the 
best that Sheffield could produce ; and the workman had acquired that 
knowledge of drawing, essential to the attainment of his skill, in the 
Government School of Design. 

Wherever I went I heard but one opinion of the importance of the 
School, and of its anticipated usefulness to the trade of Sheffield, if 
properly conducted. The working classes there are described as being 
unusually intelligent and desirous of improvement, but the manufac- 
turers are slow in their appreciation of the advantages of such an Insti- 
tution. It is said that nothing of the kind is taken up with ardour in the 
town ; but although such may be the case, the Committee speak with 
confidence of eventual success, even with the manufacturers themselves, 
who certainly ought to be the most ardent supporters of the Institution ; 
and it cannot be doubted that many are so. I may here mention that 
one manufacturer refused to subscribe on the ground that the School 
would secure to others that of which he could command a monopoly- 

design. . 

It must be obvious to the Council that to anticipate equal or 
nearly equal results from the operations of our Schools in different 
towns, whatever may be the nature of the manufacturers, must lead to 
error. No artist who is at all acquainted with the subject of design as 
applied to manufactures, can doubt for a moment that a severer course 
of study is required to form a designer for metals, than a designer oi 
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textile or printed fabrics. There cannot be a doubt that in designing 
for textile or printed goods, sufficient proficiency may in a Com- 
paratively short space of time be acquired by the young man of ability 
to whom nature lias given the necessary qualifications, namely, a good 
eye for form and for color ; and whilst he must acquire in the manu- 
factory a competent acquaintance with the processes by which his design 
must be translated, the translation is ‘different from that which takes 
place in working out a design in metal. Designers of this last class 
are frequently called upon to exhibit all the resources of art in a high 
degree ; and in the working of metals we have seen, and now see, the em- 
ployment of artists of the highest ability ; but we cannot make the 
same statement with regard to woven fabrics, except perhaps in the case 
of those adjuncts to regal or ecclesiastical pomp, the Arazzi of the 
middle ages, or the Gobelin tapestries of our own day, — articles beside 
the present question altogether. 

We are bound to consider these facts in estimating the proceedings 
and results of our Schools, so far merely as their effects upon the 
manufactures of the place are exhibited. " In Birmingham and Shef- 
field, we shall always have a large body of students, who can exhibit 
no showy results, no pretty patterns to gratify visitors : they learn 
to draw in our Schools, and remain buried in workshops, pursuing 
with increased skill their laborious and ingenious arts, which the 
intelligent enquirer alone can appreciate, but in which, although with- 
out display, our Schools must, as certainly as the year revolves, produce 
the most useful results. 

Designers for metal goods are therefore much fewer in number than 
those for other descriptions of manufactures ; and the reasons are 
evident, and need not further be dwelt upon. We shall produce fewer 
of them in our Schools of Sheffield and Birmingham, but this never 
can be an unfavorable argument so far as they are concerned. 

I wish to add a few observations upon the value of design with 
reference to hardware. I shall only allude to the very large salaries 
paid to designers ; another fact will illustrate its commercial value. 

The Bill for the protection of Designs passed in the year 1839 : the 
following list will shew what has been the effect of this Act with 
reference to some articles of metal ; I allude particularly to stoves and 
fenders. 

From the passing of the Bill, September 1839, to September 1840, 
393 patterns were registered. 

This number increased to 818 at or about the same season in 1841 ; 

To 139G in 1842 ; 

To 9835 by September 11th, 1843 ; 

To 21,953 by September 30th, 1845 ; and 

To 33,188 by January 22nd, 1846. 

That is, a sum of £99,564 has been paid to Government since the 
passing of this Bill in 1839, on the above-mentioned class of goods only. 

On other articles, ribbons for instance, where fashions are of short 
luration, hardly any registrations have been made. 
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The above statements appear to me to exhibit in a clear light the 
importance not only of maintaining a School in Sheffield, but of making 
every effort to promote its welfare. 

With regard to the Committee, they are deeply impressed with the 
importance of the School ; they are roused and they are determined to 
devote themselves more energetically to its management : they assure 
me that they will do all in their power to promote its welfare, and to 
increase the subscriptions ; and they will assist the new Master by 
every available means. 

With respect to the locality of the School, w hich has been complained 
of, 1 found some difference of opinion, and several good judges told me 
that in many respects the present situation has advantages. 

I called upon the Mayor, and received his assurance that the 
Town Council is most favorably disposed ; and he expressed to 
me his conviction that, in 'the event of new municipal buildings 
being erected, of which there seems to be no doubt, accommodation 
would be expressly provided for the Government School of Design and 
for the formation of a Museum. 

Such are the present state and prospects of our School at Sheffield, 
on which I am bound, in justice, to say, that nothing more is wanted, 
than a good and efficient Master, to make it what it ought to be. 

Coventry . 

This School has also suffered in the estimation of the Council ; 
still I think that, in some respects, it will be found to be worthy of 
further support. Its failure in respect to the proficiency of the pupils 
is not owing to the Committee, nor I think to the want of public spirit 
in the town, for the School has been efficiently supported, — or to the 
want of a desire on the part of the pupils to learn, but to the incapacity 
of the late Master sent thither by the Council. 

My first enquiries on the spot were directed to the objects of the 
Committee in filling the morning classes of the School with boys from 
the Bablake and other schools. The boys who are admitted, to or 
voluntarily frequent, these schools are chiefly of the poorer classes of the 
town ; they receive a plain and useful education, being taught reading, 
w riting, arithmetic, geography ; and in some cases they acquire a know- 
ledge of geometry. I examined their copy books, account books, and 
drawings of maps, and was much pleased with their’general proficiency. 
By the discipline of the schools from which they come, they are 
taught habits of order, and they are finally apprenticed to different 
branches of trade in Coventry. I was informed that they might be 
found in every warehouse in the town ; and their education and good 
habits make them valuable servants, in various capacities, to the manu- 
facturers. Some also become draughtsmen and designers for the staple 
manufactures of the town. Having made proper enquiries, and having 
myself inspected the schools, I have to state that a complete revolution 
has been effected in my mind as to the expediency of admitting these 
boys to our School: instead of blame, I think that the Committee de- 
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serve commendation. They have taken means to afford instruction in 
c rawing and design to persons, who hold out every promise of beimr 
valuable aids to the manufacturer, and are found to be so. The bovs 
are in eveiy respect of the same class of society as many other boys 
lequenting our Schools, (and whose welfare was considered in their 
setablisliment,) with the great additional advantages over many of 
those of a sound and moral education It is generally found impossible 
to lorn morning classes of youths and young men employed in the 
manufactories ; and so complete is my conversion to the views of the 
Committee at Coventry, that I believe it desirable to encourage Com- 
mittees in other towns to act upon the same principle, wherever it is 
possible to do so. 



• ^ or ^bons in Coventry are not at present persons of 

high attainments in art ; and better designers than those employed may 
be formed in a very few years. In one or two cases, natural ability and 
energy of character, have already carried pupils on to an amount of 
skill, which is stated to have placed them nearly on a par with the 
ordinary designers of the place, and will soon enable them to surpass 
them. One of the pupils from the schools above described is 
employed in a manufactory. A Manchester printer, who visited the 
School, judging merely by what he saw going on at the moment, at all 
times a dangerous mode of forming a complete judgment as to the effect 
of any School, stated that no good could be effected by it. He subse- 
quently offered to purchase twelve patterns which he saw in a manufac- 
tory* praising them, and stating, I believe, in a disparaging tone, that the 
School would not produce anything of the kind. These patterns were 
the produce of a youth educated in one of the town schools, and taught 
to draw and paint in the Government School of Design. The printer 
was only allowed to have six of the designs at 15 s. each,— a fair 
price. 



The Coventry manufacturers are said to be now looking to the 
School for designers, the promise and success of this boy, Clack, 
having produced a most favorable effect. With an active and intelli- 
gent Master, with proper teaching, and the necessary countenance and 
aid from Somerset House, I feel convinced that the operations of our 
School in a few years will place the ribbon trade of this country in an 
infinitely more favorable position than it has yet occupied. 

The Committee is convinced of the utility of the School : it is 
fairly appreciated ; and as to the number of pupils, they justly observe, 
that that must depend upon the ability and activity of the Master. 

I he premises in which the School is held are not good, but the Com- 
mittee see little chance of getting better. The town is improving : 
a new street is to be formed ; the river to be greatly improved ; a 
cemetery is in course of formation : these operations exhaust, for the 
present, the means of the town. The Committee agree to remove the 
shop from their premises, and to carry out such improvements as may 
be necessary. Not quite satisfied, however, I visited, accompanied by 
the Secretary, a building to be let in one of the principal streets, which I 
h>imd could be admirably adapted to all the purposes of a School at no 
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great cost : excellent rooms for the elementary drawing classes, and 
separate rooms for the coloring classes, exist, and a capital gallery for 
casts could be formed above. I trust that we shall be able to induce 
the Committee to look forward to the appropriation of these premises, 
though it would be unfair at present to stipulate for this without 
the grant of some further pecuniary aid. Fifty pounds a year in addi- 
tion to this School would place it on an excellent footing. 

I visited a nurseryman, and opened a favorable negotiation for the 
early supply of the School with fkrwers. 

* 

I have thus endeavoured to present to the Council the results of my 
conversations and arrangements with the Committees of these Schools ; 
some points of general consideration I have omitted which have been 
reported upon by my colleague, the Inspector. I feel that we have 
reached a very important era in the history of our Schools. Circum- 
stances render it possible for the Council and for Government to place 
the whole of them on a more efficient footing ; a few hundred pounds 
added to the support afforded to all would enable the Council not only 
to effect this, but in the present state of feeling, whether favorable or 
adverse, would be excellent policy. They never should again be left 
for such long intervals without visits from the Inspector, nor should 
the Masters be left so long without the personal aid and advice of the 
Director. One manufacturer observed to me, “ You complain of us and 
never come near us : if I had a mill in Coventry, and another in Man- 
chester, how would the latter go on if I never w r ent near it ? ” 

I feel convinced that whenever it shall appear, from the Inspector's 
Reports to the Council, that there may be business in the department of 
the Director to settle, a visit of a day, nay of a few hours, will effect 
more good than correspondence by letter. 

I have never left one of these Schools after any of my brief visits 
without a pleasing conviction that good feeling had been promoted, a 
better understanding established, and the interests of the Institution 
advanced. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 
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Attendance in the Schools at Somerset House and Spitalfields, 
during the Month of February 1846. 





Somerset 


Spital- 




House. 


fields. 




Male. 


Fem. 














Mor. 


Ev. 






Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the! 


90 


146 


60 


230 


number entered during the Month ..... j 


Morning School : — 










Largest Number who have attended on any one Day 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 


80 


# # 


52 


11 


58 




28 


8 


Average Daily Attendance during the Month 


68 


.. 


44 


9 


Evening School : — 

Largest Number who have attended in any one Evening 




122 




176 


Smallest Number ditto ditto 


t • 


91 




150 


Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 
Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 


• 1 


94 


' • 


160 


Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 
Class 5 Elementary and Outline Drawing . . • 


70 


74 




150 


Class 4 Shading from the Flat 


7 


30 




49 


Class 3 Shading from Casts 




2 




18 


Class 2 Elementary Coloring ...... 

Class 1 Practice of Ornamental Design .... 


5 


16 




18 

6 


Architecture 


3 


13 






Perspective . • . . ..... 




11 




.. 


Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 










Ornamental Design . 










Class 3 Elementary «... 

Class 2 Drawing from the Round, and Study of 1 


60 


30 


• • 




2 


7 






Drapery f 






• t 


• * j; 


Class 1 Painting in Chiar’-osouro from the Round 








•• 


Classes for Modelling . 










Class 2 Elementary 

Class 1 Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and] 


A 


12 


•• 


•• 


Original Designs ...... .j 











The foregoing Reports of the Director were approved, with 
an expression of the thanks of the Council. 

VIII. — The following Report from the Committee of the 
Sheffield School was read : — 

Report of the Chairman , Officers , and Committee of Management 
of the Sheffield School of Design. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The Committee of the Sheffield School of Design advert, with 
regret, to the matters mentioned in the communication to them, of the 
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15th December, 1845, respecting the continuance of the grant by the 
Council, subject to the acquiescence of Parliament and of the Board 
of Trade ; and also as regards the general view and inference the 
Council have drawn from the last Annual Report, and from official 
correspondence since received in reference to the progress made in the 
School. 

Since the opening of the School in 1843, 200 pupils have received 
valuable instruction ; and it is with great satisfaction that the Committee 
can state, that several of them are now engaged as assistant designers, 
in the town Five of the students attend from the firm of Stuart and 
Smith, Roscoe-place, stove and fender manufacturers, — a firm which 
expends £1500 annually in the production of models for stoves and 
fenders alone. Many of the students have acquired an improved 
taste as to design, and are now receiving higher wages for their inven- 
tion, taste, and skill : as an instance it may be stated that the wages 
of a student have been advanced 10s. per week, and his employers 
attribute the progress he has made solely to his liaving availed himself 
of the use of the School. 

The Committee wish to draw the attention of the Council to a 
statement in their last Annual Report to Parliament, (p. 28,) respect- 
ing the Sheffield School, which states that “It is not to be expected 
by the Committee that any of the students will, for a long time, be 
employed as designers ; the immediate objec of the School being 
rather, it is thought, to impart skill and taste in execution, to those 
already engaged in the metal manufactures as workmen, than to pro- 
duce designers of original works.” As the latter part of this clause 
tends rather to lower the estimation of the advantages resulting from 
the School, the Committee beg to observe, that from the peculiar 
nature of some of the metal manufactures for which Sheffield is noted* 
it is not to be expected that there should be the same number of ori- 
ginal designs or models produced, as in some which constitute the 
staple manufactures of other towns. Those of Manchester, Coventry, 
Birmingham, and the Potteries, where the fictile and textile fabrics 
are manufactured, in articles of this class, the original design is the 
chief expense necessary in the production of them. In some of the 
metal trades, however, the case is widely different ; the expense of 
the design being only a minor consideration compared with the cost 
of cutting dies for the execution of them. The manufacturers do not 
undervalue the benefit and necessity of original designs, but having 
borne the heavy outlay in their dies, they are necessarily desirous to avail 
themselves, as much as practicable, oi the use of them. The various 
portions of a design or model are, for convenience, cut in separate 
dies ; metal parts are then stamped in the dies, and it requires consi- 
derable knowledge in the principles of design, as well as mechanical 
execution, to combine and arrange them, with taste and judgment, 
into forms and for purposes totally opposite to those for which the 
original deigns were intended. It is also frequently necessary to de- 
sign parts to carry out these fresh combinations with harmony, but 
which, taken separately, do not make any display. It follows, there- 
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fore, that every workman thus employed must be acquainted witli tfie 
principles of ornamental art, and may be considered as an original 
designer, his material, however, being metal, instead of the more plastic 
one of wax or clay. In fictile and textile manufactures, designers 
frequently avail themselves of the use of portions of one design for 
others, in different combinations ; how much more, therefore, is it to be 
expected in a material like metal, where great expense has been in- 
curred in the dies, it being frequently necessary in silver plated goods 
(which form one of the principal branches of the Sheffield trade) to 
expend £100 in carrying out a design for which the artist has been 
paid £10, or £15. Moreover, it is most particularly desirable that the 
designs intended to be cut in these expensive dies, and to be used in 
such frequent combinations, should be of the greatest excellence ; and 
it requires a greater amount of skill and knowledge to execute a de- 
sign for this purpose, than another which is intended solely for one 
object. J 

-The financial condition of the School is very satisfactory, the 
Committee having fulfilled their engagements with the Council, as to 
the raising of £150 by subscription, and they have no doubt that the 
necessary annual subscription towards its maintenance, can be kept 
up and guaranteed to a further period, to at least the amount hitherto 
required by the Council. 

The greater part of the students appreciate the advantages which 
the Institution affords, and, as far as the Committee can judge, attend, 
with a bond fide intention of applying their knowledge to manufac- 
turing and other industrial pursuits. 

The Committee refer with confidence to the number of students 
indicated by their Monthly Reports, as evidence that the School is 
making a steady and satisfactory progress, and growing in the 
estimation of the public. 

The draw ings and other works produced, have been pronounced by 
Mr. Wilson as highly creditable ; the attendance is regular, and the 
conduct of the pupils orderly and attentive ; and though no occasion 
has yet presented itself to boast of any instance of remarkable and 
distinguished talent, there can be no doubt of the fact, that many 
youths have acquired, and are now acquiring, skill and taste ; and these 
will be directed precisely to the objects of improvement in the manu- 
facture of Sheffield wares which the Government contemplates. 

The reception given to the application made by your Committee to 
fhe Mayor and Corporation of the town, of which a Report has been 
forwarded to you, has_ greatly strengthened the conviction which your 
Committee have entertained upon other grounds, that the inhabitants 
and manufacturers will appreciate and support the Institution, and 
would regret its discontinuance as a public loss. Whenever public 
buildings are erected for the Corporation, suitable accommodation may 
be expected to be made for a School of Design somewhere in the 
centre of the town. 

The Institution may now be considered as having emerged from its 
infancy : its career has not been brilliant, but it has been useful ; and 
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it is now in such a position as entitles the Committee to expect it will 
give full satisfaction to the Council of Somerset House in its future 
progress. 

The School materially improved on the appointment of the present 
Master ; but the Committee regrets that during some time his manner 
of attending to his duty was less satisfactory. The Committee feels 
it, however, due to Mr. to state, that there is every reason to 

believe this circumstance was attributable to some cause of private 
uneasiness. 

By order of the Committee, 

JOHN YEOMANS, Jun., 

Honorary Secretary. 

To the Chairman and Council of the 
Government School of Design, Somerset House. 

IX. — The consideration'of the question of continuing the grant 
of aid to die Newcastle School, was resumed; and it was resolved, 
that assistance to this School be continued for another year, and 
that a letter be addressed to the Committee, stating that the 
Council will not feel warranted in extending the grants of aid 
beyond that period, unless satisfactory proofs are brought- before 
them, that this School is regularly and fully attended by the classes 
for whose special benefit it was established— namely, those who 
are pursuing, or intend to pursue, iudustrious art, to which orna- 
mental drawing, painting, and design are applicable. 

The Council also resolved to recommend a continuation of the 
annual grants to the Schools at Sheffield and Coventry ; and that 
a communication be made to each Committee of those Schools by 
the Director, expressing the views and requirements of the Coun- 
cil in reference to the statements and explanations made in the 
foregoing Report of the Director. 

X. — The subject of ventilating the large school-room was con- 
sidered, and application was directed to be made to the Office of 
Woods for a Bude light for this purpose. 

XI. It was ordered, that Mr. Poynter be requested to proceed, 

at his convenience, to visit and inspect the Provincial Schools. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed, April 7th, 1846. 

(Signed) COLBORNE, 

Chairman. 



( Confidential . — No. 24.) 
1845-46. 



( Confirmed Minutes.) 



GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

SOMERSET HOUSE. 



Tuesday , April 7 th, 1846. 



The Council met this day at Three o’clock. 

present : — 

In the Chair , 

Richard Monckton Milnes, Esq., M.P. 

Gibson, Thomas Field, Esq. 

Hamilton, William Richard, Esq., F.R.S. 

Hawes, Benjamin, Esq., M.P. 

Pellatt, Apsley, Esq. 

Richmond, George, Esq. 

Wyse, Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

L — A letter from Lord Colborne to Mr. Hamilton was read by 
the Chairman, expressing his Lordship’s regret that, in consequence 
of severe domestic affliction, he should not be able to attend 
the Meetings of the Council during the rest of the present 
session. 

IL — The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, on the 
3rd of March, were confirmed. 
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III. — The following Minutes of the Correspondence Committee 
were read and confirmed. 



Tuesday , March 31^, 1846. 

The Correspondence Committee met this day at Two o’clock : — 
present : — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair. 

Sir Richard Westmacott, R.A. 

Thomas Wyse, Esq., M.P. 

Mr. Deverell reported the correspondence in the Secretary’s office 
since the last meeting of the Committee, on the 24th of February ; and 
the following letters were ordered to be read to the Council : — 

From the Provost of Paisley, respecting the proposed School 
there. 

From Mr. John Townsend, Assistant-Master, Manchester, resign- 
ing his office. 

From Mr. Spratt, Master, Sheffield, resigning his office. 

From Lord Francis Egerton, respecting subscriptions to the Man- 
chester School. 

Mr. Deverell reported that he had prepared and sent to the Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Woods the usual Annual Report on the 
state and progress of the School ; the same having been previously 
read and approved by the Chairman of the present Meeting. 

The Director reported his correspondence during the past month. 

The following letters were ordered to be read to the Council : — 
From the Paisley Provisional Committee, respecting the proposed 
School in that town. 

From the Birmingham Committee, respecting a third Master. 
From the Glasgow Committee, respecting an additional Master. 
From Mr. Gruner, respecting examples from Italy. 

The Monthly Reports from the Provincial Schools for March, were 
examined. The following is an abstract of their contents 



Attendance of the Students in the Provincial Schools of Design, for the Month of March 1846. 
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The letters referred in the foregoing Minutes to the Council 
were read ; also letters from Mr. Hey wood, of Manchester, and 
Mr. Baines, of Leeds. The following resolutions were passed 
thereon. 

1. That it is expedient to form a Branch School of Design in 
Paisley, and that it be accordingly recommended to the Board 
of Trade to sanction an annual grant of £250 for this purpose, and 
a grant of £500 for outfit. 

2. That it be also recommended to the Board of Trade to sanction 
an increase of £100 per annum to the present annual aid to the 
Manchester School ; and a similar increase of £100 to the amount 
of annual aid to the Glasgow School. 

3. That the resignations of their offices, tendered by Mr. Spratt 
and Mr. John Townsend, respectively, be accepted. 

4. That Mr. Wyse, M.P., be requested to communicate with Mr. 
Baines, of Leeds, on the favorable disposition of the Council to aid 
in the formation of a Drawing Class, or School of Design, in Leeds. 

IV. — The question of providing a third Master in the Birming- 
ham School was considered, and deferred. 

V. — The appointment of a new Master to the Sheffield School 
was deferred. 

VI. — It was resolved that Mr. Silas Rice be appointed to the 
office of Assistant-Master in the Manchester School, on the same 
terms heretofore enjoined, at £100 per annum from the Council. 

VII. — It was resolved that, in future, information respecting 
vacancies which may occur in the Masterships, be communicated 
to some of the Societies connected with Art, in order that public 
announcement of these vacancies may procure a greater choice of 
candidates. 

VIII. — It was resolved that Mr. Pellatt and Mr. Wilson be 
deputed to visit the Staffordshire Potteries, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the views and wishes of the manufacturers of that 
district, as to forming a School of Design there. 

IX. — On the motion of Mr. Gibson, the sum of £*20 of the 
annual grant to the Spitalfields School, was ordered to be appro- 
priated to the purchase of books for the Lending Library of that 
School. 

X. — A painting, representing Alexander and Roxana, was 
ordered to be purchased of Mr. Gruner for £26. 
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XI.— The following Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Com- 
mittee were read and confirmed, and the payments therein recom- 
mended were ordered to be made accordingly. 



Tuesday , April 2nd, 1846. 

The Finance Committee met this day at Two o’clock. 

“j ' 

present: — 

William Richard Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S. 
TnoMAs Field Gibson, Esq. 

Richard Monckton Milnes, Esq., M.P. 



The following Accounts and Charges were examined, and approved, 
and it was resolved that they be recommended to the Council for 
payment. 



Salaries : — £ 

Mr. Wilson, for March 33 6 8 

— Le Jeune ditto * * 14 11 8 

— Deverell, ditto 20 16 8 

— Townsend, ditto 16 13 4 

— Horsley, ditto 12 10 0 

— Stevens, ditto 12 10 0 

— Richardson, ditto 868 

— Murdoch, ditto 15 11 0 

C. W. Deverell, ditto 2 18 

Mrs. MTan, ditto . ... 16 13 4 

Miss Waterhouse, Five Weeks, to April 2 nd ... 550 

Mr. Walsh, Spitalfields, for March 8 6 8 

— John Brown, Spitalfields, ditto 5 0 0 

— Comyns, Four Weeks, to March 30th ... 400 

— Denby, Exhibition, One Quarter, to March 25th 7 10 0 

Ditto, for Expenses and Teaching at Norwich . 17 0 0 

Usual Advance for Wages and Petty Cash . . . 25 0 0 

Balance of Annual Grant to Coventry School . . 35 17 2 y* 

Mr. Wilson’s Travelling Expenses to Birmingham . 3 12 0 

Gas Company, for Supply for March 16 14 6 

Messrs. Holland and Co., for Fittings in the School . 26 19 11 

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, One Quarter, to 

December 31st 6 17 10 

Mr. Roberson, for Drawing Materials and Frames . . 12 6 0 

— Alexander, for Repairs to a Model Skeleton . . 2 10 0 

— Pickering, for an Architectural Work .... 1100 

— Baillierc, for Books 1116 0 

-7 Reid, for Mounting Drawings 9 19 0 

Miss Waterhouse, for Drawing Materials ... * 0126 

Mr. Symonds, for Carpenters’ Work in the School . . 5 10 6 

— Broad, for Candles, &c 3 17 0 

Poor Kates 8100 

Mr. Slack, for Ironmongery 8 3 3 

— Brucciani, for Casts 25 7 0 

Land Tax, Two Quarters 1176 
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£ 5 . d. 

Mr. Gruncr, for Carriage of Cases . ° . . . . 8 6 0 

Ditto for a Painting 26 0 0 

Spitalfields School Lending Library 20 0 0 

The following statement of the Cash Account with the Bank of 
England was examined, and the entries of Receipts and Payments 
were verified by reference to the Account Books and Vouchers, and 
were found to be correct. 



April '/ ih, 1846. 


1. On Accouut 
of 

Schools at 
Somerset House, 
and Spitalftclds. 


2. On Account 
of Occasional 
Grant for Outfit 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


3. On Account 
of Annual Fund, 
for Maintenance 
of Provincial 
Schools. 


1 

TOTAL. 


Balance in the Bankl 
on March 3rd, 1846 j 


£ *. d. 

—52 8 8 


£ t. d. 
1,807 6 9 


£ S. d. 
1,244 8 6 


£ 5 . 

2,999 6 


d. 

7 


Dr. 

Parliamentary Grant 1 
received, 1st quarter, f 
to January 31st 


592 15 0 


•• 


635 0 0 


1,227 15 


0 


To Amount of Fees re- 
ceived for March : — 


i 










Mal$ School — 

Morning.£J6 4 0 
Evening .13 8 0 
Female School 6 7 0 


35 19 0 






35 19 


0 


Cr. 

By Payments made 
On a / c of Fund No. 1 
Ona/c of ditto No. 2 
On a/ c of ditto No. 3 


576 5 4 

231 2 10 
• • 

• • 


1,807 6 9 
184 14 6 


1,879 8 6 

:: 1 
37 3 2 1 


4,263 0 
453 0 


7 

6 


Balance in the Bank ) 
this day, April 7th j 


£345 2 6 


1,622 12 3 


1,842 5 4 


j 3,810 0 


1 



(Examined) THOMAS F. GIBSON. 



Mr. Deverell reported from Mr. Lefevre that the Accounts of the 
Council for the eight years, from 1837 to 1845, which were presented 
to Her Majesty's Treasury last year, had been sent to the Audit Office; 
in explanation of which, the following memorandum from Mr. Lefevre 
was read : — “ There has been a recent alteration in the auditing of the 
temporary accounts. They were audited by the Department of the 
Treasury itself: but in consequence of the great increase of that 
business, they are now transferred to the Audit Office, where the same 
opportunity of explanation (if required) is aflbrded, and no greater 
delay incurred.” 

Adjourned. 
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“s“' y Rep ° rt ° f ^ Director > ^ March, was 



Attendance in the School at Somerset House and 
for the Month of March 1846 . 



Spitalfields, 





Somerset 

House. 


Spifcil' 

fields. 




MALE. 








Mor. 


j Ev. 


Fem. 




Total Number of Students on the Books, that is, the) 
Number entered during the Mouth . . . . ./ 


94 


145 


65 


236 


Morning School:— 

Largest Number wbo have attended on any one Day 
Smallest Number ditto ditto 

Average DailyMorning Attendance during the Month 


83 

59 

79 


•• 


62 

46 

60 


13 

10 

11 


Evening School : — 

Largest Number who have attended on any oneE veiling 
Smallest Number djtto ditto 

Average Daily Evening Attendance during the Month 


•• 


116 

97 

107 


• • 
• • 
• • 


178 

148 

166 


Numbers attending each Class in operation, as follows : 

Classes for Drawing and Designing Ornament . 

Class 5. Elementary and Outline Drawing . . . 

Class 4. Shading from the Flat. . . ° 

Class 3. Shading from Casts . 

Class 2. Elementary Coloring . 

Class 1 . Practice of Ornamental Design .... 
Perspective Class .... 


69 

5 

2 

10 

4 


70 

34 

5 

12 

15 

11 


• • 
• • 
• • 

• i 

• • 


156 
50 
18 
22 
6 
• • 


Classes for Drawing the Figure , with regard to 
Ornamental Design. 

Class 3. Elementary ..... 

Class 2. Drawing from the Round, and Study of) 

Drapery . . J 

Class 1. Painting in Chiaroscuro from the Round ’. 


69 

4 


30 

7 


• • 
• • 


•• 


Classes for Modelling. 

Class 2. Elementary .... 

Class 1. Modelling from Casts, from Nature, and) 
Original Designs ) 


3 


• • 


• • 





I have much pleasure in stating that the attendance of the students 
js very regular. The School continues full in the evening, and well 
attended in the morning. 

In the Morning School there is an increase of young men as students ; 
ant although at present the advanced class is not numerous, the pro- 
gress is satisfactory. 

I may mention that we have now in the School several pupils who 
iave come from the country to attend it. 



In accordance with the resolution of the Council, I accompanied 
Mr. Clarke to Birmingham, to assist him in commencing his duties. 

I made various important arrangements witli the Committee and the 
Master, for the improvement of discipline in this School, and I trust 
that upon making his next visit, the Inspector may be able, to report 
improvement in this respect. 

I found one or two pupils making designs for prizes, who ought to 
have been occupied in the usual class studies of the School. I par- 
ticularly drew the attention of the Master to this, and explained to him 
the views of the Council upon the subject of awarding prizes. 

I found the Committee still unaware of the precise views of the 
Council on the subject of Painting in the Evening School : a few 
words of explanation sufficed to set this question at rest ; and when the 
Master has pupils who are sufficiently advanced, he will gradually form 
a Painting Class ; but I have to observe that this may perhaps be un- 
advisable for a considerable time to come. 

The Committee were under the belief tliat they were to form a 
Painting Class by procuring students from workshops to fill it — a most 
dangerous precedent ; especially as drawing is what the painters in 
japanning shops chiefly require. 

The question is now, however, better understood, and is, as I have 
said, set at rest. 

The Committee unanimously passed a vote of thanks to Mr. Murdoch, 
who has acted as Master ad interim , for his exertions ; and expressed 
their high sense of the judicious and satisfactory manner in which he 
had conducted the School. 

It is evident that, owing to the great number of students, it would 
be desirable to appoint a third Master : this subject requires the con- 
sideration of the Council. The number of pupils in the Birmingham 
School is 292. 

At Glasgow, it is also evident that a third Master is required : the 
number of pupils being 340. 

Drawings and paintings have been sent from all the Schools except 
Sheffield : these are the specimens for the quarter ending the 1st of 
April. 

(Signed) C. H. WILSON, 

Director. 

XIII. — The draft of a letter to the Board of Trade, on the 
subject of additional accommodation for the Head School, in reply 
to a communication from the Board of Trade of the 28 th of 
October last, was read and approved, and ordered to be sent. 

Adjourned. 

Read and Confirmed , May 5th , 1846. 

(Signed) W. R. HAMILTON, 

Vice-Chairman. 
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